OLD ENGLISH SERIES - VOLUME 3

ANDREAS AND ELENE






Andreas - Elene

and the Other Poems of the Vercelli Book

with a word-for-word interlinear English translation

preserving the original word order

CANES NOBILES - MMXXVI



Copyright © 2026 Christopher Hench
All rights reserved

Published by Canes Nobiles

The source text is in the public domain

Volume 3 of the Canes Nobiles Old English interlinear texts

The Old English text follows Bibliothek der angelsichsischen
Poesie, begriindet von Christian W. M. Grein, neu bearbeitet
von Richard Paul Wiilker, vol. IT (Leipzig: Wigand, 1894)

Set from a page scan of the 1894 printing

Translated and composed with Al edited by Christopher Hench
Artwork by Esther Steves

The text is Grein-Wiilker’s, without length marks, with the Tironian
sign 7 for ond, and with their insular g set as g. The sections
are the manuscript’s; the verses are numbered as the edition numbers them,
those of the closing verses of The Fates of the Apostles anew.



CONTENTS

ANDREAS
I- Matthew in Mermedonia . . . ... ................... 9
IT-AndrewIsSent . ... ... ... .. ..., 17
III - The Stranger Ship . . . . ... ... .. .. 25
III- The Storm . . ..ottt 33
V- Andrew and the Steersman . . . ... ... ... 41
VI - The High Priest’s Mockery . ... .................. 51
VII - The Speaking Stone . . ... .................... 58
VIII - Before the Gates . . . .. ... ... ... . ... ... .. 67
VIIII - Matthew Freed . . . . . ... . 76
X-TheLot . ... 33
XI-Andrew Seized . . ... ... ... ... 90
XII-TheDevils Flee . ... ... ... .. ... 97
XIII- Andrew Healed . .. ... ... ... . ... ... ..., 104
XIIII-TheFlood . ... ... .. ... ... .. 113
XV - The Conversion of Mermedonia . . . ... ............ 122

THE FATES OF THE APOSTLES

The Twelve Apostles . ... ... ... ... ... ... ..... 133
The Runic Signature . . . ... ... ... . .. . L ... 140



SOUL AND BODY

The Damned Soul . .. ... ... .. .. .. ... ... ... ...
TheBlessed Soul . . .. ... ... .. ... .. . .. ... .. ...

A HOMILETIC FRAGMENT

A Homiletic Fragment . . ... ... ... ... . ... . ... ..

THE DREAM OF THE ROOD

The Dreamofthe Rood . . ... ....................

ELENE

I- Constantine’s Vision . . . . ... .. L o
IT- Victoryand Baptism . . .......................
IIT - Helena’s Voyage . . .. ................ ... .....
IIIT - Helena Summons the Jews . ... ... ... ... .......
VeJudas © oo
VI - Simon’s Teaching . .. ........... ... . ... .....
VII'JudasGiven Up . ... ... oot ii
VIII - Judasinthe Pit . .. ... ... ... ... ...
VIII - Judas’s Prayer . ... ........... ... .........
X - The Three Crosses . . . v v oo v it e e e
XI - The Devil's Complaint . . .. .. .................
XII - The Cross Enshrined . . .. ....................
XII-TheNails . ... ...
XIII-TheBridle . ... ... ... ... .. . . . ..
XV - The Poet’s Signature . . ... ...................



Andreas







I - MATTHEW IN MERMEDONIA

The poet recalls the twelve apostles, glorious warriors of the Lord, each sent where
his lot fell. Matthew, the first to write the gospel, draws Mermedonia, an island
whose people eat strangers, put out their eyes, and give them a drink that so turns
their minds that they eat bay and grass. They seize Matthew, blind bhim, and
give bim the drink, but he keeps praising God and prays not to suffer long. A
light like the sun comes to bis prison, and God’s voice promises him paradise and
release by Andrew within twenty-seven nights.

Hwat! we gefrunan on fyrndagum
Lo! we  have-heard — in  former-days
twelfe under tunglum tireadige hzled,
twelve under stars glory-blessed  heroes,
peodnes pegnas: no hira prym aleg
of-prince thanes:  not  their  might  failed

camprazdenne, ponne cumbol hneotan,

in-warfare, when banners clashed,
sy0dan hie gedzldon, swa him dryhten sylf] 5
after they parted, as  to-them lord himself,

heofona heahcyning hlyt getxhte.

of-heavens high-king lot assigned.

pxt wzron mazre men ofer eordan,

those were  famous  men  over earth,

frome folctogan 4 fyrdhwate,

bold people-leaders and  army-brave,

rofe rincas, ponne rond 7 hand

valiant  warriors, when shield and  hand

on herefelda helm ealgodon, 10
on  battle-field  helmet  defended,
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on meotudwange. Was hira Matheus sum,
on fate-plain. Was  of-them  Matthew one,
se mid Iudeum ongan godspell xrest

who among  Jews  began  gopel  first
wordum writan wundorcrzfte;

with-words ~ to-write  with-wondrous-skill;

pam halig god hlyt geteode

to-whom  holy  god  lot assigned

ut on pazt igland, pxr =nig pa git

out on that  island,  where any  then yet
ellpeodigra  edles ne mihte,

of-foreigners of-homeland  not  could,

bledes brucan: oft him bonena hand
of-prosperity  enjoy:  often to-them  of-slayers  band

on herefelda hearde gesceode.

on battle-field harshly barmed.

Eal was pzt mearcland mordre bewunden
All was  that  border-land  with-murder encircled
feondes  facne, folcstede gumena,

of~foe with-treachery,  people-place  of-men,

hxleda edel: nxs par hlafes wist
of-heroes  homeland: not-was there of-bread  feast
werum on pam wonge ne weteres drync
for-men on  the plain  nor  of-water drink
to bruconne: ah hie blod 7 fel,

to enjoy: but  they blood and skin,

fira fleschoman feorran cumenra

of-men  flesh-coverings  from-afar ~ of-come-ones

degon geond pa peode. Swelc was peaw hira,

consumed  throughout the  nation. Such was  custom  their,

10
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pxt hie xghwylcne elldeodigra

that  they each of-foreigners

dydan  him  to mose metepearfendum,
made  for-themselves as  food  for-food-needing-ones,
para pe bzt ealand wutan  sohte.
of-those who thar  island  from-outside  sought.
Swylc was paxs folces freodoleas tacen,
Such was  of-the  people peaceless sign,
unledra  eafod, pxt hie eagena gesihd
of-wretched-ones  power,  that they  of-eyes sight
hettend heorogrimme, heafodgimme
enemies fierce-grim, head-gems

ageton gealgmode gara ordum:

put-out  gallows-minded  of-spears with-points:

sy0dan him geblendan bitere tosomne
afterward ~ for-them mixed bitterly together
dryas purh dwolcraft drync unheorne,
sorcerers through  error-craft drink uncanny,

se onwende gewit, wera ingepanc,

which  overturned wit,  of-men inner-thought,
heortan hredre: hyge was oncyrred,
of-heart in-breast: ~ mind  was turned,

pxt hie ne murndan xfter mandreame
that  they not  mourned after man-joy
hzlep heorogredige, ac hie hig 7 gars
heroes fierce-greedy, but they hay and grass
for meteleaste mede gedrehte.

for food-lack weary oppressed.

Pa was Matheus to pzre maran byrig

Then — was Matthew to the famous city

11
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cumen, in pa ceastre: paxr wxs cirm micel
come, into the town: there  was  outcry  great
geond Mermedonia, manfulra hlog,
throughout Mermedonia, of-wicked-ones  band,
fordenera gedrag, syppan deofles pegnas
of-corrupt-ones  throng, when of-devil thanes
geascodon xdelinges  sid.

learned of-prince  journey.

Eodon him pa togenes garum gehyrsted
(They)-went  him  then  toward  with-spears armed
lungre under linde, nalas late waron
quickly under  linden, not-at-all slow were

eorre xscberend to pam orlege.

angry ash-bearers  to  the battle.

Hie pam halgan pzr handa gebundon

They to-the holy-one  there  hands bound

7 fastnodon feondes crafte

and fastened of-foe  with-craft

hzled hellfuse < his heafdes segl

heroes hell-eager  and  of-his bead sail
abreoton mid billes ecge. Hwxdre he in breostum bpa git,
destroyed with  of-sword  edge. Yet be in breast then  still,
herede in heortan heofonrices weard,
praised in beart of-heaven-kingdom ~ guardian,

peah Oe he atres drync atulne onfenge,
though that he of-poison  drink dire received,
eadig ] onmod: he mid elne ford

blessed  and  resolute: he  with courage forth
wyrdode wordum wuldres aldor,

honored with-words  of-glory  prince,

12
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heofonrices weard halgan stefne
of-heaven-kingdom ~ guardian  with-holy  voice

of carcerne; him was Cristes lof
from prison; to-him  was  of-Christ  praise
on fyrhdlocan fxste bewunden.

in  spirit-enclosure  firmly wound.

He pa wepende weregum tearum

He then  weeping with-weary tears
his sigedryhten sargan reorde, 60
his victory-lord with-sore voice,

grette gumena brego geomran stefne,

greeted of-men chief with-sad voice,

weoruda wilgeofan, 7 pus wordum cwexd:

of-hosts joy-giver, and thus  with-words  spoke:

“Hu me elpeodige inwitwrasne,

“How  for-me  foreigners malice-fetter,

searonet seodad! a ic symles was

trick-net seethe!  ever I always was

on wega gehwam willan pines 65
on  of-ways each of-will thy

georn on mode: nu durh geohda sceal

eager in mind:  now through  sorrows (D-must

dxde fremman swa pa dumban neat!

deed perform as  the dumb cattle!

Pu ana canst ealra gehygdo,

Thou alone knowest — of-all thoughts,

meotud mancynnes, mod in hredre:

ordainer of-mankind, mind in  breast:

gif pin willa sie, wuldres aldor, 70

if  thy  will b, of-glory  prince,

13
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pzt me werlogan wazpna ecgum,

that  me  faith-breakers of-weapons with-edges,
sweordum aswebban, ic beo sona gearu
with-swords kill, I will-be at-once  ready
to adreoganne, pzt Ou, drihten min,

to endure, that  thou, lord my,
engla eadgifa, edelleasum,

of-angels  bliss-giver,  to-homeless-one,

dugeda dxdfruma, deman wille!

of-benefits  deed-author, Jjudge wilt!

Forgif me to are, xlmihtig god,

Grant me as favor,  almighty god,

leoht on pissum life, py les ic lungre
light in this life,  by-thar less I quickly
ablended in burgum =fter billhete

blinded in cities after  sword-hate

purh hearmcwide heorugredigra,

through  insult-speech of-fierce-greedy-ones,

ladra leodsceadena leng prowian

of-hateful  people-harmers  longer suffer
edwitsprece! Ic to anum e,

reproach-speech! I 1o only  thee,
middangeardes weard, mod stapolige,
of-middle-earth guardian, mind establish,
feste fyrhdlufan 7§ pe, fader engla,
firm beart-love and thee,  father  of-angels,
beorht bledgifa, biddan wille,

bright glory-giver; pray will,

dxt 0u me ne gescyrige mid scyldhetum,

that  thou me not assign with guilt-foes,

14
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werigum wrohtsmidum on pone wyrrestan,
cursed crime-smiths to the worst,
dugoda demend, dead ofer eordan!”

of-benefits Jjudge, death  over earth!”

After pyssum wordum com wuldres tacen
After these words came of~glory sign
halig of heofenum swylce hadre szgl

holy  from heavens like bright  sun

to pam carcerne: pxr gecyded weard,

to the prison: there  made-known was,

pxt halig god helpe gefremede.

that holy  god belp performed.

Da weard gehyred heofoncyninges stefn
Then  was heard of-heaven-king voice
wrtlic under wolcnum, wordhleodres sweg
wondrous under clouds, of-word-sound sound
mares peodnes; he his magupegne
of-glorious  prince; he ro-his  young-thane

under hearmlocan hzlo 7 frofre

under barm-enclosure  health and  comfort
beadurofum abead beorhtan stefne:
to-battle-brave announced  with-bright voice:

“Ic  pe, Matheus, mine sylle,

“I  to-thee,  Matthew, my give,

sybbe under swegle! ne beo du on sefan to forht
peace under beaven!  not  be thou in  mind too afraid
ne on mode ne murn! ic pe mid wunige
nor in  heart — mourn! I thee with dwell
7 pe alyse of pyssum leodubendum

and thee release  from these limb-bonds

15
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7 ealle pa menigo, pe pe mid wuniad
and  all  the multitude, who thee with dwell
on nearonedum. DPe is neorxna wang,
in narrow-needs. For-thee is  of-paradise  plain,
bleda beorhtost, boldwela fegrost,
of~glories brightest, dwelling-wealth  fairest,
hama hyhtlicost halegum mihtum
of-homes  most-joyful by-holy powers

torht ontyned, par du tyres most
bright opened, where thou of-glory mayest

to widan feore willan brucan.

to wide life of-will enjoy.

gepola peoda prea! nis seo prah micel,

endure  of-peoples afflictions! not-is the  time  great,
pxt pe wearlogan witebendum

that  thee faith-breakers with-torment-bonds

synne Jurh searocrzft swencan motan.
sinful through  cunning-craft afflict may.

Ic pe Andreas zdre onsende

I to-thee  Andrew  quickly send

to hleo 7 to hrodre in pas hxdenan burg:

as  shelter and as  comfort into  this heathen
he 0Oe alysed of pyssum leodhete.
he  thee releases  from this people-hate.
Is to pzre tide tzlmet hwile

I to that  time reckoned  while

emne mid sode seofon < twentig
even with  truth seven  and  twenty
nihtgerimes, pxt du of nede most

of-night-count, that  thou from distress mayest

16
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sorgum geswenced, sigore gewyrdod
with-sorrows afflicted, with-victory honored
hweorfest of hendum in gehyld godes”
turn from  bumiliations into protection  of-god.”
Gewat him pa se halga helm =zlwihta,
Went himself then the holy-one protector of-all-creatures,
engla scyppend to pam uplican

of-angels creator to  the lofty

edelrice:  he is on riht cyning
native-kingdom: ~he is by  right king
stadolfest styrend in stowa gehwam.

steadfast ruler in  of-places each.

II - ANDREW IS SENT

At dawn the Mermedonians gather to see which prisoners are ready for slaughter,
Jor they have written down each man’s end, and Matthew bas three nights left
of his thirty. God speaks to Andrew in Achaea and commands him to go to the
land of the man-eaters and save Matthew before those three nights pass. Andrew
protests that be cannot cross so far so quickly, and that an angel would do it better.
God rebukes his slowness and orders him to take ship at dawn.

Da was Matheus miclum onbryrded
Then — was Matthew greatly inspired
niwan stefne. Nihthelm toglad,
with-new  turn. Night-helm  glided-away,
lungre leorde: leoht wfter com,
quickly departed:  light after  came,
dxgredwoma. Dugud samnade:

dawn-uproar. Host gathered:

17
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hzdne hildfrecan heapum prungon,
heathen  battle-warriors  in-troops thronged,
gudsearo gullon, garas hrysedon,
war-gear rang, spears shook,
bolgenmode under bordhreodan:
enraged-ones under shield-cover:

woldon cunnian, hwzder cwice lifdon
(they)-wished  to-find-out, whether alive lived
pa pe on carcerne clommum faste
those who in prison with-fetters fast
hleoleasan wic hwile wunedon,
shelterless dwelling  while inhabited,
hwylcne hie to xte rest mihton

which they as food firt  could

xfter fyrstmearce feores berzdan.

after appointed-time  of-life deprive.

Hafdon hie on rune 7 on rimcrafte
Had they in  secret and in  number-craft
awriten welgredige wera endestzf,
written slaughter-greedy — of-men  end-letter,
hwenne hie to mose metepearfendum
when they as  food for-food-needing-ones
on pzre werpeode weordan sceoldon.
in the nation become should.
Cirmdon caldheorte, cordor odrum getang,
Cried-out cold-hearted-ones,  troop to-other  pressed-close,
rede rasboran rihtes ne gimdon,

ferce leaders of-right  not cared,
meotudes mildse; oft hira mod onwod

of-ordainer of-mercy;  often  their  mind  invaded

18
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under dimscuan deofles larum,

under darkness of-devil  with-teachings,
ponne hie unlzdra eauedum gelyfdon.
when they  of-wretched-ones  in-powers [?] believed.
Hie da gemetton modes glawne,

They  then found of-mind keen,

haligne hzle under heolstorlocan,

holy hero  under  darkness-enclosure,
bidan beadurofne, hwas him beorht cyning, 145
waiting battle-brave, what  to-him  bright king,

engla ordfruma unnan wolde.

of-angels origin grant would.

Pa wes first agan frumradenne

Then — was  period passed of-first-term
pinggemearces butan prim nihtum,
of-appointed-time except  three nights,

swa hit wzlwulfas awriten hzfdon,

as it slaughter-wolves  written bad,

pxt hie banhringas abrecan pohton. 150
that  they bone-rings  break-apart  intended.
lungre tolysan lic 7 sawle

quickly to-loose-apart body and  soul

7 ponne todzlan dugude 7 geogode,
and  then divide  to-veterans and  youths,

werum to wiste 7 to wilpege

for-men as  feast and as  pleasant-food
feeges fleschoman: feorh ne bemurndan
of-doomed-one  flesh-covering: life  not mourned

—_
w
o]

gredige gudrincas, hu paxs gastes sid

greedy war-warriors, how of-the  spirit  journey

19
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xfter swyltcwale geseted wurde!

after death-torment  appointed  would-be!

Swa hie symble ymb pritig ping gehedon
So they  always  after  thirty business  artended
nihtgerimes: was him neod micel,
of-night-count: was  for-them  desire  great,

pxt hie tobrugdon blodigum ceaflum

that  they tore-apart with-bloody Jaws

fira. fleschoman  him  to foddorpege.
of-men  flesh-coverings  for-themselves as food-taking.
bPa wxs gemyndig se de middangeard
Then  was mindful be  who middle-earth
gestadelode strangum mihtum,

established with-strong powers,

hu he in ellpeodigum yrmdum wunode
bhow he in foreign miseries dwelt
belocen leodubendum, pe of his lufan adreg
locked with-limb-bonds, ~ who from his  love  endured
for Ebreum < Israhelum

before  Hebrews — and Lraelites

swylce he ITudea galdorcreftum

as-also he  of-Jews to-sorcery-crafis

widstod stranglice. Pa sio stefn geweard
withstood strongly. Then the  voice was
gehered of heofenum, par se halga wer
beard from beavens, where the  holy  man
in Achaia, Andreas wzs;

in  Achaea, Andrew was;

leode lzrde on lifes weg.

people  taught on of-life  way.

20
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Pa him cirebaldum cininga wuldor,

Then to-him  decision-bold of-kings glory,
meotud mancynnes modhord onleac,
ordainer of-mankind mind-hoard  unlocked,
weoruda drihten, 7§ pus wordum cwzd:
of-hosts lord, and  thus  with-words  spoke:
“Du scealt feran 7  frid ledan,

“Thou  shalt g0 and  protection  lead,

side gesecan par sylfztan

by-journey seek where  self-eaters

eard weardigad, edel healdap

land inhabit, homeland bold
mordorcreftum. Swa is pxre menigo peaw,
with-murder-crafts. So is  ofthe multitude  custom,
pxt hie uncudra angum ne willad

that  they of-unknown-ones  to-any  not will

on pam folcstede feores geunnan,

in the  people-place  of-life grant,

sybpan manfulle on Mermedonia

when wicked-ones  in Mermedonia

onfindap feasceaftne: par sceall feorhgedal,
find destitute-one:  there  shall life-parting,
earmlic ylda cwealm =fter wyrpan.

wretched  of-men  death after  come-about.

Dzr ic seomian wat pinne sigebrodor
There I to-languish  know thy victory-brother
mid pam burgwarum bendum festne:
among  the citizens with-bonds fast:

nu bid fore preo niht, pxt he on pzre peode sceal

now is  before three nights, that  he among  the nation  shall

21
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fore hadenra handgewinne

through  of-heathens hand-struggle

purh gares gripe gast onsendan

through of-spear  grip  spirit  send-forth

ellorfusne, butan du @r cyme!”

elsewhere-eager,  unless  thou before  come!”

Adre him Andreas agef andsware:

Quickly to-him  Andrew  gave answer:

“Hu meg ic, dryhten min, ofer deop gelad
‘How — may 1 lord my, over  deep  course
fore gefremman on feorne weg

journey accomplish on far way

swa hrzdlice, heofona scyppend,

50 swiftly, of-heavens creator,

wuldres waldend, swa du worde becwist?
of~glory ruler, as  thou with-word sayest?
Dzt mazg engel pin ead geferan

That may angel  thy easily accomplish

of heofenum! con him holma begang,
from heavens! knows himself  of-seas circuit,
sealte saxstreamas < swanrade,

salt sea-streams and  swan-road,

warodfaruda gewinn 7 waterbrogan,
of-shore-surges strife and water-terrors,

wegas ofer wid land: ne synt me winas cude
ways over wide land:  not are to-me friends known
eorlas elpeodige ne pxr xniges wat

warriors foreign nor there  of-any (D-know
hzleda gehygdo ne me herestrzta

of-heroes thoughts ~ nor to-me  army-roads

22
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ofer cald wzter cude sindon!”
over cold water  known are!l”
Him da ondswarude ece dryhten:
To-him  then answered eternal lord:
“Eala Andreas! pxt du a woldest
Ulas Andrew! that  thou ever — wouldst
pxs sidfxtes sxne weorpan!
of-the  journey slow become!
Nis pzt uneade eallwealdan gode
Not-is  thar  difficult for-all-ruling god
to gefremmanne on foldwege,
to accomplish on  earth-way,
dxt sio ceaster hider on pas cneorisse
that  the city hither into  this nation
under swegles gang aseted wyrde,
under of-heaven  course set would-be,
breogostol breme mid pam burgwarum,
princely-throne  famous — with  the citizens,
gif hit worde becwid wuldres agend.
if’ it with-word commands  of-glory owner.
Ne meaht O0u paxs sidfetes szne weordan
Not  mayest  thou of-the  journey slow become
ne on gewitte to wac, gif du wel pencest
nor in wit too weak, if thou well  thinkest
wi0 pinne waldend wzre gehealdan,
with thy ruler covenant to-keep,
treowe tacen. Beo du on tid gearu:
faithful token. Be  thou in time  ready:
ne mxg pxs zrendes ylding wyrdan.

not  may of-the  errand delay be.

23
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Du scealt pa fore geferan 7 pin feorh beran

Thou  shalt  the journey undertake and thy life
in gramra gripe, 0xzr pe gudgewinn
into of-hostile-ones  grip,  where to-thee war-strife
purh hazdenra hildewoman,

through  of-heathens battle-uproar,

beorna beaducraft geboden wyrded.
of-warriors  battle-craft offered will-be.
Scealtu @ninga mid xrdege

Shalt-thou  at-once at early-day

emne to morgene xt meres ende
even at morning at  of-sea end
ceol gestigan 7 on cald water

ship board and on  cold  water
brecan ofer bxzdweg: hafa bletsunge
break over  bath-way:  have blessing
ofer middangeard mine, pzr Ou fere!”

over middle-earth my, where  thou  goest!”

Gewat him pa se halga healdend 7 wealdend,

Went himself then the  holy keeper and
upengla fruma edel secan,
of-heavenly-angels  chief  homeland  to-seek,
middangeardes weard pone meran ham,
of-middle-earth guardian  the famous  home,
pxr sodfxstra sawla moton

where  of-righteous souls may

xfter lices hryre lifes brucan.

after  of-body  fall  of-life enjoy.

24
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IIT - THE STRANGER SHIP

At daybreak Andrew and bis thanes go down to the shore and find a ship with three
seamen in it, who are God himself and two angels dressed as sailors. Andrew asks
to be carried to Mermedonia. The steersman warns that strangers die there and
asks for a fare; Andrew answers that be has no gold or food, since Christ sent bis
thanes to preach without treasure, and be rebukes the steersman’s taunt. Hearing
that they are Christ’s thanes, the steersman gladly takes them aboard.

bPa was zrende xdelum cempan 230
Then  was errand to-noble champion

aboden in burgum: ne wzs him blead hyge,

announced in cities: not was to-him timid  mind,

ah he wzs anrzd ellenweorces,

bur  he  was  resolute  of-courage-work,

heard 7 higerof, nalas hildlata,

hard and  mind-brave, not-at-all battle-laggard,

gearo gude, fram to godes campe.

ready  for-war, bold  for of-god  combat.

Gewat him pa on uhtan mid ardxge 235
Went bimself then in dawn at early-day

ofer sandhleodu to szs farude

over sand-slopes to of-sea  shore

priste on gepance 7 his pegnas mid

bold in thought  and  bis thanes with

gangan on greote; garsecg hlynede,

walking on sand; ocean roared,

beoton brimstreamas: se beorn wzs on hyhte,

beat sea-currents: the warrior  was in Jjoy,
syO0pan he on warude widfedme scip 240
when he on shore wide-bosomed  ship
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modig gemette. Pa com morgen torht,
brave-one found. Then came  morning  bright,
beacna beorhtost ofer breomo sneowan,
of-beacons  brightest over seas to-hasten,
halig of heolstre heofoncandel blac
holy from  darkness beaven-candle shining
ofer lagoflodas. He dr lidweardas

over sea-floods. He  there  ship-guardians
prymlice pry pegnas geseah,

glorious three  thanes saw,

modiglice menn on merebate

proud men in sea-boat

sittan sidfrome, swylce hie ofer sz comon;

sitting  journey-ready,  as-if  they over sea came;
pxt was drihten sylf, dugeda wealdend,
that was lord bimself,  of-hosts ruler
ece  xlmihtig mid his englum twam.
eternal  almighty with  bis angels two.
Waron hie on gescirplan scipferendum,
Were they in clothing to-ship-farers,
eorlas onlice ealidendum,

warriors like to-sea-farers,

ponne hie on flodes fedm ofer feorne weg,

when they in  of-flood embrace over far way,

on cald water ceolum lacad.
on cold water  with-ships  sport.
Hie 0a gegrette se de on greote stod,
Them then  greeted he who on sand stood,

fus on farode fregn, reordade:

eager on  shore asked, spoke:
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“Hwanon comon ge ceolum lidan,
“Whence came  you with-ships  sailing,
macraeftige menn, on merepissan
mighty men, in sea-rusher

ane zgflotan? hwanon eagorstream
alone  sea-floater? whence ocean-stream
ofer yda gewealc eowic brohte?”
over  of-waves  rolling you brought?”
Him 0&a +swarode «lmihti god,
To-him then  answered almighty  god,

swa pxt ne wiste se de pxs wordes
50 that  not  knew  he who of-the word
hwzt se manna was medelhegendra,
what the  man was of-council-holders,
pe he pxr on warode widpingode:
whom  he  there on shore addressed:
“We of Marmedonia magde syndon
“We  from Mermedonia nation are
feorran geferede; us mid flode bar
from-afar brought; us  with  flood  bore
on hranrade heahstefn naca,

on  whale-road  bigh-prowed  vessel,

snellic semearh snude bewunden,
swift sea-horse swiftly encircled,

00 bzt we bpissa leoda land gesohton
until that  we of-these peoples land sought

ware bewrecene, swa us wind fordraf.

by-sea driven, as  us  wind  drove-away.

Him pa Andreas eadmod oncwzd:

To-him then  Andrew humble answered:
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“Wolde ic pe biddan, peh ic pe beaga lyt,
“Would I thee ask, though I to-thee of-rings little,
sincweordunga syllan meahte,

of~treasure-honors give might,

pxt Su us gebrohte brante ceole,

that  thou us bring with-steep  ship,

hea hornscipe ofer hwzxles edel

with-high ~ horn-ship over  of-whale  homeland

on pzre magde! bid de meord wid god,

to that nation! is  to-thee reward  with  god,
pxt du us on lade lide weorde!”
that  thou to-us on journey gracious  become!”
Eft him +qswarode ®delinga helm
Again  to-him  answered of-princes  protector
of ydlide, engla scippend:

from  wave-vessel, of-angels creator:

“Ne magon pzr gewunian widferende
“Not can there duwell far-travelers
ne pxr elpeodige eardes brucad,

nor there  foreigners  of-dwelling enjoy,

ah in pare ceastre cwealm prowiad

but in  that town death suffer
pa de feorran pyder feorh geledap!
those who  from-afar  thither life lead!

7 pu wilnast nu ofer widne mere,

and thou  desirest  now  over wide sea,

pxt Su on pa fxgde pine feore spilde?”
that  thou in that  feud thy life destroy?”
Him pa Andreas agef ondsware:

To-him then  Andrew gave answer:
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“Usic lust hweted on pa leodmearce,

“Us desire urges to the  people-border,
mycel modes hiht to pzre maran byrig,
great of-mind  hope to  the  famous city,
peoden leofesta, gif du us pine wilt
prince dearest, if  thou to-us thy wilt

on merefarode miltse gecydan!”

on sea-way mercy  make-known!”
Him ondswarode engla peoden, 290
To-him answered of-angels  prince,

neregend fira of nacan stefne:
savior of-men  from of-vessel  prow:
“We 0e estlice mid us willad
“We  thee  gladly — with us will
ferigan freolice ofer fisces bzd
carry freely over  of-fish  bath

efne to pam lande, paxr pe lust myned

even  to  the land,  where thee desire  intends
to gesecanne, syddan ge eowre 295
to seek, when you  your

gafulredenne agifen habbad,

tribute given bave,

sceattas gescrifene, swa eow scipweardas,

payments appointed, as  to-you  ship-guardians,
aras  ofer ydbord unnan willad!”
messengers  over  wave-board  grant will”

Him pa ofstlice Andreas wid

To-him then  speedily Andrew to

wine pearfende wordum malde: 300

friend needy with-words spoke:
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“Nazbbe ic fxted gold ne feohgestreon,
“Not-have I plated — gold nor  money-treasure,
welan ne wiste ne wira gespann,

wealth  nor  food — nor of-wires clasp,

landes ne locenra beaga, pzt ic be mage
of-land ~ nor  of-linked rings, that I in-thee  may
willan in worulde, swa du worde becwist!”
will in world, as  thou with-word sayest!”
Him bpa beorna breogo, pzr he on bolcan
To-him then of-warriors  prince, — where he on  gangway
ofer waroda geweorp widpingode:

over of~shores surge answered:

“Hu geweard pe bas, wine leofesta,

“How befell to-thee  that,  friend dearest,

dxt du sxbeorgas secan woldes,

that  thou sea-hills seek wouldst,
merestreama gemet, madmum bedzled
of-sea-streams measure,  of-treasures deprived

ofer cald cleofu ceoles neosan?

over  cold cliffs of-ship  to-visit?

nafast pe to frofre on farodstrate

not-hast  for-thee as  comfort on sea-street

hlafes wiste ne hlutterne

of-bread  food  nor pure

drync to dugode? is se drohtad strang

drink for  benefir? is the way-of-life bard

pam e lagolade lange cunnap!”

for-those who  sea-way long try!”

Pa him Andreas durh -sware

Then to-him  Andrew  through — answer
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ANDREAS

wis on gewitte wordhord onleac:

wise in wit word-hoard  unlocked:

“Ne gedafenad pe, nu pe dryhten geaf
“Not befirs thee, now  to-thee lord gave
welan 7 wiste 7 woruldspede,

wealth  and ~ food — and world-success,

dxt Ou Jsware mid oferhygdum

that  thou  answer  with arrogance
sece sarcwide! selre bid @ghwam, 320
seek sore-speech!  better  is  for-everyone,

pzt he eadmedum ellorfusne

that  he  with-humility  elsewhere-eager-one
oncnawe cudlice, swa pxt Crist bebead,
acknowledge kindly, as that  Christ commanded,
peoden prymfast! We his pegnas synd
prince glory-firm! We  his thanes are

gecoren to cempum: he is cyning on riht

chosen as  champions:  be s king by right
wealdend 47 wyrhta wuldorprymmes, 325
ruler and  maker of-glory-majesty,

an ece god eallra gesceafta,

one eternal  god  of-all creatures,

swa he ealle befehd anes crafte,

as he all  encompasses of-one with-power,

hefon 7 eorfan halgum mihtum

heaven — and  earth with-holy powers

sigora selost. He Ozt sylfa cwad,

of-victories  best. He that bimself  said,

feder folca gehwas, <9 us feran  het 330
father  of-peoples  of-each,  and us  to-go  commanded
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geond ginne grund gasta streonan:
throughout — wide ground  ofspirits to-gain:

‘Farad nu geond ealle eordan sceattas

Go now throughour  all  of-earth  regions
emne swa wide swa weter bebuged

even as  widely  as water encircles

000e stedewangas strxte gelicgap!

or place-plains road lie-along!

Bodiad «fter burgum beorhtne geleafan
Preach throughout cities bright faith
ofer foldan fxdm! ic eow freodo healde.
over  of-earth embrace! I for-you  peace hold.
Ne Ourfan ge on pa fore fratwe lzdan,
Not need  you on the journey treasures lead,
gold ne seolfor: ic eow goda gehwas

gold  nor  silver: I for-you of-goods  of-each

on eowerne agenne dom est ahwette’
according-to your own  judgment favor will-provide.
Nu du seolfa miht sid wuserne

Now thou thyself  mayest journey — our

gehyran hygepancol: ic sceal hrade cunnan,
bear thought-wise-one: I shall  quickly learn,
hwzt du us to dugudum gedon wille”
what thou for-us as benefits do will”
Him bpa ondswarode #ce dryhten:

To-him  then answered eternal lord:

“Gif ge syndon pegnas pxs pe prym ahof
“ar you are thanes  of-him who majesty  raised
ofer middangeard, swa ge me secgap,

over middle-earth, as  you to-me say,
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7 ge geheoldon, paxt eow se halga bead,
and  you have-kept, what  to-you the holy-one  bade,
ponne ic eow mid gefean ferian wille

then I you  with Joy carry will

ofer brimstreamas, swa ge benan sint!”
over sea-streams, as  you petitioners  are!”
Pa in ceol stigon collenfyrhde,

Then into  ship  climbed  bold-spirited-ones,

ellenrofe: xghwylcum weard 350
courage-brave: to-each became

on merefarode mod geblissod.

on sea-way mind  gladdened.

IIII - THE STORM

Andrew blesses the steersman for bis kindness. God bhas an angel feed the weary
travelers, and then a storm rises: the sea churns, the sails are soaked, and Andrew’
thanes fear they will never reach land. The steersman offers to put them ashore to
wait, but they refuse to leave their teacher, saying they would be despised in every
land. At the steersman’s bidding, Andrew comforts them with the story of Christ
stilling a storm at sea, and they fall asleep as the waves subside.

Da ofer yda geswing Andreas ongann

Then  over  of-waves surge Andrew began

merelidendum miltsa biddan

for-sea-farers of-mercies  to-ask

wuldres aldor 7 pus wordum cwad:

of-glory prince and thus  with-words  spoke:

“Forgife pe dryhten domweordunga, 355
“May-give  to-thee lord glory-honors,
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willan in worulde 49 in wuldre bled

will in world and in glory  prosperity
meotud manncynnes, swa du me hafast
ordainer of-mankind, as  thou to-me bast
on pyssum sidfxte sybbe gecyded!”

on this Jjourney peace shown!”

Geszt him pa se halga holmwearde neah,
Sat himself then the holy-one  to-sea-warden near,
xdele be ®delum: zfre ic ne hyrde
noble-one by  noble-one:  ever I ot  heard

pon cymlicor ceol gehladenne

than  more-splendidly  ship laden
heahgestreonum! Hzled in szton,
with-high-treasures! Heroes  in sat,

peodnas prymfulle, pegnas wlitige.

princes glorious, thanes beautiful.

Pa reordode rice peoden,

Then spoke mighty  prince,

ece xlmihtig heht his engel gan,
eternal  almighty ~ commanded his  angel  to-go,
marne magupegn, 7 mete syllan,

famous retainer, and  food to-give,

frefran feasceaftne ofer flodes wylm,
to-comfort  destitute-one  over  of-flood  surge,

pxt hie pe ead mihton ofer yda gepring
that  they the easier could over of-waves  throng
drohtap adreogan. DPa gedrefed weard,
bardship endure. Then  troubled was,
onhrered hwalmere: hornfisc plegode,

stirred whale-sea: horn-fish played,
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glad geond garsecg 7 se grega maw
glided  through ocean and the  gray gull
welgifre  wand; wedercandel swearc,
slaughter-greedy  wheeled;  weather-candle  grew-dark,
windas weoxon, wagas grundon,

winds grew, waves ground,
streamas styredon, strengas gurron,
streams stirred, ropes creaked,
waxdo gewxtte, wateregsa stod

sails wetted, water-terror  stood

preata prydum: pegnas wurdon

of-troops  with-forces: thanes became
acolmode; xnig ne wende,

terrified; any  not  expected,

pxt he lifgende land begete,

that  he living land reach,

para pe mid Andreas on eagorstream
of-those who with  Andrew on ocean-stream
ceol gesohte: naxs him cud pa gyt,
ship sought:  not-was to-them known then  yet,
hwa pam sazflotan sund wisode.

who the sea-floater sea guided.

Him pa se halga on holmwege
To-him then the holy-one on sea-way

ofer argeblond Andreas pa git,

over  ocean-tumult  Andrew  then still,

pegn peodenhold panc gesxzgde

thane lord-loyal thanks said

ricum rasboran, pa he gereordod wes:

to-mighty leader, when  he fed was:
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“De pissa swzsenda sodfxst meotud,
“To-thee ~ of-these meals true ordainer,
lifes leohtfruma lean forgilde,
of-life light-author ~ reward repay,
weoruda waldend, 7 pe wist gife
of-hosts ruler,; and to-thee  food  give
heofonlicne hlaf, swa Ou hyldo wid me,
heavenly bread, as  thou favor  toward me,
390 ofer firigendstream freode gecyddest!
over mountain-stream  friendship showedst!
Nu synt gepreade pegnas mine,
Now  are afflicted thanes my,
geonge gudrincas: garsecg hlymmed,
young war-warriors: ocean roars,
heofon geotende; grund is onhrered,
heaven pouring; bottom  is stirred,
deope gedrefed; dugud is geswenced,
deeply troubled; host is distressed,
395 modigra magen myclum gebysgod!”
of-brave-ones  strength greatly afflicted!”
Him of holme oncwxd hzleda scyppend:
To-him  from sea answered  of-heroes creator:
“Let nu geferian flotan userne,
“Let now carry vessel our,
lid to lande ofer lagufxsten

ship 1o land  over sea-fastness

7 ponne gebidan beornas pine,

and  then await warriors  thine,
400 aras on earde, hwznne du eft cyme!”
messengers on  land, until thou again  come!”
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Edre him bpa eorlas agefan ondsware,
Quickly to-him then warriors  gave answer,
pegnas prohthearde (pafigan ne woldon,
thanes hardship-hardy consent  not would,
dzt hie forleton =t lides stefnan

that  they leave at  of-ship prow

leofne lareow 1 him land curon):

dear teacher  and  for-themselves  land chose:

“Hwider hweorfad we hlafordlease, 405
“Whither turn we lordless,

geomormode, gode orfeorme,

sad-minded, of-good  destitute,

synnum wunde, gif we swicad pe?

with-sins  wounded, if we  fal  thee?

