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I - THE ADVENT

The poem opens without its first leaves, in the middle of an address to Christ.
He is the wall-stone the builders rejected, and the singers ask bim to come and
join the broken walls of the bouse be made, and to rescue the weary band from
the wrathful. They speak from prison, sorrowing for the sun, and ask when light
will be opened to them, and they recall the maiden he chose as mother. Then
they turn to Jerusalem, city of angels, and tell ber to look through all creation
for the king who comes ro dwell in her.

cyninge:

to-king:

du eart se weall-stan pe 0a wyrhtan iu
thou art the  wall-stone which the  workmen  of-old
wid-wurpon to weorce wel pe gerised
rejected for work well  to-thee  it-befits
pzt pu heafod sie healle merre

that  thou head be of-hall  glorious

and gesomnige side weallas

and (thou)-join wide walls

feste  gefoge flint unbrazcne

with-firm  joining flint unbreakable

pxt geond eord-blyrilg eall eagna gesihpe

that  throughout earth-city all of-eyes  with-sight
wundrien to worlde wuldres ealdor-

may-wonder  to world of~glory prince-

gesweotula nu purh searo-craft pin sylfes weorc
reveal now  through skill-craft thy own work
sod-fast sigor-beorht and sona forlzt

truth-fast victory-bright and  at-once let

1
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weall wid wealle nu is pam weorce pearf
wall against wall now is  for-the work need
pxt se craftga cume and se cyning sylfa
that  the craftsman  come and  the king himself
and ponne gebete nu gebrosnad is
and then repair now decayed is

his under hrofe he pxt hra gescop

house  under roof be  thar  body  shaped
leomo lzmena nu sceal lif-frea

limbs of~clay now  shall  life-lord

pone wergan heap wrapum  ahreddan
the weary band from-wrathful-ones rescue
earme from egsan swa he oft dyde
wretched-ones  from  terror as  he often  did

eala pu reccend and pu riht cyning
o thou ruler and  thou  just king
se pe locan healded lif ontyned

he  who  locks holds life opens

eadga us siges oprum forwyrned

bless us  of-victory to-another denied

wlitigan wil-sipes gif his weorc ne deag
of-bright desire-journey if  bis work  not  avails
huru we for pearfe pas word sprecad
indeed we  for need these  words speak

[nu gemersi]giad pone pe mon gescop
now (we)-magnify bhim  who  man shaped
pzt he ne hete %% ceose sprecan
that  he not command (lacuna) ~ choose  to-speak
cearfulra  ping pe we in carcerne
of-sorroufid-ones  case which we in  prison

12



CHRIST

sittad sorgende sunnan wi[l-s]id

sit sorrowing ofsun  desire-journey
hwonne us lif-frea leoht ontyne

when for-us  life-lord light ~ may-open
weorde ussum mode to mund-boran
may-become  to-our mind as protector

and paxt tydre gewitt tire  bewinde
and  that  frail mind with-glory  may-encompass

gedo usic paxs wyrde pe he to wuldre forlet

make us  of-that  worthy which  he  to glory permitted
pa we hean-lice hweorfan sceoldan

when  we abjectly depart bad-to

to pis enge lond edle  bescyrede

to  this narrow land of-homeland deprived

forpon secgan mag se de sod spriced

therefore say may be who truth  speaks

pxt he ahredde pa  for-hwyrfed was

that  be rescued that-which perverted was

frum-cyn fira was seo femne geong

first-race of-men was the  maiden young

magd manes leas pe he him to meder geceas:
maiden ofsin free whom  he  for-bimself as  mother chose-
pxt was geworden butan weres frigum

that  was done without  of-man  embraces

pxt purh bearnes gebyrd bryd eacen weard

that  through  of-child birth bride  pregnant  became
nxnig efenlic pam xr ne sippan

none like to-that before  nor after

in worlde geweard wifes gearnung

in world happened of-woman merit

13
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pxt degol was

that secret was

eal giofu gastlic
gift

pxr wisna fela

all spirit-like

there  of-things many
lare  long-sume
teachings
pe

which  before

long-lasting
xXr

under

witgena wod-song

under hodman

darkness

CHRIST AND GUTHLAC

dryhtnes geryne
of-lord mystery
grund-sceat geond-spreot:
earth-region pervaded-
weard inlihted

became  illumined

purh lifes fruman-
through o life  author-
biholen lzgon
concealed  lay

waldend cwom

pa se

of-prophets song-lay when  the ruler came
sepe reorda gehwas ryne gemiclad
he-who  of-voices  of-each course  magnifies

dara  pe geneahhe noman scyppendes
of-those who  abundantly name of-creator
purh ho[r]scne had hergan willad-
through wise nature praise will-

eala sibbe gesihd
[0} of-peace  vision
cyne-stola  cyst
of-royal-thrones  choicest
engla epel-stol
of-angels  home-seat

saule sod-fastra
souls of~truth-fast

wuldrum hremge
in-glories exulting

in pam eard-gearde

the duwelling-yard

in

Sancta hierusalem:

Jerusalem-

Holy

cristes burg-lond
of-Christ city-land

and pa ane in pe
alone in  thee

and  those

simle gerestad
ever rest

nzfre wommes tacn
of-sin

eawed weorped-

never token

shown becomes-

14
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ac  pe firina gehwylc feor abuged

but  from-thee  of-sins each far shrinks
waxrgdo and gewinnes bist to wuldre full
ofcurse  and  ofsurife thow-art in  gory  full
halgan hyhtes swa pu gehaten eart

of-holy hope as  thou called art

sioh nu sylfa pe geond pas sidan gesceaft
look  now thyself thee throughout this  wide creation
swylce rodores hrof rume geond-wlitan
likewise of-sky roof widely to-survey

ymb healfa gehwone hu pec heofones cyning

about  of-sides each how  thee  of-heaven king

side geseced and sylf cymed

with-journey visits and  bimself  comes

nimed eard in pe swa hit @r gefyrn

takes dwelling in  thee as it before long-ago
witgan wis-faste wordum sxzgdon

prophets wisdom-fast with-words said

cyddon  cristes gebyrd cwedon pe to frofre
made-known  of-Christ ~ birth spoke to-thee as  comfort
burga betlicast- nu is pzt bearn cymen
of~cities best- now is  that child come
awzcned to wyrpe weorcum  ebrea:

born for  relief to-afflictions  of-Hebrews-

bringed blisse pe benda onlysed

brings Jjoy to-thee bonds looses
nipum  genedde nearo-pearfe conn
by-afflictions  oppressed dire-need he-knows
hu se earma sceal are gebidan
how the wretched-one  shall mercy await

15

60

65

70



80

II - THE VIRGIN AND THE DAYSPRING

The singers greet Mary as the noblest woman on earth and ask her to explain
the mystery of a birth without a husband. Mary answers the sons and daughters
of Jerusalem that Christ has revealed in ber the guilt of Eve undone, so that the
blessing belongs to men and women alike. They cry to the Dayspring to send bis
sun to those who sit in darkness, greet Emmanuel, God with us, and pray, as the
captives in bonds prayed, that he come and bring salvation.

eala wifa wynn geond wuldres prym-
o} of-women  joy throughout  of-glory majesty-
femne freo-licast: ofer ealne foldan sceat
maiden noblest- over all of-earth  region

pxs pe =fre sund-buend secgan hyrdon-

of-thatr  which  ever sea-dwellers tell bheard-

arece us pxt geryne pxt bpe of roderum cwom
explain  to-us thar  mystery which  to-thee  from heavens came
hu pu eacnunge xfre onfenge

how thou  conception ever  receivedst

bearnes purh gebyrde and pone gebed-scipe

of~child through birth and  that bed-fellowship
xfter mon-wisan mod ne cudes

after man-manner mind  not  knewest-

ne we sod-lice swylc ne gefrugnan

nor  we truly such  nor heard-of

in @r-dagum xfre gelimpan

in early-days ever to-happen

pzt du in sundur-giefe swylce befenge

that  thou in specia[—gmce such receivedst
ne we pare wyrde wenan purfon
nor we of-that  event expect need

16
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toweard in tide huru treow in pe

future in  time indeed  faith in  thee

weord-licu  wunade nu pu wuldres prym

worthy dwelt now thou  of-glory  majesty

bosme gebare and no gebrosnad weard

in-bosom  didst-bear and  not corrupted became

magd-had se micla swa eal manna bearn 85
maidenhood the  great as  all  of-men  children

sorgum  sawad swa eft ripad

with-sorrows sow so  afterward  reap

cennad to cwealme cwzd sio eadge mag

bring-forth  to death said the  blessed  maiden

symle sigores full Sancta maria-

wer  ofovictory  full Holy — Mary

hwet is peos wundrung pe ge wafiad

what is  this wonder which  you marvel-ar

and geomrende gehpum manad 90
and mourning with-griefs  lament

sunu solimz somod his dohtor

sons of-Salem together  his  daughters

fricgad purh fyrwet hu ic femnan-had

you-ask through  curiosity how I maidenhood

mund minne geheold and eac modor geweard

protection  mine kept and  also mother became

mzre meotudes suna forpban pzt monnum nis

glorious  of-ordainer  of-son therefore  that to-men not-is

cud geryne ac crist onwrah 95
known  mystery but  Christ  revealed

in dauides dyrre magan-

in  of-David dear  kinswoman-

17
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pxt is euan scyld eal for-pynded

that s of-Eve  guilt all driven-away
wargda aworpen and gewuldrad is
of-curses cast-off and glorified is
se heanra had hyht is onfangen

the  bumbler  estate hope s received

pxt nu bletsung mot bzm gemzne
that  now  blessing may to-both ~ common
werum and wifum 4 to worulde ford
to-men and  to-women ever  to world forth
in pam up-lican engla dreame-

in the upper of-angels Joy-

mid sod-feder symle wunian-

with  truth-father ever dwell-

eala earendel engla beorhtast

0} dayspring of-angels brightest

ofer middan-geard monnum sended
over middle-earth to-men sent
and sod-fxsta sunnan leoma

and truth-fast of-sun radiance

torht ofer tunglas pu tida gehwane
bright over stars thou  of-times each

of sylfum pe symle inlihtes-

from self thee ever illuminest-

swa pu god of gode gearo acenned
as thou  god  from  god long-since  begotten
sunu sopan feder swegles in wuldre
son of-true  father of-sky in glory
butan anginne xfre wxre-

withoutr  beginning ever wast

18



Swa pec nu for pearfum

So thee  now  for needs

bided purh byldo
prays through  boldness

sinnan onsende

sun send and

pxt Ou inleohte
that  thou  enlighten

prosme bepeahte

that

with-smoke covered and

szton sin-neahtes
sat of-perpetual-night
deorc deapes sceadu
dark of-death  shadow
nu we hyhtfulle
now  we hopeful
purh pazt word godes
through  that  word  of-god
pe on frymde wes
which in  beginning  was

efen-ece mid god

CHRIST

pin agen geweorc

thy  own  handiwork

pxt pu pa beorhtan us-

thou  the bright to-us-

and pe sylf cyme
thou  thyself  come
pa pe longe &r
those who  lomg  before-

and in peostrum her

in darkness bere

synnum  bifealdne

with-sins

enfolded

dreogan sceoldan-

endure had-to-

hzlo gelyfad

salvation  believe

weorodum brungen

to-hosts brought

feder «lmihtigum

to-father

co-eternal with  god and

flesc firena leas

flesh of-sins  free which

geomrum to geOCe
to-mourners  for  belp
gesewen butan synnum
seen without sins

mihtig meotudes bearn

mighty of-ordainer child

almighty

and nu eft geweard

now again became

pxt seo femne gebaxr

the  maiden bore

god wes mid us

god

was  with  us
somod eardedon
together they-duwelt

and se monnes sunu

and the  of-man son

19
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gepwzre on  peode we pzs ponc magon

in-accord among  people we  for-thar  thanks can

secgan sige-dryhtne symle bi gewyrhtum

say to-victory-lord ever by deeds

pxs Dpe he hine sylfne us sendan wolde-
because that he  him self  to-us send willed-
eala gasta god hu pu gleawlice

0] of-spirits  god how  thou wisely

mid noman ryhte nemned wzre

with name rightly named wast
emmanuhel swa hit engel gecwzd

Emmanuel as it angel spoke

zrest on ebresc pxt is eft gereht

first in  Hebrew which is again interpreted

rume bi gerynum nu is rodera weard
widely by mysteries now is of-heavens guardian

god sylfa mid us swa pzt gomele gefyrn

god  himself with  us as  that  ancient-ones long-ago
ealra cyninga cyning and pone clenan eac
of-all kings king and the pure also
sacerd sod-lice segdon toweard-

priest truly they-said coming:

swa se mare iu melchisedech-

as  the famous ofold Melchizedek-

gleaw in gzste god-prym on-wrah

wise in  spirit god-majesty revealed

eces  alwaldan se wes & bringend
of-eternal  all-ruler be  was law bringer

lara ledend pam longe his

of-teachings  leader to-those  long  bis

20



hyhtan hider-cyme
hoped-for

hither-coming

pxtte sunu meotudes

that son of-ordainer
gefelsian
cleanse of-earth

swylce grundas eac

likewise also

sipe

with-journey

abysses

gesecan
visit

bidon in bendum

bonds

waited  in

cwome  to cearigum
might-come  to sorrowing
suslum  geslzhte

with-torments smitten

heofones heah-cyning

of-heaven

high-king

werigum wite-beowum

to—weary

bitrum bryne-tearum
with-bitter burning-tears
eal =zt pe anum

all  on thee  alone

haftas hyge-geomre

captives mind-sad

ne lzt] pe behindan-

not  let  thee bebind-

manigo pus micle

multitude thus  great

now

punisbment—slaves

(lacuna)

CHRIST

swa him gehaten was

as  to-them  promised was

sylfa wolde
himself  would

foldan magde-
peaples-

gBﬁStCS mxgne

of=spirit  with-might

nu hie softe pas

they  quietly of-that
hwonne bearn godes
of-god

forpon cwazdon swa

child

when

therefore  they-said  thus
nu pu sylfa cum
thyself

bring us

now  thou come

hzlo-lif

bring  to-us salvation-life

wope  forcymenum
wi tb-weepi ng overcome
is seo bot gelong

is  the remedy dependent

*xx ofer-pearfum

to-greatly-needy
hider [gesece
hither

seek

—_
w
]

ponne pu heonan cyrre

when  thou hence turnest

ac pu miltse on us

but  thou  mercy on  us

21
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gecyd cyne-lice
show roally
wuldres xpeling
of-glory prince
onwald agan

leave

power bave

wuldres pines

of~glory thy

weoroda wuldor-cyning

of-hosts glory-king
hondum pinum
with-hands thy
wunast wide ferh
life

dwellest wide

Christ

that

CHRIST AND GUTHLAC

crist nergende

savior

ne let awyrgde ofer us

not let  accursed-ones over  us

lef us ecne gefean

to-us eternal Jjoy

pxt pec weordien

thee  may-honor

pa pu geworhtes r

those  thou madest

before

pu in hean-nissum

thou in high-places
mid waldend fzder
with ruler father

IIT - JOSEPH AND MARY

Mary tells Joseph that be must break their friendship and let ber go, since be is
grieved and robbed of honor by what men say. Joseph cannot defend bimself: if
be speaks the truth she must die by stoning, and if be keeps silent be is a perjurer.

Then Mary reveals the mystery: Gabriel announced it, she bore the son of God

and remains a maiden, and Joseph is called bis father in the world. It closes with a

bymn to Christ and a plea

eala ioseph min
0] Joseph  mine
mazg dauides
of-David

kinsman

nu pu freode scealt

now thou friendship

must

that he rescue the flock the accursed wolf bas scattered.

iacobes bearn
of-Jacob

son

maran cyninges-

of:

-glorious king:
feste gedelan
firmly

sever

22
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dletan lufan mine: Ic lungre eam
give-up love mine- I quickly am

deope gedrefed dome bereafod:

deeply troubled of-glory bereft-

fordon ic worn for pe worde hzbbe

because I multitude  for  thee with-word ~ bave

sidra sorga and  sar-cwida- 170
of-great  sorrows and  of-grievous-words-

hearmes gehyred and me hosp sprecad

of-injury heard and  to-me insult  they-speak

torn-worda fela ic tearas sceal

of-bitter-words  many I tears must

geotan geomor-mod- god eape mazg

pour sad-minded- god  easily  can

gehalan hyge-sorge heortan minre

beal mind-sorrow of-heart mine

afrefran fea-sceaftne- eala femne geong 175
comfort destitute-one- o maiden  young

magd maria- hwzt bemurnest du

maiden Mary- what mournest thou

cleopast cearigende ne ic culpan in pe

criest sorrowing not 1 fault in  thee

incan xnigne xfre onfunde-

grudge any ever Jfound-

womma geworhtra and pu pa word spricest

ofsins committed and  thou those  words speakest

swa bu sylfa sie synna gehwylcre 180
as thou  thyself wert ofsins of-every

firena  gefylled ic to fela hxbbe
of-crimes filled I too much  have

23
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pas byrd-scypes bealwa onfongen-

of-that childbearing of-evils received-

hu mazg ic ladigan lapan sprace

bhow  can I refute hateful speech
oppe andsware @nige findan-

or answer any find-

wrapum  to-wipere is pxt wide cud
to-hostile-ones  in-opposition is  that widely known
pzt ic of pam torhtan temple dryhtnes
that I from  the bright temple of-lord
onfeng freo-lice femnan clene

received nobly maiden pure
womma lease- and nu gehwyrfed is
ofsins free- and  now changed is
purh nat-hwylces me nawper deag
through  of-I-know-not-what to-me  neither avails
secge ne swige gif ic sod sprece:
Lspeak  nor Iam-silent if I truth  speak-
ponne sceal dauides dohtor sweltan
then must  of-David daughter die
stanum astyrfed gen strengre is
with-stones killed yet barder is

pxt ic morpor hele scyle man-swara-
that I crime  conceal must perjurer

lap leoda gehwam lifgan sippan

bateful  of-peoples to-each live afterward
fracod in folcum pa seo fxzmne onwrah-
despised  among  peoples then the  maiden revealed-

ryht-geryno and pus reordade-
right-mystery and  thus spoke-

24
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Sod ic secge

Truth I say by son

gasta geocend

of-spirits belper that I yet
purh gemac-scipe monnes
through union of-man

xnges on eordan ac me

purh sunu meotudes

of-ordainer

pxt ic gen ne conn

not  know
ower
anywhere

eaden weard

of-any on earth but  to-me  granted  became
geongre in geardum pxt me gabrihel
to-young-one  in dwellings that to-me  Gabriel

heofones heag-engel

of-heaven high-angel
segde sod-lice pat
said truly that
leoman onlyhte

with-radiance would-illumine

geberan beorhtne sunu
bear bright son
torhtes tir-fruma[n]

ofbright  glory-source
gefremed butan facne
made without  deceit
ge-eardode
dwelt now  thou
sare sorg-ceare

sore sorrow-care say

mzrum meotodes sunu

to-glorious
femne ford se-peah

maiden still  nevertheless

of-ordainer  to-son

hxlo gebodade.
salvation  announced.
me swegles gast
to-me  of-sky spirit
sceolde ic lifes prym
should I oflife  majesty
bearn eacen godes
child ~ mighty  of-god
nu ic his tempel eam
now I bis temple am
in me frofre gast

in  me of-comfort  spirit

nu pu ealle forlet

all leave

saga ecne ponc

eternal  thanks

pxt ic his modor geweard

that I  his  mother became

and pu fxder cweden
and  thou  father called

25

200

210



220

CHRIST AND GUTHLAC

woruld-cund bi
world-born by
in him sylfum beon
in  him  sdf be
eala pu soda
and

0] thou  true

ealra cyninga cyning

of-all kings king
hu pu @r weare

how thou before  wast

worulde prymmum
of-world with-hosts

cild acenned

child  begotten through  his
nis xnig ni
not-is  any  now warrior

secg searo-poncol
craft-minded

man

wene

supposition

to  that s0

sceolde witedom
should prophecy
sode gefylled-
Flfilled-

truly

and pu sib-suma

thou  peace-bringing
crist l-mihtig

Christ — almighty

eallum geworden

to-all become

mid pinne wuldor-fader

with thy glory-father

purh his crzft and meaht

and

craft might-

eorl under lyfte

under sky

to pxs swide gleaw-

wise-

pe pxt asecgan maxge sund buendum-

who  that tell can

areccan mid ryhte

explain with  rightness

xt frymde genom
ar  beginning took

pxt wxs bara pinga
that ofthose

was things

gefrugnen mid folcum

beard

geworden under wolcnum

under

happened

among  peoples

clouds

sea to—du)eller:-

hu pe rodera weard

how thee of-heavens guardian

him to freo-bearne
to-him  as noble-child

pe her peoda cynn
which  here

of-nations  race

xt fruman =rest

first
pxt witig god

at  beginning

that wise god
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lifes ord-fruma leoht and pystro

oflife origin light ~ and  darkness

gedzlde dryhtlice and him was domes geweald
divided lordly and to-him  was  ofjudgment  power
and pa wisan abead weoroda ealdor-

and  that ordinance proclaimed of-hosts prince-

nu sie geworden forp a to widan feore-

now  be done forth  ever to wide life-

leoht lixende gefea lifgendra gehwam

light shining Joy of-living of-each

pe in cneorissum cende weorden

who in generations born become

and pa sona gelomp pa hit swa sceolde

and  then at-once it-happened when it 50 should
leoma leohtade leoda megpum

radiance shone of-peoples to-tribes

torht mid tunglum xfter pon tida bigong
bright  with stars after  that  of-times  course
sylfa sette pxt pu sunu wzxre

himself  set that  thou  son wast

efen-eardigende mid pinne engan frean

co-dwelling with thy only lord

@r pon oht bisses zfre gewurde-

before  that  aught  of-this ever  came-to-be:

pu eart seo snyttro pe pas sidan gesceaft

thou art  the wisdom which  this wide creation
mid pi waldende worhtes ealle-

with  the ruler madest all-

forbon nis @nig pzxs horsc ne pzs hyge-crzftig
therefore  not-is  any 50 wise nor o mind-skilled
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pe pin from-cyn mezge fira bearnum
who  thy origin can of-men  to-children
sweotule gesepan cum nu sigores weard
clearly declare come now of-victory guardian
meotod mon-cynnes and pine miltse her
ordainer of-mankind and  thy mercy  here
arfest ywe us is eallum neod

gracious  show to-us is to-all need

pxzt we pin medren-cynn motan cunnan
that  we  thy mother-kin may know
ryht—geryno nu we areccan ne m‘&gon
right-mystery now we  explain  not can
pxt fadren-cynn- fier owihte

that father-kin- further  at-all

pu pisne middan-geard milde geblissa

thou  this middle-earth mildly  gladden
purh dinne her-cyme hxlende crist-
through  thy here-coming savior Christ-

and pa gyldnan geatu pe in gear-dagum

and  those  golden gates which in year-days
ful longe wr bilocen stodan

Sull long  before locked stood

heofona heah frea hat  ontynan
of-heavens high ~ lord command  to-open

and usic ponne gesece purh pin sylfes
and us then seek through  thy own
ea0-mod to eorpan us is pinra arna p
humble to earth to-us is  of-thy  mercies

hafad se awyrgda wulf tostenced

bas the  accursed wolf scattered
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deor dzd-scua
beast  deed-shadow

wide towrecene
widely  driven-apart
blode  gebohtes
with-blood  boughtest

hyned heard-lice
oppresses harshly

CHRIST

dryhten pin eowde
lord thy flock

pxt O6u waldend ar

which  thou ruler before

pxt se bealo-fulla
that  the baleful-one

and him on hzft nimed

and  to-him into captivity  takes

ofer usse nioda lust forbon we nergend be
against  our  of-desires pleasure therefore  we savior thee
biddad georn-lice breost-gehygdum

pray earnestly

pxt pu hred-lice

that  thou quickly
Wergum wreccan
to-weary exile

in helle grund
into  of-hell  abyss

and pin hond-geweorc

and thy band-work

mote arisan

may rise

to pam up-cundan

to the heavenly

ponan us @r purh syn-lust

with-breast-thoughts

helpe gefremme

help perform

pxt se wites bona-
that  the of-torment  slayer-
hean gedreose
abject may-fall
hazlepa scyppend

of-heroes creator

and on ryht cuman

and into  right come

xpelan  rice:

noble  kingdom-

se swearta gZCSt

whence us  before through  sin-lust the dark spirit

forteah and fortylde

seduced and enticed

a butan ende sculon

ever without  end

pxt we tires wone

so-that  we  of-glory lacking

ermpu dreogan

must mixery endure
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butan pu usic pon ofost-licor ece dryhten

unless thou  us the  more-quickly eternal lord

xt pam leod-sceapan lifgende god

from  the people-ravager living god
helm  alwihta hreddan wille
protector  of-all-creatures rescue wilt

IV - THE CLOSED GATE

The singers call Mary the purest queen on earth and the bride of the best of kings,
and praise the mind that kept her maidenhood for God. They recall Isaiah, who
saw in vision a gate bound with wonderful fastenings, until an angel told him that
God himself would pass through it and leave it shut bebind him. That gate, they
say, is Mary, and they ask her to intercede for them. Then they pray to Christ,
co-eternal with the Father, to come quickly and rescue bis captives.

eala pu mzra middan-geardes

0] thou  glorious of-middle-earth

seo clzneste cwen ofer eorpan

the purest queen  over earth

para [ple gewurde to widan feore
of-those  which  came-to-be to wide life

hu pec mid ryhte ealle reord-berend

bow  thee  with rigbt all speecb—bearers

hatad and secgad hzled geond foldan

call and say beroes  throughour  earth
blipe mode pxt pu bryd sie

with-glad ~ mind that  thou bride  be

paxs selestan swegles bryttan-

ofthe best of~sky dispenser-
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Swylce pa hyhstan on heofonum eac
Likewise  the highest in beavens also
cristes pegnas cwepad and singad
of-Christ  thanes say and sing

pxt pu sie hlxfdige halgum meahtum

that  thou be lady with-holy powers
wuldor-weorudes and worl[d]-cundra
of-glory-host and of-world-born
hada under heofonum and hel-wara-
of-orders  under heavens and  of-bell-dwellers-
forpon pu paxt ana ealra monna
because thou  that  alone of-all men

gepohtest prymlice prist-hycgende

conceivedst gloriously bold-thinking

pxt pu pinne magd-had meotude brohtes
that  thou thy maidenhood to-ordainer  broughtest
sealdes butan synnum nan swylc ne cwom
gavest without sins none  such  nor  came
@nig oper ofer ealle men

any other over all men

bryd beaga hroden pe pa beorhtan lac

bride  with-rings  adorned who  that bright gift
to heofon-hame hlutre mode

to heaven-home with-pure  mind

sippan sende fordon  heht sigores fruma
afterward  sent therefore  commanded  of-victory  author

his heah-bodan hider gefleogan-

his high-messenger bither 1y
of his magen-prymme and pe meahta
from  bis might-majesty and  to-thee  of-powers abundance
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snude  cydan pzt pu sunu dryhtnes
quickly  make-known that  thou  son of-lord

purh clene gebyrd cennan sceolde

through  pure birth bring-forth  shouldst
monnum to miltse and pe maria ford
to-men for  mercy and  thee  Mary  henceforth
efne unwemme a gehealden

even unstained ever kept

eac we pzt gefrugnon pxt gefyrn  bi  pe-
also  we  that beard that  long-ago  about thee-
sod-fast sxgde sum wod-bora

truth-fast said a-certain  song-bearer

in eald-dagum esaias

in old-days Isaiah

pxt he ware geleded pxt he lifes gesteald

that  he were led that  he oflife  dwelling
in pam ecan ham eal sceawode-

in the  eternal  home all beheld-

wlat pa swa wis-fast witga geond peod-land
looked  then — so  wisdom-fast prophet  throughout  nation-land

oppxt he gestarode par gestapelad was

until he  gazed-upon  where  established was
xpelic ingong eal wxs gebunden

noble entrance all  was bound

deoran since duru ormxte

with-precious  treasure door  immense
wundur-clommum bewripen wende swide
with-wonder-chains encircled he-thought  strongly
pxt xnig elda zfre meahte

that any  of-men ever could
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swa fastlice fore-scyttelsas