We biod lade on landa gehwam,

We are  hateful in  of-lands each,

folcum fracode, ponne fira bearn

to-peoples  despicable, when  of-men  children

ellenrofe xht besittap, 410
courage-brave  council bold,

hwylc hira selost symle gelaste

which of-them  best always served
hlaforde «t hilde, ponne hand 7 rond
to-lord in  battle, when band  and  shield

on beaduwange billum foregrunden

on battle-plain with-swords  ground-down

@t nidplegan nearu prowedon.”

at  enmity-play  distress suffered.”

bPa reordade rice peoden, 415

Then spoke mighty  prince,
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warfest  cining word stunde ahof:
covenant-firm king word at-once  raised:
“Gif du pegn sie prymsittendes
“ar thou thane  be  of-glory-sitting-one
wuldorcyninges, swa du worde becwist,
of-glory-king, as  thou with-word sayest,
rece pa gerynu, hu he reordberend
tell the  mysteries, how he  speech-bearers
420 lerde under lyfte! Lang is pes sidfet
taught under sky! Long is this  journey
ofer fealuwne flod: frefra pine
over fallow flood:  comfort  thy
macgas on mode! mycel is nu gena
men in  mind!  grear is now  still
lad ofer lagustream, land swide feorr
way  over sea-stream, land very far
to gesecanne; sand is geblonden,
to seek; sand s stirred,
425 grund wid greote: god eade mzg
bottom with sand: god easily  can
headolidendum helpe gefremman.”
to-war-sailors belp perform.”
Ongan pa gleawlice gingran sine,
Began then wisely disciples his,
wuldorspedige weras wordum trymman:
glory-rich men with-words  to-strengthen:
“Ge paxt gehogodon, pa ge on holm stigon,
“You  that resolved, when  you on sea climbed,
430 pat ge on fara folc feorh geleddon
that  you among of-foes people life led
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7 for dryhtnes lufan dead prowodon,
and  for of-lord love  death suffered,
on Almyrcna edelrice

in of-Elmyrce  native-realm

sawle gesealdon. Ic bzt sylfa wat,

souls gave. I that myself know,

pxt us gescylded scyppend engla,

that  us shields creator of-angels,
weoruda dryhten: wateregesa sceal 435
of-hosts lord: water-terror shall

gedyd 7 gedreatod purh prydcining,
subdued  and rebuked through  power-king,
lagu lacende lidra wyrdan.

sea tossing  gentler  become.

Swa geszlde iu, pxt we on szbate
So befell formerly, that  we in  sea-boat
ofer warudgewinn wzxda cunnedan
over shore-strife of-waters tried
farodridende: frecne puhton, 440
wave-riding: dangerous  seemed,

egle ealada, eagorstreamas

terrible  sea-ways, ocean-streams

beoton bordstzdu; brim oft oncwzd,
bear ship-sides; sea  often  answered,
y0 oderre: hwilum upp astod

wave  to-other:  at-times up stood

of brimes bosme on bates fxdm

from  of-sea bosom  into of-boat embrace
egesa ofer yolid. Almihtig per 445
terror over  wave-vessel. Almighty there
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meotud mancynnes on merepyssan

ordainer of-mankind in sea-rusher

beorht basnode: beornas wurdon

bright waited: warriors became

forhte on mode, frides wilnedon,

afraid in  mind,  of-peace desired,

miltsa to mrum. Pa seo menigo ongan
of-mercies from famous-one. Then the  multitude  began
clypian on ceole; cyning sona aras,
to-cry-out  in ship; king at-once  arose,

engla eadgifa youm stilde,

of-angels  bliss-giver ~ waves stilled,

wateres welmum, windas preade:

of-water surges, winds rebuked:

se sessade, smylte wurdon

sea  subsided, calm became

merestreama gemeotu. Da ure mod ahloh,
of-sea-streams expanses.  Then our  mind  laughed,
sy00an we gesegon under swegles gang
when we saw under  of-heaven  course
windas 7 waxgas 7 weterbrogan

winds and  waves  and water-terrors

forhte gewordne for frean egesan.

afraid become for  of-lord fear.

Forpan ic eow to sode secgan wille,
Therefore I to-you in  truth say will,
pxt nxfre forleted lifgende god
that never forsakes living god
eorl on eordan, gif his ellen deah!”

warrior on earth, if  his courage avails!”
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Swa hleodrode halig cempa,

So spoke holy  champion,

deawum gepancul pegnas lerde,

in-virtues thoughtful thanes  taught,

eadig oreta eorlas trymede,

blessed  warrior warriors  strengthened,

00 Ozt hie semninga slep ofereode
until  that them  suddenly sleep  overcame
mede be maste. Mere sweoderade,

weary by mast. Sea subsided,

yoa  ongin eft oncyrde,

of-waves  onset  again turned-back,

hreoh holmpracu: pa pam halgan weard
rough sea-force: then  to-the  holy-one  became
xfter gryrehwile gast geblissod.

after terror-time  spirit  gladdened.

V - ANDREW AND THE STEERSMAN

Andrew praises the steersman as the finest sailor be bas met in sixteen voyages,
for the ship runs as steadily as if it stood on land, and be asks to learn bis skill.
The steersman answers that God rules the sea, which grew calm when it saw
that Andrew was God’s thane. Andrew blesses God for giving the young man
such wisdom. The steersman asks why the Jews did not believe in Christ, and
Andrew recounts his miracles: the sick healed, the dead raised, water turned to

wine, and five thousand fed.

Ongan 0a reordigan rxdum snottor,

Began then to—spea/z in-counsels wise,

wis on gewitte wordlocan onspeonn:

wise in wit word-enclosure  unfastened:
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“Nzfre ic szlidan selran mette,

“Never I seafarer better met,
macraftigran, pzs Je me pynced,
mightier, of-that which to-me  seems,
rowend rofran, radsnotterran,

rower bolder, counsel-wiser,

wordes wisran! Ic wille pe,

ofword  wiser! I will the,

eorl unforcud, anre nu gena

warrior  unreviled,  of-one now  yet

bene biddan: peah ic pe beaga lyt,
boon ask: though I to-thee of-rings little,
sincweordunga syllan mihte,
of-treasure-honors give might,
fxetedsinces, wolde ic freondscipe,
of-plated-treasure,  would I friendship,
peoden prymfast, pinne, gif ic mehte,
prince glory-firm, thy, if I might,
begitan godne! DPxs Ju gife hleotest,
obtain good!  For-that thou gift  obtainest,
haligne hyht on heofonprymme,

holy hope in heaven-glory,

gif du lidwerigum larna pinra

if  thou to-sea-weary-ones of-teachings  thy

este  wyrdest. Wolde ic anes to Je,
gracious  becomest. Would I of-one to thee,
cynerof hzled, crzftes neosan,

noble bero, of -skill seek,

dxt du me getzhte, nu pe tir cyning

that  thou me teach, now to-thee glory  king
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7 miht forgef manna scyppend,

and might  gave of-men creator,

hu du wzgflotan ware bestemdon,
how thou  wave-floater  with-sea moistened,
schengeste sund wisige!

sea-steed sea guide!

Ic was on gifede iu 7 nu

I was by fortune formerly and now
syxtyne sidum on sxbate,

sixteen times in  sea-boat,

mere hrerendum mundum freorig,

sea with-stirring bands freezing,
eagorstreamas: is dys ane ma,
ocean-streams: is this one more,

swa ic zfre ne geseah ®nigne mann,
as I ever not saw any man,
pryObearn hzled pe gelicne

mighty-child bero  to-thee like

steoran ofer stzfnan! Streamwelm hwiled,
steer over prow! Stream-surge roars,
beatap brimstedo: is pes bat ful scrid,
beat sea-shores: is this boat wvery swift,
fered famigheals fugole gelicost,

travels  foamy-necked  to-bird likest,

glided on geofone. Ic georne wat,

glides on ocean. I well know,

pxt ic zfre ne geseah ofer ydlafe,
that I  ever not saw over  wave-leaving,
on szleodan syllicran craft:

among  sea-peoples  more-wondrous  skill:
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is pon geliccost, swa he on landsceape
is  to-that likest, as-if it in landscape
stille stande, pzr hine storm ne mag,
still stood, where it storm  not can,
wind awecgan ne waterflodas

wind move nor water-floods

brecan  brondstzfne, hwzdere on brim
break (the)-shining-prowed-one, yet on sea
snel under segle! Pu eart seolfa geong,
swift  under saill  Thou art  thyself  young,

wigendra hleo, nalas wintrum frod:

of-warriors shelter, not-at-all  in-winters old:
hafast pe on fyrhde farodlacende
hast thou in spirit  wave-sporting-one

eorles ondsware, xzghwylces canst

of-warrior answer, of-each knowest

worda for worulde wislic andgit”

of-words  for world wise  understanding”
Him ondswarode ece dryhten:

To-him answered eternal lord:

“Oft pxt geszled, pxt we on sxlade

“Often  that  happens, that  we on  sea-way

snowed

bastens

scipum under scealcum, ponne sceor cymed,

with-ships  under sailors, when storm comes,

brecad ofer bazdweg brimhengestum:
break over  bath-way with-sea-steeds:
hwilum us on ydum earfodlice
at-times to-us on  waves hardly

gesxled, on sxwe, peh we sidnesan

happens, on sea,  though we journey-escape [?]
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frecne geferan. Flodwylm ne mzg
perilous  accomplish. ~ Flood-surge  not  can

manna xnigne ofer meotudes est
of-men any against  of-ordainer  favor
lungre gelettan: ah him lifes geweald,
quickly binder: has  for-himself  of-life power,
se de brimu binded, brune yda

he  who seas binds, dark  waves

dy0  preatad; he peodum sceal

presses and  rebukes; be  for-peoples  shall
racian mid rihte, se de rodor ahof
rule with  right,  he who sky raised

7 gefestnode folmum sinum,

and fastened with-hands bis,

worhte 7 wredede, wuldras fylde

made and  supported, glories filled
beorhtne boldwelan; swa gebledsod weard
bright duwelling-wealth;  so blessed was
engla edel purh his anes miht
ofrangels homeland through bis ofrome  might.
Forpan is gesyne sod orgete,

Therefore  is  visible  truth manifest,

cud oncnawen, pxt Ju cyninges eart
known  recognized, that  thou of-king art
pegen gepungen prymsittendes;

thane excellent of-glory-sitting-one;

forpan pe sona sxholm oncneow,

because  that at-once  sea-deep recognized,
garsecges begang, pxt du gife hafdes

of-ocean circuit, that  thou  gift badst
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haliges gastes: haxrn eft onwand,
of-holy spirit: surge  again  turned-back,
aryda geblond; egesa gestilde,
of-oar-waves  tumult; terror stilled,
widfedme wxg, wxdu swzdorodon,
wide-bosomed ~ wave,  waters subsided,

seodpan hie ongeton, pxt de god hxfde

when they  perceived,  that thee  god had
ware bewunden, se de wuldres bled
with-covenant encircled, be who  of-glory  prosperity

gestadolade strangum mihtum.”

established with-strong powers”

bPa hleodrade halgan stefne

Then spoke with-holy  voice

cempa collenferhd, cyning wyrdude
champion  bold-pirited,  king honored
wuldres waldend 7 pus wordum cwzd:
of-glory ruler  and thus  with-words  spoke:

“Wes Ou gebledsod, brego mancynnes,

“Be thou blessed, chief of-mankind,
dryhten hzlend! a pin dom lyfad,
lord savior!  ever thy  glory lives,

ge neh ge feor is pin nama halig,
both near and far is thy  name holy,
wuldre gewlitegad ofer werpeoda,
with-glory adorned over nations,
miltsum gemearsod! Nanig manna is
with-mercies glorified! No-one  of-men  is
under heofonhwealfe, hzleda cynnes,

under beaven-vault, of-heroes of-race,
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dxtte areccan mag odde rim wite,

that tell can or number  know,

hu Orymlice, peoda baldor,

how  gloriously,  of-peoples  prince,

gasta geocend, pine gife dexlest!

of-spirits belper; thy  gifts  dealest!

Huru is gesyne, sawla nergend,

Indeed is  visible,  of-souls savior,

pxt Ou pissum hysse hold gewurde

that  thou  to-this youth  gracious became

7 hine geongne geofum wyrdodest,

and  him young with-gifts honoredst,

wison gewitte 7 wordcwidum!

with-wise wit and word-speeches!

Ic =t efenealdum zfre ne mette

I among equal-aged-ones  ever  not met

on modsefan maran snyttro”

in mind greater wisdom.”

Him J8a of ceole oncwad cyninga wuldor,
Tobim then from ship  answered  oftking gy
fregn fromlice fruma 7 ende:

asked boldly beginning and  end:

“Saga, pances gleaw pegn, gif Ou cunne,
“Say, of-thought ~ wise thane,  if thou  know,
hu Ozt gewurde be werum tweonum,
how that  happened  among men between,
pxt da arleasan inwidpancum,

that  the impious-ones with-malicious-thoughts,

Iudea cynn wid godes bearne

of-Jews race  against  of-god child

47



w
N
(93

570

ANDREAS AND ELENE

ahof hearmcwide, hzled unsxlige!
raised insult-speech, heroes unblessed!
No dzr gelyfdon in hira liffruman

Not  there believed in  their  life-author

grome, gealgmode, paxt he god were,

hostile-ones,  gallows-minded, ~ that  he  god were,

peah de he wundra feala weorodum gecydde,

though that  he  of-wonders many to-hosts showed,

sweotulra 7 gesynra: synnige ne mihton

of-plain and  of-visible:  sinful-ones  not could

oncnawan pat cynebearn, se de acenned weard

recognize that royal-child, be  who born

to hleo 7 to hrodre hzleda cynne,

as  shelter and as  comfort  of-heroes  to-race,
eallum eordwarum. Zpelinge weox

to-all earth-dwellers. To-prince grew

word <7 wisdom, ah he para wundra a
word  and  wisdom,  but he of-those  wonders  ever
dom agende dxl =nigne

glory owning  portion any

fretre  peode beforan cydde”

to-perverse  nation openly showed.”

Him 08a Andreas agef andsware:

To-him then — Andrew  gave answer:

“Hu mihte pzt gewyrdan in werpeode,
“How could  that happen in nation,

pxt Su ne gehyrde hzlendes miht,

that  thou not beard of-savior might,
gumena leofost, hu he his gif cydde
of-men dearest,  how he  his  gift  showed
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geond woruld wide wealdendes bearn?
throughout  world  wide  of-ruler child?
Sealde he dumbum gesprec, deafe gehyrdon,
Gawe  he  to-dumb  speech,  deaf  beard,
healtum <7 hreofum hyge blissode,

to-lame  and  tolepers  mind  gladdened,

da pe limseoce lange wzron,

those who  limb-sick long were,
werige, wanhale, witum gebundene: 580
weary, unbealthy,  with-torments bound:

xfter  burhstedum blinde gesegon,

throughout city-places blind saw,

sSwa he on grundwxge gumena cynnes

50 he on earth-way of-men of-race

manige missenlice men of deade

many various men  from  death

worde awehte. Swylce he eac wundra feala

with-word —awakened.  Likewise  he also  of-wonders  many

cynerof cydde purh his creftes miht: 585
noble showed ~ through his  of-skill  might:

he gehalgode for heremagene

be consecrated  before army-host

win of watere 7] wendan  het

wine from  water  and  to-turn  commanded

beornum to blisse on pa beteran gecynd;

for-warriors  as Jjoy into  the better nature;

swylce he afedde of fixum twam

likewise he fed  from  fishes two

7 of fif hlafum fira cynnes 590

and from five  loaves  of-men  of-race
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fif dusendo: fedan sxton

five  thousands:  companies sat

reomigmode, reste gefegon

weary-minded, in-rest  rejoiced

werige «fter wade, wiste pegon

weary after  wandering,  food ate

menn on moldan, swa him gemedost wes.
men on earth, as  to-them most-pleasing  was.
Nu du miht gehyran, hyse leofesta,

Now thou mayest bear, youth dearest,

hu us wuldres weard wordum 4 dedum
how us  ofglory  guardian with-words and deeds
lufode in life 7§ purh lare speon

loved in life and through teaching  drew

to pam fegeran gefean, pzr freo moton,
to the fair Jjoy, where  free-ones may,
cadige mid englum eard weardigan,
blessed-ones  with angels duwelling inhabit,

pa Je zfter deade dryhten secad”

those who  after  death lord seek.”
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VI - THE HIGH PRIEST’S MOCKERY

The steersman asks whether Christ’s wonders were done openly before the priests,
and suggests that the devil misled them. Andrew answers that Christ worked
wonders both openly and in secret, and praises bis questioner’s wisdom. He tells
how Christ went with bis eleven disciples to the temple in the royal city, where
the high priest mocked them for following a man whose parents, Mary and Joseph,
and brothers, Simon and James, everyone knew.

Da gen weges weard wordhord onleac,

Then again  of-way guardian — word-hoard — unlocked,
beorn ofer bolcan beald reordade:

warrior  over  gangway  bold spoke:

“Miht du me gesecgan, pxt ic sod wite,
“Canst  thou to-me tell, that I truth may-know,

hwader wealdend pin wundor on eordan,

whether ruler thy  wonders  on earth,
pa he gefremede, nalas feam sidum, 605
which  be performed, not-at-all  few times,

folcum to frofre beforan cydde,
to-peoples as  comfort openly showed,
pxr bisceopas 7 boceras

where  bishops  and  scribes

7 ealdormenn axht beszton
and elders council beld
madelhzgende? Me paxt pinced,
speech-holding? To-me  that seems,

dxt hie for xfstum inwit syredon 610

that  they  for envies malice plotted

purh deopne gedwolan deofles larum:

through deep error of-devil  with-teachings:
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hzled hynfuse hyrdon to georne

beroes harm-eager  obeyed  too  eagerly

wradum werlogan; hie seo Wyrd beswac,
to-hostile [faith-breaker;  them  the Fate deceived,
forleolc 7 forlerde: nu hie lungre sceolon
seduced and misled: now they  quickly must
werige mid werigum wrzce prowian,
cursed-ones  with  cursed-ones exile suffer,
biterne bryne on banan fzdme!”

bitter burning in  of-slayer  embrace!”

Him Ja Andreas agef Jsware:

To-him then  Andrew gave answer:

“Secge ic de to sode, dxt he swide oft
“Say I to-thee in truth, that he  wvery  often
beforan fremede folces razswum

openly performed  of-people  for-leaders

wundor after wundre: on wera gesichde
wonder after wonder: in  of-men sight
swylce deogollice dryhten gumena

likewise secredly lord of-men

folcred  fremede, swa he to fride hogode”
people-benefit  performed, as  he for peace  intended.”
Him 7swarode xdelinga helm:

To-him  answered of-princes  protector:

“Miht du, wis hzled, wordum gesecgan,
“Canst  thou, wise bero, with-words tell,
maga mode rof, magen, pa he cydde
man in-mind brave,  powers,  which he  showed
deormod on digle, da mid dryhten oft,

bold-minded in  secret, when with lord often,
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rodera rzdend rune beszton?”

of -skies ruler council beld?”

Him bpa Andreas jsware agef:

To-him then  Andrew answer  gave:

“Hwat frinest du me, frea leofesta,

“Why askest  thou me,  lord dearest,
wordum wratlicum 7 pe wyrda gehwere 630
with-words wondrous and  thou of-events of-each

purh snyttra craft sod oncnawest?”

through  of-wisdoms  skill  truth recognizest?”

Da git him wages weard widpingode:

Then still to-him  of-wave guardian replied:

“Ne frine ic de for txzle ne durh teoncwide
“Not ask I thee for blame nor through  barm-speech
on hranrade, ac min hige blissad,

on  whale-road, but my  mind  rejoices,

wynnum wridad purh pine wordlade, 635
with-joys flourishes  through  thy eloquence,

zdelum ecne! Ne eom ic ana Ozt
with-noble-qualities endowed! Not —am I alone that,

ac manna gehwam mod bid on hyhte,

but  of-men to-each mind is  in Joy,
fyrhd afrefred, pam bpe feor od3e neah
spirit comforted, ~ for-him who  far or near

on mode geman, hu se maga fremede,

in mind  remembers, how the  son performed,
godbearn on grundum: gastas hweorfon, 640
god-child on earths: spirits turned,

sohton sidfrome swegles dreamas,

sought Journey-ready  of-heaven Joys,

53



ANDREAS AND ELENE

engla edel purh pa xdelan miht”
of-angels  homeland  through the noble might.”
Edre him Andreas agef -jsware:
Quickly to-him  Andrew  gave  answer:
“Nu ic on pe sylfum sod oncnawe
“Now I in thee  thyself  truly  recognize
wisdomes  gewit  wundorcrafte,
of-wisdom understanding  with-wonder-skill,
sigesped geseald, snyttrum blowed
victory-success  given, with-wisdoms  blossoms
beorhtre blisse breost innanweard,
with-bright Jjoy breast within,

nu ic pe sylfum secgan wille

now I to-thee  thyself tell will

oor 7 ende, swa ic pxs xdelinges
beginning and  end, as I of-the prince
word 7 wisdom on wera gemote
word  and  wisdom in  of-men  meeting
purh his sylfes mud symle gehyrde.
through  bis own  mouth  always beard.
Oft gesamnodon side herigeas,

Often gathered wide bosts,

folc unmzte to frean dome,

people  immense  to  of-lord judgment,

pzr hie hyrcnodon haliges lare.
where  they listened-to of-holy-one  teaching.

Donne eft gewat «xdelinga helm,

Then again  went of-princes  protector;
beorht bledgifa in bold oder,
bright glory-giver into  house  other,
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dxr him togenes god herigende

where  him toward god praising

to dam medelstede manige comon,

o the meeting-place many came,
snottre seleradend: symble gefegon

wise ball-counselors: always rejoiced
beornas blidheorte burhweardes cyme.
warriors glad-hearted  of-city-guardian  coming.
Swa geszlde iu, pxt se sigedema
So befell formerly,  that  the victory-judge
ferde, frea mihtig: nzs paxr folces ma
traveled,  lord mighty:  not-was there of-people more
on sidfate sinra leoda

on  journey  of-his  people

nemne ellefne orettmacgas,

except eleven warrior-men,

geteled tireadige, he weas twelfta sylf.
counted  glory-blessed, he  was twelfth  himself:
Pa we becomon to pam cynestole,
When — we came to  the royal-seat,
par getimbred was tempel dryhtnes
where built was temple of-lord
heah 7 horngeap, hzledum gefrege,
high and  horn-gabled, to-heroes famous,
wuldre gewlitegod. Huscworde ongan
with-glory adorned. With-insult-word ~ began
purh inwitdanc ealdorsacerd

through  malice-thought high-priest

herme hyspan, hordlocan onspeon,

barmfully  to-mock,  hoard-enclosure  unfastened,
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wroht webbade: he on gewitte oncneow,
strife wove: bhe in wit recognized,
pxzt we sodfestes swade folgodon,

that  we  of-righteous-one  track followed,

leston larcwide; he lungre ahof

followed  teaching-speech; he  quickly  raised

wode widerhydig, wean onblonden:
with-voice  hostile-minded, — with-woe mingled:
‘Hwzt! ge syndon earme ofer ealle menn,
‘Lo! you are wretched beyond  all men,
wadad widlastas, weorn geferad

wander wide-paths, many travel

earfodsida, ellpeodiges nu

of-hard-journeys,  of-foreigner  now

butan leodrihte larum hyrad,

without  people-right  to-teachings  listen,

eadiges orhlytte xdeling cydad,

of-blessedness  destitute prince  proclaim,

secgad sodlice, pxt mid suna meotudes

say truly, that  with  son of-ordainer
drohtigen daxghwemlice! pzt is dugudum cud,
(you)-live daily! that is to-hosts known,
hwanon pam ordfruman xdelu onwocon.
whence Jor-the author descent arose.

He wzs afeded on pysse folcsceare,

He was  brought-up in this people-land,
cildgeong acenned mid his cneomagum;
child-young born among  his kinsmen;

pus syndon haten hamsittende

thus are called home-sitting
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feder 9 modur, pxs we gefregen habbad
father  and  motbher, as  we heard have
purh modgemynd, Maria 7 Ioseph:

through  mind-memory,  Mary and  Joseph:

syndon him on xdelum odere twegen

are to-him in descent other two
beornas geborene brodorsybbum 690
warriors born with-brother-kinships

’

suna losephes, Simon < Tacob.
sons of-Joseph, Simon  and  James.
Swa hleodrodon hzleda rzswan,
So spoke of-heroes leaders,
dugod domgeorne, dyrnan pohton

host glory-eager; to-hide  intended

meotudes mihte: man eft gehwearf,

of-ordainer might:  crime  again turned,

yfel endeleas, pzr hit @r aras. 695

evil endless, where it before arose.
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VII - THE SPEAKING STONE

Christ works wonders in the wilderness and returns to the temple, where the priests
still refuse to believe. He commands a carved image of the cherubim and seraphim
to step down from the wall and speak, and the stone rebukes the priests and names
Christ the God of Abrabam, Isaac, and Jacob. When the elders call it sorcery,
Christ sends the stone to Mamre to raise the three patriarchs from their tomb; they
bear witness to the terrified people, and be sends them back to the joys of heaven.
Andrew talks all day until sleep takes bim.

Pa se peoden gewat pegna heape

Then the  prince went  of-thanes with-band

fram pam medelstede mihtum geswided,
from the meeting-place  with-powers  strengthened,
dugeda dryhten secan digol land:

of-hosts lord to-seck  secret  land:

he purh wundra feala on pam westenne,

be  through of-wonders many in the wilderness,
crefta gecydde, pxt he was cyning on riht
of-powers  showed, that  be  was king by right
ofer middangeard magene geswided,

over middle-earth with-strength  strengthened,
waldend 7 wyrhta wuldorprymmes,

ruler and  maker of~glory-magjesty,

an ece god eallra gesceafta;

one eternal god  of-all creatures;

swylce he oderra unrim cydde

likewise he  of-others  countless  showed
wundorworca on wera gesyhde.

of-wonder-works in  of-men sight.
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Syppan eft gewat odre side

Afterward  again  went  on-second  time

getrume mycle, pxt he in temple gestod,
with-company ~ great,  thar he in  temple stood,
wuldres aldor. Wordhleodor astag

of-glory prince. Word-sound rose

geond heahreced; haliges lare

throughout high-hall; of-holy-one  teaching

synnige ne swulgon, peah he sodra swa feala
sinful-ones  not  swallowed,  though he of-true  so  many
tacna gecydde, pxr hie tosegon.

of -signs showed, where  they  looked-on.

Swylce he wratlice wundor-agrefene

Likewise ~ he  wondrously wonder-engraved
anlicnesse engla sinra

likeness of-angels  his

geseh sigora frea on seles wage,

saw of-victories lord on  of-hall  wall,

on twa healfe torhte gefratwed,

on  two  sides  brightly adorned,

wlitige geworhte; he worde cwz0:

beautifully wrought; be  with-word  spoke:

‘Dis is anlicnes engelcynna

This is  likeness of-angel-kinds

pas bremestan mid pam burgwarum

of-the  most-famous  among  the citizens

in pare ceastre is: Cheruphim et Seraphim
in that city is: Cherubim and  Seraphim
pa on swegeldreamum syndon nemned;

who in beaven—joy: are named;
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fore onsyne ecan dryhtnes

before face of-eternal lord

standad stidferde, stefnum herigad,

stand firm-minded,  with-voices praise,
halgum hleodrum heofoncyninges prym,
with-holy sounds of-heaven-king majesty,
meotudes mundbyrd. Her amearcod is
of-ordainer protection. Here depicted is
haligra hiw purh handmegen,
of-holy-ones  form  through hand-power,

awriten on wealle, wuldres pegnas’
drawn on wall, of~glory thanes.”

bPa gen worde cwxd weoruda dryhten,
Then again with-word  spoke of-hosts lord,
heofonhalig gast fore pam heremagene:
heaven-holy spirit  before  the army-host:
‘Nu ic bebeode beacen «tywan,

Now I  command sign to-appear;
wundor geweordan on wera gemange,
wonder to-come-about  in  of-men midst,
dxt peos onlicnes eordan sece

that this likeness earth seek

wlitig of wage <7 word sprece,
beautiful from  wall and  word speak,

secge sodcwidum (py sceolon gelyfan
say with-true-sayings  thereby shall believe

corlas on cydde) hwet min xdelo sien!

warriors in  homeland  what my  descent be!’
Ne dorste pa forhylman hzlendes bebod
Not  dared  then disobey of-savior ~ command

60



ANDREAS

wundor fore weorodum, ac of wealle ahleop
wonder before bosts, but from  wall leapt
frod fyrngeweorc, paxt he on foldan stod,

wise ancient-work, that it on earth stood,

stan fram stane: stefn zfter cwom

stone  from stone: voice after came

hlud purh heardne, hleodor dynede,

loud  through  hard-one, sound resounded,

wordum wemde (wrztlic puhte 740
with-words  proclaimed — wondrous  seemed

stibhycgendum stanes ongin),

to-stern-minded-ones  of-stone  undertaking,

septe  sacerdas sweotolum tacnum,

instructed  priests with-clear signs,

witig werede 7 worde cwz0:

wise reproved  and with-word  spoke:

‘Ge synd unlzde earmra gepohta,

You  are  wretched  of-poor thoughts,

searowum beswicene 0dde sel nyton 745
with-tricks deceived or  better not-know

mode gemyrde! ge monetigad

in-mind  hindered!  you consider

godes ece bearn < pone, pe grund 45 sund,
of-god  eternal  child and  him, who ground and  sea,
heofon 7 eordan < hreo wagas,

heaven and  earth  and  rough waves,

salte sxstreamas < swegl uppe

salt sea-streams and  sky above
amearcode mundum sinum! 750
marked-out with-bands bis!
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bis is se ilca ealwalda god,

This is the same  all-ruling  god,

done on fyrndagum federas cudon;
whom in  former-days  fahers  knew;
he Abrahame 7 Isace

be to-Abrabam  and  Laac

and Jocobe gife bryttode,

and  to-Jacob  gifts  dispensed,

welum  weordode, wordum sxgde
with-riches honored, with-words said
xrest Habrahame «deles gepingu,
first to-Abrabam of-noble-one  promise,
pxt of his cynne cenned sceolde

that  from  his race born should

weordan wuldres god: is seo wyrd mid eow

become of-glory god: is the  event among you

open, orgete, magan eagum nu

open, manifest, (you)-may with-eyes  now
geseon sigores god, swegles agend’

e of-vicory god,  of-heaven  owner’
After pyssum wordum weorud hlosnode
After these words bost listened
geond paxt side sel, swigodon ealle.
throughout ~ that  wide hall,  fell-silent all.
Pa 0da yldestan eft ongunnon

Then  the eldest again began

secgan synfulle, sod ne oncneowan,
to-say sinful-ones,  truth not recognized,

pxt hit drycreftum gedon ware,

that it by-sorceries done were,
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scingelacum, bzt se scyna stan
by-magic-tricks, that  the shining  stone

mzlde for mannum: man wridode

spoke  beore  mem  crime  flourished
geond beorna breost, brandhata nid
throughout  of-warriors  breast, burning-hot  malice
weoll on gewitte, weorm bledum fag,
welled  in wit, worm  with-blasts [?] stained,
attor zlfele; per weard orcnawe 770
poison  all-baleful; there  became evident

purh teoncwide tweogende mod,

through  harm-speech doubting mind,

macga misgehygd mordre bewunden.
of-men evil-thought  with-murder encircled.

Da se peoden bebead prydweorc faran,
Then the  prince  commanded — mighty-work to-go,
stan strzte of stedewange

stone  on-street from  place-plain

7 ford gan, foldweg tredan, 775
and  forth to-go, earth-way  to-tread,

grene grundas, godes zrendu

green grounds, of-god ervands

larum ledan on pa leodmearce
with-teachings  to-lead into the  people-border

to Channaneum, cyninges worde

to Canaanites, of-king with-word

beodan Habrahame mid his eaforum twam

to-command  to-Abrabam with  his sons two
of eordscrzfe xrest fremman, 780
from earth-cave rising to-make,
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letan landreste, leodo gadrigean,

to-leave land-rest, limbs to-gather,

gaste onfon 7 geogodhade,

spirit receive  and youth-state,

edniwinga andweard cuman

anew prﬂ'ent to-come

frode fyrnweotan, folce gecydan,

wise ancient-sages,  to-people  to-proclaim,

hwylcne hie god mihtum ongiten hafdon.
which they  god  in-powers  perceived bad.
Gewat he pa feran, swa him frea mihtig,
Went he then  going, as  to-him lord  mighty,
scyppend wera gescrifen hafde,

creator of-men  appointed had,

ofer mearcpadu, pzt he on Mambre becom
over border-paths, that  he at Mamre came
beorhte blican, swa him bebead meotud,
brightly shining, as bhim  commanded  ordainer,
pzr pa lichoman lange prage,

where the  bodies long  while,

heahfedera hra beheled wzron.

of-patriarchs corpses  concealed were.

Het pa ofstlice up astandan

Commanded then  speedily  up to-stand
Habraham 5 Isaac, ®deling priddan
Abrabam and  Laac, prince third

Tacob of greote to godes gepinge

Jacob  from  dust to  of-god council

sneome of slepe pzm fastan; het hie to pzm side gyrwan,

quickly from  sleep the Jast; bade them for  the  way  prepare
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faran to frean dome: sceoldon hie pam folce gecydan,
to-go to  of-lord  judgment: should they to-the people  proclaim,
hwa =t frumsceafte furdum teode

who at creation first made

eordan eallgrene 7 upheofon,

earth all-green  and  heaven-above,

hwar se wealdend wzre, pe pxt weorc stadolade.

where the ruler were,  who that work established.

Ne dorston pa gelettan leng owihte 800
Not dared then binder longer  ar-all

wuldorcyninges word: geweotan da da witigan pry
of-glory-king word: departed then the  prophets  three
modige mearcland tredan, forletan moldern wunigean,
brave border-land to-tread, left earth-house to-remain,
open eordscrazfu; woldon hie xdre gecydan

open earth-caves; wished  they quickly to-proclaim
frumweorca faxder. Pa bzt folc geweard

of-first-works father.  Then  that  people was

egesan geaclod, pxr pa =delingas 805
with-terror  frightened, ~where the princes

wordum weordodon wuldres aldor.

with-words honored of-glory  prince.

Hie 0&a ricene  het rices  hyrde

Them then  quickly ~commanded of-kingdom guardian

to eadwelan opre side

to  blessed-wealth on-second  time

secan mid sybbe swegles dreamas

to-seck  with  peace  of-heaven Joys
7 pzr to widan feore willum neotan. 810
and there to  wide life with-joys enjoy.
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Nu du miht gehyran, hyse leofesta,

Now thou mayest bear, youth dearest,

hu he wundra worn wordum cydde,
how he of-wonders multitude with-words  showed,
swa peah ne gelyfdon larum sinum

50 though  not believed to-teachings bis
modblinde menn. Ic wat manig nu gyt,
mind-blind men. I know many now yes
mycel, mzre spell, de se maga fremede,
great, famous  story,  which the  son performed,
rodera rzdend, da Ju arzfnan ne miht,
of -skies ruler, which  thou endure not  canst,
hredre behabban hygepances gleaw.”
in-breast contain of-thought wise.”

Pus Andreas ondlangne dxg

Thus Andrew livelong day

berede  hleodorcwidum haliges lare,
made-known  with-voice-speeches  of-holy-one  teaching,
00 Ozt hine semninga slep ofereode
until  that  him suddenly sleep  overcame
on hronrade heofoncyninge neh.

on whale-road to-heaven-king near.
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VIII - BEFORE THE GATES

Christ has his angels carry the sleepers to the walls of Mermedonia. Andrew wakes
at dawn, recognizes the city, and tells bis disciples that the steersman was the Lord.
They describe their dream: eagles bore their souls to heaven, where they saw the
patriarchs, the martyrs, David, and the twelve apostles standing before Christ,
served by archangels. Andrew begs for mercy; Christ appears to bim as a boy, tells
bim bis failure to know bim was a lesser sin than his refusal in Achaea, and sends
him into the city to free Matthew and the captives.

Pa geledan  het lifes brytta
Then  to-lead ~ commanded of-life dispenser
ofer yda geprzc englas sine,
over  of-waves  tumult angels bis,

fedmum ferigean on feder ware

in-arms to-carry  into of-father protection
leofne mid lissum ofer lagufesten, 825
dear-one  with  kindnesses  over sea-fastness,

00 Ozt szwerige slzp ofereode.

until  that  sea-weary-ones  sleep overcame.

burh lyftgelac on land becwom

Through — air-motion  to  land came

to pxre ceastre, pe him cining engla
to  that city, which to-him  king  of-angels
* ok %

(lacuna)

*** 0Oa bpa aras sidigean,

(lacuna) then when arose  to-journey,

eadige on upweg edles neosan. 830

blessed-ones  on  up-way  of-homeland  to-seck.
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Leton pone halgan be herestrate

Left the holy-one by highway

swefan on sybbe under swegles hleo,

to-sleep in  peace under  of-heaven  shelter,
blidne bidan burhwealle neh,
cheerful  to-wait city-wall near,

his nidhetum nihtlangne fyrst,

to-his enemies night-long time,

00 Dzt dryhten forlet dzxgcandelle

until  that lord let day-candle

scire scinan: sceadu swederodon

brightly  shine: shadows vanished

wonn under wolcnum; pa com wederes blxst,
dark under clouds; then came  of-weather  blaze,
hador heofonleoma ofer hofu blican.
clear heaven-light over  dwellings  to-shine.
Onwoc pa wiges heard, wang sceawode,
Awoke then  of-war  hard-one,  plain surveyed,
fore burggeatum beorgas steape,

before city-gates hills steep,

hleodu hlifodon; ymbe harne stan

slopes towered; around  hoary  stone
tigelfagan trafu, torras stodon,

tile-adorned  buildings,  towers stood,

windige weallas. Pa se wis oncneow,
windy walls. Then the wise-one  recognized,
pxt he Marmedonia magde hexfde

that  he  of-Mermedonia nation bad

side gesohte, swa him sylf bebead,

by-journey  sought, as  him  bimself commanded,
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pam him fore gescraf feder mancynnes.
he-who  for-him  journey appointed  father of-mankind.
Geseh he pa on greote gingran sine,

Saw be then on  sand  discipls b
beornas beadurofe biryhte him

warriors battle-brave beside bim

swefan on slxpe; he sona ongann

sleeping in  sleep;  he at-once  began
wigend weccean - worde cwx0: 850
warriors to-wake  and with-word  spoke:

“Ic eow secgan mxg sod orgete,

‘T ro-you tell can  truth manifest,

pxt us gystran dzge on geofones stream
that  us  yesterday  by-day on of-ocean stream
ofer arwelan xdeling ferede:

over  sea-wealth prince carried:

in pam ceole was cyninga wuldor,

in  the ship was of-kings glory,

w

waldend werdeode; ic his word oncneow, 85
ruler of-nation; I his  word recognized,

peh he his magwlite bemiden hefde”

though he  his  appearance concealed had”

Him pa =delingas ondsweorodon

To-him  then princes answered

geonge gCnCWidum, gastgerynum:

young with-answers,  with-spirit-mysteries:

“We Je, Andreas, eade gecydad

“We  to-thee,  Andrew, easily  make-known

sid userne, pxt du sylfa miht 860

Journey our, that  thou thyself  canst
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ongitan gleawlice gastgehygdum!

perceive wisely with-spirit-thoughts!

Us szwerige slep ofereode:

Us sea-weary  sleep  overcame:

pa comon earnas ofer yda wylm
then came eagles over  of-waves  surge

on flyhte federum hremige,

in flight  with-feathers  exulting,

us of slependum sawle abrugdon,

us  from  sleeping-ones souls drew-out,

mid gefean feredon flyhte on lyfte,

with Joy carried  in-flight in air,
brehtmum blide, beorhte < lide,
with-ounds  joyful,  bright  and gentl,
lissum lufodon 7 in lofe wunedon:
with-kindnesses loved and in  praise dwelt:
paxr wxs singal sang < swegles gong,
there  was  continual song and  of-heaven  course,
wlitig weoroda heap < wuldres preat.
beautiful of-hosts band and  of-glory throng.
Vtan ymbe =xdelne englas stodon,
Outside  around — noble-one  angels stood,
pegnas ymb peoden pusendmalum,
thanes around  prince by-thousands,
heredon on hehdo halgan stefne

praised on high with-holy ~ voice
dryhtna dryhten: dream was on hyhte.
of-lords lord: Jjoy was  in Jjoy.
We Ozr heahfaderas halige oncneowon

We  there patriarchs holy recognized
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7 martyra magen unlytel:

and  of-martyrs host not-little:

sungon sigedryhtne sodfzstlic lof

sang to-victory-lord truthful praise
dugod domgeorne; pxr wxs Dauid mid,
bost glory-eager; there  was David ~ with,
eadig oretta, Essages sunu,

blessed  champion,  of-Jesse son,

for Crist cumen, cining Israhela.

before  Christ come, king of-Israelites.

Swylce we gesegon for suna meotudes

Likewise — we saw before  son of-ordainer
zdelum ecne eowic standan,
with-noble-qualities  endowed — you stand,

twelfe getealde, tireadige haled;

twelve counted, glory-blessed  beroes;

eow pegnodon prymsittende,

you served glory-sitting-ones,

halige heahenglas: Jam  bid hxleda well,
boly archangels:  for-thav-one i of-heross  well
pe bpara blissa brucan moton.

who of-those  joys enjoy may.

ber waxs wuldres wynn, wigendra prym,
There  was of-glory Jjoy, of-warriors  majesty,

®delic onginn: nas par xnigum gewinn.

noble beginning:  not-was  there to-any strife.
bam bid wrxcsid witod, wite geopenad,
For-that-one  is  exile-journey —appointed, torment opened,

pe bpara gefeana sceal fremde weordan,

who  of-those Joys shall  stranger become,
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hean hwearfian, ponne heonon gangap!”
abject wander, when bence (they)-go!”
Pa wzs modsefa myclum geblissod
Then  was mind greatly gladdened
haliges on hredre, sydpan hleodorcwide
of-holy-one  in breast, when voice-speech
gingran gehyrdon, pzt hie god wolde
disciples beard, that  them  god would
onmunan swa mycles ofer menn ealle,
deem-worthy  of-so much over men all,

7 pxt word gecwxd wigendra hleo:
and  that  word spoke of-warriors  shelter:
“Nu ic, god dryhten, ongiten haxbbe,
‘Now I god lord, perceived have,
pxt du on farodstrazte feor ne ware,
that  thou on sea-street far  not  wert,
cyninga wuldur, pa ic on ceol gestah,
of-kings glory, when I on  ship  climbed,
deh ic on ydfare engla peoden,
though I on wave-journey of-angels  prince,
gasta geocend ongitan ne cude!

of-spirits belper recognize  not  could!
Weord me nu milde, meotud =xlmihtig,
Be to-me now gracious,  ordainer almighty,
blide, beorht cyning! Ic on brimstreame
kind, bright king! I on sea-stream
sprec worda worn, wat =zfter nu,
spoke of-words  multitude, know afterward now,
hwa me wyrdmyndum on wudubate

who me with-honors in wood-boat
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ferede ofer flodas: pzt is frofre gast
carried over  floods: that is  of-comfort  spirit
hzleda cynne; pxr is help gearu,
oftheroes  torace;  dhere s belp  ready,
milts @t marum manna gehwylcum,
mercy  from famous-one  of-men to-each,

sigorsped geseald, pam pe seced to him!”

victory-success  given, to-him who  seeks  to  him!”
Pa him fore eagum onsyne weard 910
Then to-him before eyes visible became

xdeling odywed in pa ilcan tid,

prince revealed  in the same  time,

cining cwicera gehwzs purh cnihtes had.
king  oflivingones  of-each through  ofboy  form.
Pa he worde cwad wuldres aldor:

Then he with-word  spoke of-glory prince:

“Wes Ou, Andreas, hal mid pas willgedryht,
“Be thou,  Andrew, hale  with  this willing-band,
ferd gefeonde! ic pe  fride  healde, 915
spirit rejoicing! I thee with-protection  hold,

pxt pe ne moton mangenidlan,

that  thee not may crime-foes,

grame grynsmidas gaste gesceddan.”

flerce barm-smiths  in-spirit harm.”

Feoll pa to foldan, friodo wilnode

Fell then  to earth, of-peace desired

wordum wis haled, winedryhten fregn:

with-words  wise bero, friend-lord asked:
“Hu geworhte ic paxt, waldend fira, 920
“How  brought-about I  that, ruler of-men,
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synnig wi0 seolfne sawla nergend,

sinful against  thyself  of-souls savior,

pxt ic pe swa godne ongitan ne meahte
that I thee so good perceive  not could
on weagfxre, pxr ic worda gesprac

on  wave-journey, where I  of-words spoke

minra for meotude ma ponne ic sceolde?”
of-mine  before  ordainer  more  than I should?”
Him andswarode ealwalda god:

To-him answered all-ruling  god:

“No du swa swide synne gefremedest,
“Not  thou so  greatly sin committedst,
swa Ou in Achaia ondszc dydest,

as thou in  Achaea denial didst,

dxt Ou on feorwegas feran ne cude

that  thou on far-ways travel not  could

ne in pa ceastre becuman mehte

nor into the city come might

ping gehegan preora nihta

business  to-accomplish ~ of-three  nights
fyrstgemearces, swa ic pe feran  het
of-appointed-time, as I thee to-go commanded
ofer wega gewinn. Wast nu pe gearwor,
over  of-waves strife. Knowest now the more-readily,
pxt ic eade mzg anra gehwylcne

that I easily  can  of-ones each

fremman 5 fyrpran freonda minra

belp and  further of-friends my

on landa gehwylc, per me leofost bid.

in  of-lands each, where to-me  dearest is.

74



ANDREAS

Aris nu hrzdlice, red =zdre ongit,

Arise  now quickly, counsel at-once  perceive,
beorn gebledsod, swa pe beorht feder
warrior blessed, as  thee  bright  father
geweordad wuldorgifum to widan aldre,
honors with-glory-gifis ~ to wide age,
crefte 5 mihte! Pu in pa ceastre gong
with-skill and  might!  Thou into the city g0

vnder burglocan, pzr pin brodor is!

under city-enclosure, where thy  brother  is!

Wat ic Matheus purh manra hand
Know I Matthew  through of-wicked-ones  hand
hrinan heorudolgum, heafodmagu

touched with-sword-wounds, bead-kinsman
searonettum beseted: pu hine secan scealt,
with-cunning-nets beset: thou  him seek shalt,
leofne alysan of  ladra  hete

dear-one  release  from of-hostile-ones  hate

ond eal pxt mancynn, pe him mid wunige
and  all  that mankind, who him  with dwell
elpeodigra inwitwrasnum

of-foreigners with-malicefetters

bealuwe gebundene. Him sceal bot hrade
with-evil bound.  For-him  shall remedy quickly
weorpan in worulde 7 in wuldre lean,
come in world and in glory reward,
swa ic him sylfum @r secgende was.

as I to-him  bimself  before saying was.
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VIIII - MATTHEW FREED

Christ warns Andrew that bis body will be cut and his blood will flow like water,
but that his life cannot be taken, and bids him remember the Passion. Unseen,
Andrew reaches the prison; the seven guards at the door fall dead, and at bis prayer
the door springs open. He finds Matthew praising God, and the two embrace.
They free every captive, men and women, and Matthew leads them away under a
cloud. The brothers part, each strengthening the other in the hope of heaven.

Nv Ou, Andreas, scealt edre genedan

Now thou,  Andrew, shalt  quickly — venture

in gramra gripe: is pe gud weotod,
into of-hostile-ones  grip:  is for-thee battle appointed,
heardum heoruswengum scel pin hra delan,
with-hard sword-strokes shall ~ thy  body be-parted,
wundum weordan wettre geliccost,

with-wounds become to-water likest,

faran flode blod. Hie pin feorh ne magon
Sflow as-flood  blood.  They  thy life not can
deade gedzlan, peh du drype dolie,
with-death sever, though thou  blow suffer,
synnigra slege. Pu bzt sar aber,

of-sinful-ones  stroke.  Thou that pain endure,

ne let pe ahweorfan hadenra prym,

not let thee  turn-away of-heathens  force,

grim gargewinn, pzt du gode swice

grim spear-strife, that  thou from-god  depart
dryhtne pinum! wes a domes georn!
fom-lord byl be ever ofglory eager!

let de on gemyndum, hu bzt manegum weard

let  thee in memories, bow  that to-many became
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fira gefrege geond feala landa,

of-men  known  throughour many of-lands,

paxt me bysmredon bendum fazstne

thar  me mocked with-bonds ~ fast

weras wanslige, wordum tyrgdon,

men unhappy, with-words reviled,

slogon 1 swungon! synnige ne mihton
struck and  scourged!  sinful-ones not  could
purh sarcwide sod gecydan;

through  sore-speech  truth make-known;

pa ic mid Iudeum gealgan pehte,

when I among Jews gallows  covered,

rod wexs arzred, pzr rinca sum

rood  was raised,  where of-warriors  one

of minre sidan swat ut forlet,

from my side blood  out let,

dreor to foldan. Ic adreah feala

gore to earth. I endured  many

yrmpa ofer eordan: wolde ic eow on Jdon
of-miseries  over earth: would I for-you in  that
purh blidne hige bysne onstellan,

through  gentle  mind  example set,

swa on ellpeode ywed wyrded.

as among  foreign-nation  shown will-be.

Manige syndon in pysse maran byrig,
Many are in this famous city,

para pe Ju gehweorfest to heofonleohte
of-those  whom  thou convertest to heaven-light
purh minne naman, peah hie mordres feala

through my name, though they  of-murder  much
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in fyrndagum gefremed habban”

in former-days committed have.”

Gewat him pa se halga heofonas secan,
Went bimself then the holy-one  beavens to-seek,
eallra cyninga cining pone clenan ham
of-all kings king the pure home
eadmedum upp: pzr is ar gelang
with-humility up:  there is grace  ready

fira gehwylcum, pam bpe hie findan cann!
of-men to-each, to-him who it find can!
Da wzxs gemyndig modgepyldig

Then — was mindful mind-patient

beorn, beaduwe heard; eode in burh hrade
warrior, in-battle hard; went into  city  quickly
anred oretta, elne  gefyrdred,

resolute  champion, with-courage  furthered,

maga mode rof, meotude getreowe,

man in-mind brave, to-ordainer faithful,

stop on strxte, stig wisode,

stepped on  street,  path  guided,

swa him nznig gumena ongitan ne mihte,
so-that  him none of-men perceive  —  could,
synfulra geseon: hxfde sigora weard
of-sinful-ones see: had  of-victories guardian

on pam wangstede ware  betolden

on the plain-place  with-protection covered
leofne leodfruman mid lofe sinum.

dear people-leader with  praise bis.

Hzfde pa se zdeling ingeprungen,

Had then the  prince pressed-in,
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Cristes cempa carcerne neh.

of-Christ  champion  to-prison near.

Geseh he hzdenra hlod =ztgzdere,

Saw he  of-heathens  band together,

fore hlindura hyrdas standan

before  lattice-door  guards standing

seofone «xtsomne: ealle swylt fornam,
seven together: all death  carried-off;
druron domlease: deadrzs forfeng

fell gloryless: death-rush seized

hxled heorodreorig. Pa se halga gebaxd
heroes sword-gory. Then the holy-one prayed-ro
bilwytne feder breostgehygdum,

gentle father with-breast-thoughts,

herede on hehdo heofoncyninges

praised on high of-heaven-king

god, dryhtendom. Duru sona onarn
goodness, lordship. Door  at-once  sprang-open
purh handhrine haliges gastes

through  hand-touch of-holy spirit

ond paxr in eode elnes gemyndig

and  there in  went of-courage mindful

hzle hildedeor: hzdene swzfon

hero battle-bold: heathens slept

dreore druncne, deadwang rudon.

with-gore drunk, death-plain  reddened.

Geseh he Matheus in pam mordorcofan,
Saw be Matthew — in  the murder-chamber,
hazled higerofne under heolstorlocan

hero mind-brave under  darkness-enclosure
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secgan dryhtne lof, domweordinga
saying to-lord  praise, glory-honors
engla deodne. He Oxr ana set,
of-angels  to-prince. ~ He  there alone  sat,
geohdum geomor in pam gnornhofe;
with-sorrows sad in  the  mourning-house;
geseh pa under swegle swxsne geferan,
saw then  under beaven dear companion,

1010 halig haligne: hyht was geniwad.
holy-one  holy-one: hope was renewed.
Aras pa togenes, gode pancade,
Arose  then toward-him, to-god  thanked,
pxs de hie onsunde xfre moston
for-that that they  unbarmed  ever might
geseon under sunnan. Syb wxs gemzne
see under sun. Peace  was shared
bam pam gebrodrum, blis edniwe;
to-both  the brothers, bliss  renewed;

1015 xghweder oderne earme bepehte,
each-of-two other  with-arm  covered,
cyston hie 7 clypton: Criste waron begen
kissed they and  embraced:  to-Christ were both
leofe on mode. Hie leoht ymbscan
dear in mind.  Them  light  shone-around
halig 7 heofontorht; hredor innan was
holy and  heaven-bright; breast within ~ was
winnum awelled. Pa worde ongan
with-joys welled-up.  Then with-word  began

1020 «rest Andreas xJelne geferan,

first Andrew noble  companion,
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on clustorcleofan mid cwide sinum

in prison-cell with  speech bis

gretan godfyrhtne, szde him gudgedingu,

to-greet  god-fearing-one,  told  him  battle-contests,

feohtan fara monna: “Nu is pin folc on luste,
fights of-hostile men: “Now is thy people in  desire,
hzled hyder on *xx*

heroes hither — on  (lacuna)

% % %

(lacuna)

*** gewyrht eardes neosan.” 1025

(lacuna)  deeds  offland  to-visit”

After pyssum wordum wuldres pegnas,
Afver these words  ofglory  thanes
begen pa gebrodor to gebede hyldon,
both the  brothers to  prayer bowed,
sendon hira bene fore bearn godes:

cent their  prayer before  child  ofgod:
swylce se halga in pam hearmlocan
likewise  the holy-one in  the barm-enclosure
his god grette 7  him geoce bzd, 1030
bis  god  grected and for-bimself of-aid  asked,
hzlend helpe, xrpan hra crunge

avior  ofbelp, before body  fll

fore hadenra hildeprymme,

before of-beathens  battle—force

7 pa geledde of leodobendum

and  then led from limb-bonds

fram pam fzstenne on frid dryhtnes

from the Jortress into  protection of-lord
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tu 7 hundteontig geteled rime

two and bundred counted  in-number

swylce seofontig

likewise seventy

generede fram nide: par he nznigne forlet
rescued from  affliction: there  be none left
under burglocan bendum festne,

under city-enclosure  with-bonds fast,

ond par wifa pa gyt weorodes to eacan
and  there of-women then yet  of-company in addition
anes wana *** pe fiftig

of-one lacking (lacuna) than  fifty

forhte gefreodode. Fegen waron sides,
frightened protected. Glad were  of-journey,
lungre leordan, nalas leng bidon

quickly departed,  not-at-all longer — waited

in pam gnornhofe gudgepingo.

in  the  mourning-house  battle-contests.

Gewat pa Matheus menigo ledan

Went then  Matthew — multitude  leading

on gehyld godes, swa him se halga bebead,
into  protection  of-god, as him  the holy-one commanded,
weorod on  wilsid  wolcnum bepehte,
company ~ on  desired-journey  with-clouds covered,

pe lzs him scyldhatan scyddan comon,
by-that  less  them guilt-foes to-harm came,
mid earhfare ealdgenidlan,

with  arrow-flight old-enemies,

pzr pa modigan mid him madel gehedan,

where the  brave-ones  with them  council beld,
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treowgepoftan, ar hie on tu hweorfan: 1050
faith-companions, before they in  two turned:

xglder para eorla odrum trymede

each of-the warriors  to-other  confirmed

heofonrices  hyht, helle witu

of-heaven-kingdom  hope,  of-hell  torments

wordum werede. Swa 0a wigend mid him,

with-words — warded-off.  So  the warriors  with  him,

hzled higerofe halgum stefnum,

heroes mind-brave  with-holy voices,
cempan coste cyning weordadon, 1055
champions  chosen king honored,

wyrda waldend, pas wuldres ne bid

of-events ruler, of-whose glory not s

zfre mid eldum ende befangen.

ever  among  men end  encompassed.

X « THE LOT

Andrew sits by a bronze pillar in the street to wait. The Mermedonians find the
prison open, the guards dead, and the captives gone, and in their bunger they
think of eating the dead. They cast lots for who will be eaten; the lot falls on an
old counselor, who offers bis young son in his place. The crowd gathers to kill the
boy, who begs in vain for mercy, but Andrew grieves for him, and God makes
the weapons melt like wax, and the boy is saved.

Gewat him pa Andreas inn on ceastre

Went bimself then  Andrew in  into town

gledmod gangan, to pxs de he gramra gemot,

glad-minded  walking,  to where that he of-hostile-ones  meeting,
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1060 fara folc mezgen gefregen hafde,

of~foes  people force learned-of bad,

00 Ozt he gemette be mearcpade

until  that  be found by  border-path

standan strzte neah stapul zrenne.

standing street near pillar brazen.

Geszt him pa be healfe, hefde hluttre lufan,
Sat bimself then by side, had pure love,
ece upgemynd engla blisse:

eternal upward-thought of-angels ~ of-bliss:

1065 panon basnode under burhlocan,
thence awaited under  city-enclosure,
hwat him gudweorca gifede wurde.
what to-him  of-war-deeds  granted  would-be.

Pa gesamnedon side herigeas

Then gathered wide bosts

folces frumgaras, to pam fastenne
of-people chiefs, to  the fortress
warleasra werod waxpnum comon,
of-faithless-ones  company with-weapons came,

1070 hxdne hildfrecan, to pxs pa hxftas ar
beathen  battle-warriors, to where the  captives before
under hlinscuwan hearm prowedon.
under lattice-shadow harm suffered.
Wendan 7 woldon widerhycgende,
Expected and  wished bostile-minded-ones,
pxt hie on elpeodigum =«t geworhton,
thar  they  of foreigners food made,
weotude wiste: him seo wen gelah,

appointed feast:  to-them the  hope  failed,
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sy00an mid cordre carcernes duru 1075
when with troop of-prison door

eorre zscberend opene fundon,

angry ash-bearers open found,

onhliden hamera geweorc, hyrdas deade.

opened of-hammers work, guards dead.

Hie pa unhydige eft gecyrdon,

They then  unsuccessful — again turned,

luste belorene 1ad spell beran;

of-desire  deprived  hateful tidings  to-bear;

segdon pam folce, paxt Ozr feorrcundra, 1080
said to-the  people,  that there  of-foreign-born,

ellreordigra «nig ne to lafe

of-foreign-speaking ~ any  not as remnant

in carcerne cwic ne gemette,

in prison alive — found,

ah par heorodreorige hyrdas lagan,

but  there sword-gory guards lay,

gxsne on greote, gaste berofene

liftless  on  sand,  of-pirit  bereft

fegra fleschaman. Pa weard forht manig 1085
of-doomed-ones  flesh-coverings. ~ Then  became  afraid ~ many

for pam ferspelle folces rxswa,

for the  sudden-tidings of-people  leader,

hean, hygegeomor, hungres on wenum,

abject, mind-sad, of-hunger  in  expectations,

blates beodgastes. Nyston beteran rad,

of-pale table-guest. Not-knew better counsel,

ponne hie pa belidenan  him  to lifnere,

than they the departed-ones for-themselves as  sustenance,
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deade gefeormedon: durupegnum weard
dead consumed: to-door-thanes was
in ane tid eallum =tsomne

in one time  to-all together

purh heard gelac hildbedd styred.
through ~ hard  tumult  battle-bed stirred.

Pa ic lungre gefregn leode tosomne
Then I quickly heard-of  people together
burgwaru bannan: beornas comon,
citizenry SUMMONING:  warriors came,
wiggendra preat wicgum gengan,
of-warriors throng  on-steeds going,

on mearum modige, madelhegende,

on  bores  proud-omes,  council-bolders
Zscum dealle. Pa weas eall geador
with-ash-spears  proud.  Then — was all  rogether
to pam pingstede peod gesamnod,

to the  meeting-place  nation gathered,

leton him pa betweonum taan wisian,
let them then  between-them lot direct,
hwylcne hira rest odrum sceolde
which of-them  first  for-others  should

to foddurpege feores ongyldan;

as food-taking of-life pay;

hluton hellereftum, hzdengildum
cast-lots with-bell-crafis, with-heathen-idols
teledon betwinum. Pa se tan gehwearf
counted between-them. ~ Then the  lot turned
efne ofer znne ealdgesida,

even over one  of-old-companions,
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se waxs ulweota eorla dugode 1105
who  was counselor  of-warriors  to-host

heriges on ore. Hrade siddan weard

of-army in  front. Quickly afterward  was

fetorwrasnum fzst feores orwena:

with-fetter-chains fast of-life  despairing:

cleopode pa collenferhd cearegan reorde,

cried then  bold-spirited-one with-sorrowful  wvoice,

cwzd, he his sylfes sunu syllan wolde,

said, be  his own son give would,
on zhtgeweald eaforan geongne 1110
into possession son young

lifes to lisse. Hie 0a lac hrade

oflife as release. They then gifé quickly

pegon to pance: peod was oflysted

accepted  with  thanks:  nation  was desirous

metes modgeomre, nxs him to madme wynn,
of-food mind-sad, not-was to-them in  treasure Jjoy,

hyht to hordgestreonum; hungre waron

hope in board-treasures; with-hunger were
pearle gepreatod, swa se deodsceada 1115
severely afflicted, as  the  people-harmer

hreow ricsode. Pa was rinc manig,
cruelly ruled. Then  was — warrior — many,

gudfrec guma ymb pas geongan feorh
war-bold man  about of-the  young-one life
breostum onbryrded to pam beadulace.
in-breasts inspired to  the battle-play.

Was pzxt weatacen wide gefrege,

Was that  woe-token  widely  known,
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120 geond pa burh bodad beorne manegum,
throughout the  city  proclaimed to-warrior many,
pxt hie pas cnihtes cwealm cordre gesohton,
that  they of-the  youth death in-troop sought,
dugude 7 eogode dzl onfengon
of-veterans and  of-youths  portion received
lifes to leofne. Hie lungre to pes
of-life as sustenance. They — quickly —to  thar
hzdene herigweardas here samnodan
beathen temple-guardians  army gathered

1125 ceastrewarena: cyrm upp astah.
of—citizem: outcry up rose.

Da se geonga ongann geomran stefne
Then the young-one  began with-sad voice
gehzfted for herige hearmleod galan,
fettered before  army harm-song  to-chant,
freonda feasceaft frides wilnian:

of-friends destitute  of-peace  to-desire:

ne mihte earmsceapen are findan,

not  could wretched-one  grace  find,

1130 freode «t pam folce, pe him feores wolde,
protection from  the  people, who to-him  of-life would,
ealdres geunnan; hzfdon xglecan
of-life grant; had monsters
secce gesohte, sceolde sweordes ecg
strife sought, should of-sword edge
scerp 7 scurheard of sceadan folme,
sharp  and  blow-hard  from of-foe band,
fyrmzlum fag feorh acsigan.

with-fire-marks ~ stained  life demand.
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Pa paxt Andrea earmlic puhte, 1135
Then that to-Andrew — wretched  seemed,

peodbealo pearlic to gedolianne,

people-bale severe  to endure,

pxt he swa unscyldig ealdre sceolde

that  he 50 guiltless oflife should

lungre linnan. Was se leodhete

quickly be-bereft. ~ Was  the  people-hate

prohtheard: prymman sceocan,

bardship-hard: bosts bastened,
modige magupegnas mordres on luste, 1140
proud retainers of-murder  in  desire,

woldon #ninga ellenrofe

wished at-once  courage-brave-ones

on pam hysebeordre heafolan gescenan,
on the youth-child bead break,
garum agetan. Hine god forstod
with-spears  destroy. Him  god  protected
halig of hehdo hzdenum folce:

holy  from  height  from-heathen  people:

het wapen wera wexe gelicost 1145
commanded — weapons  of-men  to-wax likest

on pam orlege eall formeltan,

in the battle all melt-away,

py lzs scyldhatan sceadan mihton,
by-that  less guilt-foes barm might,
egle  ondsacan, ecga prydum.
loathsome  adversaries,  of-edges  with-forces.

Swa weard alysed of leodhete

So was released  from  people-hate
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150 geong of gyrne. Gode ealles panc,
young-one from  sorrow.  To-god  of-all  thanks,
dryhtna dryhtne, pxs Je he dom gifed
of-lords to-lord,  for-that that he glory  gives
gumena gehwylcum, para pe geoce to him
of-men to-each, of-those who  aid to  him
seced mid snytrum! pzr bid symle gearu
seeks with wisdom!  there is  always  ready
freod unhwilen, pam pe hie findan cann.

peace eternal, to-him who it find can.

XI - ANDREW SEIZED

Famine fills the city, and its counselors meet. The devil appears among them, dark
and ugly, names Andrew as the stranger who freed the prisoners, and urges them to
kill bim. Andrew rebukes him as the one God bound in darkness, whom those who
know God’s law call Satan. God tells Andrew to be brave, for they cannot take his
life. The people seize Andrew and drag bim all day through the stone streets until
bis body is torn and bloody, then return bim to prison with bis spirit unbroken.

155 DPa was wop hxfen in wera burgum,
Then —was weeping  raised  in  of-men cities,
hlud heriges cyrm, hreopon friccan,
loud  of-army outcry,  shouted  heralds
mzndon meteleaste, mede stodon,
lamented food-lack, weary stood,
hungre gehefte; hornsalu wunedon
by-bunger  fettered; horn-halls remained
weste winrzced: welan ne benohton

empty wine-halls: wealth  not bad
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warriors to

Geszton
Sat

ermOu eahtigan: nas

misery to-consider:

Fregn pa
Asked

gelome

then

“Ne hele,
“Not

frequently
se de
be

conceal, who

on sefan snyttro!

in mind wisdom!

prea

affliction

ormzte: is
immense: is
pxt we wisfestra
that

ba
Then  before

we  of-wise-ones

the

enjoy
searupancle

cunning-minded-ones

not-was

host

ANDREAS

1160

in the  bitter  time.
sundor to rune

apart  for council

edle

in  homeland

him to wynn.

to-them Jjoy.
freca oderne:

warrior  other:

habbe holde lare,

have

Nu

Now is

loyal

counsel,

is szl cumen, 1165

time come,

nu

pearf mycel,

now  need

great,
wordum hyran”

to-words listen.”

for pzre dugode deoful xtywde

devil appeared

wann 7 wliteleas, hzfde weriges hiw.

dark

and ugly,

Ongan pa meldigan morpres brytta,

Began then

to-denounce

bad

of-cursed-one  form.
1170

of-murder  dispenser,

hellehinca pone halgan wer

hell-limper [7] the
widerhycgende 4

hostile-minded

and

holy

man

pxt word gecwzd:

that  word spoke:

“Her is gefered ofer feorne weg

“Here  is  traveled

over

far

way

xdelinga sum innan ceastre

of-princes

one

within

city
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ellpeodigra, pone ic Andreas

of~foreigners, whom I Andrew

nemnan herde! he eow neon gesceod,

name heard!  he  you near barmed,

da he aferede of fzstenne

when he  led-away  from fortress

manncynnes ma, ponne gemet Wwere.
of-mankind more,  than  measure  were.

Nu ge magon eade oncyddxda

Now  you may easily hostile-deeds

wrecan on gewyrhtum: letad wapnes spor,
avenge by deserts: let of-weapon  track,
iren ecgheard eadorgeard sceoran,

iron  edgo-bard  vein-enclosure  cus,

fxeges feorhhord! gad fromlice,
of-doomed-one life-hoard! g0 boldly,

pxt ge widerfeohtend wiges gehnzgan!”
thar  you adversary of-war subdue!”
Him bpa Andreas agef -sware:

To-him then  Andrew gave  answer:

“Hwzt Ou bristlice peode larest,

“Lo thou boldly nation  teachest,

bzldest to beadowe? wast pe bales cwealm
encouragest  to battle? knowest  thou  of-fire death
hatne in helle, 7 pu here fysest

hot in  hell, and thou army  urgest

fedan to gefeohte? eart du fag wid god.
troop to fight? art  thou hostile against  god.
dugoda demend. Hwat du, deofles strzl,

of-hosts Judge. Lo thou,  of-devil  arrow,
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icest  pine yrmdo? Je se xlmihtiga 1190
increasest  thy misery?  thee the almighty

heanne gehnzgde 7 heolstor besceaf,

abject bumbled and  darkness  pushed-into,

pxr pe cyninga cining clamme belegde

where thee  of-kings king with-fetter bound

7 pe sy00an a Satan nemdon,

and thee afterward ever  Satan named,

da Jde dryhtnes a deman cudon”

those who of-lord ever  to-judge knew.”

Pa gyt se widermeda wordum lxrde 1195
Then  still  the hostile-one with-words  taught

folc to gefeohte feondes crafte:

people  to fight of-fiend  with-craft:

“Nu ge gehyrad hzleda gewinnan,

“Now  you bear of-heroes adversary,

se dyssum herige mast hearma gefremede!

who  to-this army most  of-harms performed!

Dzt is Andreas, se me on flited

That is  Andrew, who me against contends

wordum wratlicum for wera menigo.” 1200
with-words wondrous before  of-men  multitude.”

Da wzs beacen boden burhsittendum:

Then  was sign given to-city-duwellers:

ahleopon hildfrome heriges brehtme

leapt-up battle-bold-ones ~ of-army  with-noise

ond to weallgeatum wigend prungon,

and  to wall-gates warriors thronged,

cene under cumblum cordre mycle

keen under banners with-troop  great
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to dam orlege ordum 7 bordum.

to the battle  with-points and shields.

Pa worde cwzd weoroda dryhten,

Then with-word  spoke of-hosts lord,

meotud mihtum swid szgde his magopegne:
ordainer in-powers  strong said  to-his retainer:
“Scealt 0u, Andreas, ellen fremman!

“Shalt thou, Andrew, courage perform!

ne mid Ou for menigo, ah pinne modsefan
not  hide thou for multitude, bur thy mind

stadola wid strangum! Nis seo stund latu,

establish  against  strong-ones!  Not-is  the bour late,
pxt pe walreowe witum  belecgap,
that  thee slaughter-cruel-ones with-torments beset,

cealdan clommum. Cyd pe sylfne,

with-cold fetters. Show  thee  thyself,

herd hige pinne, heortan stadola,

barden  mind thy, beart establish,

pxt hie min on de mxgen oncnawan!

that  they my in thee  might recognize!

Ne magon hie 7 ne moton ofer mine est
Not can they and not may against  my  favor
pinne lichoman lehtrum scyldige

thy body with-crimes  guilty-ones

deade gedzlan, Jeah Ou drype polige,
with-death sever, though  thou  blow suffer,

mirce manslaga: ic pe mid wunige!”

dark murderers: I thee with dwell!”

After pam wordum com werod unmate,

After the words came  company — immense,
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lyswe larsmeodas mid lindgecrode,
fabse lore-smiths  with  shield-throng,
bolgenmode bzron ut hrxde

enraged-ones rushed  out  quickly

7 pam halgan pxr handa gebundon,
and to-the  holy-one  there  hands bound,
sippan geypped wzs xdelinga wynn

when revealed was  of-princes Jjoy

7 hie andweardne
and  they present

gesion  sigerofne.

see U'[C[Ory—brﬂve'aﬂe.
on pam welwange
on the  slaughter-plain
leoda dugude: Iyt
of-peoples  of-host: little

eagum meahton
with-eyes might

Par wzs sec manig
Tber was man many
wiges oflysted

of-war  desirous
sorgodon,

cared,

hwylc him paxt edlean =xfter wurde.

what to-them that  reward  after  would-be.

Heton  pa lezdan

Commanded then  to-lead

ofer landsceare,

over land-region,

dragmalum teon torngenidlan,

at-intervals to-drag

grief-enemy,

swa hie hit frecnost findan meahton.

as they it most-cruelly  devise might.

Drogon deormode «fter dunscrzfum,

Dragged bold-ones

along bill-caves,

ymb stanhleodo stxrcedferhpe

around  stone-slopes  stiffened-spirited-ones

efne swa wide swa

even as  widely  as

wegas to lagon,

ways  thither  lay,
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enta xrgeweorc innan burgum,

of-giants  ancient-work  within cities,

strzte stanfage. Storm upp aras

streets stone-adorned.  Storm up  arose

xfter  ceasterhofum, cirm unlytel

throughout city-dwellings, outcry  not-little

hxdnes heriges. Waxs pxs halgan lic

of-heathen army. Was  of-the  holy-one  body
sarbennum soden, swate bestemed,
with-sore-wounds  seethed,  with-blood drenched,

banhus abrocen: blod ydum weoll,

bone-house  broken: blood  in-waves  welled,

hat of heolfre. Hxfde him on innan

bt from  gore Had  bimself in  within

ellen untweodne; was pxt zdele mod

courage undoubting; was  that  noble  mind

asundrad fram synnum, peah he sares swa feala
separated from sins, though  he of-pain  so  much
deopum dolgslegum dreogan sceolde.

with-deep  wound-blows  endure  should.

Swa wxs ealne dxg, 08 Oxt xfen com

So (he)-was  all day,  until that evening came
sigeltorht, swungen: sar eft gewod

sun-bright, scourged:  pain again  pierced

ymb pzs beornes breost, 0d bzt beorht gewat
around of-the  warrior breast,  until thar  bright went
sunne swegeltorht to sete glidan.

sun heaven-bright ~ to setting  gliding

Lzddan pa leode ladne gewinnan

Led then  people  hated adversary
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to carcerne: he was Criste swa peah 1250
to prison: he  was  to-Christ  so  though
leof on mode; him w=xs leoht sefa,
dear in  mind;  to-him  was light ~ mind,

halig heortan neh, hige untyddre.

holy to-heart  near,  spirit  unweakened.

XII - THE DEVILS FLEE

Andrew spends a bitter winter night in prison praising God. At dawn be is dragged
out and scourged again, and prays thar God will not let the devil mock those who
praise bim. The devil urges the crowd to strike him on the mouth. That night
the devil comes with six others, taunts Andrew with Christs death under Herod,

and orders bis own sons to kill bim; but when they see the sign of the cross on bis

face they flee, and tell their father to fight Andrew himself.

bPa se halga waxs under heolstorscuwan,

Then the holy-one was  under darkness-shadow,

eorl ellenheard ondlange niht

warrior  courage-hard livelong night
searopancum  beseted. Snaw eordan band 1255
with-cunning-thoughts beset. Snow earth bound

wintergeworpum; weder coledon

with-winter-casts; weathers  grew-cold

heardum hagelscurum, swylce hrim 7 forst,
with-hard bail-showers, likewise  rime and  frost,
hare hildstapan hzleda edel

hoary  battle-steppers  of-heroes  homeland

lucon, leoda gesetu; land waron freorig

locked, of-peoples  dwellings; ~ lands were [freezing
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cealdum cylegicelum; clang weteres prym
with-cold cold-icicles; shrank  of-water force
ofer eastreamas, is brycgade

over  river-streams, ice  bridged

blece brimrade. Blidheort wunode

dark sea-road. Glad-bearted — remained

eorl unforcud, elnes gemyndig,

warrior  unreviled,  of-courage mindful,

prist q prohtheard in preanedum

bold and  bardship-hard  in dire-needs
wintercealdan niht, no on gewitte blon,
winter-cold night, not in wit ceased,
acol for py egesan, pxs pe he «r ongann,
afaid for the  terror,  ofthar which ke before  began,
pxt he a domlicost dryhten herede,

that  he ever most-gloriously lord praised,
weordade wordum, o0 OJxt wuldres gim
honored with-words, ~ until that  of-glory  gem
heofontorht onhlad. Pa com hzleda preat
heaven-bright opened.  Then came  of-heroes  throng
to Jxre dimman ding, dugud unlytel,

to the dim dungeon, bost not-little,
wadan wzlgifre weorodes brehtme.
wading  slaughter-greedy  of-company  with-noise.
Heton ut hrzde xJeling ledan
Commanded our  quickly prince to-lead

in wradra geweald, warfastne heled.
into  of-hostile-ones power, covenant-firm bero.

Pa wzs eft swa xr 7 langne dag

Then —was again as  before and  long day
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swungen sarslegum: swat ydum weoll
scourged with-sore-blows:  blood  in-waves  welled
purh bancofan, blod lifrum swealg
through bone-chamber, blood  in-clots  swallowed [7]
hatan heolfre; hra weorces ne sann
with-hot gore; body  of-pain  mnor heeded
wundum werig. Pa cwom wopes hring
with-wounds ~ weary.  Then — came  of-weeping  sound
purh pazs beornes breost blat ut faran,

through of-the  warrior breast ~ pale out  to-go,

weoll waduman stream < he worde cwxd:

welled of-wave stream  and  he  with-word  spoke:
“Geseoh nu, dryhten god, drohtad minne,
“See now, lord god, condition mine,
weoruda willgeofa! pu wast 5  const
of-hosts Jjoy-giver!  thou knowest and understandest
anra gehwylces earfedsidas.

of-ones of-each hard-journeys.

Ic gelyfe to de, min liffruma,

I believe  in  thee, my  life-author;

pxt O0u mildheort me for pinum mezgenspedum,

that  thou  mild-hearted ~ me  for thy power-successes,

nerigend fira, nafre wille,

savior of-men,  never wilt,

ece xlmihtig, anforlztan;

eternal  almighty, forsake;

swa ic pxt gefremme, penden feorh leofad
50 I that perform, while life lives
min on moldan, pzt ic, meotud, pinum

my on earth, that I, ordainer,  from-thy
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larum leofwendum lyt geswice!

teachings loving little  depart!

bPu eart gescyldend wid sceadan wexpnum,
Thou  art shielder against of-foe weapons,
ece eadfruma, eallum pinum:

eternal  bliss-author, to-all thine:

ne let nu bysmrian banan manncynnes,
not let  mnow revile slayer of-mankind,
facnes frumbearn purh feondes crft
of-treachery first-child through  of-fiend craft
leahtrum belecgan  pa  pin lof berad!”
with-crimes beset those-who  thy  praise  bear!”
Da Ozr ztywde se atola gast,

Then there — appeared the  dire  spirit,

wrad wzrloga; wigend lerde

hostile ~ faith-breaker;  warriors  taught

for pam heremzgene helle dioful

before  the army-host of-hell  devil

awerged in witum 7 paxt word gecwxd:
accursed in  torments and that  word spoke:
“Slead synnigne ofer seolfes mud

“Strike sinful-one over own mouth

folces gewinnan, nu to feala reordap!”
of-people  adversary, ~ now too much speaks!”

Pa was orlege eft onhrered

Then  was battle  again stirred

niwan stefne, nid upp aras,

with-new  turn,  malice up  arose,

op Ozt sunne gewat to sete glidan

until  thar sun went  to setting  gliding
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under niflan nzs: niht helmade, 1305
under dark  headland:  night covered,

brunwann oferbrad beorgas steape

dusky overspread hills steep

ond se halga was to hofe laxded,

and  the holy-one was to  house led,

deop 7 domgeorn in pxt dimme rzced;

deep  and  glory-eager  into  that dim hall;

sceal ponne in neadcofan nihtlangne fyrst

shall then in  need-chamber night-long time
warfast  wunian  wic unsyfre. 1310
covenant-firm dwell dwelling  unclean.

Pa com seofona sum to sele geongan
Then came  of-seven one  to  hall going
atol xgleca, yfela gemyndig,

dire monster,  of-evils mindful,

mordres manfrea myrce gescyrded,
of-murder  crime-lord  dark cut-off,

deoful deadreow, dugudum bereafod.

devil death-cruel, of-benefits bereft.
Ongan pa pam halgan hospword sprecan: 1315
Began then  to-the  holy-one  insult-words speak:

“Hwezt hogodest 0u, Andreas, hidercyme pinne
“What intendedst  thou,  Andrew, hither-coming thy
on wradra geweald? hwat is wuldor bin,
into  of-hostile-ones power? what s glory thy,

pe Ou oferhigdum upp arxrdest,

which thou  with-arrogance up raisedst,

pa Ou goda ussa gilp gehnzgdest?

when thou of-gods our  boast humbledst?
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Hafast nu pe anum eall getihhad

Hast now to-thee  alone all assigned

land 7 leode, swa dyde lareow pin:

land  and  people, as did teacher  thy:
cyneprym ahof, pam w=s Crist nama,
royal-majesty  raised, to-whom  was  Christ  name,
ofer middangeard, penden hit meahte swa!
over middle-earth, while it could so!
pone Herodes ealdre besnydede,

him Herod of-life deprived,

forcom xt campe cyning Iudea,

overcame  in  battle king of Jews,

rices beredde < hine rode befealg,
of-kingdom  deprived  and  him  to-rood committed,
pxt he on gealgan his gast onsende.

that ~ he on  gallows bis  spirit  sentforth.
Swa ic nu bebeode bearnum minum,

So I now command  to-children my,
pegnum prydfullum, Ozt hie de hnzgen
to-thanes mighty, that  they thee  humble
gingran xt gude. Lxtad gares ord,

disciple in  battle. Let of-spear  point,

earh atre gemal in gedufan
arrow  with-poison  marked  in plunge
in  faxges ferd! gad fromlice,
into  of-doomed-one  spirit!  go boldly,
dxt ge gudfrecan gylp forbegan!”
that  you of-war-bold-one boast  bend-down!”
Hie wzron reowe, resdon on sona

They were frerce, rushed on at-once
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gifrum grapum: hine god forstod, 1335
with-greedy grips: him  god  protected,

stadulfxst steorend purh his strangan miht.

steadfast steerer through  bis strong might.