50 firmly bolts

on ecnesse o in-hebba

in eternity ever  raise

oppe Ows ceaster-hlides clustor onlucan-
or of-that city-gate lock unlock-

@r him godes engel purh gledne geponc

before to-him  of-god  angel through  gracious  thought
pa wisan onwrah and pxt word acwaxd
the  matter  revealed and  that  word spoke
ic pe mzg secgan pxt sod geweard
I to-thee  can say what  truth  came-to-be

pxt das gyldnan gatu giet sume sipe

that  these  golden gates  yer  ar-some  time

god sylf wile gastes magne

god  himself  will of-spirit  with-might

gefxlsian feder xl-mihtig

cleanse father almighty

and purh pa faxstan locu foldan neosan
and  through the  firm locks earth visit
and hio ponne =zfter him ece stonded
and  they then after  him eternal stand
simle singales swa beclysed

ever perpetually 50 closed

pxt nznig oper nympe nergend god
that none other except savior god

hy afre ma eft onluced-

them  ever  more again unlocks-

nu paxt is gefylled pxt se froda pa
now that is  fulfilled which the wise-one then
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mid eagum per

with eyes there

on-wlatade:
bebeld-

pu eart pzt weall-dor purh pe waldend frea

thou art  that

xne on pas eordan

once  onto  this earth

and efne swa pec gemette
he-found

and even as  thee

Clxne and geCOrene
and

pure chosen

swa Oe zfter him

s0 thee  after  him
eft unmzle
again  unstained of-every

liopu-czegan

with-limb-key locked

jowa us nu pa are

show

godes spel-boda

of-god message-bearer
huru pazs biddad
indeed  of-that  pray

pxt du pa frofre

that  thou that comfort

pinre sylfre sunu
of-thine

own son

an-modlice
all

with-one-mind

nu we on pxt bearn foran

now we on that  child

wall-door

to-us now that grace

through  which

ut-sidade

out-journeyed

crist xl-mihtig

Christ almighty
engla peoden

prince

of-angels

xlces pinges

thing

bileac lifes brytta

oflife  dispenser
pe se engel
which the  angel

gabriel brohte

Gabriel  brought

burg-sittende

city-dwellers
folcum  cyde
to-peoples  make-known
sippan we motan

afterward  we may

ealle hyhtan

hope
breast

before

34
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with-powers

pe

lord

meahtum gehrodene

adorned

to-thee

breostum stariad
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gepinga us nu
intercede  for-us now
pxt he us ne lzte

that  he us not let

in pisse dead-dene

in this death-valley

ac pzt he usic geferge

but  that  he us bring

paxr we sorg-lease
where  we sorrow-free

wunigan in wuldre
dwell in glory

eala pu halga

CHRIST

pristum wordum
with-bold words

leng owihte
longer  at-all
gedwolan hyran
error obey
in fader-rice
into  father-kingdom
sippan motan
afterward may
mid weoroda god-

with of-hosts god-

heofona dryhten

o] thou  holy of-heavens lord

pu mid feder pinne
thou  with  father thy

efen-wesende
co-existing in
nxs «xnig pa giet
not-was — any  then  yet
ne pzxs miclan

nor of-that  great

de in roderum up
who in heavens above
peodnes pryd-gesteald
of-prince might-dwelling
pa pu wrest ware
when  thou  first wast

sylf settende pas
thyself  establishing this

gefyrn ware

long-ago  wast

in pam =zpelan ham-

the noble home-

engel geworden

angel made

magen-prymmes nan-:

might-majesty any-
rice biwitigad
realm  watch-over
and his pegnunga
and  his services-
mid pone ecan frean
with the  eternal  lord

sidan gesceaft-

wide creation-
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brade bryten-grundas bzm inc is gemazne
broad spacious-lands to-both  you-two is  common
heah-gzst  hleofwst we pe halend crist
high-spirit most-sheltering we thee  savior  Christ
purh ead-medu ealle biddad

through bumility all pray

pxt pu gehyre hzfta stefne

that  thou bear of-captives  voice

pinra nied-piowa nergende god

of-thy need-slaves savior god

hu we sind geswencte purh ure sylfra gewill
how we  are afflicted through our  own will
habbad wrxc-macgas wergan gastas

have exile-men accursed spirits

hetlen hel-sceapa hearde genyrwad

hostile hell-ravager hard oppressed

gebunden bealo-rapum is seo bot gelong
bound with-bale-ropes is  the remedy dependent
eall xt pe anum ece dryhten

all on thee  alone eternal lord-
hreow-cearigum help pxt pin hider-cyme
to-sorrow-anxious help that  thy  bither-coming
afrefre  fea-sceafte peah we fxhpo wid pec
may-comfort  destitute-ones though we  feud  against  thee

purh firena lust gefremed hxbben-

through  of-crimes  lust committed have-

Ara nu onbehtum and usse yrmpa gepenc
Spare  now to-servants and our miseries consider
hu we tealtrigad tydran mode

how  we totter with-frail ~ mind
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hwearfiad heanlice cym nu halepa cyning
wander abjectly come  now  of-heroes king
ne lata to lange us is lissa pearf
not delay too  long to-us is  of-mercies  need

pxt pu us ahredde and us hzlo-giefe

that  thou us rescue and  to-us  salvation-gift

sod-fast sylle pxt we sippan ford 375
truth-fast give that  we  afterward  forth

pa sellan ping symle moten

the  better  things ever may

gepeon on  peode pinne willan

prosper among  people thy will

V - HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

The section praises the Trinity, high and holy and blessed over the wide plains,
whom the seraphim celebrate without weariness, guarding the face of the eternal
Lord with their wings and pressing about the throne to be nearest the savior. Their
song is given: Holy art thou, Lord of hosts, the heavens and earth are filled with
thy glory. Then the singers marvel at the exchange by which the creator took flesh
from a maiden, and urge every man to praise him. The part ends with Amen.

eala seo wlitige weord-mynda full
0] the  beautiful of-honors Sull
heah and halig heofon-cund prynes

high and  holy heaven-born trinity

brade geblissad geond bryten-wongas 380
widely blessed throughout spacious-plains

pa mid ryhte sculon reord-berende

which  with  right must speech-bearers
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earme eord-ware ealle magene

wretched  earth-dwellers with-all might

hergan healice nu us hzlend god

praise highly now to-us  savior  god

warfest onwrah pxt we hine witan motan
faith-fast revealed that  we  him know may

forpon hy dxd-hwate dome geswidde

therefore  they deed-bold with-glory  strengthened
pxt sod-feste seraphinnes cynn

the truth-fast of-seraphim race

uppe mid englum a bremende

above with angels ever  celebrating
unapreotendum prymmum singad
with-unwearying hosts sing

ful healice hludan stefne

Sull loftily with-loud voice

fagre feor and neah habbap folgopa

fairly far  and  near they-have  of-services

cyst mid cyninge him pzt crist forgeaf
the-choicest  with king to-them  that ~ Christ  granted
pxt hy motan his xtwiste eagum brucan
that  they may of-his  presence with-eyes enjoy
simle singales swegle gehyrste

ever perpetually with-radiance  adorned

weordian waldend wide and side

honor ruler wide  and  broad

and mid hyra fiprum frean «l-mihtges

and  with  their wings of-lord almighty
onsyne wear[dia]d ecan dryhtnes

face they-guard of-eternal lord
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and ymb peoden-stol pringad georne

and  about  prince-throne they-press  eagerly
hwylc hyra nehst mezge ussum nergende
which of-them  nearest may to-our savior
flihte  lacan frid-geardum in

with-flight ~ play peace-courts in

lofiad  leof-licne and in leohte him
they-praise  beloved-one and in light — to-him
pa word cwepad and wuldriad

these  words  they-say and glorify

xpelne ord-fruman ealra gesceafta-

noble origin of-all creatures-

halig eart pu halig heah-engla brego

holy art  thou  holy of-archangels  prince
sod sigores fréa simle pu bist halig
true  of-victory  lord ever  thou art holy

dryhtna dryhten a pin dom wunad

of-lords lord ever thy  glory  endures
eord-lic mid zldum in xlce tid

earthly among men in every time

wide geweorpad pu eart weoroda god
widely honored thou  art of-hosts god
forpon pu gefyldest foldan and rodoras
because thou  bast-filled earth and  heavens
wigendra hleo wuldres pines

of-warriors  shelter of~glory thy

helm  al-wihta sic pe in heannessum
protector  of-all-creatures be  to-thee in heights
ece  hzlo and in eorpan lof

eternal  salvation and  on earth  praise
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beorht mid beornum pu gebletsad leofa
bright among  warriors thou blessed beloved
pe in dryhtnes noman dugepum cwome
who in of-lord name with-hosts camest
heanum to hropre pe in heahpum sie
to-lowly for  comfort to-thee in beights be

a  butan ende ece herenis-

ever without  end eternal  praise-

eala hwat pxt is wraclic wrixl in wera life
0] lo that is  wondrous  change in  of-men life
pxtte mon-cynnes milde scyppend

that of-mankind mild creator

onfeng =zt famnan flzsc unwemme

received ~ from  maiden flesh unstained

and sio weres friga wiht ne cupe

and  she  of-man  embraces at-all  not  knew

ne purh szd ne cwom sigores agend

nor through seed nor  came of-victory  owner
monnes ofer moldan ac pxt was ma craft
of-man over earth bur  that  was more  craft
ponne hit eord-buend ealle cupan

than it earth-dwellers all knew

purh geryne hu he rodera prim

through  mystery how he  of-heavens majesty

heofona heah frea helpe gefremede

of-heavens high lord belp performed
monna cynne purh his modor hrif
of-men to-race through  his  mother  womb
and swa ford gongende folca nergend
and so  forth going of-peoples savior
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his forgif-nesse gumum to helpe

his forgiveness to-men  for  help

dzled dogra gehwam dryhten weoroda

deals  of-days  rto-each lord of-hosts

forpon we hine dom-hwate dedum and wordum
therefore we  him  judgment-eager with-deeds and  with-words
hergen  hold-lice pxt is healic rad

should-praise  faithfully that is  lofty  counsel

monna gehwylcum pe gemynd hafad

of-men to-each who mind bas

pxt he symle oftost and inlocast

that  be ever  most-often and  most-inwardly

and georn-licost god weorpige

and most-eagerly god  may-honor

he him pare lisse lean forgilded

he  to-him of-that  grace reward repays

se gehalgoda hzlend sylfa

the hallowed savior  himself
efne in pam edle pzr he @r ne cwom
even in the  homeland where  he  before not  came

in lifgendra londes wynne
in of-living of-land Joy
pxr he geszlig sippan eardad

where  be blessed afterward  dwells
ealne widan feorh wunad butan ende Amen
all wide life be-remains  without  end Amen
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VI - THE ASCENSION

Cynewulf tells bis reader to seck out why the angels did not appear in white at
the birth in Bethlehem when they did so at the ascension. Forty days after rising
from death, Christ gathers bis thanes at Bethany, gives them bis blessing, and tells
them to go through all the world, preach, baptize, and sow peace. A great sound
is beard in the air, the host of heaven comes, and be ascends before bis grieving
thanes, while two bright angels ask the men of Galilee why they wait.

440 nu Ou geornlice gast-gerynum
now thou  earnestly with-spirit-mysteries
mon Sse€ mara mOd‘Crxfte s€cC
man  the  great with-mind-craft  seek
purh sefan snyttro pxt pu sod  wite
through  of-mind  wisdom that  thou truth mayest-know

hu pzt geeode pa se «l-mihtiga

how  that  came-abour when  the almighty
acenned weard purh clenne had
born was through pure nature

445 sippan he marian magda weolman
after be Mary of-maidens flower
marre meowlan mund-heals geceas-
glorious maiden protection chose-
pxt pzr in hwitum hreglum gewerede
that  there in white garments clothed
englas ne odeowdun pa se apeling cwom
angels not appeared when  the prince came
beorn in betlem bodan wzron gearwe
warrior in B@[blebem mexsengerx were ready

450 pa purh hleopor-cwide hyrdum cyddon

who  through voice-speech to-shepherds  made-known
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CHRIST

segdon sodne gefean pxtte sunu wzre
told true Jjoy that son were
in middan-geard meotudes acenned

in middle-earth of-ordainer born

in betleme hwapre in bocum ne cwid
in  Bethlehem bowever  in books not  it-says

pzt hy in hwitum par hreglum odywden-

that  they in white there garments appeared-

in pa «pelan tid swa hie eft dydon- 455
in  the noble  time as  they afterward did-

da se brega mara- to bethania

when the  prince  great- to Bethany

peoden prym-feest his pegna gedryht

prince majesty-fast his  of-thanes  company

geladade leof weorud hy pazs lareowes

summoned — dear band they  of-that teacher

on pam wil-dege word ne gehyrwdon

on the desire-day word  not despised

hyra sinc-giefan sona wxron gearwe 460
Of-_tbeir trfﬂSurE'giU@r at-once tbe_y—were read_y

hxled mid hlaford to pxre halgan byrg

beroes with lord to the holy city

pxr him tacna fela tires brytta

where  to-them  of-signs many of-glory  dispenser

onwrah wuldres helm word-gerynum

revealed of-glory  protector with-word-mysteries

@rpon up-stige an-cenned sunu

before ascended only-begotten son

efen-ece bearn agnum fader 465
co-eternal child to-own  father
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paxs ymb feowertig

pe he of foldan ar

afier  abour  forty which be from  earth  before
from deade aras dagena rimes:

from  death  rose of-days  of-number-

hxfde pa gefylled swa xr biforan sungon
bad  then  fulilled as  before beforcband  sang
witgena word geond woruld innan

of-prophets  word
purh his prowinga
through  bis sufferings

lufedun leof-wendum

loved with-loving-hearts
feder frum-sceafta he
father of-first-creations be
leofum gesipum lean
to-dear companions reward

and pzxt word acwzd

and  that  word

spoke
gefysed fréa mihtig

ready lord mighty

gefeod ge on ferdde
rejoice you in spirit
ac ic lufan symle
but I

love ever

and eow meaht giefe

and to—you power I—give

awo to ealdre

ever  to so-that

ﬂg@
purh gife mine

through grace  mine

throughout

thanes

to fader

leste

will-keep  roward

[0‘}1014

world within

pegnas heredon-

praised-

lifes agend
of-life

owner
him faxgre pzxs
to-them  fairly  for-that
xfter geaf

after
waldend engla

gave

ruler

of-angels

rice

for of-father kingdom

nxfre ic from-hweorfe

never I depart
wid eowic
you

and mid-wunige

and with-remain

pxt eow xfre ne bid

ever  not is

godes onsien

of-good

lack-
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Farad nu geond ealne- yrmenne grund-
Go now  throughout all- spacious earth-
geond  wid-wegas- weoredum  cydad-
throughout  wide-ways- to-hosts make-known-
bodiad and bremad- beorhtne geleafan-
preach and  proclaim- bright faith-
and fulwiad folc under roderum-

and baptize people  under heavens-
hweorfad to heofonum- hergas breotap-
turn to beavens- idol-temples break-

fyllad and feogad- feond-scype dweascad-

fell and hate- enmity quench-
sibbe sawad- on sefan manna-

peace sow- in  minds  of-men-

purh meahta sped- ic eow mid-wunige-
through  of-powers  abundance- I with-you remain-
ford on frofre- and eow fride healde-
forth  in comfort- and  you in-peace  will-hold-
strengdu  stapol-festre- on stowa gehware:
with-strength ~ more-steadfast- in  places in-each-
da weard semninga sweg on lyfte:

then  became suddenly sound  in air-

hlud gehyred- heofon-engla preat-

loud heard- of-heaven-angels troop-
weorud wlite-scyne- wuldres  aras
band beauty-bright- of-glory  messengers-
cwomun on cordre cyning ure gewat:
came in  company- king our  departed-

purh pzs temples hrof pzr hy to-segun-
through of-the  temple roof- where they  looked-on-

45

490

495



CHRIST AND GUTHLAC

pa bpe leofes pa gen- last weardedun-
those  who of-beloved  then  still- track kept-
on pam ping-stede- pegnas gecorene-

in the  meeting-place- thanes chosen-

gesegon hi on heahpu- hlaford stigan-

saw they into beights- lord ascend-

god-bearn of grundum- him was geomor sefa:
god-child from depths- to-them  was sad heart-
hat zt heortan- hyge murnende-

hot  at beart- mind mourning:

pxs pe hi swa leofne- leng ne mostun-

because that they  so  dear-one- longer  not might-

geseon under swegle: song 4hofun-

see under sky- song  they-raised-

aras ufan-cunde- xpeling heredun-

messengers from-above- prince they-praised-

lofedun lif-fruman- leohte gefegun-

praised life-source- in-light rejoiced-

pe of pzs hzlendes- heafelan lixte-

which from ofthe  savior- bead  shone

gesegon hy =xl-beorhte- englas twegen-

saw they all-bright- angels two-

fegre ymb pzt frum-bearn- fretwum  blican:
fair about  that first-child- with-adornments  gleam-

cyninga wuldor- cleopedon of heahpu-

of-kings glory- they-called  from beight-
wordum wretlicum- ofer wera mengu-
with-words wondrous- over  of-men  multitude-
beorhtan reorde- hwat bidad ge
with-bright voice- what await  you
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galilesce- guman on hwearfte:

Galilean- men in circle-

Nu ge sweotule geseod- sodne dryhten-
Now you  clearly e true lord-
on swegl faran- sigores agend-

into sky g0 of-victory  owner-

wile up heonan- eard gestigan-

he-will - up hence- dwelling ascend-
xpelinga ord- mid pas engla gedryht 515
of-princes chief- with  this  of-angels  company-
ealra folca fruma- feder epel-stoll

of-all  peoples  origin- to-father  home-seat

VII - THE GATES OF THE CITY

The angels tell the watching disciples that they mean to bear their lord over the
roofs of heaven to the bright city, and that be will come again to judge every deed.
Christ takes bis seat at the Father’s right hand, while the men go back to Jerusalem
weeping. The angels call to the beavenly city to open its gates to the king who
bas stripped bell of its tribute and led out the greatest of spoils, and the section
ends with the choice set before every living man.

we mid pyslice: preate willad-
we with  such-like- troop will-
ofer heofona gehlidu- hlaford fergan-

over  of-heavens roofs lord bear-

to pzre beorhtan byrg: mid pas blidan gedryt

to the bright city- with  this  joyful company-
ealra sige-bearna- pat seleste: 520
of-all  victory-children- that best-
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and xpeleste-

and noblest-

and in frofre geseod-

and in  comfort see with-adornments  gleam-
wile eft swa-peah- eorfan megde-

be-will again  nevertheless- of-earth peoples-

sylfa gesecan- side  herge-

himself visit- with-broad  host-

and ponne gedeman- dada gehwylce-

and then Jjudge- of~deeds each-

para Je gefremedon: folc under roderum-
of-those  which performed- peoples  under beavens-
da waxs wuldres weard- wolcnum  bifen-
then was  ofglory  guardian- by-clouds  enveloped-
heah-engla cyning: ofer hrofas upp-
of-archangels king- over roofs up-

haligra  helm- hyht was geniwad-
of-holy-ones  protector- hope  was renewed-

blis in burgum- purh pazs beornes cyme:
joy  in cities- through of-the  warrior  coming-

gesxt sige-hremig:

sat victory-exulting:

ece ead-fruma-
bliss-source-

him pa

then

eternal
gewitan
departed themselves
hxled hyge-rofe-
beroes mind-brave-

geomor-mode-

sad-minded-

which  you

whence
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pe ge her onstariad-

here  gaze-upon-

fretwum  blican-

on pa swipran hand-

on the right band-

agnum fxder

to-own  father-
gongan- to hierusalem-
to-go- to Jerusalem-

in da halgan burg:

into  the holy city-

ponan hy god nyhst

they  god last-
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up-stigende- eagum
ascending: with-eyes
hyra wil-gifan- par
their Joy-giver- there

torne  bitolden-

CHRIST

segun-
saw-
waxs wopes hring:

was  of-weeping  sound-

waxs seo treow lufu:

with-grief  covered- was  the  faithful  love-

hat =t heortan-

hreder innan weoll:

hot  ar heart- breast within ~ welled-

beorn breost-sefa
burned breast-mind-

pegnas prym-fulle-
thanes majesty~full-
in pzre torhtan byrig:

in the bright city-

swa him sylf bibead-

as to-them  himself commanded-

xr pon up-stige:
before  that  ascended-
on heofona gehyld
into  of-heavens  keeping
eorla  ead-giefan-
of-warriors  to-bliss-giver-
dxt is wel cweden:
thar  is  well said-
pxt him al-beorhte
that  to-him all-bright
in pa halgan td-
in  the holy time-
sigan  on swegle-

descending  in sky-

bidon ealle per-

waited all there-

peodnes gehata-
of-prince  of-promises-
tyn niht pa-gen-
ten  nights still-
swegles agend-
of-sky owner-
ealles waldend-
of-all ruler-
hwite cwoman-
white came-
englas to-geanes-
angels towards-
swa gewritu secgad-
as writings say-
englas togeanes-
angels towards-
heapum cwoman-

in-troops came-

pa wzs symbla mast

then — was — of-feasts  greatest-
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geworden in wuldre-
made in glory-
pxt to pare blisse:
the

that  to bliss-

in pas peodnes burg:

into  of-the prince city-
weorud wlite-scyne-
band beauty-bright-

on heah-setle:

well

brightly

thanes

saw

wel pzt gedafenad

that befits-

beorhte gewerede-

clothed-

pegnas cwoman-

came-

gesegon wil-cuman-

welcome-one-

heofones waldend-

on high-seat- of-heaven ruler-
folca  feorh-giefan- fretwum  ealles waldend
of-peoples life-giver- with-adornments  of-all ruler

middan-geardes

of-middle-earth and
hafad nu se halga

has now the holy-one bell
calles pas gafoles pe
of-all that  tribute which

in pzt orlege
strife

nu sind forcumene

in  that unrightly

now  are overcome and
gehynde and gehzfte in
bumbled and captive in
dugupum bidzled deofla
of-benefiis deprived of-devils

ne meahtan wiper-brogan
could

not adversaries

wxpna wyrpum

of-weapons  with-casts

after

she

and magen-prymmes
of-might-majesty
helle bireafod

bereft

hi gear-dagum

in-year-days

unryhte swealg:

:wallawed-

and in cwic-susle

in  living-torment
helle grund
of-hell  abyss
Cempan
champions

wige spowan

in-war  succeed

sippan wuldres cyning

of~glory king
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heofon-rices helm

of-heaven-kingdom  protector

wip his eald-feondum
old-foes

pxr he of hafte ahlod

against  his

where  be  from captivity

of feonda byrig
from  offoes  city
pisne ilcan preat
this same  troop
wile nu gesecan
will now visit
gasta gief-stol
of-spirits  gifi-throne
xfter gud-plegan
after war-play

hwzt se hlaford is

what the lord
nu ge from-lice
now you  boldly
gongad glad-mode
20 glad-minded
wile into eow
will into  you
cyning on ceastre
king into city
fyrn-weorca fruma
of-ancient-works  origin
in dreama dream

into  ofjoys Joy

is

CHRIST

hilde gefremede
battle waged
anes meahtum
of-one  with-powers
hupa maste:
led-out of=spoils  greatest
folces unrim-
of-people  countless-number-
pe ge her on-stariad
which you here  gaze-upon
sawla nergend
of-souls savior
godes agen bearn
of-god  own child
nu ge geare cunnon
now you clearly know
se pisne here leded
who  this bost leads
freondum to-geanes
to-friends towards
geatu ontynad-
gﬂ[ef OPen'
ealles waldend
of-all ruler
cordre ne lytle
with-company not  small
folc gelzdan
people lead
de he on deoflum genom

which  he  from devils took
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purh his sylfes sygor

through  bis own

victory

englum and ldum

sib sceal gemane

p@ﬂfe

shall

common

a4 ford heonan

to-angels and  to-men ever  forth hence
wesan wide-ferh- wxr is zt-somne
be for-ever- covenant is together

godes and monna

ofgod  and  of-men
lufu lifes hyht

love  oflife  hope and
hwet we ni gehyrdan
lo we now  have-heard
purh his hyder-cyme

through  bis  bither-coming
gefreode and gefreopade
freed

mare meotudes sunu

and protected

glorious  of-ordainer son

cwic pendan her wunat

while
helle hienpu
of-hell
pxt leohte leoht

that

bere

living
swa

either bumiliation

sSwa

either bright light

swa prymmes prace

either press

of-majesty
swa

either  with lord Joy-

swa wite mid wrapum

either torment  with  hostile-ones

he-remains

mid dryhten dream-

spirit-holy

of-all

hals

salvation  again

gast-halig treow

faith

and ealles leohtes gefea-

light Jjoy-
hu pazt hzlu-bearn
salvation-child

how  that

eft forgeaf
gave
folc under wolcnum

under clouds

people

pzt nu monna gehwylc

N

or

that now  of-men each

geceosan mot

choose may

swa heofones marpu

of-heaven glory

swa Oa lapan niht

or

the  hateful  night

Swa brystra wrxce:

or

of-darknesses  misery-

swa mid deoflum hream-

or with devils clamor-

swa wuldor mid arum

or with  gracious-ones

glory
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swa lif swa dead swa him leofre bid

either life  or  death as  to-him  dearer is

to gefremmanne penden flesc and gast
to perform while flesh  and  spirit
wuniad in worulde wuldor bas age

dwell in world glory of-thar  may-have
prynysse prym ponc butan ende

of-trinity majesty thanks  withour  end

VIII - THE GIFTS OF MEN

God gives food, wealth, mild weather, sun and moon, dew and rain, and above
all the salvation won at the ascension. The poet recalls Job, who called the son
of God a bird; the Jews could not perceive him, and the bird’s flight was hidden
from bis foes on earth. Then the gifts are counted: eloquence, song, the harp, the
law, the stars’ courses, writing, success in battle, seamanship, smithcraft. No one
is given them all, lest pride barm bim.

dxt is pxs wyrde pxtte wer-peode

that  is of-that  worthy that nations

secgen dryhtne ponc duguda gehwylcre

should-say ~ to-lord thanks of-benefits for-each
pe us si0 and r simle gefremede
which  to-us late and  early ever he-performed
purh monig-fealdra magna geryno-
through of-manifold powers  mysteries-

he us &t giefed and «hta sped

he  to-us food  gives and  of-possessions abundance
welan ofer wid-lond and weder lipe
wealth over  wide-land and  weather  mild
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under swegles hleo sunne and mona
under of~sky shelter sun and  moon
xpelast tungla eallum scinad
noblest of-stars to-all shine
heofon-condelle hzlepum on eordan
beaven-candles to-heroes on earth
dreosed deaw and ren dugude weccap
falls dew  and  rain benefit  they-waken
610 to feorh-nere fira cynne
for  life-sustenance of-men  to-race
iecad eord-welan- pxs we ealles sculon
increase  earth-wealth- of-thar  we  of-all must
secgan ponc and lof- peodne ussum-
say thanks  and  praise- to-prince our
and huru pazre hzlo- pe he us to hyhte forgeaf
and  indeed of-thar salvation- which  he to-us for  hope granted-

0a he pa yrmdu- eft-oncyrde

when he those  miseries- turned-back
615 =t [h]is up-stige: pe we ar drugon
at bis ascension- which  we  before  endured

and gepingade peod-buendum-

and interceded for-nation-dwellers-

wid feder swasne fehpa maste

with  father own of-feuds  greatest

cyning an-boren cwide eft-onhwearf

king only-begotten sentence reversed

saulum to sibbe se pe xr sungen [wzs]

to-souls for  peace that  which  before sung [was]
620 purh yrne hyge: xldum to sorge

through angry — mind- to-men  for  sorrow-
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Ic pec ofer eordan geworhte: on pzre pu scealt yrmpum lifgan-

I thee over  earth made- on  which thou shalt  in-miseries live-
wunian in gewinne and wrxce dreogan

dwell in e and  misery  endure

feondum to hropor fus-leod galan

to-foes for  comfort death-song sing

and to pare ilcan scealt eft geweorpan

and  to the same  thou-shalt again become

wyrmum aweallen ponan wites fyr 625
with-worms swarming whence  of-torment  fire

of pare eordan scealt eft gesecan-

from  the earth thou-shalt again seek-

Hwzt s pis se xpeling yore  gefremede

Lo to-us this the  prince more-easily  performed

pa he leébmum onfeng: and licchoman

when  he limbs received- and body

monnes magu-tudre- sippan meotodes sunu

of-man of-offspring: after of-ordainer son

engla  epel upgestigan 630
of-angels  homeland- ascend

wolde weoroda god- Uus se willa bicwom

would of-hosts god- to-us that  desire came

heanum to helpe on pa halgan tid-

to-lowly for  help in  the holy time-

bi pon giedd awrzc iob swa he cude

about  that song uttered Job  as  he  knew

herede helm wera hzlend lofede

praised protector  of-men savior lauded

and mid sib-lufan sunu waldendes 635
and  with  peace-love oon of-ruler
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freo-noman cende and hine fugel nemde
free-name declared and  him bird named
pone iudeas- ongietan ne meahtan-
whom Jews- perceive not could-
in dzre god-cundan gastes strengdu
in the divine of-spirit strength
was pas fugles flyht feondum on eorpan-
was  of-thar  bird flight to-foes on earth-
640 dyrne and degol- pam pe deorc  gewit
secret and  hidden- to-those who  dark  understanding
hxfdon on hrepre heortan stznne-
bad in breast beart stony-
noldan hi pa torhtan tacen oncnawan-
would-not  they those  bright- signs acknowledge-
pe him beforan fremede. freo-bearn godes-
which  them before performed. free-child of-god-
monig mis-lic: geond middan-geard
many various- throughout middle-earth
645 swa se fxla fugel flyges cunnode-
50 the faithful  bird- of-flight ~ made-trial-
hwilum engla eard- up gesohte
at-times of-angels  dwelling- up sought-
modig meahtum strang: pone maran ham-
brave in-powers strong: that  greater  home-
hwilum he to eorpan eft gestylde-
at-times he to earth again darted-
purh gastes giefe grund-sceat sohte-
through  of-spirit  grace earth-region sought-
650 wende to worulde bi pon se witga song:
turned to world abour  that the propher  sang-
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he was upp-hafen
he was up-raised
in his pa miclan-
in  bis that  grear

heah and halig
high and holy

ne meahtan pa pas fugles:

CHRIST

engla fedmum
of-angels  in-embraces
meahta spede-
of-powers  abundance-
ofer heofona prym-
over  of-heavens  majesty-

flyht gecnawan-

not could they of-that  bird- flight know-

pe pzs up-stiges

who of-that  ascension

and pzxt ne gelyfdon

and  that not believed

in monnes hiw

in of-man  form
halig from hrusan
holy from earth
da us geweordade
then  us honored
godes gaxst-sunu
of-god spirit-son
uppe mid englum

above with angels

and eac monig-fealde

and  also manifold
seow and sette
sowed and set
Sumum word-lape

To-one word-eloquence

on his modes gemynd

into  his  of-mind thought

and-szc fremedon
denial made
pztte liffruma
that life-source
ofer magna prym
over  of-hosts  majesty
ahafen wurde-
raised became-
se pas world gescop
be-who  this  world shaped
and us giefe sealde
and  to-us  gifts gave
ece stapelas
eternal  foundations
modes snyttru
of-mind  wisdom

geond sefan monna

throughout  minds of-men-

wise sended

wise  he-sends

purh his mupes gzst
through ~ his  of-mouth  spirit
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xpele

noble

andgiet:
understanding-

Singan and Secgan
and

sing say

ferde-
spirit-
hzlepum

heroes

bifolen on

committed  in

hlude fore

loudly — before

gleo-beam gretan-

glee-wood touch-

reccan ryhte &-

expound  rightly  law-

secgan side gesceaft:

tell wide creation-
word-cwide writan-

word-speech write

giefed =t gupe
be-gives in  bartle
ofer scild-hreadan

over shield-covers

flacor flan-geweorc:
flying arrow-work-
ofer sealtne sz
salt

over sea

hreran holm-przce-
stir ocean-tumult-
stxzlgne gestigan-
steep climb-

wxpen gewyrcan:

weapon make-
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se mag cal fela-

bhe  can all  much-
pam bid snyttru creft
wobim s ofwisdom  shill
Sum mzg fingrum wel:
One can  with-fingers  well-
hearpan stirgan-
harp stir-