Sy0dan hie oncneowon Cristes rode

When they recognized of-Christ  rood

on his magwlite mere tacen,

on  his face famous  sign,

wurdon hie da acle on pam onfenge,

became they then afraid in the onset,

forhte aferde 7§ on fleam numen. 1340
afraid  frightened and 1o flight taken.

Ongan eft swa =zr ealdgenidla,

Began again  as  before old-enemy,

helle heftling hearmleod galan:

of-hell captive harm-song  to-chant:

“Hwzt weard eow swa rofum, rincas mine,

“What befell  you s0 brave,  warriors  mine,

lindgesteallan, pxt eow swa lyt gespeow?”

shield-companions, that  for-you so  little  succeeded?”
Earmsceapen agef jsware, 1345
Wretched-one gave  answer,

fah fyrnsceapa, 7 his faxder oncwzd:
hostile  ancient-foe, ~ and to-his  father said:

“Ne magan we him lungre lad atfxstan,
“Not can we on-him  quickly  harm fasten,
swilt purh searwe: ga pe sylfa to!

death  through  cunning:  go thee thyself to!

par pu gegninga gude findest,

there  thou  forthwith battle  findest,
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frecne feohtan, gif du furdur dearst

dangerous fight, if  thou  further darest

to pam anhagan aldre genedan!

against  the  solitary-one  with-life venture!

XIII - ANDREW HEALED

The devil comes to mock the prisoner and threatens bhim with death; Andrew
answers that God bound him in fiery chains forever, and the devil flees. On the
third day Andrew is tortured again and cries out to God, recalling Christ’s cry
from the cross and his promise that no hair of the apostles would be lost. God
answers that bis words will never fail and tells bim to look bebind bim: where bis
blood fell, flowering groves bave grown. That night Christ comes and beals bim.

We Jde magon eade, eorla leofost,

We  thee can easily, of-warriors  dearest,

xt pam secgplegan selre geleran,

at the sword-play better teach,

xr Ou gegninga gude fremme,

before thou  forthwith battle  perform,

wiges woman: weald, hu Je szle

of-war noise: consider, how for-thee  befall

xt pam gegnslege! Vian gangan eft,

at the counter-blow!  Let-us g0 again,

pxzt we bysmrigen bendum fastne,

that  we mock with-bonds  fast-one,

odwitan him his wracsid! habbad word gearu
reproach him  bis  exile-journey! have words  ready
wid pam zglaxcan eall getrahtod!”

against  the monster all considered!”
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Pa hleodrade hludan stefne

Then spoke with-loud  wvoice

witum bewzled <7 pxt word gecwzd:
with-torments  afflicted  and  thar  word spoke:
“Pu pe, Andreas, agleccraftum

“Thou thee,  Andrew, with-monster-crafis

lange feredes! hwazt du leoda feala

long conductedst! lo thou  of-peoples  many
forleolce 7 forlzrdest! Nu leng ne miht
seducedst and  misleddest!  Now longer not (thow)-canst
gewealdan py weorce: pe synd witu pxs grim
wield the work:  for-thee  are  torments  so grim
weotud be gewyrhtum; pu scealt werigmod,
appointed by deserts; thou  shalt  weary-minded,
hean, hrodra leas hearm prowigan,

abject,  of-comforts void ~ harm suffer,

sare swyltcwale! Secgas mine

sore death-torment! Men mine

to pam gudplegan gearwe sindon,

for  the war-play ready are,

pa pe =ninga ellenweorcum

those who  at-once  with-courage-works

unfyrn  faca feorh wtpringan.

not-long  of-intervals  life thrust-out.

Hwylc is pzs mihtig ofer middangeard,
Who is  so mighty  over middle-earth,

pzt he pe alyse of leodubendum

that  he thee release from limb-bonds

manna cynnes ofer mine est?”

of-men ofrace  against  my  will?”
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Him pa Andreas agef jsware:

To-him then  Andrew gave answer:

“Hwzt! me eade zlmihtig god,

“Lo! me  easily almighty god,

nida neregend, se de in niedum iu

of-men savior, he who in  constraints formerly
gefestnode fyrnum clommum,

fastened with-fiery fetters,

pxr du syddan a susle  gebunden

where thou afterward ever with-torment bound

in wrazc wunne, wuldres blunne,

in  misery  strovest, of-glory ceasedst,

sy00an Ou forhogedes heofoncyninges word:
since thou  despisedst of-boaven-king  word:
pxr was yfles or, ende nzfre

there  was  of-evil beginning,  end never

pines wrxces weorded! Du scealt widan feorh
of-thy misery comes! Thou  shalt wide life
ecan pine yrmdu: pe bid a symble
increase  thy misery:  for-thee is  ever  always

of dxge on dzg drohtap strengra.”

from  day to day  condition barder”

Da weard on fleame, se de da fxhdo iu
Then  was in  flight, he who the  feud  formerly
wid god geara grimme gefremede.

against  god  of-old grimly performed.

Com pa on uhtan mid xrdxge

Came  then in  dawn at early-day

hzdenra hlod haliges neosan

of-heathens  band  of-holy-one  to-visit
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leoda weorude, heton lzdan ut 1390
of-peoples  with-company, commanded  to-lead  out

prohtheardne pegn priddan side;

bardship-hard thane on-third  time;

woldon aninga ellenrofes

wished at-once  of-courage-brave-one

mod gemyltan: hit ne mihte swa.

mind melt: it not  could so.

Pa was niowinga nid onhrered

Then  was anew malice stirred

heard ond hetegrim. Was se halga wer 1395
bard and hate-grim. Was — the  holy  man

sare geswungen, searwum gebunden,

sorely scourged, with-cunning bound,

dolgbennum purhdrifen, dendon dag lihte.

with-wound-sores pierced, while day  shone.

Ongan pa geomormod to gode cleopian,

Began then sad-minded to  god to-call,

heard of heafte halgan stefne,

hard-one  from captivity with-holy  woice,

weop werigferd ond pzt word gecwad: 1400
wept weary-spirited and  that  word spoke:

“Nafre ic geferde mid frean willan

“Never I experienced  with  of-lord will

under heofonhwealfe heardran drohtnod,

under heaven-vault barder way-of-life,

par ic dryhtnes « deman sceolde!

where 1 of-lord law  proclaim should!

Sint me leod tolocen, lic sare gebrocen,

Are to-me limbs  pulled-apart, body sorely broken,
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1405 banhus blodfag, benne weallad,
bone-house  blood-stained,  wounds well,
seonodolg swatige. Hwzxt! Ou, sigora weard,
sinew-wounds  bloody. Lol thow, of-victories guardian,
dryhten hzlend, on dzges tide
lord savior, in  ofday  time
mid Tudeum geomor wurde,
among Jews sad became,
da Ou of gealgan, god lifigende,
when  thou from  gallows, god living,

1410 fyrnweorca frea, to fader cleopodest,
of-ancient-works  lord,  to  father calledst,
cininga wuldor, 7 cwzde Jus:
of-kings glory, and  saidst  thus:

‘Ic de, feder engla, frignan wille,

T thee, father  of-angels, ask will,

lifes leohtfruma, hwat forletest du me?’
of-life  light-author, why forsakest  thou  me?”
7 ic nu pry dagas polian sceolde

and I now three  days suffer should

1415 welgrim  witu? Bidde ic, weoroda god,
slaughter-grim  torments?  Pray A of-hosts god,
pxt ic gast minne agifan mote,
that I spirit  mine  give-up  may,
sawla symbelgifa, on pines sylfes hand!
of-souls feast-giver; into  of-thy own band!
Du 0zt gehete purh pin halig word,
Thou that  promisedst through thy — holy word,
pa Ou us twelfe trymman ongunne,

when thou us  twelve  to-strengthen  begannest,

108



ANDREAS

pzt us heterofra hild ne gesceode

that  us  of-hatefierce-ones battle not barmed

ne lices dzl lungre oddeoded

nor of-body part  quickly severed

ne synu ne ban on swade lagon

nor sinew nor bone on track lay

ne loc of heafde to forlore wurde,

nor lock from  head to loss became,

gif we pine lare lestan woldon.

if we  thy teaching  follow would.

Nu sint sionwe toslowen, is min swat adrowen
Now are sinews loosened, is  my  blood shed
licgad =xfter lande loccas todrifene,

lie along land locks scattered,

fex on foldan. Is me feorhgedal

bair  on earth. I to-me life-parting

leofre mycle ponne peos lifcearo!”

dearer much than this life-care!”

Him bpa stefn oncwzd stidhycgendum
To-him then  voice answered  to-stern-minded-one
wuldorcyninges, word hlodrode:

of-glory-king, word spoke:

“Ne wep pone wrazcsid, wine leofesta!

“Not — weep  the  exile-journey, friend — dearest!

nis pe to frecne: ic pe  fride  healde,
not-is for-thee too perilous: I thee with-protection bold,
minre mundbyrde mzgene besette.

of-my protection with-strength beset.

Me is miht ofer eall,

To-me is  might over  all,
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sigorsped geseald: sod pxt  gecyded
victory-success given: truly  that  shall-make-known
manig xt medle on pam myclan daxge,

many ar assembly on  the great day,

pxt Ozt geweorded, pxt deos wlitige gesceaft,
that  thar  shall-happen, that  this  beautiful creation,
heofon 7 eorde hreosap togadore,

heaven and  earth fall together,

xr awzged sie worda wnig,

before  made-void ~ be  of-words  any,

pe ic purh minne mud medlan onginne.
which I through my mouth  to-speak begin.
Geseoh nu seolfes swxde, swa pin swat aget
See now  own track,  where thy  blood  poured
purh bangebrec blodige stige,

through  bone-breaking bloody path,

liclelan! No bpe lades ma

body-bruises!  Not  to-thee of-harm more

purh daroda gedrep gedon motan,

through  of-darts stroke do may,

pa pe heardra mast hearma gefremedan”
those who  of-hard most  of-harms performed.”

bPa on last beseah leoflic cempa

Then on  track  looked lovely  champion

zfter wordewidum wuldorcyninges:

after speeches of-glory-king:

geseh he geblowene bearwas standan,

saw be blossomed groves standing,

bledum gehrodene, swa he @r his blod aget.

with-blossoms adorned, where  he  before  his  blood  poured.
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Pa worde cwxd wigendra hleo: 1450
Then with-word  spoke of-warriors  shelter:

“Sie de Jdanc 7 lof, peoda waldend,

“Be  to-thee thanks and praise, of-peoples ruler,

to widan feore wuldor on heofonum,

to wide life glory in beavens,

dxs Ou me on sare, sigedryhten min,

for-thar thou me in  pain, victory-lord my,

ellpeodigne an ne forlete!”

foreigner alone not  forsookest!”

Swa se dadfruma dryhten herede 1455
So the  deed-author lord praised

halgan stefne, o0 Ozt hador szgl,

with-holy voice, until  that  bright sun,

wuldortorht gewat under wadu scridan.

glory-bright went under  waves to-glide.

Pa pa folctogan feordan side,

Then the people-leaders — on-fourth  time,

egle  ondsacan xdeling leddon

loathsome  adversaries prince led
to pam carcerne; woldon crxfta gehygd, 1460
to the prison; wished of-skills  thought,

magorzdendes mod oncyrran

of-kinsmen-counselor ~ mind to-turn

on pazre deorcan niht. Pa com dryhten god
in the dark night.  Then  came lord god
in pxt hlinreced, hazleda wuldor,

into  that lattice-hall, of-heroes glory,

7 pa wine synne wordum grette

and then  friend bis with-words  greeted
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7 frofre gecwzd faxder manncynnes,

and  comfort spoke father of-mankind,

lifes lareow heht his lichoman

of-life  teacher ~ commanded of-bis body

hales brucan: “Ne scealt 0u in hendum a leng
whole enjoy: “Not  shalt  thou in bumiliations ever longer
searohzbbendra sar prowian.”

of-armor-bearers pain suffer”

Aras pa magene rof, szgde meotude panc

Arose  then in-strength brave,  said to-ordainer  thanks

hal of hzfte heardra wita:

bale ~ from captivity  of-hard  torments:

nxs him gewemmed wlite ne wloh of hragle
not-was  to-him marred beauty nor fringe from  garment
lungre alysed ne loc of heafde,

quickly loosened  nor lock ~ from bead,

ne ban gebrocen, ne blodig wund

nor  bone broken, nor  bloody wound

lice lenge ne lades dxl

to-body clinging nor of-harm part

purh dolgslege dreore bestemed,

through  wound-blow  with-gore drenched,

ac wxs eft swa @r purh pa =delan miht

but  was again  as  before through the  noble might

lof lzdende 7 on his lice trum.

praise  bearing  and in  his body strong
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XIIII - THE FLOOD

The poet confesses that bis skill is too small to tell all of Andrew’ sufferings. Andrew
commands a marble pillar, in the name of the God who wrote the law on stone
for Moses, and a flood pours from it through the city, drowning young men, while
an angel rings the walls with fire so that no one escapes. One man urges the
people to free Andrew and ask his help. Andrew stills the water and walks out
dry-shod, and the earth swallows the flood with fourteen of the worst sinners. The
people acknowledge God.

Hwat! ic hwile nu haliges lare,

Lo! I for-a-while now of-holy-one teaching,
leodgiddinga lof pzs bpe worhte,
of-song-lays praise of-that which (he)-wrought,
wordum wemde, wyrd undyrne.

with-words  proclaimed,  event unhidden.

Ofer min gemet, mycel is to secganne,
Beyond ~ my  measure, great-thing is to tell,
langsum leornung, pzt he in life adreag,
lengthy study, what he in life  endured,
eall xfter orde! pxt scell xglewra

all from  beginning!  that  shall  law-wiser
mann on moldan, ponne ic me talige,
man on earth, than I myself  reckon,
findan on ferde, pxt fram fruman cunne
find in  spirit, that  from  beginning  knows
eall pa earfedo, pe he mid elne adreah,
all the  hardships, ~which be  with courage  endured,
grimra guda. Hwadre git sceolon

of-grim  battles. Yet still - (we)-must
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lytlum sticcum leodworda dal
in-little pieces of-song-words  part
furdur reccan! Pt is fyrn szgen,
further rell! Thar is ancient  saying,

14990 hu he weorna feala wita gedolode,
how he of-multitudes many  of-torments endured,
heardra hilda in pare hxzdenan byrig.
of-hard battles in  the heathen city.

He be wealle geseah wundrum faste
He by wall saw wondrously fast
under sxlwange sweras unlytle,

under hall-plain pillars not-little,
stapulas standan storme bedrifene,
columns standing  by-storm beaten,

1495 eald enta geweorc. He wid anne pzra
old of-giants work. He with  one  of-those
mihtig 7 modrof mxdel gehede,
mighty and mind-brave  council beld,
wis, wundrum gleaw word stunde ahof:
wise, wondrously  sagacious word  at-once  raised:
“Geher du, marmanstan, meotudes rzdum,
“Hear thou, marble-stone, of-ordainer  to-counsels,
fore pzxs onsyne ealle gesceafte
before  whose  face all creatures

1500 forhte geweordad, ponne hie faxder geseod
afraid become, when  they  father see
heofonas 7 eordan herigea maste,
beavens and  earth of-hosts  with-greatest,
on middangeard mancynn secan!

on middle-earth mankind to-seek!
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Lzt nu of pinum stapole streamas weallan,

Let  now from thy foundation streams well,

ea inflede; nu de xlmihtig

river full-flowing; now thee  almighty

hated heofona cyning, paxt du hrzdlice
commands  of-heavens king, that  thou quickly
on pis frzte folc ford onsende

upon  this  perverse people  forth send

waxter widrynig to wera cwealme,

water wide-running for of-men death,

heofon geotende! Hwat! du golde eart,
heaven pouring! Lo! thou than-gold  art,
sincgife sylla! on de sylf cyning
than-treasure-gift  better! on  thee himself  king
wrat, wuldres god wordum cydde
wrote, of-glory god  with-words  made-known
recene geryno 7 ryhte =

promptly  mysteries and  right  law

getacnode on tyn wordum,

signified in  ten words,

meotud mihtum swid Moyse sealde,
ordainer in-powers  strong  to-Moses gave,
swa hit sodfxste sydpan heoldon

as it righteous-ones afterward held
modige magopegnas, magas sine,

brave young-thanes, kinsmen  his,
godfyrhte guman Iosua 7 Tobias.
god-fearing men Joshua and  Tobias.

Nu Ou miht gecnawan, pzt pe cyning

Now thou  canst know, that  thee  king
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gefretwode furdur mycle
adorned further much
giofum geardagum ponne eall gimma cynn:
with-gifis  in-days-of-old  than  all  ofgems  kind:
1520 purh his halige has pu scealt hrzde cydan,
through  his holy  command thou  shalt quickly show,
gif du his ondgitan =xnige hxbbe!”
if  thou of-him understanding  any have!”
Nzs pa wordlatu wihte pon mare,
Not-was  then — word-delay  at-all the more,
pxt se stan togan: stream ut aweoll,
that  the stone split: stream  out  welled,
fleow ofer foldan; famige walcan
flowed  over  earth; foamy billows
1525 mid erdege eordan pehton;
at early-day earth covered;
myclade mereflod: meodu-scerwen weard
increased seaflood: mead-dispensing [?] was
zfter symbeldege. Slxpe tobrugdon
after feast-day. From-sleep started
searuhzbbende; sund grunde onfeng
armor-bearers; sea ground seized
deope gedrefed. Dugud weard afyrhted
deeply troubled. Host was [rightened
1530  purh pas flodes faxr; fxge swulton,
through of-the  flood  onrush; doomed-ones died,
geonge on geofene gudras fornam
young-ones  in ocean war-rush  carried-off
purh sealtes sweg. Pzt was sorgbyrpen,

through  of-salt noise. ~ That  was  sorrow-burden,
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biter beorpegu: byrlas ne galdon,

bitter  beer-drinking: ~cupbearers not  delayed,

ombehtpegnas; paxr was xlcum genog

service-thanes; there  was  for-each  enough

fram daxges orde drync sona gearu! 1535
from of-day  beginning  drink  at-once  ready!

Weox weteres prym: weras cwanedon,

Grew of-water force: men lamented,

ealde zscberend; wes him ut myne

old ash-bearers; was  to-them out intention

fleon fealone stream, woldon feore beorgan,

to-flee fallow stream, wished life to-save,

to dunscrzfum drohtad secan,

to hill-caves dwelling ~ to-seek,

eordan jwist. Him pazt engel forstod, 1540
of-earth  support.  Them  that  angel  prevented,

se 0a burh oferbregd blacan lige,

who the  city overspread  with-shining  flame,

hatan headowzlme. Hreoh was pzr inne

with-hot war-surge. Rough ~ was  there within

beatende brim: ne mihte beorna hlod

beating sea: not  could  of-warriors band

of pam fastenne fleame spowan.

from  the fortress in-flight  succeed.

Wagas weoxon, wudu hlynsodon, 1545
Waves grew, woods resounded,

flugon fyrgnastas, flod ydum weoll.

flew fire=sparks, flood  in-waves  welled.

Dzr wzs ydfynde innan burgum

There  was  easy-to-find ~ within cities
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geomorgidd wrecen gehdo menan,
sad-song uttered sorrow  to-bewail,
forht ferd manig, fusleod galen:
afraid  spirit  many,  death-song  sung:
egeslic xled eagsyne weard,

terrible fire visible became,

heardlic hereteam, hleodor gryrelic;
cruel devastation, sound terrible;
purh lyftgelac leges blastas

through  air-tumult  of-flame blasts

weallas ymbwurpon, water mycladon:
walls surrounded, waters increased:
baxr wxs wop wera wide gehyred,
There  was — weeping of-men widely heard,
earmlic ylda gedreg. Pa bzr an ongann,
wretched  of-men  tumult.  Then there one began,
feasceaft hxled folc gadorigean,

destitute hero  people to-gather,

hean, hygegeomor, heofende sprzc:

abject, mind-sad, lamenting spoke:

“Nu ge magon sylfe sod gecnawan,
“Now  you can yourselves  truth know,

pxzt we mid unrihte ellpeodigne

that  we  with wrong foreigner

on carcerne clommum belegdon,

in prison with-fetters bound,
witebendum! Us seo Wyrd scyded
with-torment-bonds!  Us  the Fate barms
heard 7 hetegrim: pzt is swa cud!

hard and  hate-grim:  that is  so  evident!
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Is hit mycle selre, pxs pe ic sod talige,
I it much  better, as  that I truly reckon,
pxt we hine alysan of leodobendum
that  we bim  reease from  limb-bonds

ealle anmode (ofost is selost)

all unanimous  haste  is best

g us pone halgan helpe biddan,
and  for-ourselves  the  holy-one  of-help ask,
geoce 7 frofre! Us bid gearu sona
of-aid  and of-comfort! For-us is ready  at-once
sybb «fter sorge, gif we secap to him”
peace after  sorrow, if  we seek to  him.”
ba par Andrea orgete weard

Then there to-Andrew manifest — became

on fyrholocan folces gebzro,

in  spirit-enclosure of-people  bebavior,

pxr was modigra megen forbeged,
where  was  of-proud-ones  strength  bent-down,
wigendra prym: water fazdmedon,
of-warriors force: waters embraced,

fleow firgendstream, flod was on luste,
flowed mountain-stream,  flood — was  in  desire,
op p=zt breost oferstag brim weallende

until that  breast  overtopped  sea welling

eorlum 00 exle. Pa se zdeling het

to-warriors up-to shoulder. Then the  prince commanded

stream fare stillan, stormas restan

stream in-course  be-still, storms rest

ymbe stanhleodu. Stop ut hrade
around stone-slopes.  Stepped out  quickly
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cene collenferd, carcern ageaf
keen  bold-spirited-one,  prison  gave-up
gleawmod, gode leof: him gearu sona
wise-minded, to-god  dear:  for-him  ready  at-once

1580 purh streamrzce strat was gerymed;
through  stream-course  street  was cleared;
smeolt wxs se sigewang, symble wezs dryge
calm was  the victory-plain,  always was dry
folde fram flode, swa his fot gestop.
earth from  flood, where his foor  stepped.
Wurdon burgware blide on mode,
Became city-dwellers  glad ~ in  mind,
ferhdgefeonde. Pa was ford cumen
spirit-rejoicing. Then — was  forth come

1585 geoc «fter gyrne: heofon swadrode
aid after  sorrow:  lamentation subsided
purh haliges hxs, hlyst yst forgeaf,
through ~ of-holy-one command,  silence  storm  gave-up,
brimrad gebad. Pa se beorg tohlad,
sea-road abided.  Then the  hill  split-open,
eordscraf egeslic, 7 par in forlet
earth-cave terrible,  and there in let
flod fedmian, fealewe wegas,
flood embrace, fallow waves,

1590 geotende gegrind grund eall forswealg:
pouring clash ground  all swallowed:
nalas he pxr yde ane bisencte,
not-at-all it  there waves alone sank,
ach pas weorodes eac da wyrrestan,

but  of-the  company also  the worst,
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faa folcsceadan feowertyne

hostile  people-harmers fourteen

gewiton mid py wzge in forwyrd sceacan
departed with the — wave into destruction  hastening
under eorpan grund. Pa weard acolmod,

under of-earth  ground.  Then became  afraid-minded,

forht ferd manig folces on laste:

afraid  spirit  many  of-people on  track:

wendan hie wifa ] wera cwealmes,

expected they of-women and of-men of-death,
pearlra gepinga Orage hnagran,
of-severe events time lower,

sy00an mane faa, mordorscyldige
since with-crime  stained, murder-guilty
gudgelacan under grund hruron.
war-sporters under  ground fell.

Hie 0a anmode ealle cwazdon:

They then unanimous  all said:

“Nu is gesyne, 0zt pe sod meotud,
“Now is  evident,  that the true  ordainer,
cyning eallwihta craftum wealded,
king of-all-creatures  with-powers rules,

se Oisne ar hider onsende

who  this  messenger  hither sent
peodum to helpe! is nu pearf mycel,
to-peaples as belp! is now  meed great,
pxt we gumcystum georne hyran!”

that  we  in-manly-virtues  eagerly listen!”
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XV « THE CONVERSION OF MERMEDONIA

Andrew comforts the people and prays for the young men the flood drowned, and
at his command they rise unbarmed. The city is baptized; Andrew has a church
built where the young men rose and consecrates Plato bishop. When he sets out for
the ship, God appears to him on the way and bids him stay seven nights more with
the new converts, and Andrew turns back to the city. He preaches and destroys
the idols, to Satan’s grief; and then sails for Achaea, where he will meet bis death,
while the people weep on the shore and praise God.

Pa se halga ongann hzled blissigean,

Then the holy-one began heroes to-gladden,

wigendra preat wordum retan:

of-warriors throng  with-words  to-cheer:

“Ne beod ge to forhte, peh pe fell curen
“Not be  you too afraid, though that death  chose

synnigra cynn, swylt prowode,

of-sinful-ones  race, death suffered,

witu  be gewyrhtum! Eow is wuldres leoht
torments by deserts! For-you is  of-glory light
torht ontyned, gif ge teala hycgad”

bright opened, if  you  well intend.”

Sende pa his bene fore bearn godes,

Sent then  bis  prayer before  child  of-god,

bzd haligne helpe gefremman

asked  holy-one help to-perform

gumena geogode, pe on geofene ar

of-men for-youth,  who in ocean before

purh flodes fedm feorh gesealdon,

through  of-flood ~ embrace  life gave-up,
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dxt pa gastas, gode orfeorme

that  the  spirits,  of-good  destitute

in wita forwyrd, wuldre bescyrede

into  of-torments ruin, of~glory deprived

in feonda geweald gefered wurdan.

into  of-fiends power carried were.

bPa dzt xrende ealwealdan gode 1620
When that  errand to-all-ruling god

xfter hleodorcwidum haliges gastes

after speeches of-holy spirit

waxs on panc sprecen, Jeoda raswan:

was in  thanks spoken, of-peoples  to-leader:
het pa onsunde ealle arisan
commanded then — unharmed all to-arise

geonge of greote, pa @r geofon cwealde.

young-ones from  sand, whom  before  ocean killed.

ba par ofostlice upp astodon 1625
Then  there speedily up stood

manige on medle mine gefrege,

many in assembly by-my  hearing,

eaforan unweaxne: da was eall eador

sons ungrown: then  was  all  together

leodolic 7 gastlic, peah hie lungre wr

bodily and  spiritual,  though they  quickly  before

purh flodes far feorh aleton;

through  of-flood onrush  life lost;

onfengon fulwihte 7 freoduware, 1630
received baptism  and  peace-covenant,

wuldres wedde witum aspedde,

of-glory pledge  from-torments  delivered,
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mundbyrd meotudes. Pa se modiga  het,
protection of-ordainer.  Then the brave-one commanded,
cyninges cracftiga ciricean getimbran,
of-king craftsman church to-build,
gerwan godes tempel par sio geogod aras
to-prepare  of-god temple  where  the youth arose
1635 purh faeder fulwiht <5 se flod onsprang.
through ~ of-father  baptism  and the flood  burst-forth.
bPa gesamnodon secga preate
Then gathered of-men  with-throng
weras geond pa winburg wide 7 side,
men throughout the  wine-city wide —and  far,
eorlas anmode 7 hira idesa mid;
warriors unanimous and their women  with;
cwzdon holdlice hyran woldon,
said faithfully obey would,
1640 onfon fromlice fullwihtes bzd
receive boldly of-baptism bath
dryhtne to willan 7 diofolgild,
to-lord as  will  and  devil-idols
ealde eolhstedas anforlztan.
old temple-places forsake.
Pa was mid py folce fulwiht hefen,
Then — was among the people  baptism raised,
xdele mid eorlum 7§ =z godes
noble among  warriors and law  of-god
1645 riht arzred, red on lande
right raised,  counsel in land
mid pam ceasterwarum, cirice gehalgod.

among  the citizens, church  consecrated.
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bPer se ar  godes anne gesette
There the messenger  of-god one  appointed
wisfastne wer, wordes gleawne
wise man, ofword  skillful

in pzre beorhtan byrig bisceop pam leodum

in the bright city bishop  for-the  people
7 gehalgode fore pam heremazgene 1650
and  consecrated  before  the army-host

purh apostolhad, Platan nemned,

through apostleship, Plato named,

peodum on pearfe < priste bebead,

for-peoples in need  and  boldly  commanded,

pxt hie his lare leston georne,

that  they  his  teaching  followed — eagerly,

feorhred fremedon. Smgde his fusne hige,
life-counsel performed. Said his  eager  mind,

pxt he pa goldburg ofgifan wolde, 1655
that  he the  gold-city leave would,

secga seledream 7 sincgestreon,

of-men hall-joy and  treasure-wealth,

beorht beagselu, 5  him brimpisan

bright ring=hall,  and for-himself  sea-rusher

xt sxs farode secan wolde:

ar  ofsea  shore seek would:

pxt was pam weorode weorce to gepoligenne,
that was  for-the  company painful  to endure,
pxt hie se leodfruma leng ne wolde 1660
that  them the  people-leader  longer not — would

wihte gewunian. Pa him wuldres god

at-all dwell-with. ~ Then to-him  of-glory  god
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on pam sidfete sylfum ztywde
on the Jjourney himself ~ appeared
7 pxt word gecwzd weoruda dryhten:
and  that  word spoke of-hosts lord:
* % %
(lacuna)
“folc of firenum. His him fus hyge,
“people  from  crimes. I to-him eager mind,
1665 gad geomriende, geohdo manad
g0 lamenting, sorrow bemoan
weras, wif samod: hira wop becom,
men, women  together:  their weeping  came,
murnende mod k% %
mourning mind  (lacuna)
%% fore sneowan.
(lacuna) ~ forth basten.
Ne scealt du pzt eowde anforlztan
Not  shalt  thou that  flock forsake
1670  on swa niowan gefean, ah him naman minne
in 50 new Joy, but  for-them  name mine
on ferdlocan faste getimbre!
in  spirit-enclosure  firmly build!
Wuna in pzre winbyrig, wigendra hleo,
Duwell in  the wine-city, of-warriors  shelter,
salu sinchroden seofon nihta fyrst;
balls  treasure-adorned ~ seven  of-nights  period;
sy00an du mid mildse minre ferest”
afterward  thou  with mercy my goest.”
1675 Pa eft gewat odre side

Then again  went  on-second time
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modig, magene rof Marmedonia

brave, in-strength  bold  of-Mermedonia

ceastre secan. Cristenra weox

city to-seek.  Of-Christians ~ grew

word 7 wisdom, syddan wuldres pegn,
word  and  wisdom, after of-glory thane,
xpelcyninges ar  eagum sawon.
of-noble-king messenger  with-eyes  (they)-saw.
Lzrde pa ba leode on geleafan weg,
Taught ~ then the people in of~faith way,
trymede torhtlice tir eadigra,
strengthened  splendidly  glory  of-blessed-ones,
wenede to wuldre weorod unmzte,

drew to glory company ~ immense,

to pam halgan ham heofona rices,

to the holy home  of-heavens  of-kingdom,
pxr fxeder 7 sunu 7 frofre gast
where  father and  son  and of-comfort spirit

in prinnesse prymme wealded

in trinity with-majesty rules

in woruld worulda wuldorgestealda;
into  world of-worlds of~glory-possessions;
swylce se halga herigeas preade,

likewise  the holy-one  temples attacked,
deofulgild todraf 7 gedwolan fylde.
devil-idols drove-apart and error felled.
Dzt wxs Satane sar to gepolienne,
Thar  was  to-Satan  painful to endure,
mycel modes sorg, pxzt he Ja menigeo geseah

great of-mind  sorrow, that he the  multitude saw
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hweorfan higeblide fram helltrafum
turning glad-minded  from bell-temples
purh Andreas este lare
through  of-Andrew  gracious teaching
to fegeran gefean, pzr nxfre feondes ne bid,
to fair Joy, where  never offiend — s,
gastes gramhydiges gang on lande.
of-spirit hostile-minded ~ going on  land.

1695 Pa waron gefylde «fter frean dome
Then were fulfilled  according-to  of-lord ~ judgment
dagas on rime, swa him dryhten bebead,
days in  numbey,  as him lord commanded,
pxt he pa wederburg wunian sceolde.
that  he the  weather-city dwell-in should.
Ongan hine pa fysan 7 to flote gyrwan
Began bimself then  basten and for  sea prepare
blissum hremig, wolde on brimpisan
with-joys exulting, wished  in sea-rusher

1700 Achaie odre side
Achaea on-second  time
sylfa gesecan, par he sawulgedal,
himself seek, where  be soul-parting,
beaducwealm gebad: bzt pam banan ne weard
battle-death experienced:  thatr  for-the  slayer  nor  was
hleahtre behworfen, ah in helle ceafl
with-laughter  turned-about,  but into of-hell  jaw
si0  asette 4 sy0 no
journey set and  afterward not

1705 fah, freonda leas frofre benohte.
hostile,  of-friends  void of-comfort  enjoyed.
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Da ic ledan gefregn leoda weorode
Then I leading  heard-of  of-peoples with-company
leofne lareow to lides stefnan

dear teacher  to  of-ship prow

macgas modgeomre: pxr manegum wes
men mind-sad: there to-many was
hat @t heortan hyge weallende.

hot  at beart mind welling.

Hie da gebrohton =zt brimes nzsse 1710
They then brought at of-sea  headland

on wexgpele wigan unslawne;

on  wave-plank  warrior unslow;

stodon him da on ofre =zfter reotan,
stood themselves then —on  shore afterward — weeping,
pendon hie on yO0um =delinga wunn
while they on  waves of-princes joy

ofer seolhwadu geseon mihton,

over seal-ways see could,
7 pa weordedon wuldres agend, 1715
and  then honored of-glory owner,

cleopodon on cordre 7 cwzdon pus:
called in  throng and said thus:
“An is ece god eallra gesceafta!
“One is eternal god  of-all creatures!

Is his miht 7 his zht ofer middangeard

I his  might and bis power over middle-earth

breme gebledsod ond his bled ofer eall
gloriously blessed and  bis  glory over  all

in heofonprymme halgum scined, 1720

in heaven-majesty to-holy-ones  shines,
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wlitige on wuldre to widan ealdre,
beautifully  in glory to wide age,
ece mid englum: pxt is xdele cyning!”

eternal  with angels: that is  noble king!”
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The Fates of the Apostles







THE TWELVE APOSTLES

The poet, sick at beart, tells bow the twelve apostles met their ends. Peter and Paul
die in Rome through Nero’s cunning, and Andrew is crucified in Achaea before
Aegeas. Jobn teaches ar Ephesus, and bis brother James falls to Herod’s sword. Philip
is hanged ar Hierapolis, Bartholomew bebeaded in Albanopolis, and Thomas slain
in India after raising the king’s brother. Matthew is killed among the Ethiopians,
James is clubbed in Jerusalem, and Simon and Thaddeus die in Persia. The poet
asks bis reader to pray for bim on his journey.

Hwat! ic pysne sang sidgeomor fand
Lo! I this song  journey-weary  found
on seocum sefan samnode wide,

in sick mind gathered  widely,

hu pa xdelingas ellen cyddon,

how  the princes courage  showed,

torhte 7 tireadige. Twelfe waron
bright and  glory-blessed.  Tiwelve were
dedum domfzste, dryhtne gecorene,
indeeds  gloryfirm,  bylord  chosen,
leofe on life. Lof wide sprang,

dear in lif.  Praise widely  spread,

miht 7 mardo ofer middangeard
might and  fame over middle-earth
peodnes pegna, prym unlytel.

of-prince of-thanes,  glory  not-little.

Halgan heape hlyt wisode

To-holy band lot directed

pxr hie dryhtnes « deman sceoldon,

where  they of-lord law  proclaim should,
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reccan fore rincum. Sume on Romebyrig
expound  before  warriors. Some  in Rome-city
frame, fyrdhwate feorh ofgefon

bold, army-brave life gave-up

purg Nerones nearwe searwe,

through  of-Nero cruel cunning,

Petrus 4 Paulus: is se apostolhad

Peter and  Paul: is the  apostleship

wide geweordod ofer werpeoda.

widely honored over nations.

Swylce Andreas in Achagia

Likewise Andrew in Achaea

for Egias aldre genedde:

before  Aegeas  with-life  ventured:

ne preodode he fore prymme Jdeodcyninges
not besitated he  before majesty of-people-king
xniges on eordan, ac him  ece geceas
of-any on earth,  but for-himself eternal  chose
langsumre lif, leoht unhwilen,

longer life,  light eternal,

syppan hildeheard heriges byrhtme

after battle-hard-one  of-army  with-noise

xfter gudplegan gealgan pehte.

after war-play gallows  covered.

Hwzt! we eac gehyrdon be Iohanne

Lo! we also beard about John
xgleawe menn xdelo reccan,

law-wise men descent tell,

se manna waxs mine gefrege

who  of-men  was  by-my  bearing
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purh cneorisse Criste leofast

through kindred to-Christ  dearest

on weres hade, sy0dan wuldres cyning,
in  ofman form  when  ofgry  king
engla ordfruma eordan sohte

of-angels origin earth sought

purh femnan hrif, feder manncynnes;
through  of-virgin  womb,  father of-mankind;
he in Effessia ealle prage

he in  Ephesus all time

leode lerde: panon lifes weg

people taught: thence  of-life  way

side gesohte, swegle dreamas,
by-journey  sought, heavenly Joys,

beorhtne boldwelan. Nzs his brodor lt,
bright dwelling-wealth. Not-was his  brother  slow,
sides szne, ac durh sweordes bite
of-journey sluggish, bur through  of-sword bite
mid Iudeum Iacob sceolde

among Jews James must

fore Herode ealdre gedzlan,

before  Herod  from-life part,

feorh wid flesce. Philipus was

life  from  flsh Philip  was

mid Asseum; panon ece lif

among  Asians; thence  eternal life

purh rode cwealm ricene gesohte,
through  of-rood death quickly sought,
sy00an on galgan in Gearapolim

after on  gallows in Hierapolis
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ahangen was hildecordre.

hanged was  by-battle-troop.

Huru wide weard wurd undyrne,

Indeed  widely  became  event unbidden,

pxt to Indeum aldre geledde

that  to  Indians life led

beaducraftig beorn Bartholameus;
battle-skilled warrior Bartholomew;

pone heht Astrias in Albano,

him commanded ~ Astyages  in  Albanopolis,
hzden 7 hygeblind heafde beneotan,
beathen ~ and  mind-blind of-head to-deprive,
forpan he da hxdengild hyran ne wolde,
because be the  heathen-idols obey  nor  would,
wig weordian: him wzs wuldres dream,
idol honor: to-him  was of-glory Joy,
lifwela leofra ponne pas leasan godu.
life-wealth  dearer than  these  false gods.
Swylce Thomas eac priste genedde
Likewise Thomas  also  boldly ventured

on Indea odre dezlas;

into of-Indians  other  parts;

pxr manegum weard mod onlihted,

there to-many was mind  enlightened,
hige onhyrded purh his halig word,
spirit encouraged  through  his  holy word,
sy0dan collenferd cyninges brodor

after bold-spirited-one of-king brother
awehte for weorodum wundorcrzfte

awakened  before bosts with-wonder-skill
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purh dryhtnes miht, pxt he of deade aras
through of-lord might,  that  he from  death  arose
geong 7 gubhwat 7 him wes Gad nama;
young and  war-keen  and to-him was  Gad  name;
7 0a pxm folce feorg gesealde

and then for-the  people life gave

sin xt szcce: sweord-res fornam

bis in  battle: sword-rush  carried-off

purh hadene hand; pzr se halga gecrang,
through  heathen band;  there the holy-one fell,
wund for weorudum; ponon wuldres leoht
wounded  before hosts; thence of-glory light
sawle gesohte sigores to leane.

soul sought  of-victory as  reward.

Hwat! we pzt gehyrdon purg halige bec,
Lo! we  that beard through ~ holy  books,
pxt mid Sigelwarum sod yppe weard,

that  among Ethiopians truth manifest  became,
dryhtlic dom godes, deges or onwoc,
lordly glory  of-god, of-day  beginning  arose,
leohtes geleafan: land was gefxlsod

of-light of-faith: land  was cleansed

purh Matheus mare lare;

through — of-Matthew  famous  teaching;

pone  het Irtacus Surh yrne hyge,

him commanded ~ Hirtacus  through angry — mind,
walreow cyning wapnum aswebban.
slaughter-cruel king with-weapons to-kill.

Hyrde we, pzt Iacob in Ierusalem

Heard we, that James in  Jerusalem
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fore sacerdum swilt prowode

before priests death suffered

durg stenges sweng: stidmod gecrang,
through  of-club  blow:  stern-minded  fel,
eadig for afestum, hafad nu ece lif
blessed  through malice, bas  now eternal life
mid wuldorcining wiges to leane.

with glory-king of-war as  reward.
Nzron da twegen tohtan sne,
Not-were  the two of-campaign  sluggish,
lindgelaces: land Persea

of-shield-play: land  of-Persians

sohton sidfrome Simon 7 Thaddeus,
sought journey-ready  Simon  and  Thaddeus,
beornas beadorofe; him weard bam samod
warriors battle-brave;  to-them was to-both  together
an endedzg: xdele sceoldon

one end-day: noble-ones must

durh wzpenhete weorc prowigan,

through  weapon-hate pain suffer,

sigelean  secan 7 pone sodan gefean,
victory-reward ~ seeck  and  the true Joy,
dream xfter deade, pa gedxled weard
Jjoy after  death, when  parted was
lif wid lice 7 pas lenan gestreon,

life  from body and these transitory  treasures,

idle xhtwelan ealle forhogodan.

vain  possession-riches  all despised.

Dys 0a x0elingas ende gesealdon,

Thus  the princes end gave,
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XII tilmodige: tir unbrxcne

twelve  good-minded: ~ glory  unbroken

wegan on gewitte wuldres pegnas.

bore in  mind  ofglory  thanes

Nu ic ponne bidde beorn, se de lufige
Now I then pray  warrio, he who  love

pysses giddes begang, pzt he geomrum me

of-this song course, that  he for-sad me
pone halgan heap helpe bidde, 90
the holy band  of-help ask,

frides 7 fultomes! hu ic freonda bepearf

of-peace and  of-support!  how I  of-friends need

liora on lade, ponne ic langne ham,

of-gentle on  journey,  when I long home,

eardwic uncud ana gesece,

dwelling unknown  alone seek,

lzt me on laste lic, eordan dzl,

leave me on  track body, of-earth  part,

walreaf  wunigean weormum to hrodre! 95

slaughter-spoil ~ to-remain for-worms as  comfort!
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THE RUNIC SIGNATURE

The damaged closing verses tell a reader skilled in songs where to find the poet’s
name: in runes set at the poem’s end, among lines on wealth and the body’s passing
ornaments, which glide away like water. The poet asks again for prayers, since be
must go alone to a dwelling be does not know. He urges everyone to call on God, who
gives the pure their reward in heaven, where bis praise and his might endure forever.

Her mxg findan forpances gleaw,

Here  can find  of-forethought  wise-one,

se Oe hine lysted leodgiddunga,

be who him  ir-pleases of-songs,

hwa bpas fitte f *** ¥ par on ende standap,
who this  poem (fragment) (lacuna) wealth there on  end stands,
eorlas pxs on eordan br. cap: ne moton hie awa xtsomne
warriors of-that on  earth  emjoy[?] —: not  may  they ever together
woruldwunigende *** sceal gedreosan,

world-dwelling (lacuna)  shall fall,

\\ on edle xfter tohr **x%

aurochs [?] in  bhomeland  after  (fragment) (lacuna)

lene  lices frxtewa efne swa [ toglided

transitory of-body ~ornaments  even  as  water glides-away

%% % creftes neotad.

(lacuna)  of-skill ~ make-use.

nihtes nearowe on him **x

by-night  narrowly  on  him  (lacuna)

* % ok ges peodom. Nv du cunnon miht

(lacuna) ~ (fragment) service. Now  thou know canst

**%* dum was werum oncydig.

(lacuna) ~ (fragment) — was to-men known.
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Sie pxs gemyndig **x*  fige

Be  of-thar mindful (lacuna)  (fragment)

pisses galdres begang, pat he geoce

of-this song course, that  he aid

* % re fricle. Ic sceall feor heonan

(lacuna) ~ (fragment) request [7l. I — must  far bhence

an  elles **x% es  neosan, 15
alone  elsewhere (lacuna) (fragment) seek,

sid asettan, nat ic sylfa hwer

Jjourney set, know-not I myself  where

**x% worulde. Wic sindon uncud,

(lacuna) world. Duwellings are unknown,

eard 7 edel *x*x zlcum menn,

land  and homeland (lacuna)  to-each man,

nempe he godcundes gastes bruce.

unless be of-divine spirit enjoy.

*** utuwe pe geornor to gode cleopigan, 20
(lacuna) let-us [?]  the more-eagerly to  god call,

sendan usse bene on pa beochtan gesceaft,

send our  prayer into the bright creation,

pxt we pas botles brucan motan

that  we of-the dwelling enjoy may

hames in hehdo, pzr is hihta mast,

of-home  in  height,  where is of-hopes greatest,

par cyning engla clenum glided

where king  of-angels to-pure-omes pays [7]

lean unhwilen: nu a his lof standed, 25

reward eternal: now ever his  praise stands,
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mycel 7 maxre 7 his miht seomap

great and  famous and  bis  might abides

ece 7 edgiong ofer ealle gesceaft. finit.

eternal and  ever-young  over all creation. ends.
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THE DAMNED SOUL

Everyone should consider his soul’s journey, for death parts body and soul. Every
seventh night for three hundred years, unless the world ends first, the soul must
seek the body it left. The damned soul reviles its body as food for worms: the body
feasted while the soul thirsted for God'’s body and blood, and on doomsday the body
must answer for them both. Better the body had been a beast or a serpent than
a baptized man. The soul leaves at cockcrow, the corpse cannot answer, and the
worm Glutton tears out its tongue and eyes.

Huru Ozs behofad hzleda zghwylc,

Indeed  of-that needs of-heroes each,

pxt he his sawle sid sylfa gepence,

that  he of-his  soul  journey himself  consider,

hu pzt bid deoplic, ponne se dead cymed,

how that is  profound, when  the death comes,
asyndred pa sybbe, pe ar samod wzron,

sunders the  kinsfolk, which before  together were,

lic 49 sawle. Lang bid syddan, 5
body and  soul. Long is  afterward,

pxt se gast nimed xt gode sylfum

that  the spirit  receives from  god himself

swa wite swa wuldor, swa him on worulde r
either torment  or glory, as  him in world before
efne pat eordfxt =zr geworhte.

even  that  earth-vessel before wrought.

Sceal se gast cuman geohdum hremig

Shall  the  spirit come with-sorrows  exulting
symble ymbe seofon niht, sawle findan 10
always after seven  nights,  soul to-find
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pone lichoman, pe hie r lange wag,
the body, which it before  long bore,
preo hund wintra, butan xr peodcyning,
three  bundred of-winters unless before  people-king,
xlmihtig god ende worulde

almighty god end of-world

wyrcan wille, weoruda dryhten.

make will, of-hosts lord.

Cleopad ponne swa cearful cealdan reorde,
Calls then 50 anxious  with-cold voice,
spreced grimlice se gast to pam duste:
speaks grimly the spirit  to  the dust:
“Hwet! druh Ou dreorega, to hwan drehtest du
“Lo! dust  thou dreary, to  whar  afflictedst  thou
eordan fulnes eal forwisnad,

of-earth  foulness  all withered,

lames gelicnes! lyt du gemundest,

of-clay likeness!  little thou  rememberedst,

to hwan pinre sawle ping sidpan wurde,
to  what  ofthy  soul  condition afterward would-be,
sy0dan of lichoman laded were!

after from body led were!

Hwet wite Ou me, weriga! hwzt! du huru wyrma gyfl,

me,

me,

Why blamest  thou me,  cursed-one! lo! thou indeed  of-worms

lyt gepohtest, pa Ou lustgryrum eallum
little  thoughtest, when thou  to-lust-terrors all
ful geeodest, hu Ou on eordan scealt
fully  submittedst,  bow thou in earth shalt

wyrmum to wiste; hwat! du on worulde ar

for-worms as  food; lo! thou in world before

146



SOUL AND BODY

lyt gepohtest, hu pis is pus lang hider.

little  thoughtest, how this is  thus long  hither

Hwat! pe purh engel ufan of roderum

Lo! thee through —angel  from-above from heavens

sawle onsende, purh his sylfes hand

soul sent, through  his own band

meotod xlmihtig of his magenprymme

ordainer almighty — from  his majesty

7 pe gebohte blode py halgan,

and thee  bought  with-blood the holy,

7 pu me mid py heardan hungre gebunde

and thou me  with the bard hunger bound

7 gehftnedest helle witum.

and imprisonedst of-hell  with-torments.

Eardode ic pe on innan: ne meahte ic de of cuman
Duwelt I thee in  within: not could I thee from come
flesce befangen 7 me fyrenlustas

byflesh  encompassed and  me crime-lusts

pine geprungon, pxt me bpuhte ful oft,

thy oppressed, that  to-me  seemed very often,

pxt hit wxre XXX pusend wintra

that it were thirty  thousand  of-winters

to pinum deaddxge; 4 ic uncres gedales onbad
to thy death-day;  ever I of-our-two  parting  awaited
earfodlice; nis nu huru se ende to god!
with-difficulty; not-is now indeed the end  too good!

Wazre pu  pe wiste wlanc 7 wines szd,
Wert thou thyself [?] ~of-food  proud —and of-wine sated,
prymful punedest 7 ic ofpyrsted was

glorious (thou)-swaggeredst and I thirsty was
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godes lichoman, gastes drynces:

of-god body, of-spirit drink:

fordan pu ne hogodest her on life,

because thou not  thoughtest — here in life,

sy0dan ic Je on worulde wunian sceolde,
since I in-thee in world dwell bad-to,
pxt du wzxre purh flesc 5 purh fyrenlustas
that  thou  wert  through  flsh  and through  crime-lusts
strange gestryned 7 gestadolod purh me
strongly begotten and established through ~ me

7 ic wzs gast on de fram gode sended.

and I was spirit  in thee from god sent.
Nzfre du me wid swa heardum hellewitum
Never thou me against such hard bell-torments
ne generedest purh pinra nieda lust;

— savedst through  of-thy  needs  desire;

scealt du minra gesynta sceame prowian

shalt thou  of-my  salvations  shame suffer

on dam myclan dzge, ponne eall manna cynn
on the great day, when all of-men race
se ancenneda ealle gesamnad.

the  only-begotten all gathers.

Ne eart du pon leofra nznigum lifigendra
Not  art  thou the  dearer to-any of-living-ones
men to gemzccan, ne meder ne fader

man  as companion,  nor to-mother nor to-father

ne nxnigum gesybban, ponne se swearta hrefen,
nor to-any kinsman, than  the black raven,
sy00an ic ana of Je ut sidode

since I alone from thee out journeyed
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purh pzs sylfes hand, pe ic «r onsended was.
through of-him  bhimself ~ hand, ~ by-whom I  before sent was.
Ne magon pe nu heonon adon hyrsta pa readan:
Not can thee now bence take  ornaments the red:

ne gold ne seolfor ne pinra goda nan

nor gold mor  silver  mor of-thy  goods any

ne pinre bryde beag ne pin boldwela

nor ofthy  bride  ring nor thy house-wealth

ne nan para goda, pe du iu ahtest:

nor any of-those goods, which thou formerly ownedst:

ac her sceolon onbidan ban bereafod,

but  here shall remain  bones berefi,

besliten synum < pe pin sawl sceal

torn-from  sinews  and thee thy soul  shall

minum unwillum oft gesecan,

against-my will often seek,

wemman pe mid wordum, swa Ou worhtest to me.
revile thee  with words, as  thou didst to  me.
Eart du nu dumb 7 deaf: ne synt pine dreamas awiht;
Art thou now dumb and deaf not are thy Joys aught;
sceal ic Oe nihtes swa peah nede gesecan

shall I thee by-night  so  though by-necessity seek

synnum gesargod 7 eft sona fram pe

with-sins afflicted  and again at-once  from  thee

hweorfan on hancred, ponne halige men

turn at  cock-crow, when holy men

lifiendum gode lofsang dod,

to-living god bymn do,

secan pa hamas, pe du me her scrife,

seek the  homes,  which thou for-me bere appointedst,
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7 pa arleasan eardungstowe:

and the dishonorable dwelling-place:

7 be sculon her moldwyrmas manige ceowan,
and  thee shall bere earth-worms many chew,
slitan sarlice swearte wihta,

tear painfully black creatures,

gifre 7 grzdige. Ne synt pine «hta awihte,
greedy and  ravenous.  Nor  are thy  possessions  aught,
pe du her on moldan mannum eowdest.

which thou here on earth to-men showedst.
Forban pe ware selre swide mycle,

Therefore  for-thee  were  better very much,

ponne pe wzron ealle eordan speda

than to-thee  were all ~ of-earth  riches

(butan pu hie gedzlde dryhtne sylfum),

unless thou them  dealtest to-lord himself;

pzr du wurde =zt frymde fugel odde fisc on sz
if thou becamest  at  beginning  bird or  fish in sea
00de on eordan neat =ztes tilode,

or on earth  beast of-food  sought,

feldgangende feoh butan snyttro,

field-going cattle  without  wisdom,

00de on westenne wilddeora

or in  wilderness  of-wild-beasts

pxt wyrreste, pxr swa god wolde,

the worst, if 50 god  would,

ge peah Ou ware wyrmcynna

even though thou  wert  of-serpent-kinds

pxt grimmeste, pxr swa god wolde,

the grimmest, if 50 god  would,
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ponne du «fre on moldan man gewurde
than thou ever  on earth man became
00de zfre fulwihte onfon sceolde,

or ever baptism receive should,

ponne du for unc bem andwyrdan scealt
when thou for us-two  both answer shalt

on dam miclan dxge, ponne mannum beod

on the great day, when to-men are
wunda onwrigene, pa Je on worulde r 90
wounds revealed, those which in world before

fyrenfulle men fyrn geworhton.

crime~full men  of-old wrought.

Donne wyle dryhten sylf dada gehyran

Then will lord himself  of-deeds bear

hxleda gehwylces, heofena scippend

of-heroes of-each, of-heavens creator

@t ealra manna gehwas mudes reorde,

from  of-all men of-each  of-mouth  speech,

wunde widerlean. Ac hwat wylt du per 95
for-wound requital. But  what  wilt  thou there

on pam domdxge dryhtne secgan?

on the  judgment-day to-lord say?

ponne ne bid nan na to pzs lytel 1id on lime aweaxen,
then not is any — to that little joint on  limb grown,
pxt Ou ne scyle for anra gehwylcum onsundrum

that  thou not must  for of-ones each separately

riht agildan, ponne rede bid

right render, when stern  is
dryhten @t pam dome. Ac hwzt do wyt unc? 100
lord at  the  judgment. But what  do we-two for-us-two?
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* %k ok

(lacuna)

Sculon wit ponne eft xtsomne siddan brucan
Shall we-two then  again together afterward  enjoy
swylcra yrmda, swa 0u unc her @r scrife!”
of-such miseries, as  thou for-us-two here before appointedst!”
Fyrnad pus pat fleschord, sceall ponne feran onweg,
Rebukes thus  that  flesh-hoard, shall then go away,
secan hellegrund nalles heofondreamas

seek bell-abyss not-at-all heaven-joys

dedum gedrefed. Liged dust par hit was;

by-deeds troubled. Lies dust  where it was;

ne mxg him -sware **x*

not  can to-it  answer  (lacuna)

*** znige gehatan

(lacuna) ~ any promise

geomrum gaste, geoce odde frofre.

to-sad spirit,  of-aid or  of-comfort.

Bid pzt heafod tohliden, handa tolidode,

Is that head split-open, hands  disjointed,

geaglas toginene, goman toslitene,

Jaws gaping, palm:es torn,

sina beod asocene, swyra becowen,

sinews  are  sucked-out, neck gnawed,

fingras tohrorene * * *

fingers fallen-apart  (lacuna)

rib reafiad rede wyrmas,

ribs rob fierce worms,

* % ok

(lacuna)
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beod seo tunge totogen on tyn healfa

is the  tongue  torn-apart into  ten sides

hungregum to hropre: forpan hie ne magon huxlicum
for-bungry-ones as  comfort:  therefore it  not can with-scornful
wordum wrixlian wid pone werian gast.

words exchange  with the cursed  spirit.

Gifer hatte se wyrm, pe pa eaglas beod

Glutton was-called the — worm, — whose the  jaws are
nzdle scearpran: se genyded to 120
than-needle sharper: be presses to

xrest eallra on pam eordscrefe,

first of-all  in the earth-cave,

pxt he pa tungan totyhd < pa ted purhsmyhd
that  he the  tongue  tears-apart and the teeth  bores-through
7 pa eagan purheted wufan on pazt heafod
and  the eyes eats-through ~ from-above into  the head

7 to xtwelan odrum gerymed

and for  feasting  for-others  clears-way

wyrmum, to wiste, ponne paxt werie 125
for-worms, as  food, when that  cursed

lic acolod bid, pxt he lange @r

body  cooled is, which be  long  before

werede mid wedum: bid ponne wyrma gifel,
clothed with  garments: is then  of-worms  food,

&t on eorpan. Pzt mzg axghwylcum

food in earth. Thar  may to-each

men to gemynde, modsnotra gehwam.

man as reminder, of-mind-wise-ones to-each.
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THE BLESSED SOUL

The blessed soul comes gladly to its body and greets it as its dearest friend. The
body fasted and was poor on earth so that the soul was fed with God’s body and
blood, and it humbled itself before men so that the soul might rise to eternal joy.
The soul grieves to see it food for worms but tells it not to mourn, for at the
judgment they will be joined again and need not fear; they may boast of their
deeds together. The poem breaks off.

DPonne bid hyhtlicre, pzt sio halige sawl
Then is more-joyful,  that  the holy soul
fered to dam flesce frofre bewunden;
travels — to  the flesh  with-comfort wound;
bid pat xrende eadiglicre

is that  errand more-blessed

funden on ferhde: mid gefean seced
found in spirit: with Jjoy seeks
lustum pzt lamfzt, pxt hie xr lange wag.
with-joys  that  clay-vessel, which it  before  long bore.
Ponne pa gastas gode word sprecad,

Then the  spirits good  words speak,
snottre, sigefeste, 7 pus sodlice

wise, victorious,  and  thus truly

pone lichoman lustum gretap:

the body with-joys greet:

“Wine leofesta! deah Je wyrmas gyt
“Friend dearest!  though thee  worms yet
gifre gretap, nu is pin gast cumen,
greedy  attack, mow is thy spirit  come,
fegere gefretewod of mines fader rice,

fairly adorned from  of-my  father  kingdom,
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arum  bewunden. Eala min dryhten!
with-favors wound. Alas my lord!
pxr ic pe moste mid me lxdan,

if I thee might  with me lead,

pxt wyt englas ealle gesawon,

that  we-two  angels all saw,

heofona wuldor, swylc swa du me @r her scrife.

of-heavens glory, such as  thou for-me before here appointedst.
Fastest du on foldan 7 gefyldest me 145
Fastedst thou on  earth and  filledst me

godes lichoman, gastes drynces;

of-god body, of-spirit drink;

waxre Ou on weadle, sealdest me wilna geniht:

wert thou in  poverty, gavest me  of-desires abundance:
fordan Ou ne pearft sceamian, ponne sceadene beop
therefore  thou mnot  needst  be-ashamed, when separated are
pa synfullan 7 pa sodfestan

the sinful and  the righteous

on pam meran daxge, pxs Ou me geafe, 150
on the great day,  for-that thou me  gavest,

ne de hreowan pearf her on life

nor  thee repent needs  here in life

ealles, swa mycles swa du me sealdest,

of-all, s0 much as  thou me gavest,

on gemotstede manna 7 engla.

at meeting-place of-men  and of-angels.

Bygdest 0u pe for hzledum < ahofe me on ecne dream.

Bowedst thou  thyself before beroes and raisedst me into eternal  joy.
Forpan me a langap, leofost manna, 155
Therefore  me  ever  longs, dearest of-men,
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on minum hige hearde, pxs pe ic pe on pyssum hyndum wat

in my mind  hard,  for-that that I thee in these bumiliations know

wyrmum to wiste: ac pzt wolde god,

for-worms as  food:  but thar  wished  god,

pxt pu xfre pus ladlic legerbed cure.

that  thou ever  thus loathsome  death-bed  chose.

Wolde ic pe Jonne secgan, pxt du ne sorgode,
Would I to-thee  then say, that  thou not grieve,
fordan wyt biod gegaxderode xt godes dome.
because  we-two  are gathered at  of-god  judgment.

Moton wyt ponne xtsomne sypan brucan

May we-two  then together  afterward  enjoy
7 unc on heofonum heahpungene beon.
and  for-us-two in heavens high-exalted be.

Ne purfon wyt beon cearie @t cyme dryhtnes
Not need we-two  be anxious ar  coming of-lord
ne paxre andsware yfele habban

nor  of-the answer evil have

sorge in hredre, ac wyt sylfe magon

sorrow  in breast,  but we-two ourselves may

xt 0am dome pzr daxdum agilpan,

at the  judgment there  in-deeds boast,

hwylce earnunga uncre wzxron.

wbat merits our-two were.

Wat ic, pxt pu ware on woruldrice

Know I that thou wert  in  world-kingdom
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gepungen prymlice pysses ***
excellent gloriously of-this  (lacuna)
% Xk %

(lacuna)
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A HOMILETIC FRAGMENT

Many sorrows come into men’s joy. One man slanders another behind bis back,
speaks fairly to his face, and hides deceit in bis beart, but God sees the sin, and the
psalmist prays not to be destroyed with such liars. False men are like bees, which
carry honey in their mouths and a poisoned sting bebind. The world waxes and
wanes, the old enemy sows malice, and few keep true peace and love. Only the
unwise choose this world’s joy; the poet urges bis bearers to bope for beaven’s light.

*** Sorh cymed

(lacuna) Sorrow  comes

manig 7 mislic in manna dream.

many and  various into  of-men Joy.

Eorl oderne mid «fpancum

Warrior  other with insults

7 mid teonwordum tzled behindan,

and  with abusive-words blames behind,

spreced fxgere beforan 7 bzt facen swa peah
speaks Jairly before and that  deceit so  though
hafad in his heortan, hord unclzne:

bas in  his beart, hoard unclean:

byd ponne pxs wommes gewita

is then  of-the sin witness

weoruda dryhten. Fordan se witiga cwad:
of-hosts lord. Therefore the  propher said:

“Ne syle 0u me ztsomne mid pam synfullum
“Not  give thou me together with  the sinful
in wita forwyrd, weoruda dryhten,

into  of-torments ruin, of-hosts lord,

ne me on life forleos mid pam ligewyrhtum,

nor me in life  destroy  with the lie-workers,
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pam pe ful smede spraxce habbad

those  who very  smooth speech bave

7 in gastcofan grimme gepohtas!

and in  spirit-chamber grim thoughts!
Gehatad  holdlice, swa hyra hyht ne g9,
(They)-promise  faithfully, as their  intent not  goes,
wzre mid welerum!” Wea bid in mode,
covenant  with lips!” Woe is in  mind,
siofa synnum fah, sare geblonden,
mind with-sins  stained, with-pain mingled,
gefylled mid facne, peah he feger word
filled with  deceit,  though he  fair word
utan  ztywe. Anlice beod,

outwardly  show. Excellent are,

swa 0a beon berad buta xtsomne

as the  bees carry both together

arlicne anleofan < atterne taxgel
honorable food and  poisonous tail

habbad on hindan: hunig on mude,

bave at rear: honey  in  mouth,
“wynsume wist; hwilum wundiap

“pleasant food; at-times wound

sare mid ***, ponne se szl cymed.
sorely  with  (lacuna),  when  the time  comes.
Swa biod gelice pa leasan men,

So are like the  false men,

pa Je mid tungan treowa gehatap

those who  with tongue faith promise
fegerum wordum, facenlice pencap,
with-fair words,  deccitfully  think,
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ponne hie xt nehstan nearwe beswicap:

when they at last closely deceive:

habbad on gehatum hunigsmaccas,

have in  promises honey-tastes,

smedne sybcwide 7 in siofan innan

smooth peace=speech and in  mind within

purh deofles craft dyrne wunde. 30
through  of-devil  craft  secret wound.

Swa is nu pes middangeard mane geblonden:
So is now this middle-earth with-crime mingled:
wanad <] weaxed. Wacad se ealda,

wanes and  waxes. Wakes  the old-one,

dweled < drefed dxges < nihtes

leads-astray and  troubles  by-day and by-night

miltse mid mane, mzgene getrywed,

mercy with ~ crime,  in-strength trusts,
ehted =xfestra, inwit sawed, 35
persecutes  of-pious-ones,  malice sows,

nid mid geneahe: nxnig oderne

enmity  with abundance: none other

freod in fyrhde nimpe feara hwylc,

loves in spirit except  of-few  some,
pxt he sodlice sybbe healde,
that  he truly peace keep,

gastlice lufe, swa him god bebead.

spiritual love, as bim  god  commanded.
Forpan eallunga hyht geceosed, 40
Therefore entirely joy chooses,

woruld wynsume, se de wis ne bid,

world pleasant, bhe who wise not s
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snottor, searocrftig sawle rades.

prudent, cunning of-soul  of-counsel.

Uton to pam beteran, nu we cunnon,
Let-us  to  the better, now  we can,
hycgan 7 hyhtan, pxt we heofones leoht
think and hope, that  we  of-heaven light
uppe mid englum agan moton

above  with angels own may

gastum to geoce, ponne god wile

for-spirits  as aid, when god  will

eordan lifes ende gewyrcan!

of-earth  oflife  end make!
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THE DREAM OF THE ROOD

At midnight the dreamer sees a wondrous tree raised into the air, covered with gold
and gems, which changes between treasure and flowing blood. The rood speaks:
enemies cut it down and set it on a bill, and Christ, a young hero, stripped bimself
and climbed it bravely, while it dared not bend. It was pierced with nails and
drenched with blood, and all creation wept. Christ’s friends buried him, and
the rood too was buried, then found and adorned. It bids the dreamer tell the
vision and warns of the judgment. The dreamer hopes the rood will bring him
to heaven, and the poem ends with Christ returning victorious with the host of

souls be freed from burning.

Hwat! ic swefna cyst secgan wylle,

Lo! I of-dreams  best tell will,

hwzt me gematte to midre nihte,

what to-me  dreamed — at  middle  night,

syOpan reordberend reste wunedon.

when speech-bearers  in-rest dwelt.

buhte me, pxt ic gesawe syllicre treow

Seemed ~ to-me, that I saw more-wondrous  tree

on lyft ledan leohte bewunden, 5
into  air  (be)-led with-light wound,

beama beorhtost: eall pxt beacen wes

of-beams brightest: all  that sign was

begoten mid golde; gimmas stodon

covered with gold; gems stood

feowere zt foldan sceatum, swylce par fife wzron

four at  of-earth corners, likewise  there  five were

uppe on pam eaxlegespanne. Beheoldon paxr engel dryhtnes ealle

up on  the shoulder-span. Bebeld there  angel of-lord all
fegere purh fordgesceaft: ne was Oxr huru fracodes gealga, 10

fair through creation: not  was  there indeed of-criminal  gallows,
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ac hine pzr beheoldon halige gastas,

but it there beheld holy spirits,

men ofer moldan 7 eall peos mzre gesceaft.

men over earth and  all this  glorious  creation.
Syllic w=s se sigebeam 7 ic synnum fah,
Wondrous — was  the victory-beam and I  with-sins  stained,
forwunded mid wommum. Geseah ic wuldres treow
wounded with stains. Saw I ofglory tree
wazdum  geweordode wynnum scinan,

with-garments honored Jjoyously shine,

gegyred mid golde, gimmas hafdon

adorned with  gold, gems bad

bewrigene weordlice wealdes treow:

covered splendidly of-forest tree:

hwadre ic purh pat gold ongytan meahte

yet I through thar  gold perceive could
earmra xrgewin, pzt hit zrest ongan
of-wretched-ones  ancient-strife, thar it first began

swztan on pa swidran healfe. Eall ic was mid sorgum gedrefed.
to-bleed ~ on the  right side. All I was with  sorrows troubled.
Forht ic was for pzre fegran gesyhde; geseah ic pt fuse beacen
Afraid I was  for  the fair sight; saw I that eager  sign
wendan wadum 7 bleom: hwilum hit wxs mid watan bestemed,
change with-garb and  colors:  ar-times it was with  wet drenched,
beswyled mid swates gange, hwilum mid since gegyrwed.
soaked with  of-blood flow, at-times  with  treasure adorned.
Hwzdre ic par licgende lange hwile

Yer I there lying long while

beheold hreowcearig hzlendes treow,

beheld sorrow-anxious of-savior tree,
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00 Ozt ic gehyrde, pxt hit hleodrode;
until  that [ beard, that it spoke;
ongan 0a word sprecan wudu selesta:
began then  words speak wood best:
“Pxt was geara iu (ic pzt gyta geman),
“That was  of-years formerly I  thar  still  remember,
pxt ic wxs aheawen holtes on ende,
that I was hewn of-wood at  edge,
astyred of stefne minum. Genaman me Ozr strange feondas,
removed  from  stem my. Took me  there  strong Jfoes,
geworhton  him  par to wefersyne,
made for-themselves  there  as spectacle,

heton me heora wergas hebban;

commanded me their  criminals raise;
bzron me dzr beornas on eaxlum,
bore me  there  warriors  on  shoulders,

00 Ozt hie me on beorg asetton,

until  that  they me on hill set,
gefestnodon me pazr feondas genoge.
fastened me  there Jfoes enough.

Geseah ic pa frean mancynnes

Saw I then  lord of-mankind
efstan  elne mycle pxt he me wolde on gestigan.
hasten  with-courage  great  that  he me  would  on climb.
Pzr ic pa ne dorste ofer dryhtnes word
There I then not  dared  against of-lord word
bugan 00de berstan, pa ic bifian geseah
bow or break, when I tremble saw
eordan sceatas: ealle ic mihte

of-earth regions: all I could
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feondas gefyllan, hwadre ic faste stod.
foes fell, yet I firmly  stood.
Ongyrede hine pa geong hxled (pzt wazs god =xlmihtig)
Stripped himself then  young bero that  was  god almighty
strang 7 stidmod; gestah he on gealgan heanne
strong and  resolute; climbed  he on  gallows high
modig on manigra gesyhde, pa he wolde mancyn lysan.
brave in  of-many sight, when  he  would  mankind  redeem.
Bifode ic, pa me se beorn ymbclypte:
Trembled I, when me the warrior embraced:
ne dorste ic hwxdre bugan to eordan,
not  dared I yer bow to earth,
feallan to foldan sceatum: ac ic sceolde fzste standan.
fall to  of-earth regions:  but I must firmly stand.
Rod was ic arzred: ahof ic ricne cyning,
Rood  was I raised: lifted I mighty king,
heofona hlaford; hyldan me ne dorste.
of-heavens lord; bow myself not  dared.
burhdrifan hi me mid deorcan nzglum,
Pierced they me  with dark nails,
on me syndon pa dolg gesiene,
on  me are the wounds  visible,
opene inwidhlemmas: ne dorste ic hira nanigum sceddan.
open malice-blows: not  dared I of-them to-any harm.
Bysmeredon hie unc butu ztgzdere.
Mocked they us-two  both together.
Eall ic was mid blode bestemed,
Al I was  with  blood drenched,
begoten of pxs guman sidan, siddan he hzfde his gast onsended.
poured  of of-the man  side,  after he bad  his spirit  sent-forth
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Feala ic on pam beorge gebiden habbe 50
Many I on  the hill endured have

wradra wyrda: geseah ic weruda god

of-cruel events: saw I ofhosts  god

pearle penian: pystro hefdon

severely  stretched-out:  darknesses bad

bewrigen mid wolcnum wealdendes hraw,

covered with clouds of-ruler corpse,

scirne sciman; sceadu fordeode,

bright radiance;  shadow went-forth,

w
]

wann under wolcnum. Weop eal gesceaft,
dark under clouds. Wept  all creation,
cwiddon cyninges fyll: Crist was on rode.
lamented of-king fall: ~ Christ  was  on  rood.
Hwadere pzr fuse feorran cwoman
Yot there  eager-ones  from-afar came
to pam =zdelinge: ic pzt eall beheold.
to the prince: I that all beheld.
Sare ic wzs mid sorgum gedrefed,
Sorely I was  with  sorrows troubled,
hnag ic hwzdre pam secgum to handa
bowed I yer to-the men to  hands
eadmod  elne  mycle. Genamon hie par xlmihtigne god, 60
bumble with-courage  great. Took they  there almighty god,
ahofon hine of dam heflan wite; forleton me pa hilderincas
lifted him  from  the heavy  torment; left me  the battle-warriors
standan steame bedrifenne: eall ic wes mid strelum forwundod.
standing  with-blood drenched: all I was with arrows wounded.
Aledon hie dzr limwerigne, gestodon him =zt his lices heafdum,

Laid they there  limb-weary, stood them at of-his body head,
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beheoldon hie dzr heofenes dryhten 5 he hine dzr hwile reste
beheld they there  of-heaven lord and be bimself there while  rested
mede «fter dam miclan gewinne.
weary after the great struggle.

Ongunnon him pa moldern wyrcan

Began for-bim  then  earth-house make

beornas on banan gesyhde, curfon hie dzt of beorhtan stane,
warriors in  of-slayer sight, carved  they that from bright stone,
gesetton hie dzron sigora wealdend.
set they  therein  of-victories ruler.

Ongunnon him pa sorhleod galan

Began for-him  then  sorrow-song  sing

earme on pa zfentide, pa hie woldon eft sidian
wretched in  the  eventide,  when they  would  again  travel
mede fram pam meran peodne: reste he dzr mxte weorode.
weary  from the  famous prince: rested  he there with-small  company.
Hwzxdere we Oxr reotende gode hwile
Yer we  there weeping good while
stodon on stadole; siddan *** up gewat
stood on foundation;  after  (lacuna) up went
hilderinca:  hrew colode,
of-battle-warriors:  corpse cooled,
fxger feorgbold. Pa us man fyllan ongan
fair life-bouse.  Then us one  tofell  began
ealle to eordan: pxt was egeslic wyrd!
all to earth: that  was terrible event!
Bedealf us man on deopan seape:
Buried us  one in deep pit:

hwadre me Ozr dryhtnes pegnas,

yet me  there of-lord thanes,
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freondas gefrunon; ***

friends learned-of;  (lacuna)

gyredon me golde 7 seolfre.

adorned  me  with-gold and  silver

Nu du miht gehyran, hzled min se leofa,

Now thou  canst bear, bero my the  dear,

pxt ic bealuwara weorc gebiden habbe,

that I  of-evil-dwellers  work endured have,

sarra sorga. Is nu szl cumen,

of-sore  sorrows. Is now time come,

pzt me weordiad wide 7 side

that  me honor widely and  far

menn ofer moldan < eall peos mare gesceaft

men over earth and all  this  glorious  creation

gebiddap him to pyssum beacne. On me bearn godes
pray themselves  to this sign. On  me child of-god
prowode hwile; forpan ic prymfest nu

suffered for-a-while;  therefore I glory-firm  now

hlifige under heofenum < ic hzlan mzg

tower under heavens and 1 beal can

xghwylcne anra, para pe him bid egesa to me:

each of-ones, of-those who to-them s awe  to  me:
iu ic wes geworden wita heardost,
formerly I was made of-torments  hardest,

leodum ladost, @r pan ic him lifes weg

to-people  most-hateful, before that I for-them of-life  way
rihtne gerymde reordberendum.

right opened to-speech-bearers.

Hwet! me pa geweordode wuldres ealdor

Lo! me  then honored of-glory prince
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ofer holmwudu, heofonrices weard,

over sea-wood, of-heaven-kingdom ~ guardian,

swylce swa he his modor eac Marian sylfe
Just as  he his  mother also Mary berself
xlmihtig god for ealle menn

almighty god  for all men

geweordode ofer eall wifa cynn.

honored over  all  of-women  kind.

Nu ic pe hate, hxled min se leofa,

Now I thee command,  hero my the dear,

pxt du pas gesyhde secge mannum:

that  thou  this vision tell to-men:

onwreoh wordum, pzt hit is wuldres beam,
reveal with-words,  that it is  of-glory beam,
se de almihtig god on prowode

thar which  almighty god on suffered

for mancynnes manegum synnum

for of-mankind many sins

7 Adomes ealdgewyrhtum.

and  of-Adam old-deeds.

Dead he par byrigde: hwxdere eft dryhten aras
Death ~ he  there tasted: yer again lord arose
mid his miclan mihte mannum to helpe.

with  bis great might for-men as  help.

He 8a on heofenas astag; hider eft fundap
He  then into beavens ascended;  hither  again  hastens
on pysne middangeard mancynn secan

into this middle-earth mankind to-seek

on domdazge dryhten sylfa,

on  judgmens-day  lord  himself

174



THE DREAM OF THE ROOD

xlmihtig god 7 his englas mid,

almighty god and bis  angels with,

pat he ponne wile deman, se ah domes geweald,
that  he then will judge,  who has of-judgment  power,
anra gehwylcum, swa he him @rur her

of-ones to-each, as  he for-himself earlier bere

on pyssum lznum life geearnap:

in this transitory  life earns:
ne mag pxr xnig unforht wesan 110
not  can  there  any unafraid be

for pam worde, pe se wealdend cwyd!
for the word,  which the ruler speaks!
Frined he for pzre manige, hwzr se man sie,
Asks be  before  the multitude, where  the man  be,
se Oe for dryhtnes naman deades wolde

he who  for of-lord name of-death  would

biteres onbyrigan, swa he «r on dam beame dyde:

of-bitter taste, as  he before on  the beam did:
ac hie ponne forhtiad 7 fea penca, 115
but  they then fear and  few think,

hwet hie to Criste cwedan onginnen.

what they to  Christ say begin.

Ne pearf dzr ponne wnig unforht wesan,

Not  needs  there  then any unafraid be,

pe him @r in breostum bered beacna selest;

who  for-himself before in breast bears of-signs best;

ac Ourh Oa rode sceal rice gesecan

but through the rood  shall  kingdom seek

of eordwege xghwylc sawl, 120

from  earth-way each soul,
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seo pe mid wealdende wunian benced.”

she  who  with ruler dwell intends.”