Sum mzg god-cunde-

One divine-

can

Sum mag ryne tungla-

One can course of—xmrx~

Sum mzg searolice

One can skillfully

Sumum wiges sped-

To-one of—war success+

ponne gar-getrum

when spear-troop

sceotend sendad

shooters send

Sum mag fromlice

One can boldly

sund-wudu drifan

sea-wood drive

Sum mag heanne beam

One can high tree

Sum mag styled sweord-

One can steeled sword-

Sum con wonga blgong

One  knows  of-plains extent-
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wegas wid-gielle swa se waldend us

ways wide-spread so  the ruler to-us

god-bearn on grundum his giefe bryttad-

god-child on carth bis  gifis  dispenses
Nyle he zngum anum- ealle gesyllan
Will-not ~ he to-any one- all give
gastes snyttru py les him gielp sceppe
of-spirit wisdom by-that  less  to-him  pride  may-harm
purh his anes craft ofer opre ford

through  his  of-one  skill over  others  forth

IX + THE SIX LEAPS

The prophet saw the gems of heaven raised, the sun and moon, which are God and
bis church. Solomon sang that the king of angels would leap upon the mountains,
and the poet counts the leaps: into the maiden, into the manger, onto the cross,
into the tomb, down into hell where e bound its king, and up into beaven. As
Christ sprang from height to beight, men must leap in the thoughts of their hearts
from strength to strength. It ends with the guard against the tempter’s arrows

and a prayer to the Father, the Son, and the Spirit.

dus god meahtig geofum un-hneawum-
thus  god mighty with-gifts ungrudging-
cyning  al-wihta- creftum weordap-
king of-all-creatures- with-powers honors-

eorpan tuddor swylce eadgum bled

of-earth offspring likewise  to-blessed  prosperity
seled on swegle sibbe rxrep

gives in sky peace raises

ece to ealdre engla and monna
eternal  to age of-angels and ~ of-men
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swa he his weorc weorpad- bi pon se witga cwxd
as he  bis work honors- abour  that  the  propher said
pxt a-hzfen weren halge gimmas

that up-raised were holy gems

hzdre heofon-tungol healice upp-

bright beaven-star loftily up-
sunne and mona- hwat sindan pa
sun and  moon- what are those
695 gimmas swa scyne buton god sylfa
gems 50 bright but god  himself
he is se sod-festa: sunnan leoma
he is the  truth-fast of-sun radiance
englum and eord-warum xpele scima
to-angels and  to-earth-dwellers noble  brightness
ofer middan-geard mona lixed
over middle-earth moon  shines
gast-lic tungol swa seo godes circe
spiritual star as  the  of-god  church
700  purh gesomninga- sodes and ryhtes
through assemblies- of-truth and  of-right
beorhte bliced swa hit on bocum cwip
brightly gleams as it in books says
sippan of grundum god-bearn 4-stag:
after from depths god-child ascended-
cyning clenra gehweas pa seo circe hér
king of-pure of-each then the  church  here-

&-fyllendra eaht-nysse bad-

of-law-fulfillers persecution  endured-
705 under hxpenra- hyrda gewealdum
under of-heathen- keepers powers
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pzr da syn-sceadan sopes ne giemdon
where  those sin-ravagers of-truth  not beeded
gastes pearfe ac hi godes tempel
of-spirit need but they  of-god temple
bracan and barndon blod-gyte worhtan
broke and burned blood-shed wrought

feodan and fyldon hwapre ford bicwom
hated and  felled however  forth came

purh gazstes giefe: godes pegna bled

through  of-spirit  grace- of-god  of-thanes  glory
xfter up-stige ecan dryhtnes

after ascension of-eternal lord-

bi pon salomon song sunu dauipes
about  that  Solomon sang: son of-David
giedda gearO'SnottOr' gxst-gerynum

of-songs ready-wise- with-spirit-mysteries
waldend wer-peoda and pzt word acwad
ruler of-nations and  that  word spoke
cud paxt geweorded pxtte cyning engla
known  that becomes that king  of-angels
meotud meahtum swid munt gestylled
ordainer in-powers  strong mountain  will-spring

gehleaped hea-dune hyllas and cnollas-

will-leap high-downs hills and knolls-
bewrid mid his wuldre: woruld alysed
encircles with  his glory- world redeems

ealle eord-buend purh pone =«pelan styll-

all earth-dwellers through  the noble leap-
was se forma hlyp pa he on fzmnan astag
was the  first leap when he into  maiden  descended
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maged un-mzle and pzr mennisc hiw
maiden unstained and  there buman form
onfeng butan firenum pxt to frofre geweard
received without sins that  for comfort  became
eallum eord-warum was se oper stiell

to-all earth-dwellers was  the second  leap
bearnes gebyrda- pa he in binne wes
of-child birth- when be in  manger  was

in cildes hiw clapum bewunden

in  of-child  form in-clothes wound

ealra prymma prym was se pridda hlyp

of-all glories glory was  the third leap
rodor-cyninges rxs pa he on rode astag
of-heaven-king rush when  bhe on  rood mounted
feder frofre gast wxs se feorda stiell
father  of-comfort  spirit was  the  fourth leap

in byrgenne pa he pone beam ofgeaf

into tomb when he  that tree  gave-up

fold-zrne fast was se fifta hlyp
in-earth-house  fast was  the  fifth leap

pa he hell-warena heap forbygde

when  be  of-hell-dwellers host bumbled
in cwic-susle cyning inne gebond
in  living-torment king within ~ bound
feonda fore-sprecan fyrnum teagum
of-fiends advocate with-fiery chains

grom-hydigne pxr he gen liged

fierce-minded where  he  still lies
in carcerne clommum gefestnad
in prison with-fetters fastened
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synnum geszled-
with-sins bound-
haliges hyht-plega
of-holy-one  hope-play
on his eald-cydde
into  his old-home
on pa halgan tid
in the  holy time

wynnum geworden

CHRIST

was se siexta hlyp

was  the  sixth leap

pa he to heofonum astag
when he to beavens ascended
pa wzs engla preat

then  was  of-angels  troop
hleahtre blipe

with-laughter  glad

gesawan wuldres prym

with-joys made they-saw of-glory  majesty
xpelinga ord eples neosan
of-princes chief homeland ~ to-seek

beorhtra bolda
of-bright dwellings
eadgum ece gefea:

to-blessed eternal  joy-

pus her on grundum

thus ~ here  on grounds

ofer heah hleopu
over high slopes

modig «fter muntum

brave along  mountains

heortan gehygdum
of-heart with-thoughts

of magne in magen:

from  strength  into  strength-

pzt we to pam hyhstan

pa weard burg-warum-

then  became  to-city-dwellers-

xpelinges plega
of-prince play
godes ece bearn
ofgod eternal  child
hlypum stylde
with-leaps  sprang
swa we men sculon
N4 we men must
hlypum styllan
with-leaps  spring
merpum tilgan
for-glories strive

hrofe gestigan

that  we to  the highest roof  may-ascend

halgum weorcum

by-holy works

pxr is hyht and blis
where is  hope  and  joy
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gepungen pegn-weorud is us pearf micel
excellent thane-host is  to-us  need great
pzt we mid heortan hzlo secen-

that  we  with beart salvation  may-seek-

pxr we mid gaste georne gelyfad

where we  with  spirit earnestly believe

pxt pzt hxlo-bearn heonan up-stige

that  that  salvation-child hence ascended

mid usse licchoman lifgende god

with our body living god

forpon we a sculon idle lustas

therefore  we  ever must idle  desires
syn-wunde forseon and pas sellran gefeon
sin-wounds despise and  of-thar  better rejoice
habbad we wus to frofre feder on roderum
bave we to-us for comfort father  in beavens
xlmeahtigne he his 4aras ponan

almighty he  bis  messengers  thence

halig of heahdu hider onsended

holy  from  height hither sends

pa us gescildap wid sceppendra

who  us shield against of-injurers

eglum earh-farum pi les un-holdan-
dread arrow-flights by-that  less hostile-ones:
wunde gewyrcen ponne wroht-bora

wound may-work when strife-bearer

in folc godes ford onsended

into  people  of-god forth sends

of his bragd-bogan biterne strezl

from  his guile-bow bitter arrow
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forpon we faste sculon

therefore  we  firmly must

symle warlice-

CHRIST

against  the sudden-shot

wearde healdan

ever warily- watch hold
py laxs se attres ord in-gebuge
by-that  less  the of-poison  point bend-in

biter bord-gelac

under ban-locan

bitter shield-play under  bone-enclosure

feonda fazr-searo

of-fiends  sudden-cunning

blatast benna

pxt bid frecne wund

that  is  dangerous  wound

utan us beorgan ba

most-livid  of-wounds let-us  us protect then

penden we on eordan
while we on earth
utan us to fader
let-us  us from  father
biddan bearn godes
pray child of-god
pat he us gescilde

eard weardigen
duelling  guard
freopa wilnian
of-peace ask
and pone blidan gast

and  that  gracious  spirit

wid sceapan wxpnum-

that ~ he us  may-shield against of-foe weapons-
lapra lyge-searwum se us lif forgeaf
of-hateful-ones lying-wiles who to-us life gave

leomu lic and gezst
limbs body and  spirit-
purh woruld worulda-

through world of-worlds-

si him lof symle

be to-him praise  ever

wuldor on heofnum

glory in heavens
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X + THE SIGNATURE IN RUNES

No man on earth need fear the devil’s shafts if God shields him, but the day of
judgment is near and each will be paid as be has earned. The poet says he fears

the sterner doom, having not kept well what his savior commanded. Here be sets

bis name in runes: the bold one shall tremble, joy and wealth shall be taken, and

earth’s adornments burn. He will teach each dear one not to neglect the soul’s need,

and closes with the voyage over cold water to the bharbor beaven’s ruler opened.

ne pearf him ondrxdan

not  needs  to-him
xnig on eordan
any on @ﬂrtb
gromra  gar-fare
of-fierce-ones  spear-course

duguda dryhten
of-hosts lord

pxt we gelice sceolon

that  we alike shall

swa we wide feorh

as we  wide life

geond

throughout  wide earth

hi =t zrestan
bhow at first

in middan-geard
into middle-earth

in femnan fedm

into  of-maiden  bosom

halig of heahpu

holy from height

of-men

gif hine god scildep

is pam dome

sidne grund

of-powers

deofla strzlas
of-devils

arrows

xzlda cynnes

of-race
if  him  god shields
neah
that  judgment  near
leanum hleotan

rewards obtain
weorcum  hlédun
with-works heaped
us secgad bec

to-us say books

ead-mod astag-
humble

descended-

magna gold-hord

gold-hoard

freo bearn godes:
noble  child  of-god-
huru ic wene me:
indeed I  expect  for-myself-
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and eac ondrzde dém dy repran- 790
and  also dread- Jjudgment  the  sterner-

donne eft cymed engla peoden

when again  comes of-angels  prince

pe ic ne heold teala pxzt me hazlend min

because I not  kept well what to-me  savior mine

on bocum bibead ic pxs brogan sceal

in books  commanded I of-that  terror must

geseon syn-wrace pxs pe ic sod talge

see sin-vengeance of-that which I  true reckon

pxr monig beod on gemot lxded 795
where  many are into  assembly led

fore onsyne eces deman

before face of-eternal  judge

ponne Kk cwacad- gehyred cyning madlan

then torch [2]  quakes- bears king speak:

rodera ryhtend- sprecan repe word

of-heavens ruler- speak fierce  words

pam bpe him @r in worulde wace hyrdon

to-those who to-him before in world feebly obeyed

pendan N and + ypast meahtan 800
while bow [l and  need most-easily could

frofre findan par sceal forht monig

comfort find there  shall  fearful ~ many

on pam wong-stede werig bidan

on the plain-place weary wait

hwzt him =fter dedum deman wille

what to-him  after deeds adjudge  he-will

wrapra wita bip se P scxcen

of-cruel  torments is  the joy departed

67



805

810

CHRIST AND GUTHLAC

eorpan fretwa N was longe.

of-earth  adornments aurochs [7]  was long.

I flodum bilocen

lifwynna dal-

water  by-floods enclosed of-life-joys  portion-
¥ on foldan ponne freztwe sculon
wealth  on earth then adornments shall

byrnan on bzle

burn on

blac rasetted

pyre pale rages
recen reada leg repe scriped-
swift red  flame fierce glides-
geond woruld wide wongas hreosad
throughout ~ world wide Pplains fall
burg-stede berstad brond bid on tyhte
city-steads burst fire is in  course
xled eald-gestreon unmurnlice
burns old-treasure pitilessly

gasta gifrast pxt geo guman heoldan

of-spirits  greediest which  once men held

penden him on eorpan onmedla wzs:

while to-them on earth pomp was-
forpon ic leofra gehwone lzran wille
therefore I of-dear-ones each teach will

pxt he ne agzle

that ~ he not  neglect

ne on gylp geote

gastes pearfe
need

of-spirit
penden god wille

nor in  boasting  pour while god wills
pxt he her in worulde wunian mote
that  he  here in world dwell may

somed sipian

together  journey

soul  in

sawel in lice

body
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in pam gest-hofe scyle gumena gehwylc 820
in the  spirit-dwelling must of-men each

on his gear-dagum georne bipencan

in bis year-days earnestly consider

pxt us milde bicwom meahta waldend

that  to-us  mild came of-powers ruler

Xt xrestan purh pzs engles word-

ar first through of-the  angel word-

bid nu eorneste ponne eft cymed

is now earnest when  again  be-comes

rede and ryhtwis rodor bid onhrered 825
fierce  and  righteous beaven is stirred

and pas miclan gemetu middan-geardes

and  these  grear measures of-middle-earth

beheofiad- ponne beorht cyning leanad

lament- when bright king repays

pxzs pe hy on eorpan eargum dedum

for-thar  which they on earth with-wicked deeds

lifdon leahtrum fa- pzs hi longe sculon

lived with-sins  stained- for-that they  long must

ferd-werige onfon in fyr-bade 830
spirit-weary receive in  fire-bath

waxlmum biwrecene wrap-lic and-lean-

by-surges driven cruel requital-

ponne mzgna cyning on gemot cymed
when of-powers king to assembly  comes
prymma masta peod-egsa bid

of-glories greatest nation-terror  is

hlud gehyred bi heofon-woman

loud heard by heaven-uproar
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cwaniendra cirm cerge reotad
of-lamenting-ones  cry sorrowful  they-weep

fOre OnSyne €ces deman

before face of-eternal  judge

pa pe hyra weorcum wace truwiad
those who  in-their works feebly trust
Oxr bip od-ywed egsa mara

there s revealed terror  greater

ponne from frum-gesceape

than from first-creation

zfre on eordan par
ever on earth there

syn-wyrcendra

of-sin-workers in  the

leofra micle

dearer much than
paxr he hine sylfne

if b bim  sdf
behydan mage

hide might when
xpelinga ord eallum
of princes chief to-all
leofum ge ladum
to-dear and  to-hateful
peoda gehwylcre is
of-nations to-each is

pxt we gastes wlite
of-spirit

on pas gxsnan tid

that  we beauty

in this barren  time

ponne eall peos

reward

gefregen wurde
beard-of

was

bid xghwylcum

is to-each

on pa snudan tid

swift time
lene gesceaft
all this  transitory  creation
on pam sige-preate
in the victory-host

ponne herga fruma

of-hosts

demed
Jjudges

origin

lean after ryhte

after

us pearf micel

right

to-us  need great

@r pam gryre-brogan
before

that terror-dread

georne bipencen-

earnestly consider-
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Nu is pon gelicost swa we on lagu-flode
Now is to-that likest as-if  we  on water-flood
ofer cald water ceolum lidan

over  cold  water inships sail

geond sidne s& sund-hengestum

throughout  wide  sea with-sea-steeds

flod-wudu fergen is pxt frecne stream-
flood-wood we-drive is  that  perilous  current
yda  ofermzta pe we her on lacad
of-waves immense which  we  here on toss
geond pas wacan woruld windge holmas
throughout  this weak world windy seas
ofer deop gelad was se drohtad strong
over deep path was  the  condition hard
@r pon we to londe geliden hefdon
before  that  we  to land sailed bad
ofer hreone hrycg pa us help bicwom
over rough ridge then to-us  belp came

pxt us to hzlo hype geledde

which us to salvation barbor led
godes gxst-sunu and us giefe sealde
of-god spirit-son and  to-us  grace gave

pxt we oncnawan magun ofer ceoles bord

that  we know may over  of-ship  side
hwar we szlan sceolon sund-hengestas
where we  moor must sea-steeds
ealde yd-mearas ancrum faste

old wave-horses with-anchors  fast

utan us to pzre hyde hyht stapelian-
let-us  for-us to  the  harbor hope fix-
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da us gerymde rodera waldend

which  to-us opened of-heavens ruler

halge on heahpu pa he heofonum astag

holy in height when  he to-heavens  ascended

XI - THE DAY OF DOOM

The great day comes at midnight like a thief, and takes men unready. Angels blow
trumpets from the four corners of the earth and wake the whole race of men to
judgment. Christ bimself appears in the east, brighter than men can conceive,
sweet to the blessed and bitter to the guilty. Fire runs before the Lord, the heavens
burst, the sun turns to the color of blood, the moon falls, and the stars are beaten
from the sky; then the flame takes sea, earth, and beaven together.

donne mid fere
then with  terror
se micla dxg

the  great day

zt midre niht
at mid night
scire gesceafte
bright creation
peof prist-lice
thief  boldly

on sweartre niht
in black  might
semninga for-fehd
suddenly seizes
eorlas ungearwe

warriors unready

fold-buende
earth-dwellers
meahtan dryhtnes
of-mighty lord
magne bihlemed
with-power  will-strike
swa oft sceada fzcne
as ofien robber  crafiy
pe on pystre fared
who in  darknes  goes
sorg-lease hzled
wrrowfree  beroes
slepe gebundne
insleep  bound
yfles genzged

with-evil assails
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swa on syne beorg

50 on  Zion  mount

megen-folc micel
host-peaple
beorht and blipe
Joyful

great

and

bright

ponne from feowerum

then from

pam ytemestum
the

four

utmost
englas «l-beorhte
angels all-bright
byman on brehtme

trumpets  in clamor

hruse under hzlepum

earth under beroes

trume and torhte

firm
singad

and

bright

and swinsiap

sing and

eastan and westan

from-east  and  from-west

deade
death

weccad of
from

eall monna

waken
Cynn
all

of-men race
eges-lic of
from

sneome of

from

terrible the

quickly sleep

make-melody

pzre ealdan moldan

slepe py faxstan

the

CHRIST

somod up cymed

together  up comes
meotude getrywe
to-ordainer Jaithful

him weorped blaxd gifen-

to-them becomes glory  given-

foldan sceatum

of-earth regions
eorpan  rices
of-earth  of-kingdom

on efen blawad
blow

at once

beofad middan-geard

trembles middle-earth

hlydad tosomne

they-sound together

wid tungla gong

against  of-stars  course

supan and norpan

from-south and  from-north

ofer ealle gesceaft
all

over creation

dryht-gumena bearn
children

of-noble-men

to meotud-sceafte

to ordainer-decree

hatad hy upp-astandan
old

earth they-bid  them stand-up

pazr mon mazg sorgende folc

fast there  one may sorrowing  people
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890 gehyran hyge-geomor hearde gefysed

bear mind-sad sorely driven
cearum cwipende cwicra gewyrhtu
with-cares lamenting of-living deeds

forhte a-ferde pat bid fore-tacna mast
afraid terrified that s of-portents  greatest

para pe xr oppe sid xfre gewurde

of-those which early  or  late ever  came-to-be

monnum op-ywed par gemengde beod

to-men revealed there mingled are
895 onhzlo gelac engla and deofla
of-terror play of-angels and  of-devils
beorhtra and blacra weorped bega cyme
of-bright and  of-pale becomes  of-both  coming
hwitra and sweartra swa him is ham sceapen
of-white  and of-black as  to-them is  home shaped
ungelice englum and deoflum
unlike to-angels  and to-devils
ponne semninga on syne beorg
then suddenly on  Zion  mount
900 supan eastan sunnan leoma
from-south  from-east of-sun radiance
cymed of scyppende scynan leohtor
comes from creator to-shine  brighter
ponne hit men mzgen modum ahycgan
than it men can with-minds ~ conceive
beorhte blican ponne bearn godes
brightly to-gleam then child of-god

purh heofona gehleodu hider 0d-ywed
through  of-heavens ro0fs hither appears
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cymed wundorlic
comes wondrous
xpel-cyninges wlite
of-noble-king beawty
on sefan swete

in mind sweet
biter bealo-fullum
bitter to-baleful-ones
eadgum and earmum

to-blessed and  to-wretched
he bid pam godum
he is  to-the good
wlitig wynsumlic
beautiful winsome

on gefean feger
gy far
lufsum and lipe
lovely and  gentle

to sceawianne

CHRIST

cristes onsyn
of-Christ  face
eastan fram roderum

from-east  from heavens

sinum folce

to-his  people
gebleod wundrum-
tinged wondrously-
ungelice

unlike

gled-mod on gesihpe-

glad-minded in sight
weorude pam halgan-
to-host the holy-
freond and leoftl-
fiend  and  beloved-
leofum monnum

to-dear men

pone scynan wlite

to bebold that shining  beauty

wedne mid willum
gentle with Joys

magen-cyninges

waldendes cyme

of-ruler coming

pam pe him on mode @r

of-might-king to-those who to-him in  mind

wordum and weorcum

wel gecwemdun-

with-words ~ and  with-works well pleased-

he bid pam yflum
he is  to-the evil

to geseonne

eges-lic and grim-lic

terrible and grim

synnegum monnum

to behold to-sinful men
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920 pam pezr mid firenum cumad ford for-worhte

to-those  there  with sins come forth condemned

pxt mxg wites to wearninga pam pe hafad wisne gepoht

that  may  of-torment for warning to-him who  has wise thought
pxt se him eallunga owiht ne ondrzded

that  be to-himself  altogether anything  not dreads

se for Ozre onsyne egsan ne weorped

who before  the face of-terror not  becomes

forht on ferde ponne he frean gesihd

afraid  in  spirit when he  lord sees
925 ealra gesceafta andweardne faran
of-all creatures- present g0
mid mazgen-wundrum mongum to binge
with might-wonders to-many to  assembly
ond him on healfa gehwone heofon-engla preat
and  to-him on  of-sides each of-heaven-angels troop
ymb-utan farad xlbeorhtra scolu
around g0 of-all-bright band

hergas haligra heapum geneahhe

bosts of-holy-ones in-troops abundantly

930 dyned deop gesceaft and fore dryhtne fered

resounds  deep creation and  before lord goes
walm-fyra mast ofer widne grund
of-surging-fires  greatest over wide earth
hlemmed hata leg heofonas berstad

crashes hot  flame heavens burst

trume and torhte tungol of-hreosad

firm and  bright stars fall-down

ponne weorped sunne sweart gewended
then becomes sun black turned
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on blodes hiw seo Jde beorhte scin 935
into  of-blood  hue she  which  brightly shone

ofer @r-woruld zlda bearnum-

over  former-world of-men  to-children-

Mona pzt sylfe pe @r mon-cynne

Moon that  same which  before  to-mankind

nihtes lyhte niper gehreosed-

by-night  gave-light downward falls-

and steorran swa some stredad of heofone

and stars so  likewise scatter  from heaven

purh da strongan lyft stormum abeatne- 940
through  the strong air by-storms beaten-

Wile @lmihtig mid his engla gedryht

Will almighty with  his  of-angels  company
mzegen-cyninga meotod on gemot cuman
of-might-kings ordainer to  assembly come

prym-fest peoden bid par his pegna eac
majesty-fast prince is  there  his  of-thanes also

hrep-eadig heap halge sawle

glory-blessed host holy souls

mid hyra frean farad ponne folca weard 945
with  their lord g0 when  of-peoples  guardian

purh egsan prea eordan magde

through  of-terror  affliction of-earth  peoples

sylfa geseced weorped geond sidne grund

himself  will-seek becomes throughout  wide earth

hlud gehyred heofon-byman stefn

loud heard of-heaven-trumpet voice
and on seofon healfa swogad windas
and  on seven sides roar winds
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blawad brecende bearhtma mzste
blow breaking of~crashes greatest
weccad and woniad woruld mid storme:-
waken and  lay-waste world with storm-

fyllad mid feore foldan gesceafte-

fill with life of-earth creatures-
donne heard gebrec hlud {Un-mzte
then bard crash loud  immeasurable
swar and swidlic sweg-dynna mast
beavy  and violent of-sound-din greatest
xldum eges-lic eawed weorped

to-men terrible revealed becomes

pxr mzgen werge monna cynnes
where hosts accursed of-men of-race
wornum hweorfad on widne leg
in-crowds turn into  wide  flame
pa pzr cwice meted cwelmende fyr
those  there  living meets killing fire
sume up sume niper xldes fulle-
ome  up  some  down offire  full
ponne bid untweo pxt par adames-
then is  undoubted that  there  of-Adam-
cyn cearena full cwiped gesargad
race  of-sorrows  full laments grieved
nales fore lytlum leode geomre
not-at-all  for small people sad

ac fore pam mestan magen-earfepum.
but  for that greatest mighty-hardships.
donne eall preo on efen nimed

when all  three at  once takes
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won fyres walm wide tosomne 965
dark  of-fire surge widely together

se swearta lig ses mid hyra fiscum

the black flame seas  with  their Sfishes

eorpan mid hire beorgum and up-heofon

earth with ~ ber mountains and up-heaven

torhtne mid his tunglum teon-leg  somod

bright with  his stars destruction-flame  together

prypum bzrned preo eal on in

with-force burns three  all into one

grimme togzdre grornad gesargad 970
grimly together laments grieved

eal middan-geard on pa mzran tid

all middle-earth in the  grear  time

XII - THE FIRE

The greedy flame searches the whole earth, melting mountains, burning cities,
burning the sea like wax, and consuming every treasure men bave hoarded. Then
God comes to the great mountain with his angels, and the pure host shines about
bim while angels and sinners alike tremble. The dead rise from their graves in
the flesh, each carrying all that be did in the world; nothing is bidden from the
Jjudge, and the mind’s thoughts are as plain to him as deeds. The blessed come
gladly, bearing the beauty of their works.

swa se gifra gast grundas geond-seced
50 the  greedy  spirit depths searches-through
hipende leg heah-getimbro

ravaging  flame high-buildings

fylled on fold-wong fyres egsan

fells onto  earth-plain of-fire  with-terror
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wid-mare blzst woruld mid-ealle

wide-famed blast world altogether

hat heoro-gifre hreosad geneahhe

bot  fiercelygreedy falls  abundantly
to-brocene burg-weallas beorgas gemeltad
shattered city-walls mountains melt
and heah-cleofu pa wid holme wr

and high-cliffs which  against sea before
feste wid flodum foldan scedun

firm against  floods earth divided

stid and staxd-fast stapelas wid wage
stiff  and shore-fast foundations against  wave
watre windendum ponne wihta gehwylce
with-water winding then  of-creatures each

deora and fugla dead-leg nimed

of-beasts  and  of-birds death-flame takes

fared axfter foldan fyr-swearta leg

goes over earth fire-black flame
weallende wiga swa «r water fleowan
surging warrior as  before  waters flowed
flodas afysde- ponne on fyr-bade

floods driven- then in  fire-bath

swelad sx-fiscas sundes getwzfde

burn sea-fishes of-swimming  deprived

wag-deora gehwylc werig swelted

of-wave-beasts each weary dies

byrnep weater swa weax pxr bid wundra
burns water like wax there is  of-wonders
ponne hit znig on mode mage apencan
than it any in  mind can conceive
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hu pzt gestun and se storm

how  the crash and

brecad brade gesceaft

break broad
wepad wanende
weep waning
heane hyge-geomre

abject mind-sad

Seoped swearta leg
Seethes black flame

and gold-fretwe
and  gold-adornments
eall xr-gestreon
all ancient-treasure
dzr bid cirm and
there s cry and
gehreow and hlud
grief and  loud

earmlic xlda gedreag

wretched  of-men tumult

firen-dedum fah
with-crime-deeds  stained
leg-bryne losian
flame-burning  escape
Ac pzt fyr nimed
But  that  fire takes
grefed grim-lice
digs grimly
innan and utan

within and  without

creation

CHRIST

and seo stronge lyft
the  storm and  the strong air
beornas gretad
warriors cry-out
wergum  stefnum
with-weary voices
hreowum gedreahte-
with-sorrows afflicted-
synne on fordonum
sin in  ruined-ones
gleda forswelgad
embers devour
epel-cyninga-
of-homeland-kings-

cearu and cwicra gewin
care and  of-living  struggle
wop bi heofon-woman
weeping by bheaven-uproar

ponan znig ne mxg
thence any  not  can
frid gewinnan
Dpeace win
londes ower-
of-land  anywhere-
purh foldan gehwat
through  earth everything
georne aseced
eagerly  searches-out

eordan sceatas

of-earth regions

81

990

995

1000



1005

oppxt eall hafad

until all has

woruld-widles wom
of-world-filth stain

donne mihtig god

then mighty god

mid py mestan

with  the  greatest

heofon-engla cyning

king

of-heaven-angels
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zldes leoma
of-fire

wzlme forbzrned-

gleam

with-surge  burned-up-
on pone mzran beorg

onto  the great mount

magen-prymme cymed
might-majesty comes
halig scined

shines

holy

1010  wuldorlic ofer weredum waldende god-
glorious over bosts ruling god-
ond hine ymb-utan xpel-dugud betast
and bim around noble-host best
halge here-fedan hlutre blicad
holy war-bands brightly  gleam
eadig engla gedryht in-geponcum
blessed  of-angels  company in-thoughts
forhte beofiad fore fader egsan
afraid tremble before  of-father  terror
1015 forpon nis =xnig wundor hu him woruld-monna
therefore  nor-is  any wonder how  to-them of-world-men

seo unclene gecynd cearum sorgende

the unclean race with-cares  sorrowing

hearde ondrede: donne sio halge gecynd

dreads- when the holy race

sorely

hwit and heofon-beorht

white  and heaven-bright

for
before  the

dzre onsyne beod

face are

heag-engla magen
of-archangels host
afyrhte

egsan

with-terror  frightened
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bidad beofiende beorhte gesceafte 1020
wait trembling bright creatures

dryhtnes domes daga eges-licast

of-lord of-judgment of-days  most-terrible

weorped in worulde ponne wuldor-cyning

becomes in world when glory-king

purh prym pread peoda gehwylce

through  majesty  afflicts of-nations each

hated 4-risan reord-berende

bids arise speech-bearers

of fold-grafum folc anra gehwylc 1025
from earth-graves peaple  of-ones each

cuman to gemote- mon-cynnes gehwone

come to  assembly: of-mankind each

ponne eall hrade adames cynn

then all  quickly of-Adam race

onfehd flesce weorped fold-raste

receives flesh becomes earth-rest

eardes =zt ende sceal ponne anra gehwylc

of-dwelling at  end shall then of-ones each

fore cristes cyme cwic arisan 1030
before  of-Christ  coming living arise

leodum onfon and lic-homan

limbs receive and body

ed-geong wesan hafad eall on him

young-again be bas all  on  him

pxs pe he on foldan in fyrn-dagum

of-thar  which he  on earth in ancient-days

godes oppe gales on his gaste gehlod

of-good or  of-wanton in  his  spirit heaped
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1040