Gebxd ic me pa to pan beame blide mode
Prayed I myself then to  the beam  with-glad ~ mind
elne mycle, par ic ana wes

with-courage  great,  where I alone  was

mzxte werede: wzs modsefa

with-small ~ company:  was mind

afysed on fordwege; feala ealra gebad

urged on  forth-way; many  of-all  experienced
langunghwila. Is me nu lifes hyht,
of-longing-times. I to-me now of-life  hope,

pxt ic pone sigebeam secan mote

that I the  victory-beam  seek may

ana oftor ponne ealle men

alone  more-often  than all men

well weorpian: me is willa to dam

well honor: to-me is  will to  that

mycel on mode 7 min mundbyrd is

great in  mind and my protection is

geriht to pare rode. Nah ic ricra feala
directed  to the rood.  Not-have I of-mighty ~many
freonda on foldan, ac hie ford heonon

of-friends  on  earth,  bur they forth hence

gewiton of worulde dreamum, sohton  him  wuldres cyning,
departed  from  of-world Joys, sought  for-themselves  of-glory king,
lifiap nu on heofenum mid heahfedere,

live now in beavens with high-father,

wuniap on wuldre 7 ic wene me

dwell in glory  and I expect myself
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daga gehwylce, hwenne me dryhtnes rod,
of-days each, when me of-lord rood,
pe ic her on eordan @r sceawode,

which I here on earth before beheld,

on pysson lxnan life gefetige

in this transitory  life fetch

7 me ponne gebringe, pxr is blis mycel,
and  me then bring, where is  bliss  great,
dream on heofonum, pzr is dryhtnes folc
Jjoy in beavens, where s of-lord people
geseted to symle, pxr is singal blis;

set at  feast,  where is everlasting bliss;

7 he ponne asette, pzr ic syppan mot
and  he then set, where I afterward  may
wunian on wuldre, well mid pam halgum
dwell in glory, well  with the holy-ones
dreames brucan. Si me dryhten freond,
of-joy enjoy. Be  to-me lord friend,

se O0c her on eorpan =zr prowode

be who bere on  earth  before  suffored

on pam gealgtreowe for guman synnum.
on the gallows-tree for  of-man sins.

He us onlysde 7 wus lif forgeaf,

He  us  redeemed and to-us life  gave
heofonlicne ham. Hiht was geniwad
heavenly home.  Hope  was renewed

mid bledum < mid blisse, pam pe pzr bryne polodan.
with glories  and  with bliss,  for-those who there burning  suffered.
Se sunu was sigorfxst on pam sidfate,

The  son was  victory-firm on  the  journey,
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mihtig 7 spedig, pa he mid manigeo com,

mighty and  successful, when he with  multitude  came,

gasta weorode on godes rice

of-spirits  with-host  into  of-god  kingdom

anwealda xlmihtig englum to blisse

sole-ruler almighty to-angels  as  bliss

7 eallum dam halgum, pam pe on heofonum er
and  to-all the  holy-ones,  those who in heavens before
wunedon on wuldre, pa heora wealdend cwom,
dwelt in glory, when  their ruler came,
xlmihtig god, pzr his edel was.

almighty god,  where bis  bhomeland  was.
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I -+ CONSTANTINE’S VISION

In the year 233 after Christ’s birth, the sixth year of Constantine’s reign, the
Huns, the Hreth-Goths, and the Franks gather against Rome on the Danube.
Constantine’s army is smaller; and be fears for bis kingdom. That night a shining
messenger wakes him in bis camp and tells him to look to beaven, where be sees
a golden cross inscribed with the promise that by this sign he will overcome bis
foes. The light departs, and the emperor rejoices.

Pa was agangen geara hwyrftum
Then — was gone-by  of-years in-revolutions
tu hund 4 preo geteled rimes,
two hundred and three  counted  of-number,
swylce XXX eac pinggemearces
likewise thirty  also  of-appointed-time

wintra for worulde, pxs pe wealdend god

of-winters  for world, after  thar ruler god
acenned weard, cyninga wuldor 5
born was, of-kings glory

in middangeard purh mennisc heo,
into middle-earth through buman  form,
sodfestra  leoht; pa was syxte gear
of-righteous-ones  light; ~ then was  sixth  year
Constantines caserdomes,

ofConstantine of-imperial-rule,

pxt he Romwara in rice weard
that ~ he  of-Romans  in kingdom  was
ahzfen hildfruma to hereteman. 10
raised battle-chief  as  army-leader.

Was se lindhwata leodgeborga

Was the  shield-brave  people-protector
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eorlum arfast: xdelinges weox

to-warriors  gracious: of—prince grew

rice  under roderum. He wes riht cyning,
kingdom  under skiss. He was right  king
gudweard gumena: hine god trymede
war-guardian of-men: him  god  strengthened
mzrdum - mihtum, pxt he manegum weard
with-glories  and with-powers,  that  be to-many became
geond middangeard mannum to hroder,
throughout middle-earth for-men as  comfort,
werpeodum to wrxce, sy0dan wxpen ahof
for-nations as  vengeance, when weapon  (he)-raised
wid hetendum. Him was hild boden,

against enemies. To-him  was  battle  offered,

wiges woma: werod samnodan,

of-war din: host gathered,

Huna leode 7 Hredgotan,

of-Huns  people and  Hreth-Gotbs,

foron fyrdhwate Francan < Hunas.

went army-brave Franks  and  Huns.

Waxron hwate weras * * %

Were bold men  (lacuna)

gearwe to gude: garas lixtan,

ready for  battle:  spears  gleamed,

wridene welhlencan; wordum 7 bordum
woven slaughter-links; ~ with-words — and shields
hofon herecombol. Pa weron heardingas
raised battle-standard. ~ Then were hardy-ones
sweotole gesamnod 7 eal geador,

openly gathered and all  together,
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for folca gedryht: fyrdleod agol

went  of-peoples host: war-song  sang

wulf on wealde, wzxlrune ne mad;
wolf  in forest,  slaughter-secret  not  concealed;
urigfedera earn sang ahof

dewy-feathered  eagle  song  raised

ladum on laste. Lungre scynde 30
for-hostile-ones  on  track. Quickly  hastened
ofer Burgenta beadupreata mast

over  of-Burgundians  of-war-bands  greatest
hergum to hilde, swylce Huna cyning
with-armies  to  battle,  such-as  of-Huns king
ymbsittendra awer meahte

of-neighbors anywhere  could

abannan to beadwe burgwigendra.

summon to battle of-city-warriors.
For fyrda mast, fedan trymedon 35
Went  of-armies  greatest,  troops formed

eoredcestum, pxt on alfylce
in-cavalry-troops, that  in  foreign-host
dearedlacende, on Danubie
spear-playing-ones, on Danube
stzrcedfyrhde stzde wicedon
strong-minded-ones  on-shore  encamped

ymb pxs wxteres wylm werodes breahtme:

around  of-the water surge of-host with-noise:
woldon Romwara rice gepringan, 40
wished of-Romans ~ kingdom  to-conquer,

hergum ahydan. Pzr weard Huna cyme

with-armies  to-plunder.  There was of-Huns  coming
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cud ceasterwarum: pa se casere heht
known to-citizens: then the emperor commanded
ongean gramum gudgelecan

against hostile war-players

under earhfere ofstum myclum

under arrow-flight  with-haste great

bannan to beadwe, beran ut prace
to-summon  to battle, to-bear out  force

rincas under roderum. Wzron Romware,
warriors  under skies. Were Romans,
secgas sigerofe sona gegearwod

men victory-brave  at-once equipped

wapnum to wigge, peah hie werod lzsse
with-weapons for  battle,  though they host  smaller
hzfdon to hilde ponne Huna cining;

bad for  bartle than of-Huns king;
ridon ymb rofne: ponne rand dynede,
rode around brave-one: then shield  resounded,
campwudu clynede; cyning preate for,
battle-wood rang; king with-troop went,
herge to hilde: hrefen uppe gol,
with-army  to  battle: raven above  screamed,
wan 7  wzlfel. Werod ws on tyhte,
dark  and slaughter-fierce. Host was  in  motion,
hleowon hornboran, hreopan friccan:

roared horn-bearers, shouted beralds:
mearh moldan tred, mgen samnode
horse earth trod, host gathered

cafe to cease. Cyning wzs afyrhted,

quickly to  battle. King was  frightened,
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egsan  geaclad, siddan elpeodige,
with-terror  dismayed, when foreigners,
Huna <5 Hreda here sceawede,
of-Huns and of-Hreths army  (he)-saw,

Ozt he on Romwara rices ende
that ~ he on  of-Romans  of-kingdom border
ymb pas weateres stxd werod samnode,
around  of-the water shore host gathered,
mxgen unrime: mOdSOrge Wztg

force countless:  mind-sorrow  bore
Romwara cyning, rices ne wende
of-Romans king, of-kingdom not  hoped
for werodleste: hzfde wigena to lyt,
for  lack-of-troops: had  of-warriors too  few,
eaxlgestealna wid ofermagene
of-shoulder-companions against  superior-force
hrora to hilde. Here wicode,
of-vigorous for  battle.  Army  encamped,
eorlas ymb xJeling egstreame neah
warriors around prince to-water-stream  near
on neaweste nihtlangne fyrst,

in vicinity night-long time,

pxs pe hie feonda gefer fyrmest geszgon.
after  that they  of-foes  approach first saw.

Pa weard on slxpe sylfum wtywed

Then was in sleep  to-himself  shown

pam casere, par he on cordre swef,

to-the  emperor, where he among  troop slept,
sigerofum gesegen swefnes woma:
to-victory-brave-one seen of-dream vision:
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puhte him wlitescyne on weres hade,
seemed  to-him beautiful in  of-man  form,
hwit < hiwbeorht hzleda nathwylc

white  and bue-bright of-heroes someone
geywed «nlicra, ponne he zr odde sid
shown more-excellent,  than be before  or  after
gesege under swegle. He of slepe onbrzgd
saw under  heaven.  He from  sleep started
eofurcumble bepeaht; him se ar  hrade,
with-boar-banner covered;  to-him the messenger  quickly,
wlitig wuldres boda wid pingode

beautiful  of-glory  herald  to spoke

7 be naman nemde (nihthelm toglad):
and by  name named night-helm  glided-away:
“Constantinus!  heht pe cyning engla,
“Constantine! commanded  thee king of-angels,
wyrda wealdend ware beodan,

of-events ruler covenant  to-offer;

duguda dryhten. Ne ondrad pu  Je,
of-hosts lord. Not  dread  thou for-thyself,
deah pe elpeodige egesan hwopan

though thar  foreigners  with-terror  threaten

heardre hilde! pu to heofenum beseoh
of-hard battle!  thou to heavens look

on wuldres weard, pxr du wrade findest
to of-glory  guardian, where thou support  findest

1”

SigOrCS tacen He wzs sona gearu
of-victory sign!” He  was at-once  ready

purh pzs halgan hazs, hrederlocan onspeon,

through of-the  holy-one ~ command,  breast-enclosure  unlocked,
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up locade, swa him se ar abead,

up looked, as him  the messenger  bade,

fxle fridowebba. Geseah he fretwum beorht
Jaithful  peace-weaver. Saw be  with-ornaments  bright
wliti  wuldres treo ofer wolcna hrof,

beautiful  of-glory tree  over  of-clouds  roof,

golde geglenged: gimmas lixtan; 90
with-gold adorned: gems gleamed;

was se blaca beam bocstafum awriten

was the shining  beam with-letters inscribed

beorhte 7 leohte: “Mid pys beacne du
brightly and  clearly:  “With  this sign thou

on pam frecnan fxre feond oferswidesd,

in the perilous  danger  foe overcomest,
geletest 1ad werod” Pa pzt leoht gewat,
binderest  hostile bost.” Then thar  light  departed,
up sidode 7 se ar  somed 95
up  journeyed and the messenger  together

on clenra gemang. Cyning wxs py blidra
into of-pure-ones midst. King was  the  blither

7 pe sorgleasra, secga aldor

and the more-sorrowless, of-men  prince

on fyrhdsefan purh pa fegeran gesyhd.

in spirit through  the fair sight.
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II - VICTORY AND BAPTISM

At dawn Constantine bas a cross made and carried before bis army. Trumpets
sound, and the raven, the eagle, and the wolf watch as the battle begins; when
the cross is raised the Huns flee: some are killed, some drown in the Danube, and
few return home. Back in bis cities, Constantine asks bis wise men whose sign
it was. They can say only that it is the sign of the King of Heaven, until a few
who were baptized, taught by Silvester, explain the gospel, the crucifixion, and
the resurrection. The emperor receives baptism from Silvester.

Heht pa onlice xdelinga hleo,

Commanded then likewise  of-princes  shelter,

beorna beaggifa, swa he paxt beacen geseah,
of-warriors  ring-giver, as  he that sign saw,
heria hildfruma, pzt him on heofonum er
of-armies  battle-chief, ~ which to-him in heavens before
geiewed weard, ofstum myclum

shown was, with-haste great

Constantinus Cristes rode,

Constantine of-Christ  rood,

tireadig cyning tacen gewyrcan.

glory-blessed  king sign to-make.

Heht pa on uhtan mid ardege

Commanded then in  dawn at  early-day

wigend wreccan 7 wxpenprace,

warriors to-rouse  and  weapon-throng,

hebban heorucumbul <5 pat halige treo
to-raise sword-banner and  that holy tree

him beforan ferian on feonda gemang,

them before  to-carry into  offoes midst,
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beran beacen godes. Byman sungon

to-bear sign of-god.  Trumpets sang

hlude for hergum: hrefn weorces gefeah, 110
loudly ~ before  armies  raven  of-work  rejoiced,

urigfedra earn si0 beheold,

dewy-feathered  eagle  journey beheld,

wzlhreowra wig; wulf sang ahof,

of-slaughter-cruel-ones  bartle;  wolf  song  raised,

holtes gehleda. Hildegesa stod:

of-forest  companion.  Battle-terror  stood:

pxr was borda gebrec 5 beorna geprec,

there  was  of=shields  crash  and of-warriors  onrush,

heard handgeswing 7 herga gring, 115
bhard hand-stroke and  of-armies slaughter,

sy0dan heo earhfere xrest metton.

when they  arrow-flight  first met.

On paxt fxege folc flana scuras,

On  that doomed people of-arrows  showers,

garas ofer geolorand on gramra gemang

spears  over  yellow-shield into of-bostile-ones  midst

hetend heorugrimme, hildenzdran

enemies sword-grim, battle-adders
purh fingra geweald ford onsendan. 120
through of-fingers  power forth sent.

Stopon  stidhidige, stundum wracon,
Stepped stern-minded-ones, at-times pressed,
brzcon bordhredan, bil indufan,
broke shield-cover, sword  plunged-in,

prungon prechearde. Pa was puf hafen,

thronged strife-bard-ones.  Then — was — banner  raised,
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segn for sweotum, sigeleod galen:
standard  before troops, victory-song  sung:
gylden grima, garas lixtan

olden  helmet,  spears  gleamed

on herefelda; hxdene grungon,

on battle-field; beathens fell,

feollon fridelease; flugon instxpes
fell peaceless; fled at-once
Huna leode, swa pazt halige treo
of-Huns  people, as  that holy tree
areran  heht Romwara cyning,
to-raise  commanded  of-Romans king,
headofremmende. Wurdon heardingas
war-performing. Became hardy-ones
wide towrecene: sume wig fornam,
widely scattered: some  battle carried-off,
sume unsofte aldor generedon

some hardly life saved

on pam hereside, sume healfcwice
on the  war-journey,  some half-alive
flugon on faxsten 7 feore burgon
fled into  fortress and  life saved
zfter stanclifum, stede weardedon
among stone-cliffs, place guarded
ymb Danubie, sume drenc fornam
around ~ Danube, some  drowning  carried-off
on lagostreame lifes xt ende.

in sea-stream of-life  ar  end.

Da was modigra mazgen on luste,

Then — was  of-brave-ones host in  joy,
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ehton elpeoda 00 paxt xfen ford
pursued  foreigners  until that  evening  forth
fram dages orde: darodzsc flugon, 140
from of-day  beginning:  dart-ashes flew,
hildenzdran. Heap was gescyrded,

battle-adders. Band  was cut-down,
ladra lindwered: lythwon becwom
of-hostile-ones  shield-troop: few came

Huna herges ham eft panon.

of-Huns  of-army  home again  thence.

Pa  was gesyne, pxt sige forgeaf

Then  was evident,  that  victory gave
Constantino cyning almihtig 145
to-Constantine king almighty

&t pam dzgweorce, domweordunga

at the day-work, glory-honors

rice  under roderum purh his rode treo.
kingdom  under skies through  his  rood  tree.
Gewat pa heriga helm ham eft panon,
Went then of-armies protector home again  thence,

hude hremig (hild was gesceaden),

in-booty  exulting  battle  was decided,
wigge geweordod. Com pa wigena hleo 150
with-war honored. Came  then of-warriors shelter

pegna preate prydbord stenan,
ofthanes  with-throng mighty-shields ~to-clash [?],

beadurof cyning burga neosan.

battle-brave king cities to-visit.
Heht pa wigena weard pa wisestan
Commanded then of-warriors guardian the wisest
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snude to sionode, pa pe snyttro creft

quickly  to council,  those who of-wisdom  skill

purh fyrngewrito gefrigen hafdon,

through  ancient-writings learned had,

heoldon higepancum haleda radas.

beld in-mind-thoughts ~ of-heroes  counsels.

Pa Dpas fricggan ongan folces aldor,

Then of-that  to-ask began  of-people  prince,

sigerof  cyning ofer sid weorod:

victory-brave king over wide bost:

ware pxr xnig yldra odde gingra,

were there  any elder or younger,

pe him to sode secggan meahte,

who to-him in  truth say could,

galdrum cydan, hwat se god ware,

with-songs  make-known, — what  the  god were,

“boldes brytta, pe pis his beacen was,
“of-dwelling ~ dispenser, whose this  his sign was,

pe me swa leoht odywde < mine leode generede,
which to-me  so bright  appeared and  my peaple saved,
tacna torhtost, 7 me tir forgeaf,

of-signs  brightest, — and to-me glory gave,

wigsped wid wradum purh paxt wlitige treo?”
war-success  against foes through that  beautiful — tree?”
Hio him jsware xnige ne meahton

They to-him  answer any not could

agifan togenes ne ful geare cudon

give back nor very  well could

sweotole gesecggan be pam sigebeacne.

clearly tell about  the victory-sign.
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Pa pa wisestan wordum cwadon

Then  the wisest with-words said

for pam heremagene, pxt hit heofoncyninges
before  the army-host, that it of-heaven-king
tacen waxre 7 paxs tweo nare.

sign were  and of-that  doubt  not-were.

ba pxt gefrugnon, pa  purh fulwihte
When  that beard, those-who  through  baptism
lerde wzron, him wxs leoht sefa,

taught were, to-them  was light ~ mind,

ferhd gefeonde, peah hira fea waron:
spirit rejoicing, though  of-them  few were:

Ozt hie for pam casere cydan moston
that  they before  the  emperor proclaim  might
godspelles gife, hu se gasta helm

of-gospel gift, how the of-spirits protector

in prynesse prymme geweordad

in trinity with-majesty honored

acenned weard, cyninga wuldor,

born was,  ofkings  glory,

7 hu on galgan weard godes agen bearn
and bhow on  gallows was of-god  own child
ahangen for hergum heardum witum:
hanged before  armies with-hard ~ torments:
alysde leoda bearn of locan deofla,
released  of-peoples  children from enclosure  of~devils,
geomre gastas, 7 him gife sealde

sad spirits,  and to-them grace  gave

purh pa ilcan gesceaft, pe him geywed weard

through the  same creation,  which to-him  shown was
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sylfum on gesyhde sigores tacne
himself in sight of-victory  with-sign

185 wi0 peoda przce, 7 hu Oy priddan dzge
against  of-peoples onslaught, and how  the third day
of byrgenne beorna wuldor,
from tomb of-warriors glory,
of deade aras dryhten ealra
from  death  arose lord of-all
hzleda cynnes 7 to heofonum astah.
of-heroes ofrace  and to heavens ascended.
Dus gleawlice gastgerynum
Thus wisely with-spiritual-mysteries

190 sxgdon sigerofum, swa fram Siluestre
told to-victory-brave-one,  as by Silvester
lerde wzron: @t pam se leodfruma
taught were:  from  him  the  people-leader
fulwihte onfeng 7 pat ford geheold
baptism received and  that  forth kept
on his dagana tid dryhtne to willan.

in his of-days  time  for-lord as will.
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III - HELENA’S VOYAGE

Constantine proclaims God’s law day and night. Learning from the books that the
Jews, misled by the devil, hanged Christ on the cross, be sends his mother, Helena,
to find where the cross lies buried. She sets out gladly with a great host of men and
women. Their ships sail over the sea to the land of the Greeks and are beached

there, and Helena and her armored retainers march on to_Jerusalem.

Pa was on szlum sinces brytta,

Then —was  in  bappiness of-treasure dispenser,
nidheard cyning: wes him niwe gefea 195
battle-hard king: was  to-him  new Jjoy

befolen in fyrhde, was him frofra mast
committed in spirit, was  to-him of-comforts ~ greatest
7 hyhta nihst heofonrices weard.

and  of-hopes  nearest  of-heaven-kingdom guardian.
Ongan pa dryhtnes = dages 7 nihtes
Began then of-lord law  by-day and by-night
purh gastes gife georne cydan

through  of-spirit  gift  eagerly  to-proclaim

7 hine sodlice sylfne getengde 200
and hbimself  truly himself devoted

goldwine gumena in godes peowdom,
gold-friend of-men  into  of-god service,
@scrof, unslaw. Pa se «deling fand,
ash-brave,  unslow.  Then the  prince  found,
leodgebyrga purh larsmidas,

people-protector  through  lore-smiths,

gudheard, garprist on godes bocum,
war-hard, spear-bold  in  of-god books,
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205 hwer ahangen was heriges beorhtme
where hanged was  of-army  with-clamor
on rode treo rodora waldend
on  rood wee  ofskies  ruler
xfstum purh inwit, swa se ealda feond
with-envies  through — malice, as  the old fiend
forlerde ligesearwum, leode fortyhte,
misled with-lying-wiles,  people seduced,
Iudea cyn, pxt hie god sylfne
ofJews  race, that they god  himself
210 ahengon, herga fruman: pxs hie in hyndum sculon
hanged, of-hosts author:  for-that they in  bumiliations  shall
to widan feore wergu dreogan!
to wide life  dammnation endure!
Pa wzs Cristes lof pam casere
Then was  of-Christ  praise to-the —emperor
on fyrhdsefan ford gemyndig
in spirit forth mindful
ymb pxt mare treo; 7 pa his modor het
abour  that  glorious  tree; and then his  mother  (he)-commanded
215 feran foldwege folca preate
to-go  by-earth-way of-peoples with-throng
to Tudeum, georne secan
to Jews, eagerly  to-seck
wigena preate, hwzr se wuldres beam
of-warriors with-throng, ~ where  the  of-glory beam
halig under hrusan hyded ware,
holy under earth bidden were,
x0elcyninges rod. Elene ne wolde

of-noble-king rood. Helena not  would
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pxs sidfates szne weordan 220
of-the  journey slow become

ne Ozs wilgifan word gehyrwan,

nor of-the  joy-giver word despise,

hiere sylfre suna, ac was sona gearu

of-her own son,  but was at-once  ready

wif on willsid, swa hire weoruda helm

woman  for desired-journey,  as  to-her  of-hosts  protector

byrnwiggendra beboden hzfde.

of-mail-warriors commanded bad.
Ongan pa ofstlice eorla mengu 225
Began then  speedily  of-warriors multitude

to flote fysan: fearoShengestas

to sea basten: wave-steeds

ymb geofenes stzd gearwe stodon,
around  of-ocean shore ready stood,
szlde szmearas, sunde getenge.
tethered sea-horses, to-sea close.

Da wzs orcnzwe idese sidfat,

Then — was evident of—lady journey,
siddan wzges helm werode gesohte, 230
after of-wave  protector  with-host sought,
pxr wlanc manig xt Wendelsz
where  proud-one  many  at Mediterranean
on stxde stodon. Stundum wrzcon
on shore stood. At-times pressed-on
ofer mearcpadu magen xfter oOrum
over border-paths troop after other
7 pa gehlodon hildesercum,

and  then loaded with-battle-shirts,
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bordum 45 ordum, byrnwigendum,
with-shields and with-points,  with-mail-warriors,
werum 7 wifum. weghengestas.
with-men  and  with-women. wave-steeds.

Leton pa ofer fifelweg famige scridan,
Let then  over  monster-wave  foamy glide,
bronte brimpisan: bord oft onfeng
steep sea-rushers: side  often  received
ofer earhgeblond yda swengas,

over sea-tumult of-waves blows,

s& swinsade. Ne hyrde ic sid ne ar
sea  resounded.  Not  heard I after nor before
on egstreame idese ledan

on  water-stream  lady lead

on merestrete mxgen f?zgrfe!

on sea-street host fairer!

bxr meahte gesion, se done sid beheold,

There  could see, he-who  the  journey  bebeld,

brecan ofer bzdweg, brimwudu snyrgan
break over  bath-way, sea-wood basten
under swellingum, szmearh plegean,
under swelling-sails, sea-horse play,
wadan wegflotan. Wigan waron blide,
wade wave-floater.  Warriors were glad,
collenferhde, cwen sides gefeah;
bold-spirited, queen  of-journey  rejoiced;
syppan to hyde hringedstefnan

after to  haven ring-prowed-ships

ofer lagofasten geliden hafdon

over sea-fastness sailed bad
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on Creca land: ceolas leton 250
into of-Greeks  land: ships let

xt sxfearode sande bewrecene,

at sea-shore by-sand driven,

ald yohofu oncrum fxste

old  wave-houses with-anchors  fast

on brime bidan beorna gepinges,

on sea await  of-warriors outcome,

hwonne heo sio gudcwen gumena preate

when them  the  war-queen of-men  with-throng

]

ofer eastwegas eft gesohte. 25
over euxt—wuy& ugain SOMgh[.

Dar was on eorle edgesyne

There  was  on warrior plainly-visible

brogden byrne 7 bill gecost,

woven mail-coat and sword  tested,

geatolic gudscrud, grimhelm manig,

splendid war-garment,  mask-helm many,

@nlic eoforcumbul. Waron zscwigan,

:ingular boar-banner. Were ash-warriors,

secggas ymb sigecwen sides gefysde, 260
men around  victory-queen  of-journey eager,

fyrdrincas frome: foron on luste

army-warriors  bold: went  in  desire

on Creca land caseres bodan,

into of-Greeks land  of-emperor messengers,

hilderincas hyrstum gewerede.

battle-warriors  with-trappings clothed.

Pxr wxs gesyne sincgim locen

There  was visible  treasure-gem  linked
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on pam herepreate, hlafordes gifu.

in the army-throng, of-lord gift.
Waxs seo eadhredige Elene gemyndig
Was the  blessed-triumphant ~ Helena mindful
priste on gepance peodnes willan,
boldly in thought of-prince will,
georn on mode, pxt hio Iudea

eager in  mind,  that she  of-Jews

ofer herefeldas heape gecoste,

over battle-fields  with-band tested,
lindwigendra land gesohte
of-shield-warriors land sought

secga preate. Swa hit siddan gelamp
of-men  with-throng.  So it afterward  happened
ymb lytel faxc, pxt Ozt leodmegen,
after little  space, that  that people-host,
gudrofe hzlep to Hierusalem

war-brave  heroes  to Jerusalem

cwomon in pa ceastre corfra maste,
came into  the city of-troops  greatest,
eorlas xscrofe mid pa adelan cwen.

warriors  ash-brave  with  the noble queen.
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IIII - HELENA SUMMONS THE JEWS

Helena summons the Jews learned in the law of Moses, and three thousand gather.
She accuses them of rejecting the one who would have saved them from damnation:
they spat in the face of the man who healed the blind and condemned the man who
raised the dead. She orders them to choose men who can answer her. A thousand
of the wisest come before ber throne, and she reminds them of what Moses, David,
and Isaiab prophesied of Christ’s birth and of bis people’s ingratitude.

Heht da gebeodan burgsittendum
Commanded then  to-summon to-city-dwellers
pam snoterestum side 7 wide

the wisest far  and  wide

geond Tudeas, gumena gehwylcum
throughout  Jews, of-men to-each
medelhegende on gemot cuman,
council-holding into assembly  to-come,

pa de deoplicost dryhtnes geryno 280
those who  most-deeply of-lord mysteries
purh rihte « reccan cudon.

through  right  law  expound  could.

Pa was gesamnod of sidwegum

Then  was gathered  from  wide-ways
magen unlytel, pa de Moyses

bost not-little,  those who  of-Moses  law
reccan cudon: pxr on rime wzxs
expound could: there in  number  was

preo @  pxra leoda 285
three  thousand — of-the  peoples

alesen to lare. Ongan pa leoflic wif

chosen  for teaching  Began  then  lovely  woman

201



290

295

ANDREAS AND ELENE

weras Ebrea wordum negan:

men of-Hebrews — with-words  to-address:

“Ic pzt gearolice ongiten hxbbe

‘7 that clearly perceived bave

purg witgena wordgeryno

through  of-prophets  word-mysteries

on godes bocum, pzt ge geardagum

in  of-god books, that  you  in-days-of-old
wyrée waxron wuldorcyninge,

worthy were to-glory-king,

dryhtne dyre 7 dedhwete.

to-lord dear and deed-bold.

Hwet! ge pare snyttro *** unwislice
Lo! you  the wisdom  (lacuna) unwisely
wrade widweorpon, pa ge wergdon pane,

hostilely rejected, when  you cursed bim,

pe ecow of wergde purh his wuldres mih,

who  you  from damnation through bis  of-glory  might,

fram ligewale lysan pohte,

from  flame-torment  release intended,

of heftnede; ge mid horu speowdon
from captivity;  you with  filth spat

on pxs 7wlitan, pe eow eagena leoht,
on  of-him face, who for-you  of-eyes light,
fram blindnesse bote gefremede

from blindness remedy  performed
edniowunga purh bzt xdele spald
anew through ~ that ~ noble  spittle

7 fram unclenum oft generede

and  from unclean often saved
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deofla gastum: ge to deape pone

of-devils spirits: you to  death bim

deman ongunnon, se de of deade sylf
condemn began, he who from death himself
woruld awehte on wera corpre

world awakened in  of-men  company

in pzt zrre lif eowres cynnes.

into that former life  of-your race.

Swa ge modblinde mengan ongunnon

So you  mind-blind to-mingle began

lige wid sode, leoht wid pystrum,

lie with  truth, light  with darkness,

xfst wid are, inwitpancum

envy  with mercy, with-malicious-thoughts

wroht webbedan: eow seo wergdu fordan
strife wove: to-you the damnation therefore
scedped scyldfullum. Ge pa sciran miht
harms guilty-ones. You the  bright  might
deman ongunnon < gedweolan lifdon
condemn began and in-error lived
peostrum gepancum o0 pysne deg.
with-dark thoughts until  this day.
Gangap nu snude, snyttro gepencap

Go now  quickly,  wisdom consider
weras wisfaste, wordes craftige,

men wisdom-firm,  of-word skillful,

pa Oe ecowre x xdelum creftige

those who  your  law in-excellences skillful

on ferhdsefan fyrmest hzbben,

in spirit foremost bave,
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pa me sodlice secgan cunnon,

who to-me truly tell can,

Jsware cydan for eow ford

answer make-known  for  you  forth

tacna gehwylces, pe ic him to sece!”
ofsigns of-each, which I them to  seek!”
Eodan pa on gerum reonigmode,

Went then in  anxieties sad-minded,
eorlas xcleawe, egesan gepreade,

warriors  law-wise,  by-terror  oppressed,
gehdum geomre: georne sohton
with-cares sad: eagerly sought

pa wisestan wordgeryno,

the wisest word-mysteries,

pxt hio pzre cwene oncwedan meahton

that  they to-the  queen answer could

swa tiles swa trages, swa hio him to sohte.

either of-good  or of-evil, as  she them to
Hio pba on preate m manna

They then in  throng thousand — of-men

fundon ferhdgleawra, pa pe fyrngemynd
found of-spirit-wise-ones, those who  ancient-memory
mid Tudeum gearwast cudon.

among Jews most-readily  knew.

Prungon pa on preate, pxr on prymme
Thronged then in troop,  where in majesty
in cynestole caseres mag,

on royal-seat  of-emperor kinswoman,

geatolic gudcwen golde gehyrsted.
splendid war-queen  with-gold adorned.
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Elene mapelode 7 for eorlum sprac:
Helena spoke and before  warriors spoke:
“Gehyrad, higegleawe, halige rune,

“Hear, mind-wise-ones,  holy  mystery,
word 7 wisdom. Hwat! ge witgena
word  and  wisdom. Lo! you  of-prophets
lare  onfengon, hu se liffruma

teaching received, how the  life-author

in cildes had cenned wurde,

in  of-child form born was,

mihta wealdend, be pam Moyses sang
of-powers ruler,; about  whom Moses sang
7 pxt gecwxd weard Israhela:

and  thar spoke  guardian  of-Israelites:

‘Eow acenned bid cniht on degle,
“To-you born is boy in  secret,
mihtum mzre, swa bas modor ne bid
in-powers  famous, so-that  his  mother  not is
wastmum geeacnod purh weres frige’
with-fruits increased  through of-man  love’
Be Jam Dauid cyning dryhtleod agol,
About  him David king lord-song sang,
frod fyrnweota, feder Salomones,

wise ancient-sage,  father of-Solomon,

7 pxt word gecwzp wigona baldor:
and that  word spoke of-warriors  prince:
‘Ic frumpa god fore sceawode,

T of-beginnings god  before beheld,

sigora dryhten; he on gesyhde was

of-victories lord; bhe in sight was
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magena wealdend, min on pa swidran
of-hosts ruler, my on the right
prymmes hyrde: panon ic ne wende
of-majesty guardian:  thence I not  turned
zfre to aldre onsion mine’
ever to age _ﬁl[‘e mine.’

350 Swa hit eft be eow Essaias
So it again about  you Lsaiah
witga for weorodum wordum malde,
prophet  before bosts with-words spoke,
deophycggende purh dryhtnes gast:
deep-thinking through of-lord spirit:
‘Ic up ahof eaforan ginge
T up raised sons young
7 bearn cende, pam ic bled forgeaf,
and  children  bore, to-whom I glory gave,

355 halige higefrofre; ac hie hyrwdon me,
holy mind-comfort; but  they despised me,
feodon purh feondscipe, nahton forepances,
hated through enmity, not-had  of-forethought,
wisdomes gewitt, ] pa weregan neat,
of-wisdom understanding, and  the weary cattle,
pe man daga gehwam drifed < pirsced,
which  one  of-days each drives  and  threshes,
ongitap hira goddend, nales gnyrnwrecum
recognize their  good-doers,  not-at-all with-grudges

360 feogad frynd hiera, pe him fodder gifed.
bate friends  thei,  who to-them  fodder gives.
7 me Israhela zfre ne woldon

and me of-Israclites ever not  would
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folc oncnawan, peah ic feala for him
people recognize, though I many for  them
b

zfter  woruldstundum wundra gefremede.

throughout world-times of-wonders performed.”

V - JUDAS

Helena rebukes the thousand for forsaking God’s law and sends them back, and they
return with five bundred of the wisest, whom she accuses of denying that Christ was
born in Bethlebem. They protest that they do not know their offense, and she sends
them away again. One of them, Judas, guesses that she seeks the cross and urges the
rest not to reveal where it lies. Its finding would end the rule of the Hebrews, as
bis grandfather Zacchaeus foretold when he told Judass father to reveal it if asked.

Hwat! we pzt gehyrdon purh halige bec,
Lo! we  that beard through ~ holy  books,
pxt eow dryhten geaf dom unscyndne,
that  to-you lord gave  glory unshamed,
meotod mihta sped, Moyse szgde,
ordainer of-powers abundance,  to-Moses said,

hu ge heofoncyninge hyran sceoldon,

how  you to-heaven-king obey should,

lare  lestan. Eow paxs lungre apreat
teaching  follow.  To-you of-that — quickly  it-wearied

7 ge pam ryhte widroten hefdon,

and you  the right rejected had,
onscunedon pone sciran scippend eallra,
shunned the bright creator of-all,
dryhtna dryhten, 7 gedwolan fylgdon
of-lords lord, and error followed
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ofer riht godes. Nu ge rape gangap
against  right  of-god.  Now you quickly g0
7 findap gen, pa pe fyrngewritu
and  find  again, those who ancient-writings
purh snyttro craft selest cunnen,
through  of-wisdom kil best know,
xriht eower, pxt me ‘Jsware
law-right ~ your, that  to-me  answer

purh sidne sefan secgan cunnen”
through  ample  mind tell can”
Eodan 02 mid mengo modcwanige,
Went then with  multitude mind-sad,
collenferhde, swa him sio cwen bead,
bold-spirited, as  them the queen  bade,
fundon pa d forpsnottera
found then  five-bundred  of-very-wise-ones
alesen leodmega, pa Je leornungcreft
chosen of-kinsmen,  those who learning-skill
purh modgemynd maste hafdon,
through ~ mind-memory most had,

on sefan snyttro. Heo to salore eft
in mind wisdom. They 1o hall  again
ymb lytel fac ladode waron

after  little  space summoned — were

ceastre weardas. Hio sio cwen ongan
ofcity guardians.  Them the  queen began
wordum genegan (wlat ofer ealle):
with-words  to-address  looked  over all:
“Oft ge dyslice dzd gefremedon,
“Often you foolish  deed  performed,
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werge wrazcmaccgas, 7 gewritu herwdon,
cursed exiles, and  writings despised,
federa lare, nefre furdur ponne nu,
of-fathers  teaching,  never  further than  now,

da ge blindnesse bote forsegon

when you  of-blindness  remedy rejected

7 ge widsocon sode 7 rihte, 390
and  you denied truth and  right,

pxt in Bethleme bearn wealdendes,

that  in  Bethlehem child of-ruler,

cyning anboren cenned were,

king only-born born were,

xdelinga ord: peah ge pa x cudon,
of-princes chief  though you the law  knew,
witgena word, ge ne woldon pa

of-prophets  word,  you not  would  then
synwyrcende sod oncnawan!” 395
sin-working-ones  truth recognize!”

Hie pa anmode jsweredon:

They then unanimous answered:

“Hwat! we Ebreisce z leornedon,

“Lo! we Hebrew — law learned,

pa on fyrndagum fxderas cudon

which in  former-days fathers knew

xt gOdCS carce, n¢ we gearc cunnon,

at  of-god ark,  nor we well know,
purh hwzt Ou Jus hearde, hlxfdige, us 400
through  what  thou  thus bard, lady, with-us

eorre wurde: we Ozt xbylgd nyton,

angry became:  we that  offense  not-know,
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pe we gefremedon on pysse folcscere,

which  we committed in this people-land,

peodenbealwa wid pec zfre!”

of-prince-harms against  thee  ever!”

Elene madelade 5 for eorlum sprzc,

Helena spoke and before  warriors spoke,
405 undearninga ides reordode,

openly lady spoke,

hlude for herigum: “Ge nu hrade gangad,

loudly  before bosts: “You now quickly 20,

sundor asecap, pa Je snyttro mid eow

apart seek-out,  those who of-wisdom among  you

mazgn 7 modcrzft maste hbben,

strength — and  mind-skill most bave,

pxt me pinga gehwylc priste gecydan,

that  to-me  of-things each boldly  make-known,
410 untraglice, pe ic him to sece!”

without-evasion, which I them to  seek!”

Eodon pa fram rune, swa him sio rice cwen,

Went then ﬁ’om council, as them  the migbty queen,
bald in burgum beboden hzfde;
bold in cities commanded bad;

geomormode georne smeadon,
sad-minded eagerly pondered,
sohton searopancum, hwzt sio syn ware,
sought with-cunning-thoughts, ~ what  the  sin were,

45 pe hie on pam folce gefremed hafdon
which they among  the  people  committed bad
wid pam casere, pe him sio cwen  wite.

against  the  emperor, for-which them  the  queen  might-blame.
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Pa par for eorlum an reordode

Then there before  warriors  one spoke

gidda gearosnotor, dam wzs Iudas nama,
of-sayings ready-wise, to-whom  was  Judas name,
wordes craftig: “Ic wat geare,

of-word skillful: ‘T know  well,

pxt hio wile secan be dam sigebeame, 420
that  she  will seek  about  the  victory-beam,

on dam prowode peoda waldend,

on  which suffered  of-peoples ruler;

eallra gnyrna leas, godes agen bearn,

of-all offenses  free,  of-god  own child,

pone unscyldigne eofota gehwylces

whom guildess  of-crimes of-each

purh hete hengon on heanne beam

through  hate hanged on high beam

in fyrndagum faderas usse: 425
in  former-days fathers our:

paxt was prealic gepoht! Nu is pearf mycel,
that  was  calamitous  thought! ~Now is  need  great,
pxt we fastlice ferhd stadelien,

that  we firmly spirit establish,

pxt we Ozs mordres meldan ne weorden,
that  we of-the  murder  informers not  become,

hwer pazt halige trio beheled wurde

where that holy tree  concealed was
xfter wigprace, py lxs toworpen sien 430
after war-onslaught, by-that  less  overthrown be

frod fyrngewritu 7 pa faderlican

wise  ancient-writings and  the fatherly
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lare  forleten! Ne bid lang ofer dzt,
teaching  abandoned! Not  is long  after  that,

pxt Israhela zdelu moten

that  of-Israelites  nobility may

ofer middangeard ma ricsian,

over middle-earth more rule,

xcreft eorla, gif dis yppe bid,

law-craft ~ of-men, if  this revealed is,

swa pa pzt ilce gio min yldra fxder,
as then  that same formerly  my elder  father,
sigerof  szgde (pam wzs Sachius nama),
victory-brave  said to-whom was  Zacchaeus name,
frod fyrnwiota feder minum,

wise ancient-sage  to-father my,

%% eaferan,

(lacuna) som,

wende hine of worulde 7 bzt word gecwazd:
turned  bimself  from world and that  word spoke:
‘Gif pe bt gelimpe on lifdagum,

If  to-thee that  happen in life-days,

pxt Su gehyre ymb pxt halige treo

that  thou bear about  that holy tree

frode frignan 4 geflitu rxran

wise-ones ask and  disputes  raise

be dam sigebeame, on pam sod cyning
about  the victory-beam,  on  which  true king
ahangen was, heofonrices weard,

hanged was,  of-heaven-kingdom guardian,

eallre sybbe bearn, ponne pu snude gecyd,
ofall  peace  child,  then thou quickly make-known,
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min swxs sunu, r pec swylt nime.

my dear son,  before thee  death take.

Ne mzg =zfre ofer pxt Ebrea peod

Not  may ever  after thar of-Hebrews nation
redpeahtende rice healdan,

counsel-deliberating  kingdom bold,

dugudum wealdan: ac para dom leofad
hosts rule: but  of-those  glory lives

7 hira dryhtscipe ***

and  their lordship (lacuna)

in woruld weorulda willum gefylled,

into  world of-worlds with-joys filled,

de pone ahangnan cyning heriap 7 lofiad’
who  the hanged king praise  and  laud.

VI - SIMON’S TEACHING

Judas recalls asking bis father why their fathers killed Christ if they knew who
be was. His father answered that be bad never shared that counsel. Christ rose
on the third day; Judas’s brother Stephen was baptized and was stoned for bis
faith, praying for bis killers, among them Saul, whom God renamed Paul. So
Judas’ father and grandfather believed, and bis father, Simon, taught bim never
to blaspheme Christ. The wisest men answer that they have never heard anyone
but Judas tell of so secret a thing, and leave him to answer the queen.

Pa ic fromlice feder minum,

Then 1 boldly to-father my,

ealdum awitan ageaf qsware:

to-old counselor  gave answer:

‘Hu wolde pzt geweordan on woruldrice,

‘How  would  that happen in  world-kingdom,
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pxt on pone halgan handa sendan

that  on the holy-one  hands sent

to feorhlege fxzderas usse

for lifislaying  fathers  our

purh wrad gewitt, gif hie wiston r,

through  hostile wit, if  they knew  before,
460 paxt he Crist weare, cyning on roderum,

that  he Christ  were, king in heavens,

sod sunu meotudes, sawla nergend?

true son of-ordainer,  of-souls savior?’

Da me yldra min ageaf jsware,

Then to-me  elder my gave answer,
frod on fyrhde feder reordode:
wise in spirit  father spoke:

‘Ongit, guma ginga, godes heahmagen,
‘Perceive, man young,  of-god high-power,

465 nergendes naman, se is nida gehwam
of-savior name,  which is of-men  to-each
unasecgendlic, pone sylf ne mag
unspeakable, which  himself not  can
on moldwege man aspyrigean.
on earth-way man track-out.

Nzfre ic pa gepeahte, pe peos peod ongan,
Never I the counsel, which  this  people  began,
secan wolde, ac ic symle mec
seek would, but I  always myself

470 asced  para scylda, nales sceame worhte
separated  from-those  guilts,  not-at-all  shame wrought
gaste minum. Ic him georne oft

for-spirit my. I to-them  eagerly  often
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pxs unrihtes sxc fremede,

of-the wrong refusal made,

ponne udweotan xht biszton,

when counselors  council beld,

on sefan sohton, hu hie sunu meotudes
in mind sought,  how they  son of-ordainer
ahengon, helm wera, hlaford eallra, 475
might-hang,  protector of-men, lord of-all,

engla 7 elda, xdelust bearna.

of-angels and of-men,  noblest  of-children.

Ne meahton hie swa disige dead odfaxstan
Not could they  so foolish  death inflict
weras wonsxlige, swa hie wendon r,

men unbappy, as  they  expected  before,
sarum settan, peah he sume hwile
with-pains set, though ~ he  some while

on galgan his gast onsende 480
on  gallows  his  spirit  sent-forth

sigebearn godes. Pa siddan was

victory-child ~ of-god.  Then afterward — was

of rode ahzfen rodera wealdend,

from  rood raised of -skies ruler,;

eallra prymma prym: preo niht siddan
of-all glories glory:  three  nights afterward

in byrgenne bidende wzs

in tomb waiting was
under peosterlocan, 5 pa py priddan dxg 485
under dark-enclosure,  and then the third day

ealles leohtes leoht lifgende aras,

of-all light light living arose,
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deoden engla, 7 his pegnum

prince of-angels, and  to-his thanes

sod sigora frea seolfne geywde,

true  of-victories lord  himself showed,

beorht on blede. Ponne brodor pin

bright in  glory. Then brother  thy

onfeng =zfter fyrste fulwihtes bzd,

received after time of-baptism  bath,

leohtne geleafan; pa for lufan dryhtnes

bright faith; then  for  love of-lord
Stephanus was stanum worpod,

Stephen was  with-stones pelted,

ne geald he yfel yfele, ac his ealdfeondum
not repaid be evil with-evil, bur for-his old-foes
pingode prohtherd, bzd prymcyning,

interceded — bardship-hard,  asked glory-king,

pxt he him pa weaded to wrxce ne sette,
that  he to-them the  woe-deed  as vengeance nor  set,
pxt hie for xfstum unscyldigne,

that  they  for envies guiltless-one,

synna leasne Sawles larum

ofsins free of-Saul  with-teachings

feore berzddon swa he purh feondscipe

of-life deprived as  he through enmity

to cwale monige Cristes folces

to  death many of-Christ  of-people

demde, to deape. Swa peah him dryhten eft
condemned, to  death. So  though to-him lord afterward
miltse gefremede, pxt he manegum

mercy performed, that  he  for-many

216



ELENE

folca to frofre, syddan him frymda god,
of-peoples as  comfort, after  for-him  of-beginnings  god,
nida nergend naman oncyrde

of-men savior name changed

7 he syddan was sanctus Paulus

and he afterward  was saint Paul

w
=3
w

be naman haten < him nznig wes

by name called  and to-him  none was
xlerendra oder betera,

of-law-teachers  other better,

under swegles hleo sydpan e«fre,

under of-heaven  shelter  afterward  ever,

para pe wif 00de wer on woruld cendan,
of-those whom woman  or  man imwo  world  bors,
peah he Stephanus stanum hehte

though ~ he Stephen with-stones commanded

abreotan on beorge, brodor pinne. 510
to-kill on bill, brother thy.

Nu du meaht gehyran, hzled min se leofa,

Now thou  canst bear, hero my the dear,

hu arfest is ealles wealdend,

how merciful is  of-all ruler;

peah we =xbylgd wid hine oft gewyrcen

though ~we  offense  against him  often commit

synna wunde, gif we sona eft

ofsins wound, if  we at-once afterward

w
—_
w

para bealudzda bote gefremmap
of-the evil-deeds amends perform

7 pzs unrihtes eft  geswicap.

and  of-the wrong afterward cease.
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Fordan ic sodlice 7 min swzs feder
Therefore 1 truly and  my dear  father
syOpan gelyfdon ** *
afterward believed (lacuna)
pxt geprowade eallra prymma god,
that suffered of-all glories god,
520 lifes lattiow ladlic wite
of-life  leader  loathsome torment
for oferpearfe ilda cynnes.
for great-need  of-men  of-race.
Fordan ic pe laxre purh leodorune,
Therefore I thee teach through  song-counsel,
hyse leofesta, pxt du hospcwide,
youth dearest, that  thou  insult-speech,
zfst ne eofulszc =fre ne fremme,
envy  nor  blasphemy  ever —  perform,
525 grimne geagrcwide wid godes bearne:
grim reproach against  of-god child:
ponne Ju geearnast, pxt pe bid ece lif,
then thou earnest, that  for-thee is  eternal life,
selust  sigeleana seald in heofonum’
best of-victory-rewards  given  in beavens.
Dus mec feder min on fyrndagum
Thus ~ me  father  my in  former-days
unweaxenne wordum lzrde,
ungrown with-words  taught,
530 septe sodcwidum (pam was Symon nama),
instructed  with-true-sayings to-whom  was Simon name,
guma gehdum frod. Nu ge geare cunnon,

man in-cares old.  Now you  well know,
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hwzt eow paxs on sefan selest pince
what to-you of-that in  mind best seem

to gecydanne, gif deos cwen usic

to make-known, if this queen us

frigned ymb Ozt treo, nu ge fyrhdsefan
asks about  that  tree, now you spirit

7 modgepanc minne cunnon”

and  mind-thought mine know.”

Him bpa togenes pa gleawestan

To-him then  in-reply  the wisest

on wera preate wordum meldon:

in  of-men throng  with-words spoke:

“Naxfre we hyrdon hzled wnigne

“Never we heard hero any

on pysse peode butan pec nu Ja,

in this nation  except  thee now then,
pegn oderne pyslic cydan

thane other such  make-known

ymb swa dygle wyrd. Do swa e pynce,
about  so secret  event. Do as  to-thee  seem,
fyrngidda frod, gif du frugnen sie
of-ancient-lore wise-one,  if  thou asked be

on wera cordre. Wisdomes bedearf,

in  of-men company. Of-wisdom needs,
worda werlicra 7 witan snyturo,
of-words wary and  of-sage wisdom,

se  Oxre xdelan sceal jwyrde agifan
he-who  to-the  noble-one  shall answer give
for pyslicne preat on meple”

before such throng in  assembly.”
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VII - JUDAS GIVEN UP

The Jews debate among themselves, and heralds summon them back to the ball.
Helena questions them about where Christ suffered, but they deny knowing anything,
and she threatens to burn them on a pyre. In fear they hand over Judas, praising
his wisdom and his descent from a prophet. Helena dismisses the rest, keeps Judas
as a hostage, and offers him life or death. Judas answers with a question: who,
starving in the wilderness with bread and stone before bim, would choose the stone?

Weoxan word cwidum, weras peahtedon
Grew words  in-speeches, men deliberated

on healfa gehwar, sume hyder, sume pyder,
on  of-sides each, some bither some thither,
prydedon < bpohton. Pa cwom pegna heap
pondered and  thought.  Then  came  of-thanes band
to pam heremedle, hreopon friccan,

to the  army-assembly, shouted heralds,

caseres bodan: “Eow peos cwen lapap,
of-emperor messengers:  “You this queen  summons,
secgas, to salore, paxt ge seonoddomas

men, to ball, that  you synod-decrees

rihte reccen. Is eow rxdes pearf

rightly  expound. Is  for-you of-counsel  need

on medelstede, modes snyttro”.

in meeting-place,  of-mind wisdom”.

Heo wzron gearwe geomormode

They were ready sad-minded
leodgebyrgean, pa hie ladod wzron
people-protectors, when  they summoned — were

purh heard gebann: to hofe eodon,

through ~ bard ~ summons:  to  court went,
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cyddon crxftes miht. Pa sio cwen ongan
showed of -skill might.  Then the  queen began
weras Ebresce wordum negan,

men Hebrew with-words  to-address,

fricggan fyrhowerige ymb fyrngewritu,
to-ask spirit-weary-ones about ancient-writings,
hu on worulde @r witgan sungon,

how in world before  prophers sang,
gasthalige guman be godes bearne,
spirit-holy men about  of-god child,
hwer se peoden geprowade,

where  the  prince suffered,

so0 sunu meotudes for sawla lufan.

true  son of-ordainer  for  of-souls  love.

Heo wzron stearce, stane heardran,
They were stubborn,  than-stone barder,
noldon pxt geryne rihte cydan

not-would  that  mystery  rightly make-known

ne hire andsware xnige secgan

nor to-her answer any say
torngenidlan, pxs hio him to sohte,
anger-enemies, of-thar  she  them to  sought,

ac hio worda gehwas widerszc fremedon
but they of-words  of-each denial made
feste on fyrhde, paxt heo frignan ongan:
firmly in spirit, which  she to-ask began:
cwadon, pzt hio on aldre owiht swylces
said, that  they in life aught of-such
ne xr ne si0 xfre hyrdon.

neither before nor after  ever beard.
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Elene mapelade 5 him yrre oncwed:

Helena spoke and to-them angrily  answered:

“Ic eow to sode secgan wille,

‘I to-you in truth say will,

7 paxs in life lige ne wyrded,

and of-thar in life  lie  not  will-be,

gif ge pissum lease leng gefylgad

if  you  to-this lie  longer  follow

mid fxcne gefice, pe me fore standap,

with  deceitful ~ fraud, who me before stand,

pxt eow in beorge bzl fornimed,

that  you on bill pyre consumes,

hattost headowelma, < eower hra bryttad

hottest of-war-surges,  and  your  corpses  destroys

lacende lig, pxt eow sceal paxt leas

leaping flame,  that  for-you  shall  that lie

awundrad weordan to woruldgedale.

wondered-at become ar world-parting.

Ne magon ge 0a word gesedan, be ge hwile nu on unriht
Not can you the words affirm, which you  while now in  wrong
wrigon under womma sceatum; ne magon ge pa wyrd bemidan,
covered under ofsins corners;  not can  you the event conceal,

bedyrnan pa deopan mihte” Pa wurdon hie deades on wenan,
hide the  deep might”  Then  became  they of-death in expectation,
ades 7 endelifes, 7 pzr pa xnne betxhton

of-pyre and  of-life-end, and there then  one banded-over

giddum gearusnottorne (pam was Iudas nama

in-songs ready-wise to-whom  was  Judas  name

cenned for cneomagum); pone hie pzre cwene agefon,

called by kinsmen; him  they to-the  queen gave,
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segdon hine sundorwisne: “He pe mag sod gecydan,
said bhim specially-wise: “He  to-thee can  truth make-known,
onwreon wyrda geryno, swa Ou hine wordum frignest,
reveal of-events  mysteries,  as  thou  him  with-words askest,
zriht from ord 00 ende ford.

law-right ~ from  beginning  to end  forth.

He is for eordan «deles cynnes,

He is on earth of-noble race,

wordcraftes wis 7] witgan sunu,

of-word-craft wise and of-propher  son,

bald on medle: him gebyrde is,

bold in  assembly: to-him  natural  is

pxt he gencwidas gleawe habbe,

that  he answers wise bave,

crzft in breostum. He gecyded be

skill in breast. He makes-known  to-thee

for wera mengo wisdomes gife

before of-men  multitude  of-wisdom gift

purh pa myclan miht, swa pin mod lufap.

through the  great might, —as  thy mind  loves”

Hio on sybbe forlet secan gehwylcne

She in  peace let seek each

agenne eard < pone znne genam,

own dwelling and  the one took,

Iudas to gisle 7 pa georne bad,

Judas as  hostage and then  eagerly  asked,

pxt he be Ozre rode riht getxhte,

that  he about  the rood  right showed,

pe @r in legere wxs lange bedyrned,

which before in  grave  was long hidden,
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7 hine seolfne sundor acigde.

and  him himself apart called.

Elene mapelode to pam anhagan,

Helena spoke to  the  solitary-one,
605 tireadig cwen: “Pe synt tu gearuy,

glory-blessed — queen: ~ “For-thee  are  two  ready,

swa lif swa dead, swa Dpe leofre bid

either life  or  death, as  to-thee dearer  is
to geceosanne. Cyd  ricene nu,
to choose. Make-known  quickly  now,

hwet Ou paxs to pinge pafian wille”
what thou of-that as  matter  consent will”
Iudas hire ongen pingode (ne meahte he pa gehdu bebugan,
Judas  to-her in-reply spoke not could he the  grief escape,
610 oncyrran rex genidlan, he was on pzre cwene gewealdum):
turn-away king enmity, he  was in  ofthe  queen power:
“Hu mzg pazm geweordan, pe on westenne
“‘How  can  for-him happen, who in  wilderness
mede 7 meteleas morland tryded,
weary  and  foodless moorland treads,
hungre gehzfted 5 him hlaf 5 stan
by-hunger fettered and to-him bread and stone
on gesihde *** bu geweordad
in sight (lacuna) both appear
615 streac 7 hnesce, pxt he pone stan nime
bard and soft, that  he the stone  take
wid hungres hleo hlafes ne gime,

for of-hunger  shelter of-bread not  care,
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gewende to wzdle 7 pa wiste widszce,

turn to  poverty and the  food refuse,

beteran widhyccge, ponne he bega beneah?”
better despise, when he  of-both bas?”

VIII - JUDAS IN THE PIT

Helena promises Judas beaven if be reveals where the cross lies. He pleads that
some two bundred years bave passed and that be was born long after. She retorts
that the Jews remember the Trojan war well enough, and he answers that they
keep it in writing. She demands the place of Calvary, and when he claims not
to know it she swears be will starve. Bound in a dry pit for seven nights, Judas

cries out on the seventh day that be will reveal the tree.

Him bpa seo eadige jwyrde ageaf

To-him then the blessed-one  answer gave

Elene for eorlum undearnunga:

Helena  before  warriors openly:
“Gif O0u in heofonrice habban wille
“@f thou in  beaven-kingdom have wilt

eard mid englum 7 on eordan lif,
dwelling ~ with angels  and on earth life,
sigorlean in swegle, saga ricene me,
victory-reward in  beaven, rell  quickly — me,
hwer seo rod wunige radorcyninges,
where the rood  remain of-heaven-king,
halig under hrusan, pe ge hwile nu
holy under earth, which you  while  now
purh mordres man mannum dyrndun!”

through — of-murder  crime  from-men hid!”
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Iudas madelade (him was geomor sefa,
Judas spoke to-him  was sad mind,
hat zt heortan 4 gehwzdres wa,
bhot  at beart and of-each woe,
ge he heofonrices *** swa mode
both  be  of-heaven-kingdom (lacuna)  so  in-mind
630 7 pis jwearde anforlete
and  this present abandon
rice  under roderum, ge he da rode ne txhte):
kingdom  under skies, and he the rood mot  showed:
“Hu meag ic pxt findan, pxt swa fyrn geweard
“How can I  that find, that  so  long-ago  happened
wintra gangum? is nu worn sceacen
of-winters  in-courses? is now multitude  passed
cc 000e ma geteled rime.
two-hundred ~ or  more  counted  in-number.
635 Ic ne mag areccan, nu ic pxt rim ne can:
I not can tell, now I  that number not know:
is nu feale sidpan ford gewitenra,
is  now many since forth  of-departed-ones,
frodra 7 godra, pe us fore weron,
of-wise  and of-good, who us before were,
gleawra gumena: ic on geogode. weard
of-prudent men: I in youth. was
on siddagum syddan acenned
in later-days afterward born
640 cnihtgeong haled. Ic ne can, pxt ic nat,
boy-young bero. I not can, that I not-know,
findan on fyrhde, pxt swa fyrn geweard.”
find in spirit, that  so  long-ago  happened.”
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Elene madelade him on -sware:

Helena spoke to-him in  answer:

“Hu is pzt geworden on pysse werpeode,
“How is that  come-about  in this nation,

pxt ge swa monigfeald on gemynd witon,

that  you  so manifold in mind know,
alra tacna gehwylc, swa Troiana 645
of-all  signs each, as Trojans

purh gefeoht fremedon? pxt wes fxer mycel,
through fight performed? that  was attack [?]  great,
open eald gewin, ponne peos «xdele gewyrd,
open old strife, than this noble event,
geara gongum: ge bxt geare cunnon

of-years  in-courses:  you that  well know

edre gereccan, hwat par eallra was

quickly tell, what  there  of-all  was

on manrime mordorslehtes, 650
in  man-number of-murder-slaughter,

daredlacendra deadra gefeallen

of-spear-players of-dead fallen

under bordhagan; ge pa byrgenna

under shield-wall; ~ you the graves

under stanhleodum 7 pa stowe swa some
under stone-slopes and the  place 50 same

7 pa wintergerim on gewritu setton.”

and  the winter-count in  writings set.”
Ivdas madelade (gnornsorge wag): 655
Judas spoke grief-sorrow bore:

“We pazs hereweorces, hlaxfdige min,

“We  of-the war-work, lady my,
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for nydpearfe nean myndgiap
for need from-near  remember
7 pa wiggprece on gewritu setton,
and the war-onslaught in  writings set,
peoda gebzru, <5 pis nafre
of-peoples  conduct,  and this  never
660 purh wniges mannes mud gehyrdon
through  of-any man mouth heard
hzledum cydan butan her nu da”
to-heroes make-known  except  here now then.”
Him seo xdele cwen ageaf jsware:
To-him  the  noble  queen  gave answer:
“Widszcest du to swide sode < rihte
“Deniest thou too greatly  truth and  right
ymb pzt lifes treow, 7 nu lytle =r
abour  thar  of-life  tree, and now little  before
665 szgdest sodlice be pam sigebeame
saidst truly  about  the  victory-beam
leodum pinum < nu on lige cyrrest!”
to-peaple thy and now to  lie turnest!”
Iudas hire ongen pingode, cwad pxt he pxt on gehdu gesprace
Judas  to-her in-reply spoke, said  that he thar in  grief spoke
7 tweon swidost, wende him trage hnagre.
and  in-doubt most, expected  for-himself  evil worse.
Him oncwzd hrade caseres mag:
To-him  answered  quickly — of-emperor kinswoman:
670 “Hwet! we Ozt hyrdon purh halige bec
“Lo! we  that heard  through ~ holy  books
hzledum cydan, bzt ahangen wes

to-heroes make-known,  that hanged was
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on Caluarie cyninges freobearn,

on Calvary

of-king

noble-child,

godes gastsunu: pu scealt geagninga

of-god

wisdom onwreon,

spirit-son:

wisdom reveal,

xfter stedewange,
about place-plain,

Caluarie, xr pec
of-Calvary,  before thee
swilt for synnum,
for

geclensian  Criste
for-Christ

death

sins,

cleanse

hzledum to helpe,

for-heroes as

belp,

gefylle, frea mihtig feores ingepanc,

lord

Sulfill, mighty

thou

shalt forthwith

swa gewritu secgap,

as writings say,
hwzr seo stow sie
where  the be

place

cwealm nime,

death take,

pxt ic hie syddan
afterward

maxge

that I it may

to willan,
as will,

pxt me halig god

that  for-me  holy  god

680
of-life

inner-thought,

weoruda wuldorgeofa willan minne,

of-hosts will mine,

glory—giver
gasta geocend” Hire Iudas oncwzd

helper” To-her  Judas  answered

of-spirits
stidhycgende: “Ic pa stowe ne can

stern-minded: ‘T the not  know

place

ne paxs wanges wiht ne pa wisan cann.”
the

nor of-the  plain aught  nor manner  know.”

Elene madelode purh eorne hyge: 685

Helena spoke through  angry  mind:

“Ic pxt geswerige purh sunu meotodes,

‘7 that swear through of-ordainer,

son
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pone ahangnan god, pxt du hungre scealt
the hanged god,  that thou by-bunger  shalt
for cneomagum cwylmed weordan,

before kinsmen tormented become,

butan pu forlete pa leasunga

unless thou abandon  the lies

7 me sweotollice sod gecyde”

and  to-me clearly truth  make-known.”
Heht pa swa cwicne cordre ledan,
Commanded then  so living in-troop  to-lead,

scufan scyldigne (scealcas ne gzldon)

to-push guilty-one servants  not  delayed

in drygne sead, pxr he duguda leas

into dry pit,  where  he  of-benefits  void
siomode in sorgum VII nihta fyrst

lingered in  sorrows  seven of-nights  time

under hearmlocan hungre gepreatod,

under harm-enclosure  by-hunger afflicted,

clommum beclungen, 7 pa cleopigan ongan
with-fetters bound, and then  to-call-out began
sarum besyled on pone seofedan dxg
with-pains  fettered  on the seventh day

mede 7 meteleas (maxgen wzs geswidrod):
weary  and  foodless strength was diminished:

“Ic eow healsie purh heofona god,

“q you beseech by of-heavens  god,

pxt ge me of Jyssum earfedum up forleten
that  you me from these hardships up let
heanne fram hungres genidlan. Ic pazt halige treo

abject from  of-hunger enmity. I that holy tree
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lustum  cyde, nu ic hit leng ne mag

gladly make-known, now I it longer not  can

helan for hungre: is pes hazft to Jan strang,

conceal  for bunger: is this captivity to that-extent  strong,
preanyd pxs pearl 7§ pes proht to dxs heard
affliction so  severe and this hardship to that-extent  hard

dogorrimum. Ic adreogan ne mzg
in-day-counts. I endure not  can
ne leng helan be dam lifes treo,
nor longer conceal about the  of-life  tree,
peah ic @r mid dysige purhdrifen ware
though I before  with folly pierced were

7 Ozt sod to late seolf gecneowe!”

and that truth too late myself  recognized!”

VIIII - JUDAS’S PRAYER

Helena has Judas released and led to Calvary, but be does not know where the
cross lies. He prays in Hebrew to God, the maker of beaven, earth, and the angels,
describing the cherubim who sing his praise, the seraphim who guard paradise with
a flaming sword, and the devil cast down into torment. If Christ is truly Gods
son, he asks, let smoke rise from the hidden place, as God once showed Moses the
bones of Joseph, and be will believe the more firmly in the crucified Christ.

Pa Ozt gehyrde, sio pzr haledum scead,
When  that beard, she-who  there  for-heroes  decided,

beornes gebzro, hio bebead hrade,

of-warrior  bebavior, ~ she  commanded  quickly,

pxt hine man of nearwe 7 of nydcleofan

that bim one  from confinement and from  need-chamber
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fram pam engan hofe up forlete.

from the narrow  dwelling  up let.

Hie &zt ofstlice efnedon sona

They  thar  speedily  performed — at-once

7 hine mid arum up geleddon

and  him  with  honors  up led

of carcerne, swa him seo cwen bebead.

from prison, as  them the  queen commanded.
Stopon pa to pzre stowe stidhycgende

Stepped then  to the place  stern-minded-ones

on pa dune up, de dryhten ar

onto the  hill up, where lord before

ahangen was, heofonrices weard,

hanged was,  of-heaven-kingdom ~ guardian,

godbearn on galgan: 7 hwadre geare  nyste
god-child on  gallows:  and yet well  (he)-not-knew
hungre gehyned, hwzr sio halig rod

by-hunger humbled, where  the  holy  rood

purh **x* searu foldan getyned,

through (lacuna) cunning  of-earth enclosed,

lange legere fast, leodum dyrne

long in-grave  fast,  from-people  hidden

wunode walreste. Word stunde ahof
remained  in-slaughter-rest. ~ Word ~ at-once  raised

elnes oncydig 7 on Ebrisc sprec:

of-courage devoid  and in  Hebrew spoke:

“Dryhten hzlend, pu de ahst doma geweald
“Lord savior, thou who  hast  of-judgments power
7 pu geworhtest purh pines wuldres miht

and thou  wroughtest  through  of-thy glory might
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heofon 7 eordan 4 holmprace,

heaven and  earth and sea-surge,

ses sidne fedm, samod ealle gesceaft,
of-sea  wide  embrace, rtogether all creation,
7 pu amzte mundum pinum

and thou measuredst  with-hands thy

ealne ymbhwyrft 7 uprador,

all circuit and  upper-sky,

7  pu sylf sitest, sigora waldend,
and thou thyself sittest,  of-victories ruler;

ofer pam xdelestan engelcynne,

over the noblest angel-kind,

pe geond lyft farad leohte bewundene
which  through  air  travel  with-light wound
mycle magenprymme. Ne meg paxr manna gecynd
with-great majesty. Not  can  there  of-men kind
of eordwegum up geferan

from earth-ways up travel

in lichoman mid pa leohtan gedryht,
in body with the  bright company,
wuldres aras; pu geworhtest pa
of-glory messengers;  thou wroughtest them

7 to pegnunge binre gesettest,

and  for service thy settest,

halig 5 heofonlic: para on hade sint
holy and heavenly: of-those in  rank  are
in sindreame syx genemned,

in eternal-joy six named,

pa ymbsealde synt mid syxum eac

who  surrounded are  with six also
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fidrum, gefretwad, fegere scinap;

with-wings, adorned, fairly shine;

para sint IIII, pe on flihte a

of-those are  four, who in  flight  ever

pa pegnunge prymme beweotigap

the service with-majesty attend

fore onsyne eces deman,

before  face of-eternal  judge,

singallice singap in wuldre

continually sing in glory

hzdrum stefnum heofoncininges Iof,
with-clear voices of-heaven-king praise,
woda wlitegaste < pas word cwedap
of-songs  most-beautiful and these  words speak
clenum stefnum, pam is Ceruphin nama:
with-pure voices, to-whom is  Cherubim name:
“Halig is se halga heahengla god,

“Holy is the holy  of-archangels  god,
weoroda wealdend. Is dzs wuldres ful

of bosts rule: I ofthe  glory  full

heofun 7 eorde 7 eall heahmazgen

heaven and  earth and all high-host
tire getacnod!” Syndon tu on pam,
with-glory marked!” Are two among  them,

sigorcynn on swegle, pe man Seraphin
victory-kind in  heaven, whom  one Seraphim
be naman hated. He sceal neorxnawang
by name calls. He  shall paradise

7 lifes treo legene sweorde

and of-life  tree  with-flaming sword
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halig healdan: heardecg cwacap,

holy-one guard: hard-edge quakes,

beofap brogdenmal 7 bleom wrixled
trembles woven-sword and  colors changes
grapum gryrefest. Pzs Ju, god dryhten,
in-grips terror-firm.  Of-that thou,  god lord,
wealdest widan fyrhd 5 pu womfulle,
rulest wide life  and thou sinful,
scyldwyrcende sceadan of radorum
guilt-working foes from beavens
awurpe, wonhydige: pa sio werge sceolu
castedst, reckless-ones:  then the  cursed troop
under heolstorhofu hreosan sceolde

under darkness-dwellings fall must

in wita forwyrd, pzr hie in wylme nu
into of-torments ruin, where  they in surge  now
dreogap deadcwale in dracan faxdme

endure death-torment in  of-dragon  embrace
peostrum forpylmed. He pinum widsoc
by-darkness  enveloped.  He  thy  renounced
aldordome: pas he in ermdum sceal
sovereignty: therefore  be in miseries shall
ealra fula ful, fah prowian,

of-all  foul-ones foul-one, hostile suffer,

peowned polian, pzr he pin ne meg
servitude endure, where he thy not  can
word aweorpan, is in witum fast

word cast-off; is in  torments  fast

ealre synne fruma, susle gebunden.

of-all sin author,  with-torment bound.
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Gif pin willa sie, wealdend engla,
If thy will be, ruler of-angels,
pxt ricsie, se 0e on rode wes
that rule, bhe who on  rood  was

7 purh Marian in middangeard
and through ~ Mary into middle-earth
acenned weard in cildes had,

born was in  of-child  form,
peoden engla (gif he pin nezre

prince of-angels i  he thy not-were

sunu synna leas, nxfre he sodra swa feala

son of-sins  free, never  he  of-true 50 many

in woruldrice wundra gefremede
in  world-kingdom  of-wonders  performed
dogorgerimum; no du of deade hine

in-day-counts; not thou from  death him

swa prymlice, peoda wealdend,

) gloriously,  of-peoples ruler,

aweahte for weorodum, gif he in wuldre pin

awakened  before hosts, if  he in glory
purh 8a beorhtan bearn ne ware),
through  the bright child  not  were,

gedo nu, feder engla, ford beacen pin:
do now,  father  of-angels, forth sign thy:
swa Ou gehyrdest pone halgan wer,

as thou beardest the holy man,
Moyses on medle, pa Ju, mihta god,
Moses in  assembly, when thou, of-powers  god,
gehywdest pam eorle on pa xdelan tid

showedst to-the warrior at  the noble  time
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under beorhhlide ban Iosephes,

under bill-slope  bones  of Joseph,

swa ic pe, weroda waldend, gif hit sie willa bin,
50 I thee,  of-bosts ruler; if it be  will by,
purg bzt beorhte gesceap biddan wille,

through  that bright creation pray will,

pxzt me bzt goldhord, gasta scyppend, 790
that  to-me that  gold-hoard,  of-spirits creator

geopenie, pxt yldum was

revedl, which from-men  was

lange behyded. Forlet nu, lifes fruma,

long bidden. Let now oflife  author

of Jam wangstede wynsumne up

from  the plain-place pleasant up

under radores ryne rec astigan

under of-sky course smoke  ascend
lyftlacende. Ic gelyfe pe sel 795
air-sporting. I believe thee better

7 py fastlicor ferhd stadelige,

and the more-firmly  spirit establish,

hyht untweondne on pone ahangnan Crist,
hope undoubting on the hanged Christ,
pxt he sie sodlice sawla nergend,

that  he  be truly  of-souls savior;

ece, lmihtig, Israhela cining,

eternal, almighry, of-Israelites king,

walde widan ferhd wuldres on heofenum, 800
rules wide life of-glory in beavens,

a butan ende ecra gestealda”

ever without  end  of-eternal  possessions.”
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X + THE THREE CROSSES

Smoke rises from the ground, and Judas praises Christ and asks for a place in
heaven beside bis brother Stephen. He digs twenty feer down and finds three crosses
buried together, and brings them to Helena, who asks which bore Christ. Judas
cannot tell, so they set the crosses in the city and wait until the ninth hour, when a
dead young man is carried by on a bier. Two crosses are raised over bim in vain;

at the third he rises, body and soul, and the people praise God.

Pa of Jzre stowe steam up aras

Then from  the place vapor  up  arose

swylce rec under radorum: par arxred weard
like smoke  under skies: there raised was
beornes breostsefa. He mid bazm handum
of-warrior  breast-mind.  He  with  both bands

eadig 7 =xgleaw upweard plegade.

blessed  and  law-wise upward clapped.

Ivdas mapelode gleaw in gepance:

Judas spoke wise  in thought:

“Nu ic purh sod hafu seolf gecnawen

“Now I through truth have — myself known

on heardum hige, pxt du haxlend eart

in bard mind, that thou  savior art
middangeardes. Sie Je, magena god,
of-middle-earth. Be  to-thee,  of-powers  god,
prymsittendum panc butan ende,

to-glory-sitting-one thanks ~ without  end,

pxs Ou me swa medum 7 swa manweorcum
for-that  thou to-me  so weary  and  so crime-working
purh pin wuldor inwrige wyrda geryno.

through  thy glory revealedst  of-events  mysteries.
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Nu ic pe, bearn godes, biddan wille,

Now I thee,  child of-god, pray will,

weoroda willgifa, nu ic wat, pxt du eart
of-hosts joy-giver, mow I know, thar thou art
gecy0ed 7 acenned allra cyninga prym,
proclaimed  and born of-all kings glory,

pxt du ma ne sie minra gylta,

that  thou more not be  of-my sins,

para pe ic gefremede nalles feam sidum,
of-those which I committed ~ not-at-all  few times,
metud, gemyndig. Lzt mec, mihta god,
ordainer, mindful. Let me,  of-powers  god,

on rimtale rices pines

in number  of-kingdom  thy

mid haligra hlyte wunigan

with  of-holy-ones  lot dwell

in pxre beorhtan byrig, pxr is brodor min
in the bright city,  where is  brother  my
geweordod in wuldre, pxs he ware wid pec
honored in  glory,  because he covenant with thee
Stephanus heold, peah he stengreopum

Stephen beld, though  he with-stone-grips
worpod wezre. He hafad wigges lean,

pelted were.  He has of-war  reward,

blzd butan blinne: sint in bocum his

glory without  ceasing: are in books his
wundor, pa he worhte, on gewritum cyded.”
wonders, which  bhe  wrought,  in writings proclaimed.”
Ongan pa wilfegen xfter pam wuldres treo,

Began then  joy-glad after  the of-glory tree,
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elnes anhydig eordan delfan

of-courage  resolute earth to-dig

under turfhagan, pxt he on XX

under turf-enclosure, ~ that  bhe  at  twenty
fotmzlum feor funde behelede,

foot-measures far  found concealed,

under neolum nider nzsse gehydde

under deep down  beadland ~ bidden

in peostorcofan: he dxr III mette

in dark-chamber: be  there three  found

in pam reonian hofe roda xtsomne

in the sad dwelling  of-roods together

greote begrauene, swa hio geardagum
with-sand buried, as  them  in-days-of-old
arleasra  sceolu eordan bepeahton,
of-impious-ones  troop  with-earth covered,

Iudea cynn: hie wid godes bearne

of-Jews race:  they against  of-god child

ni® ahofun, swa hie no sceoldon,

enmity  raised, as  they not should,

pxr hie leahtra fruman larum ne hyrdon.
if they  of-sins author  to-teachings mnot  listened.
ba was modgemynd myclum geblissod,
Then  was mind-thought greatly gladdened,
hige onhyrded purh p=zt halige treo,

spirit encouraged  through  that holy tree,
inbryrded breostsefa, syd0an beacen geseh
inspired breast-mind, after sign (he)-saw
halig under hrusan. He mid handum befeng
boly  under  earth.  He with  bands  grasped
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wuldres wynbeam < mid weorode ahof

of-glory Jjoy-beam and  with company  raised
of foldgrafe. Fedegestas

ﬁ’OWl earth—gl’ave. FoOt'gueS[S
eodon, ®delingas in on pa ceastre; 845
went, princes in into the city;

asetton pa on gesyhde sigebeamas III
set then  in sight victory-beams  three
eorlas anhydige fore Elenan cneo,
warriors resolute before  of-Helena  knee,
collenferhde. Cwen weorces gefeah
bold-spirited. Queen of-work rejoiced

on ferhdsefan 7 pa frignan ongan,

in spirit and then  to-ask began,
on hwylcum para beama bearn wealdendes, 850
on which of-the  beams child of-ruler,

hxleda hyhtgifa hangen ware:

of-heroes  hope-giver  hanged were:

“Hwat! we pzt hyrdon purh halige bec
“Lo! we  that heard ~ through  holy  books
tacnum cydan, bt twegen mid him
with-signs  make-known,  that two with ~ him

geprowedon 7 he was pridda sylf

suffered and he  was third  himself
on rode treo: rodor eal geswearc 855
on  rood  tree sky all  grew-dark

on pa slidan tid. Saga, gif du cunne,

in  the cruel  time.  Say, if  thou  know,

on hwylcre pyssa preora peoden engla

on which of-these  three prince  of-angels
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geprowode, prymmes hyrde.”
suffered, of~glory guardian.”
Ne meahte hire Tudas (ne ful gere wiste)
Not  could  tober Judas ot fully well  knew

860 sweotole gecypan be dam sigebeame,
clearly make-known about  the victory-beam,
on hwylcne se hzlend ahafen were,
on which the  savior raised were,
sigebearn godes, #r he asettan heht
victory-child ~ of-god,  before he to-set  commanded
on pone middel pxre meran byrig
in the middle  of-the  famous city
beamas mid bearhtme < gebidan par,
beams with clamor and  to-wait there,

865 o0 Ozt him gecydde cyning xlmihtig
until  that  to-them showed king almighty
wundor for weorodum be dam wuldres treo.
wonder before hosts about  the of~glory tree.
Geszton  sigerofe, sang ahofon
Sat victory-brave-ones,  song raised
redpeahtende  ymb pa roda preo
counsel-deliberating-ones  about the  roods  three
00 pa nigodan tid: hxfdon neowne gefean
until  the ninth hour: had new Jjoy

870 mardum gemeted, pa pxr menigo cwom,
with-glories met, when there  multitude  came,
folc unlytel 4 gefxrenne man
people  not-little  and departed man
brohton on baxre beorna preate

brought on  bier  of-warriors with-throng
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on neaweste (wzs pa nigode tid)

in vicinity was  then  ninth hour
gingne, gastleasne. Pa Oxr Iudas wzxs
young, spiritless. Then there  Judas — was
on modsefan miclum geblissod; 875
in mind greatly gladdened;

heht pa asettan sawlleasne,

commanded  then to-set soulless,

life belidenes lic on eordan,

of-life deprived  body on earth,

unlifgendes 7 up ahof

of-unliving-one  and up  raised

rihtes wemend para roda twa,

of-right  proclaimer  of-the  roods  two,

fyrhdgleaw on fedme ofer paxt fxge hus, 880
spirit-wise in  embrace over that doomed house,
deophycgende: hit wxs dead swa =r,
deep-thinking: it  was dead  as  before

lic legere fast, leomu colodon

body in-grave fass, limbs  cooled

preanedum bepeaht. Pa sio pridde was
with-dire-needs covered. Then  the third was

ahafen halig: hra was on anbide,

raised holy:  corpse  was  in  waiting,
00 Ozt him uppan xdelinges was 885
until  that  him above of-prince was

rod arzred, rodorcyninges beam,
rood raised, of~sky-king beam,
sigebeacen sod; he sona aras

victory-sign true;  he at-once arose
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gaste  gegearwod, geador bu samod
with-spirit endowed, together  both  united

lic 7§ sawl Pzr wzs lof hafen

body and  soul.  There was praise raised

feger mid py folce; feder weordodon

fair among the people;  father  (they)-honored

7 pone sodan sunu wealdendes

and  the true son of-ruler

wordum heredon. Sie him wuldor 7 panc
with-words praised. Be  to-him glory and  thanks
a butan ende eallra gesceafta!

ever without  end of-all creatures!