1045

geara gongum
of-years  with-courses
lic and sawle

body and

soul

CHRIST AND GUTHLAC

sinra weorca wlite

works

of-his

hafad =xt-gedre bl

has together both

sceal on leoht cuman

must  into  light come
and worda gemynd
and  of-words  memory

beauty

and heortan gehygd

and

of-heart

thought

Ponne bip geyced

Then is

increased

mon-cyn purh meotud

mankind through

ordainer

dryht-folc to dome

noble-people
to-lesed lif-fruma

life-author

loosens

to  judgment

fore heofona cyning:
before

of-heavens

king-

and geedniwad

and renewed

micel arised

arises

gTeﬂf
sippan deapes bend

after of-death  bond

lyft bid onbzrned

air is

hreosad heofon-steorran

fall
gifre glede
greedy  embers
on ecne eard

into eternal  dwelling

ofer middan-geard

middle-earth

over

ne magun hord
hoard

not can

fore waldende
before

ruler

ne sindon him

not are to-him

beaven-stars

spirits

kindled
hypad wide

they-ravage  widely

gastas hweorfad

turn

opene weorpad

DPE n

wera

of-men

become

monna dzde-

of-men deeds-
heortan gepohtas

of-heart thoughts

wihte bemipan-

at-all conceal-
dxda dyrne ac paxr bid dryhtne cud
deeds secret but  there  is to-lord  known
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on pam miclan dxge hu monna gehwylc 1050
on the great day how  of-men each

x&r earnode eces lifes

before  earned of-eternal  life

and eall andweard pxt hi xr oppe sid

and all present whar  they early  or late

worhtun in worulde- ne bid paxr wiht for-holen

wrought in world- not is  there anything  concealed

monna gehygda ac se mzxra dzg

of-men of-thoughts but the  great day

hreper-locena hord heortan gepohtas 1055
of-breast-enclosures  hoard of-heart thoughts

ealle axtywed xr sceal gepencan

all reveals before  must consider

gastes pearfe sepe gode mynted

of-spirit need be-who  to-god  intends

bringan beorhtne wlite ponne bryne costad

bring bright beauty when  burning tries

hat heoru-gifre hu gehealdne sind

hot  fiercely-greedy how kept are

sawle wid synnum fore sige-deman- 1060
souls against sins before  victory-judge-

donne sio byman stefen and se beorhta segn

when the  of-trumpetr  voice and the  bright sign

and pzt hate fyr and seo héa dugud

and the hot  fire and  the  high host
and se engla prym and se egsan prea
and  the of-angels majesty and  the of-terror affliction
and se hearda dag and seo hea rod
and  the bard day and  the  high rood
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ryht  arered

straight  raised

folc-dryht wera
people-host of-men
sawla gehwylce
of souls

each

on licchoman

of-kingdom  for
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rices to beacne
sign
biforan bonnad
before summons

pe sid oppe wxr
of-those  which

para

late or  early

leopum onfengen-

in body limbs received-
donne weoroda maest fore waldende
then of-hosts  greatest before ruler
ece and ed-geong andweard gxd
eternal  and  young-again present goes

neode and nyde

by-desire  and  by-need

berad breosta hord

bi noman gehatne
called

by  name

fore bearn godes

they-bear  of-breasts  hoard before  child of-god
feores fretwe wile feder eahtan
of-life adornments will  father weigh

hu gesunde suna sawle bringen

how sound sons souls  may-bring

of pam edle pe hi on lifdon
from  the  homeland which  they in lived-

donne beod bealde:

then are bold-

meotude bringad
to-ordainer bring
swide geselig-lic
blessed

very

pa pe beorhtne wlite

those  who bright beauty

bid hyra meaht and gefea

is their  power  and Jjoy

sawlum to gielde
for

to-souls reward
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wuldor-lean weorca wel is pam pe motun

glory-reward of-works well is  to-those who may

on pa grimman tid gode lician 1080
in  the grim time to-god  please

XIII - THE ROOD

The cross stands before all nations, drenched with the blood of the king of beaven,
shining over creation; it is a comfort to the saved and a terror to those who never
thanked him for it. They see the old wounds and the open gashes, the pierced hands
and feet, and the blood and water from bis side. The poet recalls the mockery, the
blows, and the crown of thorns, and how the dumb creation felt what men did
not: the sun darkened, the temple’s veil tore, the earth shook, and the dead rose.

pzr him sylfe geseod sorga maste

there  to-them  selves  they-see of-sorrows  greatest

syn-fa  men sarig-ferde-

sin-stained ~ men sad-hearted-

ne bid him to are pxt pzr fore ell-peodum
not is  to-them for grace that  there before  foreign-nations
usses dryhtnes rod andweard stonded

of-our lord rood present stands

beacna beorhtast blode bestemed 1085
of-beacons  brightest with-blood  drenched
heofon-cyninges hlutran dreore

of-heaven-king with-pure  gore

biseon mid swate pzt ofer side gesceaft

suffused with ~ sweat — which over  wide creation

scire scined sceadu beod bidyrned-

brightly  shines shadows are hidden-
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pxr se leohta beam leodum byrhted

where the  bright tree to-peoples  brightens
1090 pxt peah to teonum [geteod] weorped

that  however to injuries [turned] becomes

peodum to prea pam pe ponc gode

to-nations  for  affliction to-those who  thanks  to-god

wom-wyrcende  wita ne cupun

sin-working of-torments  not  knew

pzs he on pone halgan beam ahongen was

because  he  on the holy tree hanged was

fore mon-cynnes man-forwyrhtu-

for of-mankind sin-crimes-
1095 pzr he leoflice lifes ceapode

where e graciously oflife  bought

peoden mon-cynne on pam dge

prince for-mankind on the day

mid py weorde pe né wom dyde

with  that price which  not sin did

his lic-homa leahtra firena

bis body of-vices  of-crimes

mid py usic alysde pxs he eftlean wile

with  that  us  be-redeemed ofthat  be  requital will
100 purh eorneste ealles genomian-

through ~ earnest of-all claim-

donne sio reade rod ofer ealle

when the red rood  over all

swegle scined on pxre sunnan gyld

in-sky shines in  of-the sun stead

on pa forhtlice firenum fordone

on  thar  fearfully with-sins ruined
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swearte syn-wyrcend sorgum wlitad

dark sin-workers with-sorrows  gaze

geseod him to bealwe pxt him betst bicwom 1105
they-see  to-them  for bale what  to-them  best came

par hy hit to gode ongietan woldan

if they it for  good understand would

and eac pa ealdan wunde and pa openan dolg

and  also  those old wounds and  those open gashes

on hyra dryhtne geseod dreorig-ferde

on  their lord they-see sad-hearted

swa him mid nzglum purh-drifan nid-hycgende

as to-him  with nails pierced malice-minded

pa hwitan honda and pa halgan fet 1110
those  white bhands and  those holy feet

and of his sidan swa some swat forletan

and  from  bis side  likewise  same blood let-out

pxr blod and weater butu zt-somne

where  blood  and water both together

ut bicwoman fore eagna gesyhd

out came before  of-eyes sight

rinnan fore rincum pa he on rode was:

run before  warriors when he on  rood was-

eall pis magon him sylfe geseon ponne 1115
all this can to-them  selves see then

open orgete pxt he for lda lufan

open manifest that  he  for of-men  love

firen-fremmendra fela prowade-

of-crime-doers much suffered-

magun leoda bearn leohte oncnawan

can of-peoples  children clearly perceive
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hu hine lygnedon lease on geponcum
bhow  him they-denied false in thoughts
1120 hysptun hearm-cwidum and on his hleor somod
mocked with-injury-speeches and on  his  cheek  together
hyra spatl speowdon sprecon him edwit
their  spittle spat spoke to-him  reproach
and on pone eadgan andwlitan swa some
and  on the blessed countenance  likewise  same
hel-fuse men hondum slogun
bell-eager men with-hands struck
folmum areahtum and fystum eac
with-palms  outstretched and  with-fists  also-

1125 and ymb his heafod heardne gebigdon

and  abour  his bhead hard they-bent
beag pyrnenne- blinde on geponcum-
crown thorny- blind in thoughts-

dysge and gedwealde gesegun pa dumban gesceaft

foolish and deluded saw the dumb creation
eordan eal-grene and up-rodor

earth all-green and  up-heaven

forhte gefelan frean prowinga

afraid feel of-lord  sufferings

130 and mid cearum cwiddun peah hi cwice nzron

and  with cares lamented  though they  living  were-not

pa hyra scyppend sceapan onfengon

when  their creator ravagers seized
syngum hondum sunne weard adweasced
with-sinful bands sun became quenched

pream  aprysmed pa sio peod geseah

by-afflictions stifled when  the  nation saw
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in hierusalem godwebba cyst

in Jerusalem of-fine-cloths  choicest

pxt «r dam halgan huse sceolde

which before  that  boly house  should

to weorpunga weorud sceawian

for honor host behold

ufan eall forbarst pxt hit on eorpan lxg
from-above all  burst-apart so-that it on earth lay
on twam styccum pzs temples segl

in two pieces of-that temple veil
wundor-bleom geworht to wlite pxs huses
with-wondrous-hues wrought for  beauty of-that  house
sylf slat on tu swylce hit seaxes ecg

itself  tore in  two as-if it ofknife  edge

scearp purh-wode scire burstan

sharp had-passed-through  brightly burst

muras and stanas monge «fter foldan

walls and stones many over earth

and seo eorde eac egsan  myrde

and  the  earth  also with-terror  was-troubled

beofode on bearhtme and se brada sz

trembled in clamor and the broad  sea
cydde crzftes meaht and of clomme brazc
made-known  of-power  might and  from bond broke
up yrringa on eorpan faxdm

up angrily onto  of-earth  bosom

ge on stede scynum steorran forleton

also in place shining stars forsook

hyra swasne wlite on pa sylfan tid

their own beauty ar  the  same  time
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heofon hluttre ongeat hwa hine healice
heaven clearly  perceived who bim loftily

150 torhtne getremede tungol-gimmum-
bright bad-set with-star-gems-
forpon he his bodan sende pa wzxs geboren wrest
therefore  he  bis  messenger  sent when  was born first
gesceafta scir-cyning hwat eac scyldge men
of-creatures bright-king lo also  guilty men
gesegon to sode by sylfan dage
saw for  truth on-that  same day
pe on prowade peod-wundor micel
which  on  be-suffered nation-wonder great

155 pextte eorde ageaf pa hyre on legun
that earth  gave-up those in-her in lay
eft lifgende up dstodan
again living up stood
pa pe heo =zr faste bifen hefde
those whom  she  before  fast enclosed  had
deade bibyrgde pe dryhtnes bibod
dead buried who  oflord  command
heoldon on hrepre- hell eac ongeat
beld in breast- bell  also  perceived

160 scyld-wreccende- pxt se scyppend cwom
sin-avenging: that  the creator came

waldende god pa heo pxt weorud ageaf
ruling god when  she  that bost gave-up

hlope of pam hatan hrepre  hyge weard mongum blissad

troop  from  the hot breast mind  became to-many  gladdened
sawlum sorge to-glidene- hwazt eac s& cydde
to-souls sorrows dissolved- lo also  sea  made-known
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hwa hine gesette on sidne grand

who it set on  wide  ground
tir-meahtig cyning forpon he hine tredne him 1165
glory-mighty king because  he it firm to-him

ongean gyrede ponne god wolde

in-return  prepared when god would
ofer sine yde gan eah-stream ne dorste
over its  waves  go water-stream  not  dared

flode bisencan-
in-flood sink-

his fream fet
his of-lord  feet
hwa hy mid bledum sceop

ge eac beamas onbudon

also  too trees revealed who  them  with fruits shaped

monge nales fea d0a mihtig god 1170
many not-at-all ~ few- when  mighty  god

on hira anne gestag par he earfepu

onto  of-them  one  mounted where  be  bardships

gepolade fore pearfe peod-buendra

endured for need of-nation-dwellers

ladlicne dead leodum to helpe-

loathsome ~ death to-peoples  for  help-

da weard beam monig blodigum tearum

then  became tree many with-bloody tears

birunnen under rindum reade and hicce 1175
run-over under barks red and  thick

xp weard to swate: baet asecgan ne magun

blood-
purh frod

through  wise

sap  became  to which tell not can

fold-buende

earth-dwellers

gewit
understanding
hu fela pa onfundun pa gefelan ne magun

how many then perceived those feel not can
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dryhtnes prowinga deade gesceafte

of-lord sufferings dead creatures

pa pe xpelast sind eordan gecynda

those which  noblest  are of-earth  of-kinds
and heofones eac heah-getimbro-

and of-heaven  also high-buildings-

eall fore pam anum unrot geweard
all  before  thar one sad became

forht afongen peah hi  ferd-gewit

afraid seized though  they spirit-understanding

of hyra xpelum xnig ne cupen

from  their natures any  not  knew

wendon swa peah wundrum pa hyra waldend
they-turned ~ so  however  wondrously when  their ruler
of licchoman leode ne cupan

from body peoples  not  knew

mod-blinde men meotud oncnawan

mind-blind men ordainer acknowledge

flintum heardran pzt hi frea nerede
than-flints harder that  them lord  saved

fram hell-cwale halgum meahtum

from bell-torment with-holy powers

alwalda god pxt xt xrestan

all-ruling  god that  at first

fore-poncle men from fruman worulde
fore-thoughtful men from  beginning  of-world

purh wis  gewit witgan dryhtnes

through ~ wise  understanding prophets of-lord

halge hige-gleawe hxlepum sxgdon

holy mind-wise to-heroes said
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oft nales =zne

often  not-at-all ~ once about

621: se earcnan stan
that  the  precious stone
to hleo and to hroper
for shelter and  for  comfort

weordan in worulde

become in world

CHRIST

ymb pzt «zpele bearn-

that  noble child-

eallum sceolde
to-all should

hzlepa cynne

of-heroes  to-race
wuldres agend

of~glory owner

1195

eades ord-fruma purh pa =zpelan cwenn

of-bliss origin through  the noble queen

XIV «- THE THREE SIGNS

The poet asks what a man expects who will not remember what Christ endured
for bim, and describes the grief of the guilty when they see the marks of the passion.
The blessed are gathered on the right band and the sinful on the left. Three signs
are given to the saved: they shine brighter than the sun, they see their reward, and
they see the torment they escaped. Three griefs await the damned. The section
closes with the wish that we might wash the sin-rust away while life lasts.