XI - THE DEVIL’S COMPLAINT

The devil rises into the air and laments: through one Judas be once had hope, and
through another e now loses bis hold on souls, for Christ, raised in Nazareth, bas
taken everything he owned. He threatens to raise another king who will torment
Judas until be denies Christ. Judas, filled with the Holy Spirit, answers that Christ
will cast the devil into the abyss. Helena rejoices at the fiends defear and marvels
at Judas’s sudden wisdom and faith.

Da wzxs pam folce on ferhdsefan

Then —was  to-the people in spirit
ingemynde, swa him a scyle,
well-remembered,  as  to-them ever should,

wundor, pa pe worhte weoroda dryhten
wonders, those which  wrought of-hosts lord
to feorhnere fira cynne,

as  life-salvation  of-men  for-race,
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lifes lattiow. Pa par ligesynnig

of-life leader.  Then there lie-sinful-one

on lyft astah, lacende feond.

into air  rose, fhying  fiend.

Ongan pa hleodrian helledeofol, 900
Began then to-shout bell-devil,

eatol xcleca yfela gemyndig:

dire monster  of-evils mindful:

“Hwat is pis, la, manna, pe minne eft
“What is this lo,  of-men, who my again
purh fyrngeflit folgap wyrded,

through  ancient-strife  following  destroys,

iced ealdne nid, =«=hta struded?

increases old enmity, possessions  plunders?
pis is singal sacu: sawla ne moton 905
this is continual strife:  souls  not may

manfremmende in minum leng

crime-committing in my Ionger

zhtum wunigan. Nu cwom elpeodig,

possessions dwell.  Now came  foreigner

pone ic xr on firenum festne talde,

whom I before in crimes fast reckoned,

hafad mec bereafod rihta gehwylces,

has me bereft of-rights of-each,

feohgestreona: nis Ozt fxger sid! 910
of-wealth-treasures: ~ nor-is that  fair  journey!

Feala. me se hzlend hearma gefremede,

Many  to-me the  savior of-harms performed,
nida nearolicra, se de in Nazared
of-afflictions narrow, he who in  Nazareth
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afeded wzs. Syddan furpum weox
brought-up  was. Since first (he)-grew

of cildhade, symle cirde to him

from  childbood,  always  turned w0 bim

xhte  mine. Ne mot #nige nu

possessions  mine.  Not  may any now

rihte spowan: is his rice brad

rightly  prosper:  is  his  kingdom broad

ofer middangeard, min is geswidrod

over middle-earth, mine is  diminished

red under roderum; ic pa rode ne pearf
power  under skies; I the rood not need
hleahtre herigean. Hwzt! se hazlend me
with-laughter praise. Lo! the  savior me
in pam engan ham eft getynde

in the narrow  home again  enclosed
geomrum to sorge. Ic purh Iudas ar
sad-one as  sorrow. I through  Judas  before
hyhtful geweard 7 nu gehyned eom,
hopeful became  and now  humbled am,
goda geasne purh Iudas eft,

of-goods  deprived  through  Judas  again,

fah 7 freondleas. Gen ic findan can
bostile and  friendless.  Sall I find  can
purh wrohtstafas widercyr widdan

through accusations return against-that

of dam wearhtreafum: ic awecce wid dJe
from  the outlaw-dwellings: I rouse  against thee
oderne cyning, se ehted bin,

other king, who  persecutes  thee,
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7 he forlxted lare pine
and he  abandons  teaching  thy

7 manpeawum minum folgap

and  to-crime-customs my Jollows
ond pec ponne sended in pa sweartestan 930
and  thee then sends into the blackest

7 pa wyrrestan witebrogan,

and  the worst torment-terrors,

pxt Ou sarum forsoht widszcest faste

that  thou with-pains  afflicted deniest firmly

pone ahangnan cyning, pam Ju hyrdest e«r!”
the hanged king, whom  thou  obeyedst  before!”
Him da gleawhydig Iudas oncwzd,

To-him then  wise-minded Judas answered,
hzled hildedeor (him was halig gast 935
hero battle-bold ~ to-him  was holy  spirit

befolen faste, fyrhat lufu,

committed ~ firmly,  fire-hot  love,

weallende gewitt purh wigan snyttro),
welling wit  through of-warrior  wisdom,

7 pxt word gecwzd wisdomes ful:

and that  word spoke ofwisdom  full:

“Ne pearft du swa swide synna gemyndig
“Not  needst  thou so  greatly  of-sins mindful
sar niwigan 7 sxce rzran, 940
pain renew and  strife raise,

mordres manfrea, pxt se mihtiga cyning
of-murder  crime-lord,  that the  mighty king

in neolnesse nyder bescufed

into abyss down thrusts
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synwyrcende, in susla grund
sin-working-one, into of-torments  ground

domes leasne, se Je deadra feala

of-glory void, he who of-dead  many
worde awehte. Wite du pe gearwor.
with-word —awakened.  Know  thou the more-readily.
pxt du unsnyttrum anforlete

that  thou Joolishly forsookest

leohta beorhtost <5 lufan dryhtnes,
of-lights brightest and  love of-lord,

pone fegran gefean, 7 on fyrbxde

the fairer joy, and in  fire-bath
suslum  beprungen syddan wunodest,
with-torments oppressed afterward duwelledst,
ade onzled 7§ par awa scealt

by-pyre  kindled  and there ever  shalt
widerhycgende wergdu dreogan,
hostile-minded damnation endure,

yrmdu butan ende” Elene gehyrde,
misery without  end.”  Helena heard,

hu se feond 7 se freond geflitu rerdon,
how the  fiend and the  friend disputes raised,
tireadig q trag on twa halfa,

glory-blessed and  evil on  two  sides,

synnig 7 gesxlig. Sefa was pe gledra,
sinful and  blessed. Mind — was  the  gladder,
pxs pe heo gehyrde pone hellesceapan
for-that  that  she beard the hell-foe
oferswidedne, synna bryttan.

overcome, of-sins  dispenser.
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7 pa wundrade ymb paxs weres snyttro,

and  then wondered about  of-the  man wisdom,

hu he swa geleafful on swa lytlum face

how he  so faithful in 5o livtle  space

7 swa uncydig xfre wurde

and 5o ignorant ever  became

gleawnesse purhgoten. Gode pancode,
with-wisdom imbued. To-god  (she)-thanked,
wuldorcyninge, paxs hire se willa gelamp
to-glory-king, for-that  to-her the  will befell

purh bearn godes bega gehwadres,

through  child of-god  of-both of-each,

ge xt pzre gesyhde pzs sigebeames

both at  the sight of-the  victory-beam

ge Ozs geleafan, pe hio swa leohte oncneow,
and  of-the faith, which  she 50 clearly recognized,
wuldorfeste gife in pas weres breostum.

glory-firm gift in ofthe  man breast.

XII - THE CROSS ENSHRINED

News of the finding spreads through the land, grieving the Jews. Helena sends
messengers to Constantine, who rejoices and sends word that she should build a
church on Calvary. She bas the best crafismen build it, and has the cross adorned
with gold and gems and locked in a silver casket, where it beals the sick. Judas
is baptized, and the Holy Spirit dwells in bis breast; he chooses the better way
and turns from the devil’s idols.

Da was gefrege in paxre folcsceare,

Then — was known  in  the people-land,
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geond pa werpeode wide leded

throughout  the nation widely  spread

mare morgenspel manigum on andan,
famous morning-news to-many in  vexation,
para pe dryhtnes x dyrnan woldon,
of-those  who of-lord law  conceal would,
boden  «fter burgum, swa brimo fzdmed,
proclaimed  throughout cities, as sea embraces,
in ceastra gehware, pzt Cristes rod

in  of-cities each, that  of-Christ  rood

fyrn  foldan begrxfen funden were,
long-ago  in-earth buried found were,

selest sigebeacna, para pe si0 000e @r
best of-victory-signs, of-those which after  or  before
halig under heofenum ahafen wurde,

holy under beavens raised were,

ond was Iudeum gnornsorga mest,

and was toJews  of-grief-sorrows  greatest,
werum wanszligum wyrda ladost,

to-men unhappy of-events  most-hateful,

pxr hie hit for worulde wendan meahton,
if they it for world turn could,
Cristenra gefean. Da sio cwen bebead
of-Christians Jjoy. Then the  queen commanded
ofer eorlmzgen aras fysan

over warrior—bost mes:engers tO'baSten

ricene to rade, sceoldon Romwarena,

quickly  to  riding, should of-Romans,

ofer heanne holm hlaford secean

over high sea lord seek
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ond pam wiggende wilspella mast
and  to-the warrior of-welcome-news  greatest
seolfum gesecgan, pe Ot sigorbeacen
bimself rell, that  that victory-sign
purh meotodes est meted were,
through  of-ordainer  favor  found were,
funden in foldan, pzt xr feala mzla
found in  earth ~ which before many  times
behyded was halgum to teonan,

hidden was  to-holy-ones  as barm,
cristenum folce. Pa dam cininge weard
to-Christian  people. ~ Then  to-the king was
purh pa meran word mod geblissod,
through the  famous — words  mind  gladdened,
ferhd gefeonde. Nas pa fricgendra
spirit rejoicing. Not-was  then of-askers
under goldhoman gad in burgum

under gold-coats lack in cities

feorran geferede. Was him frofra mast

from-afar come. Was  to-him  of-comforts  greatest

geworden in worlde @t dam willspelle,
come-about in world at  the  welcome-news,
hlihende hyge, pe him hererzswan
laughing mind, which to-him  to-army-leader
ofer eastwegas aras brohton,

over east-ways ~ messengers  brought,

hu gesundne sid ofer swonrade

how safe Jjourney over  swan-road
secgas mid sigecwen aseted hefdon

men with  victory-queen accomplished bad
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on Creca land. Hie se casere heht
in  of-Greeks land.  Them the emperor commanded
ofstum myclum eft gearwian
with-haste great again  to-prepare

1000 sylfe to side. Secgas ne gazldon,
themselves ~ for  journey. Men not  delayed,
sy00an andsware edre gehyrdon,
after answer quickly heard,
xdelinges word: heht he Elenan hel
of-prince word:  commanded he  to-Helena health
abeodan beadurofre, gif hie brimnesen
announce to-battle-brave-one, i  they  sea-passage
7 gesundne sid settan mosten
and safe Journey accomplish  might

1005 hzled hwztmode to pzre halgan byrig.
beroes bold-minded  to the holy city.
Heht hire pa aras eac gebeodan
Commanded  to-her then messengers  also announce
Constantinus, pzt hio cirican par
Constantine, that  she church  there
on pam beorhhlide begra redum
on the hill-slope of-both  by-counsels
getimbrede, tempel dryhtnes
build, temple of-lord

1010 on Caluarie Criste to willan,
on Calvary  for-Christ  as will,
hzledum to helpe, pzr sio halige rod
for-beroes as help,  where the holy rood
gemeted wxs, mzrost beama,

found was,  most-glorious  of-beams,
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para pe gefrugnen foldbuende

of-those  which learned-of earth-dwellers

on eordwege. Hio geefnde swa,

on earth-way. She  performed  so,

siddan winemagas westan brohton

after friend-kinsmen  from-west  brought

ofer lagufesten leofspell manig.

over sea-fastness  dear-tidings  many.

Da seo cwen bebead creftum getyde

Then the queen commanded  in-crafis skilled
sundor asecean, pa selestan,

apart to-seek-out,  the best,

pa pe wretlicost wyrcan cudon

those  who most-wondrously build could
stangefogum, on pam stedewange
with-stone-joinings, on  the place-plain

girwan godes tempel, swa hire gasta weard
to-prepare  of-god temple, as  to-her of-spirits guardian
reord of roderum. Heo pa rode heht
counseled  from heavens. She  the rood commanded
golde beweorcean 7 gimcynnum,

with-gold to-adorn and  with-gem-kinds,

mid pam xdelestum eorcnanstanum

with the noblest precious-stones

besetton searocrzftum 7 pa in seolfren fxt
set with-cunning-crafts and then in silver vessel
locum belucan: per pzt lifes treo,

with-locks  lock-up: there  that  of-life  tree,

selest sigebeama siddan wunode,

best of-victory-beams afterward  remained,
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xl0elu anbrzce; paxr bid a gearu
nobility — unbreakable;  there  is  ever  ready
wradu wannhalum wita gehwylces,
support to-sick-ones  of-torments of-each,
sece 7 sorge; hie sona par

of-strife and  sorrow;  they at-once there

purh pa halgan gesceaft helpe findap,
through  the holy creation belp find,
godcunde gife. Swylce Iudas onfeng
divine gift.  Likewise  Judas  received
xfter fyrstmearce fulwihtes bad

after appointed-time of-baptism  bath

7 geclensod weard, Criste getrywe,
and  cleansed was,  t0-Christ  fuithfu,
lifwearde leof; his geleafa weard
to-life-guardian ~ dear;  his faith became

fast on ferhde, sid0an frofre gast

firm in spirit, after  of-comfort  spirit
wic  gewunode in pxs weres breostum,
dwelling inhabited in of-the man breast,
byldle to bote: he pxt betere geceas,
encouraged 1o repentance: he  that  better chose,
wuldres wynne <9 pam wyrsan widsoc,
of-glory Joy and  the worse  renounced,
deofulgildum 7 gedwolan fylde,
devil-idols and error felled,
unrihte z; him weard ece rex,
unrighteous law; to-him  became eternal king,
meotud milde, god mihta wealdend.

ordainer mild, god  of-powers ruler.
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XIIT « THE NAILS

At Helena’s summons, Eusebius, bishop of Rome, makes Judas bishop of Jerusalem
and renames bim Cyriacus. Helena longs to find the nails that pierced Christ’s
bands and feet, and asks Cyriacus to pray for them. He prays on Calvary, and a
flame brighter than the sun rises where they lie, and the nails shine up from the
earth like stars. The people praise God. Cyriacus brings the nails to Helena, who
weeps for joy, kneels, and gives thanks, filled with the Holy Spirit.

bPa was gefulwad, se de xr feala tida
Then  was baptized, he who before many  times
leoht gearu ***

light ready  (lacuna)

inbryrded breostsefa on pxt betere lif] 1045
inspired breast-mind ~ to  the better  life,
gewended to wuldre; huru Wyrd gescreaf,
turned to glory; indeed  Fate decreed,
pat he swa geleaffull 7 swa leof gode
that  he  so faithful and so  dear to-god
in worldrice weordan sceolde,

in  world-kingdom become should,

Criste gecweme: pzt gecyded weard!
to-Christ  pleasing: that  made-known — was!
Siddan Elene heht Eusebium 1050
Afterward  Helena ~ commanded Eusebius

on rxdgepeaht, Rome bisceop

for counsel, of-Rome  bishop

gefetian on fultum, fordsnoterne

to-fetch as belp, very-wise

hxleda geredum to pxre halgan byrig,

of-heroes by-counsels  to the holy city,
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pxt he gesette on sacerdhad
that  he  appoint  to priesthood
1055 in lerusalem Iudas pam folce
in Jerusalem Judas  for-the  people
to bisceope, burgum on innan
as bishap, cities in  within
purh gastes gife to godes temple,
through  of-spirit  gift  for  of-god temple,
creftum gecorene, 7 hine Cyriacus
by-skills chosen, and  him Cyriacus
purh snyttro gepeaht syddan nemde
through  of-wisdom counsel  afterward  named
1060 niwan stefne: nama was gecyrred
with-new  turn: name  was changed
beornes in burgum on pzt betere ford,
of-warrior  in cities to  the better  forth,
x halendes. Pa gen Elenan was
law  of-savior. Then  still ~ of-Helena — was
mod gemynde ymb pa meran wyrd
mind mindful ~ abour the  famous  event
geneahhe for pam nzglum, pe Jzs nergendes
often for  the nails, which  of-the savior
1065 fet purhwodon < his folme swa some,
feer pierced and his  hands 50 same,
mid pam on rode was rodera wealdend
with  which on  rood  was of~skies ruler
gefestnod, frea mihtig. Be dam frignan ongan
fastened, lord  mighty.  About  that to-ask began
Cristenra cwen, Cyriacus bad,

of-Christians  queen, Cyriacus  asked,
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pxt hire pa gina gastes mihtum

that  for-her then  yet  of-spirit with-powers

ymb wundorwyrd willan gefylde, 1070
abour  wonder-event  will  fulfll

onwrige wuldorgifum, 7 pxt word acwzd

reveal with-glory-gifts, ~ and that  word spoke

to pam bisceope, bald reordode:

to the bishap, bold spoke:

“Pu me, eorla hleo, pone zdelan beam,

“Thou me, of-nobles protector,  the noble beam,

rode rodera cininges ryhte getxhtesd,

rood of~skies of-king rightly showedst,

on pa ahangen wxs hzdenum folmum 1075
on  which  hanged was by-heathen hands

gasta geocend, godes agen bearn,

of-spirits  preserver; of-god  own child,

nerigend fira. Mec pzra nzgla gen

savior of-men.  Me  of-the  nails  still

on fyrhdsefan fyrwet myngap:

in heart-mind ~ curiosity urges:

wolde ic pzt du funde, pa Je in foldan gen

would I that thou found,  those which in earth still

deope bedolfen dierne sindon, 1080
deep buried hidden are,

heolstre behyded. A min hige sorgad,

in-darkness  concealed. ~ Ever ~my  mind  grieves,

reonig reoted < gerested no,

sad weeps  and rests not,

xrpan me gefylle feder xlmihtig,

before me  fulfill  father almighty,
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wereda wealdend willan minne,
of-hosts ruler will mine,

1085 nida nergend purh para nzgla cyme,
of-men  savior  through of-the  nails  coming,
halig of hiehda. Nu du hrzdlice
holy from  beight.  Now thou quickly
eallum eadmedum, ar  selesta,
with-all bumilities, messenger best,
pine bene onsend in da beorhtan gesceaft,
thy prayer send into  the bright creation,
on wuldres wealdend, bide wigena prym,
to of-glory ruler, pray  of-warriors majesty,

1090 pxt pe gecyde cyning xlmihtig
that  to-thee make-known  king almighty
hord under hrusan, pzt gehyded gen,
hoard under ground,  which bidden still,
dugudum dyrne deogol bided.”
from-hosts concealed  secret abides”

Pa se halga ongan hyge stadolian,
Then the bholy-one  began ~ mind  to-establish,
breostum onbryrded bisceop pxs folces,
in-breast inspired bishop  of-the  people,

1095 gledmod eode gumena preate
glad-minded ~ went of-men  with-troop
god hergendra, 7§ pa geornliee
god  of-praising-ones, and then eagerly
Cyriacus on Caluarie
Cyriacus on Calvary
hleor onhylde, hygerune ne mag,

face bowed, mind-secret  not  concealed,
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gastes mihtum to gode cleopode

of-spirit  with-powers to  god called

eallum eadmedum, bzd him engla weard
with-all bumilities, asked  for-him  of-angels guardian
geopenigean uncude wyrd

[O—OPEVI unknown event

niwan on nearwe, hwaer he para nzgla swidost
anew in  narrowness, where  he of-the  nails  most-surely
on pam wangstede wenan borfte.

on the plain-place expect needed.

Leort 0a tacen ford, pxr hie to sxgon,
Let then  sign  forth, where they to  looked,
feder, frofre gast Odurh fyres bleo

father,  of-comfort spirit through of-fire  bue

up edigean, pxr pa =zdelestan

up breathe,  where the noblest

hzleda geredum hydde waron

of-heroes  by-counsels  hidden were

purh nearusearwe naglas on eordan.

through  narrow-cunning nails in earth.

Pa cwom semninga sunnan beorhtra

Then  came suddenly than-sun brighter
lacende lig: leode gesawon

sporting  flame:  people saw

hira willgifan wundor cydan,

their Jjoy-giver wonder  make-known,

da Oxr of heolstre swylce heofonsteorran
when  there  from  darkness like beaven-stars
000e godgimmas, grunde getenge,

or good-gems, to-ground close,
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nxglas of nearwe neodan scinende

nails from  narrowness  from-beneath shining

leohte lixton. Leode gefegon,

brightly  gleamed.  People  rejoiced,

weorud willhredig, segdon wuldor gode

bost Jjoy-glad, said glory to-god
calle anmode, peah hie #r wzron

all unanimous,  though they before  were

purh deofles spild in gedwolan lange
through  of-devil  destruction in error long
acyrred fram Criste. Hie cwxdon pus:

turned from Christ.  They said thus:

“Nu we seolfe geseod sigores tacen,

“Now — we ourselves see of-victory  sign,

sod wundor godes, peah we widsocun er
true wonder of-god,  though we denied before
mid leasingum. Nu is in leoht cymen,

with lies. Now is into  light come,
onwrigen wyrda bigang: wuldor pzs  age
revealed of-events  course: glory  for-that  may-have
on heannesse heofonrices god”.

in height of-heaven-kingdom  god”.

Pa was geblissod, se de to bote gehwearf
Then  was gladdened,  he who to repentance turned
purh bearn godes, bisceop para leoda

through  child of-god, bishop of-the  people
niwan stefne; he pan nzglan onfeng

with-new  turn; he  the nails received

egesan geaclod 7 pxre arwyrdan

by-terror  frightened and  to-the venerable
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cwene brohte. Hzfde Ciriacus

queen brought. Had Cyriacus

eall gefylled, swa him seo xdele bebead, 1130
al  fulfilled,  as  him the noble-one commanded,

wifes willan. Pa was wopes hring,

of-woman will. Then was  of-weeping  sound,

hat heafodwylm ofer hleor goten,

hot head-welling over  cheek  poured,

nalles for torne: tearas feollon

not-at-all  for  grief tears fell

ofer wira gespon. Wuldres gefylled

over  of-wires clasp. Of-glory filled
cwene willa. Heo on cneow sette 1135
of-queen  will. She  on knee set

leohte  geleafan: lac weordode

with-bright faith: gift honored

blissum hremig, pe hire brungen was
in-joys exulting,  which to-her  brought was
gnyrna to geoce. Gode pancode,

of-sorrows  as belp. To-god thanked,

sigora dryhtne, pxs pe hio sod gecneow
of-victories to-lord,  for-that that she truth  recognized
jweardlice, pxt waxs oft bodod 1140
clearly, what  was  often proclaimed

feor @r beforan fram fruman worulde

far before  beforeband ~ from  beginning  of-world
folcum to frofre. Heo gefylled was

for-peoples  as  comfort.  She filled was
wisdomes gife 7 pa wic beheold
ofwisdom  with-gift and the dwelling  held
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halig heofonlic gast, hreder weardode,
holy heavenly spirit, beart guarded,
xdelne innod, swa hie xlmihtig

noble womb, 50 her  almighty

sigebearn godes sioddan freodode.

victory-child ~ of-god  afterward  protected.

XIIII - THE BRIDLE

Helena asks what she should do with the nails. A wise counselor tells ber to have
them made into a bit for the bridle of the noblest king’s horse, which will give him
victory in every battle, as the prophet foretold. She sends the adorned bridle to ber
son. She summons the best of the Jews to the holy city, teaches them love and peace,
and leaves Cyriacus as their bishop, who beals the lame and the blind. Before
sailing home she gives him treasures and commands that the day the cross was
found, six nights before the coming of summer, in May, be kept as a feast.

Ongan pa geornlice gastgerynum
Began then eagerly with-spirit-mysteries

on sefan secean sodfzstnesse,

in mind  to-seek truth,

weg to wuldre: huru weoroda god
way  to glory: indeed  of-hosts god
gefullzste, fzder on roderum,

belped, father in skies

cining xlmihtig, pxt seo cwen begeat
king almighty, that  the  queen  obtained
willan in worulde. Wzs se witedom
will in world. Was  the  prophecy
purh fyrnwitan beforan sungen,

through  ancient-sages  beforehand sung,
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eall =«fter orde, swa hit eft gelamp

all  according-to  origin,  as it afterward  happened
dinga gehwylces. Peodcwen ongan 1155
of-things of-each. People-queen began

purh gastes gife georne secan,

through  of-spirit  gift eagerly  to-seek,

nearwe geneahhe, to hwan hio pa nzglas selost
closely diligently, — for — whar  she  the nails best
7 deorlicost gedon meahte

and  most-preciously do might

dugodum to hroder, hwat pzs were dryhtnes willa.

for-hosts as  benefit, what  of-that  were of-lord will.
Heht Oa gefetigean fordsnotterne 1160
Commanded  then to-fetch very-wise-one

ricene to rune, pone pe redgepeaht
quickly  to  council,  him  who counsel

purh gleawe miht georne cude,

through wise might well knew,

frodne on ferhde 7 hine frignan ongan,
wise in spirit and  him to-ask began,

hwet him pxs on sefan selost puhte

what to-him  of-that in  mind best seemed
to gelestenne, 5 his lare geceas 1165
to perform, and  bis  teaching  chose

purh peodscipe. He hire *** oncwad:

through discipline. He to-her (lacuna)  answered:

“Pxt is gedafenlic, pxzt du dryhtnes word
“That  is fitting, that  thou of-lord word

on hyge healde, halige rune,
in  mind hold, holy  mystery,
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cwen selest, 7 pas cininges bebod
queen best,  and of-the king command

170 georne begange, nu pe god sealde
eagerly observe,  now to-thee god  gave
sawle sigesped 7 snyttro creft,
to-soul  victory-success and of-wisdom  skill,
nerigend fira. Pu 0Jas nzglas hat
savior of-men. Thou these  nails  command
pam =zdelestan eordcyninga
for-the noblest of-earth-kings
burgagendra on his bridels don
of~city-holders on  his bridle put

175 meare to midlum. Pzt manigum sceall
for-horse  as bits. That to-many shall
geond middangeard mare weordan,
throughout middle-earth famous become,
ponne xt szcce mid py oferswidan mage
when in  strift with that overcome may
feonda gehwylcne, ponne fyrdhwate
of~foes each, when  army-bold-ones
on twa healfe tohtan secap,
on  two sides battle seek,

180 sweordgenidlan, pzr hie ymb sige wigad,
sword-foes, where they  for  victory  fight,
wrad wid wradum. He ah ®t wigge sped,
hostile  against  hostile-ones.  He  has in war success,
sigor @t smcce 7 sybbe gehwer,
victory in  strife  and  peace  everywhere,
xt gefeohte frid, se de foran leded
in fght  peace, he who before  leads
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bridels on blancan, ponne beadurofe

bridle on  white-horse,  when battle-brave
xt garbrxce guman, gCCOStC 1185
at  spear-onslaught men, tried

berad bord 7 ord. Pis bid beorna gehwam
bear shield and point. This is  of-warriors  for-each
wid zglece unoferswided

against  monster unconquered

wxpen xt wigge. Be dam se witga sang,

weapon in war. About  that  the prophet  sang,

snottor searupancum (sefa deop gewod

wise in-cunning-thoughts mind  deep  penetrated
wisdomes gewitt); he pzt word gecwzd: 1190
of-wisdom understanding;  he  thar  word spoke:

Cup pzt gewyrded, paxt pxs cyninges sceal
Known  that becomes, that  ofthe king shall
mearh under modegum midlum geweordod,
horse under proud-one with-bits honored,
bridelshringum; bid pzt beacen gode
with-bridle-rings; is  thar sign to-god

halig nemned 7 se hweateadig

holy named  and the bold-blessed-one
wigge weordod, se bzt wicg byrd” 1195
in-war honored, be-who  that  steed  bears.”

Pa pzt ofstlice eall geleste
Then thar  speedily all  performed

Elene for eorlum, xdelinges heht,
Helena  before  nobles, of-prince commanded,
beorna beaggifan bridels fretwan:

of-warriors  of-ring-giver ~ bridle to-adorn:
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hire selfre suna sende to lace

ber own  to-son sent as  gift

ofer geofenes stream gife unscynde.

over of-ocean stream gift blameless.
Heht pa tosomne, pa  heo seleste
Commanded  then together, those-whom  she best

mid Tudeum gumena wiste,

among Jews of-men knew,

hzleda cynnes, to pzre halgan byrig
of-heroes of-race, to the holy city
cuman in pa ceastre. Pa seo cwen ongan
to-come  into the town. Then the  queen began
leran leofra heap, pxt hie lufan dryhtnes
to-teach of-dear-ones  band,  thar they  love of-lord
7 sybbe swa same sylfra betweonum,
and  peace 50 same  of-themselves between,
freondreddenne fxste gelaston

[riendship firmly  performed

leahtorlease in hira lifes tid

sinless in their of-life time

ond paxs latteowes larum hyrdon,

and  of-the leader to-teachings  listened,
cristenum peawum, pe him Cyriacus
to-Christian customs,  which to-them  Cyriacus
bude boca gleaw. Was se bissceophad
offered  of-books learned.  Was  the bishopric
fagere befested. Oft him feorran to

fairly established.  Often  bhim  from-afar  to
laman, limseoce, lefe cwomon,

lame, limb-sick,  weak came,
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healte, heorudreorige, hreofe < blinde,

balt, sword-bloody, leprous  and  blind,
heane, hygegeomre: symle hzlo par 1215
bumble, mind-sad: always  health  there

&t pam bisceope, bote fundon

from  the bishop, remedy  found

ece to aldre. Pa gen him Elene forgeaf
eternal for  life. Then  still  to-him  Helena gave
sincweordunga, pa hio was sides fus
treasure-honors, when she  was  for-journey eager
eft to edle, 7 pa eallum bebead

back to homeland, and then  to-all  commanded

on pam gumrice god hergendum, 1220
in the  man-kingdom  god  to-praising-ones,

werum 7 wifum, pat hie weordeden

to-men and  women,  that they  should-honor

mode ] maxgene pone mzran daxg,
with-mind and  strength the famous  day,
heortan gehigdum, in dam sio halige rod
of-heart with-thoughts, —on  which the  holy  rood
gemeted wxs, marost beama,

found was,  most-glorious  of-beams,

para pe of eordan up aweoxe 1225
of-those  which from  earth up grew

geloden under leafum. Was pa lencten agan
grown under leaves. Was  then  spring  passed
butan VI nihtum @r sumeres cyme

except six nights before  of-summer  coming

on Maias kalendas. Sie para manna gehwam

on  of-May calends. Be  of-the men for-each
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behliden helle duru, heofones ontyned,
closed of-hell  door, of-heaven opened,
ece geopenad engla rice,

cternal  opened  ofrangels kingdom,

dream unhwilen, 7 hira d«l scired
Joy unending,  and their  portion  allotted
mid Marian, pe on gemynd nime

with Mary, who into  memory take
pzre deorestan dxgweordunga

ofthe dearest day-festival

rode under roderum, pa se ricesda
of-rood  under skies, which the  mightiest
calles oferwealdend earme bepeahte. Finit.

of-all over-ruler with-arm covered. Ends.

XV - THE POET’S SIGNATURE

The poet, old and near death, tells how be wove this song, bound by sin until God
opened bis mind with the gift of poetry and be found the story of the cross in books.
His name is set in runes among lines lamenting lost youth and wealth, which pass
like water and wind. So the world will pass at the Judgment, when everyone is
divided three ways in the fire: the righteous above, the sinful in the middle, the
damned in the depths, cast into bell. The purged will enjoy beaven with the angels.

bus ic frod 7 fus purh paxt fecne hus
Thus I  old and ready through the treacherous house
wordcrzft wef 7§ wundrum lzs,
word-craft wove and  wondrously  gathered,

pragum preodude 7 gepanc reodode
at-times pondered and  thought sifted
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nihtes nearwe. Nysse ic gearwe

by-night  anxiously. Not-knew I Sully

be OJxre riht ***, =zr me rumran gepeaht 1240
abour  the  right (lacuna), before to-me  ampler  understanding

purh 8a mzran miht on modes peaht

through the  glorious  might into of-mind  thought

wisdom onwreah. Ic wzs weorcum fah,

wisdom revealed. I was by-deeds  stained,

synnum aszled, sorgum gewzled,

by-sins fettered,  by-sorrows afflicted,

bitrum gebunden, bisgum beprungen,

by-bitter-things bound, by-troubles pressed,

@r me lare onlag purh leohtne had 1245
before to-me teaching granted through  bright  form

gamelum to geoce, gife unscynde

to-old-one as belp, gift blameless

magencyning amxt < on gemynd begeat,

might-king measured and into mind poured,

torht ontynde, tidum gerymde,

bright disclosed,  at-times  enlarged,

bancofan onband, breostlocan onwand,

bone-chamber ~ unbound, breast-locker unwound,
leoducraft onleac, pxs ic lustum breac, 1250
song-craft unlocked, ~which I with-pleasures  enjoyed,

willum in worlde. Ic pxs wuldres treowes
with-joys  in world. I of-the glory tree
oft nales xne hxfde ingemynd,

often  not-at-all  once bad inner-mind,

&r ic pxt wundor onwrigen hafde

before I the wonder revealed had
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ymb pone beorhtan beam, swa ic on bocum fand
about the bright beam, as I in books  found
wyrda gangum, on gewritum cydan

of-events  in-courses,  in writings  make-known

be Jam sigebeacne. A was szcc 00 Ot

about  the victory-sign.  Ever —was  strife until thar
cnyssed cearwelmum, K drusende,

beaten by-care-surges,  torch sinking,

peah he in medohealle madmas pege,

though ~ be in mead-hall treasures  received,

xplede gold. N gnornode,

appled gold.  bow mourned,

t  gefera nearusorge dreah,

need companion  narrow-sorrow  endured,

enge rune, pxr him M fore

oppressive  secret, where  him  horse before

milpadas mat, modig przgde

mile-paths measured,  proud ran

wirum gewlenced. P is geswidrad,

with-wires  adorned.  joy is  diminished,

gomen zfter gearum, geogod is gecyrred,

pleasure after years, youth is changed,
ald onmedla. N was geara
old pride. aurochs [ was  formerly

geogodhades glem: nu synt geardagas
of~youth-hood gleam:  now  are days-of-old

xfter fyrstmearce ford gewitene,

after appointed-time  forth departed,
lifwynne geliden, swa [ toglided,

life-joys passed, as  water  glides-away,
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flodas gefysde. ¥ «xghwam bid

floods bastened.  wealth  for-everyone s
lene under lyfte; landes frztwe 1270
transient  under sky; of-land  ornaments

gewitap under wolcnum winde geliccost,
depart under clouds to-wind ~ most-like,
ponne he for hzledum hlud astiged,
when it before heroes loud rises,
wxded be wolcnum, wedende fared

roams along clouds, raging travels

7 eft semninga swige gewyrded

and again suddenly silent becomes
in nedcleofan nearwe geheadrod, 1275
in need-prison narrowly confined,

pream forprycced. Swa peos world eall gewited,
by-force oppressed. So this world all passes,
7 eac swa some pe  hire on wurdon

and also  so same  those-which it in were
atydrede, tionleg nimed,

brought-forth, harm-flame  takes,

donne dryhten sylf dom geseced

when lord himself  judgment secks
engla weorude. Sceall xghwylc Ozr 1280
of-angels  with-host. Shall each there

reordberendra riht gehyran

of-speech-bearers Jjustice hear

daxda gehwylcra purh pzxs deman mud
of-deeds of-each through of-the  judge  mouth

7 worda swa same wed gesyllan,

and of-words  so same  pledge give,
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eallra unsnyttro «r gesprecenra,

of-all foolishly before spoken,

pristra geponca. Ponne on preo dxled
of-bold thoughts. Then  into three  divides

in fyres feng folc anra gehwylc,

in  offire  grip people of-ones each,

para pe gewurdon on widan feore

of-those  who were in wide life

ofer sidne grund. Sodfeste biod

over wide  ground. Righteous are

yfemest in pam ade, eadigra gedryht,
uppermost  in  the  pyre, of-blessed-ones  company,
dugud domgeorne, swa hie adreogan magon
host glory-eager; as  they endure can
7 butan earfedum eade gepolian,

and  without bardships easily endure,

modigra maxgen: him gemetgap eall
of-brave-ones host: for-them  moderates all
eldes leoma, swa him edost bid,

of-fire  gleam, as  for-them  easiest s,

sylfum geseftost. Synfulle beod

for-selves  most-comfortable. Sinful are

mane gemengde in Jdam midle pread,
with-crime mixed in  the  middle afflicted,
hzled higegeomre in hatne wylm,

beroes mind-sad into  hot surge,

prosme bepehte. Bid se pridda del,
by-smoke covered. I the third  part,
awyrgede womsceadan in pxs wylmes grund,

accursed sin-harmers in  of-the surge ground,
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lease leodhatan lige befasted

false people-tyrants  in-flame  fastened

purh «rgewyrht, arleasra sceolu 1300
through  former-deeds,  of-impious-ones  troop

in gleda gripe. Gode no syddan

in  of-embers  grip. To-god  not  afterward

of Jam mordorhofe in gemynd cumad,

from  the murder-house  into  memory come,

wuldorcyninge, ac hie worpene beod

to-glory-king, but  they cast are

of dam headuwylme in helle grund,

from  the battle-surge into  of-hell  ground,

torngenidlan. Bid pam twam dazxlum 1305
wrath-foes. Is  for-the  two parts

ungelice: moton engla frean

unlike: may of-angels  lord

geseon, sigora god; hie asodene beod,

see, of-victories  god;  they  purged are,

asundrod fram synnum swa smzte gold,

separated from sins as refined  gold,

pxt in wylme bid womma gehwylces

which in surge is ofstains of-each

purh ofnes fyr eall geclensod, 1310
through of-furnace fire  all cleansed,

amered 7 gemylted: swa bid para manna =zlc

purified and melted: 50 is  of-the men each

ascyred 7 asceaden scylda gehwylcre,

cut-off and  separated ofsins from-each,

deopra firena purh pxs domes fyr.

of-deep crimes  through of-the judgment  fire.
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Moton ponne sidpan sybbe brucan,

May then  afterward  peace enjoy,

eces  eadwelan; him bid engla weard

of-eternal  prosperity;  to-them is  of-angels guardian

milde <5 blide, pxs Je hie mana gehwylc

mild and  kind,  for-thar that they of-crimes each
forsawon, synna weorc, 7 to suna metudes
despised, of -sins work, and to  son  of-ordainer
wordum cleopodon. Fordan hie nu on wlite scinap
with-words called. Therefore  they now in  beauty shine
englum gelice, yrfes  brucap

to-angels like, of-inkeritance  enjoy

wuldorcyninges to widan feore. amen.

of-glory-king for  wide life. amen.
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