hwas wened se pe mid gewitte nyle

what expects  he who  with  understanding  will-not

gemunan pa mildan meotudes lare 1200

remember the mild of-ordainer  teachings

and eal Ja earfedu pe he fore zldum adreag
and all  those  hardships
forpon pe he wolde

because that  he  willed that  we  of-glory  dwelling

which  he  for men endured

pxt we wuldres eard

in ecnesse agan mostén-

in eternity bave might-
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Swa pam bid grorne on pam grimman dzge
So to-them  is  grievous on the grim day
domes  pzs miclan pam pe dryhtnes sceal
of-judgment  that great to-those  who of-lord shall
dead-firenum forden dolg sceawian

by-death-sins ruined wounds behold

wunde and wite on werigum sefan

wound and  torment in weary mind

geseod sorga maste hu se sylfa cyning
they-see  of-sorrows  greatest how the  self king

mid sine lic-homan lysde of firenum

with bis body redeemed ~ from crimes

purh milde mod pxt hy mostun man-weorca
through ~ mild ~ mind that  they might of~sin-works
tome lifgan and tires blaed

free live and  of-glory splendor

ecne agan hy pzs edles ponc

eternal  have they of-thar homeland  thanks

hyra waldende wita ne cupon-

to-their ruler of-torments  not  knew-

Forpon pzr to teonum ba tacen geseod
Therefore  there  to injuries  those signs they-see
orgeatu on gode ungeszlge

manifest on  god unblessed

ponne crist sited on his cyne-stole

when Christ  sits on  his  royal-throne

on heah-setle heofon-magna god

on high-seat of-heaven-hosts god

feder xlmihtig folca gehwylcum
father almighty of-peoples to-each
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scyppend scinende scrifed bi gewyrhtum

creator shining decrees by deeds

eall zfter ryhte rodera waldend 1220
all after right of-heavens ruler

ponne beod gesomnad on pa swipran hond

then are gathered on the right band

pa clenan folc criste sylfum

the pure  peoples to-Christ  himself

gecorene bi cystum pa «r sinne cwide georne

chosen by virtues who  before bis word eagerly

lustum lastun on hyra lifdagum-

with-joys fulfilled in  their life-days-

ond pzr wom-sceapan on pone wyrsan del 1225
and  there sin-ravagers to the worse  part

fore scyppende scyrede weorpad

before creator allotted become

hated him gewitan on pa winstran hond
bids them depart on  the left hand
sigora sod cyning synfulra weorud-
of-victories  true king of~sinful host-

par hy arasade reotad and beofiad

there  they  exposed weep and tremble

fore frean forhte swa fule swa gét 1230
before  lord afraid as  foul  as  goats

unsyfre folc arna  ne wenad-

unclean people of-mercies not  expect-

donne bid gzsta doéom fore gode sceaden-

then is  of-spirits judgment before  god separated-

wera cneorissum swa hi geworhtun xr

of-men  to-generations as  they wrought before
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pxr bid on eadgum ed gesyne

there  is  in  blessed-ones easily seen

1235 preo tacen somod pxs pe hi hyra peodnes wel
three signs together of-thatr which they of-their prince well
wordum and weorcum willan heoldon
with-words ~ and  with-works will kept
an is arest Orgeate l)xr
one is  first manifest  there

pxt hy fore leodum leohte blicap
that  they before  peoples brightly  gleam
blzde and  byrhte ofer burga gesetu
with-splendor — and  with-brightness over  ofcities  dwellings
1240 him  onscinad ar-gewyrhtu
on-them shine former-works
on sylfra gehwam sunnan beorhtran-
on  of-selves each than-sun brighter-
oper is to-eacan andgete swa some
second is besides manifest  likewise ~ same
pzt hy him in wuldre witon waldendes giefe
that  they to-them in  glory know of-ruler gift
and 6nseod eagum to wynne
and look-on with-eyes  for Jjoy
1245 pat hi on heofon-rice hlutru dreamas
that  they in  heaven-kingdom pure Jjoys
eadge mid englum agan motun
blessed with angels bave may-
donne bid pridde hu on pystra bealo
then is third how in  of-darknesses  bale
pxt geszlige weorud gesihd pzt fordone

that blessed host sees that ruined
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sar prowian synna to  wite

pain suffer of-sins  for  punishment
weallendne lig and wyrma wlite
surging flame and  of-worms  aspect
bitrum ceaflum byrnendra scole
with-bitter Jjaws of-burning-ones  troop

of pam him aweaxed wynsum geféa
from  that  to-them grows winsome joy

ponne hi pzt yfel geseod odre dreogan

when they that  evil see others endure
pxt hy purh miltse meotudes genzson-
that  they through — mercy of-ordainer escaped-

donne hi py geornor gode ponciad

then they the more-eagerly to-god  give-thanks

bledes and blissa pe hy bu geseod
of-splendor  and  ofjoys which they both see

pxt he hy generede from nid-cwale

that ~ he  them saved from  malice-death

and eac forgeaf ece dreamas

and  also  granted eternal Joys

bid him hel bilocen heofon-rice agiefen

is to-them  hell locked heaven-kingdom given

swa sceal gewrixled pam pe =zr wel heoldon
50 shall ~ be-exchanged to-those who before  well kepr
purh mod-lufan meotudes willan-

through beart-love of-ordainer will-

donne bid pam oprum ungelice

then is  to-the  others unlike

willa geworden magon weana to fela

desire become they-can  of-woes  too many
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geseon on him selfum synne genoge

see on  them selves sins enough
1265 atol-earfoda @r gedenra

ofdire-hardships before  done

pzr him sorgendum sar odclifed:

there  to-them sorrowing pain cleaves-

proht peod-bealu on preo healfa

bardship ~ nation-bale on  three sides

an is para pzt hy him yrmpa to fela

one is  of-those that  they to-them of-miseries too many
grim helle fyr gearo to  wite
grim of-hell ~ fire ready  for punishment

1270 andweard seod on pa hi awo sculon
present see into  which they  ever must
wrazc-winnende weargdu dreogan
misery-struggling dammnation endure
ponne is him oper earfepu swa some
then is  to-them second bardship  likewise  same
scyldgum to sconde pxt hi pzr scoma maste
to-guilty for  shame that  they there of-shames  greatest

dreogad fordone on him dryhten gesihd

endure ruined on  them lord sees
1275 nales feara sum firen-bealu ladlic

not-at-all  of-few  one crime-bale  loathsome

and pat =ll-beorhte eac sceawiad

and  that all-bright also bebold

heofon-engla here and hxlepa bearn

of-heaven-angels host and  of-heroes  children

ealle eord-buend and atol deofol

all earth-duwellers and  dire devil
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mircne magen-creft man-womma gehwone-

murky might-craft of-sin-stains each-

Magon purh pa lic-homan leahtra firene 1280
They-can  through  the body ofvices  crimes

geseon on pam sawlum beod pa syngan flesc

see on the souls are  the sinful flesh

scandum purh-waden swa paxt scire glas

with-shames pervaded like  that  bright  glass

pxt mon ypzst mzg eall purh-wlitan-

that one  most-easily  can all see-through-

donne bid pat pridde pearfendum sorg

then is  that third to-needy sorrow

cwipende cearo pxt hy on pa clenan seod 1285
lamenting care that  they on  the pure look

hu hi fore god-dedum glade blissiad

how they  for good-deeds glad rejoice

pa hy unszlge ar forhogdun

which they  unblessed before despised

to donne ponne him dagas lzstun

to do when  to-them  days lasted

and be hyra weorcum wepende sar

and  for  their works weeping sore

pxt hi ar freolice fremedon unryht 1290
that  they before  freely performed wrong
geseod hi pa betran blzde scinan

see they the  better with-splendor  shine-

ne bid him hyra yrmdu an to wite
not  is  to-them  their misery alone  for  punishment
ac para operra ead to sorgum

but of-those  others blis for  sorrows
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pas
because  that they  so

fair

and swa =znlice

and 50 peerless
purh leaslice lices
through false of-body

earges flesc-homan

of-craven  flesh-covering

pzr hi ascamode
ashamed

there  they

swiciad on swiman
wander in swoon

firen-weorc berad

pe hy swa faxgre gefean

on fyrn-dagum-

Joy in ancient-days-

an-forletun

gﬂUE'Mp
wynne
Joy
idelne lust
idle desire
scondum gedreahte
with-shames afflicted
syn-byrpenne

sin-burden

on paxt pa folc seod

crime-work they-bear on  which the peoples  look:
ware him pon betre pxt hy bealo-dede
would-be to-them  the  better that  they  of-bale-deed
xlces unryhtes xr gescomeden

of-every wrong
fore anum men

before one man

godes bodan sagdon
of-god told

firen-deda on him

messenger

of-crime-deeds  on him

before  had-been-ashamed

cargra weorca

of

craven U)OT](S

pxt hi to gyrne wiston

whar  they to knew

grief
ne mag purh paxt flesc se

flesh

not  can  through  that the

scrift

confessor

hwaeper him mon sod pe lyge

geseon on ba’,re SaWIe
the

see in soul whether  to-him  one  truth or lie

sagad on hine sylfne
self

mxg mon swa peah gelacnigan

ponne he pa synne bigaxd

says about  him when be  the sin confesses

leahtra gehwylcne
beal

can one so  however of-vices each
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yfel unclene gif he hit anum gesegd

evil unclean if  he it  to-one tells

and nnig bihelan mzg on pam heardan dage
and none conceal can on  the hard day
wom unbeted dzr hit pa weorud geseod-

sin unatoned there it the hosts see-

eala pzr we nu magon wrape firene

o] if  we now  could cruel crimes

geSeOn on ussum SaWhlm Synna Wunde

see in our souls of-sins  wounds

mid lic-homan leahtra gehygdu

with body of-vices thoughts
eagum unclxne in-geponcas-

with-eyes unclean inward-thoughts-

ne l:)xt xnlg mxg Obrum gesecgan
not  that  any can to-another tell

mid hu micle elne xghwylc wille

with  how  great  zeal each would
purh ealle list lifes tiligan

through  all  skill oflife  strive

feores forhtlice ford 4dolian

oflife fearfully forth endure

syn-rust pwean and hine sylfne prean
sin-rust wash and  him self’ chasten
and pzt wom wrran wunde hzlan
and  that  stain  former wound heal

pone lytlan fyrst pe her lifes sy

that little space which  here  of-life  be
pxt he mzge fore eagum eord-buendra
that  he may  before eyes of-earth-duwellers
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unscomiende edles mid monnum

unashamed of-homeland  among men
1325 brucan bysmerleas pendan bu somod

enjoy blameless while  both  together

lic and sawle lifgan mote

body and soul live may

XV « THE WORDS TO THE SAVED AND THE REPROACH

The judge speaks first to the blessed, telling them to enter the kingdom prepared
for them, since what they did for the bungry, the naked, and the sick they did for
bim. Then be turns to those on the left band, who may look for no mercy, and
begins the reproach: I made thee with my hands, gave thee a living spirit, set thee
in a fair land, and thou brokest my command at the fiend’s word and wast cast
out; so I was born of a maiden and laid in a manger, to save thee from hell.

nu we sceolon georne gleawlice purh-seon

now  we must earnestly wisely look-through

usse hreper-cofan heortan eagum

our breast-chambers of-heart  with-eyes

innan uncyste we mid pam odrum ne magun

within vices we  with  the others  not can
1330 heafod-gimmum hyge-ponces ferd

witb—bmd—gems ofmind—tbougbt spirit

eagum purh-wlitan xnge pinga

with-eyes see-through in-any  of-things

hwaper him yfel pe god under wunige

whether in-him  evil or  good beneath duwells
pxt he on pa grimman tid gode licie
that  he in  the grim time to-god  may-please
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ponne he ofer weoruda gehwylc:

when he  over of-hosts
of his heah-setle
from  bis high-seat
par he fore englum
where  be  before angels
to pam eadgestum
to the most-blessed
and him swaslice
and  to-them kindly
heofona heah-cyning
of-heavens high-king
frefred he fagre

CHRIST

wuldre scined
each- in-glory shines
hlutran lege
with-pure  flame
and fore elpeodum
and  before  foreign-nations
xrest maxoled:
first speaks-
sibbe gehated
Dpeace promises
halgan reorde

with-holy voice

and him frip beoded

comforts  he  fairly and  to-them  peace offers

hated hy gesunde

bids them sound

on epel faran

and gesenade
and blessed

engla dreames

into  homeland ~ go of-angels ofjoy

and paxs to widan feore

and  of-that to wide

onfod nu mid freondum

receive  now  with friends

pxt eow wzxs =zr woruldum

which to-you  was  before

bled mid blissum
splendor — with Joys

hwonne ge pa lif-welan

willum neotan:

life witb—joys to-enjoy-

mines feder rice
of-my  father  kingdom
wynlice gearo
worlds joyfully ready
beorht edles  wilite
bright  of-homeland  beauty

mid pam leof[s]tum

when you those  life-riches with the dearest

swase swegl-dreamas

own sky-joys

geseon mosten

see might
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ge pzs earnedon pa ge earme men
you  of-that earned when  you wretched  men
1350 woruld-pearfende willum onfengun
world-needy with-goodwill  received
on mildum sefan- donne hy him purh minne noman
in mild mind- when  they to-them  through my name
eadmode to eow arna  bzdun
bumble to  you of-mercies  asked

ponne ge hyra hulpon and him hleod gefon

then you  them belped and  to-them  shelter gave
hingrendum hlaf and hregl nacedum
to-hungering bread and  clothing  to-naked

1355 and pa pe on sare seoce lagun
and  those who in  pain sick lay
zf[n]don Unsofte adle gebundne
endured not-softly by-disease bound

to pam ge holdlice hyge stapeladon

to  them you  faithfully mind fixed
mid modes myne eall ge pxt me dydon-
with of-mind  intent all  you that to-me did-

donne ge hy mid sibbum sohtun and hyra sefan trymedon

when you them with peace sought and  their  minds  strengthened
1360 ford on frofre pxs ge fagre sceolon

forth  in comfort of-that  you  fairly shall

lean mid leofum lange brucan-

reward with  dear-ones long enjoy-

Onginned ponne to pam yflum ungelice

Begins then to  the evil unlike

wordum mzdlan pe him bid on pa wynstran hond

with-words speak who to-him are on  the left hand
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purh egsan prea

through  of-terror  affliction

ne purfon hi ponne to meotude

not need they then

lifes ne lissa

of-life  nor  of-favors

werum bi gewyrhtum

to-men by deeds
reord-berendum
to-speech-bearers

@nne gexfnan

alone undergo

bid pxr seo miccle

is there  the great
peod-buendum
from-nation-dwellers

pxs «lmihtigan-
of-the almighty-

on pzt frate folc
on  that perverse people
lapum  wordum
with-hateful words
andweard ywan
present show
syngum to szlum

to-sinful for  bappiness

swa he to anum sprece

as-if  he to one

firen-synnig folc

crime-sinful people

CHRIST

alwalda god-
all-ruling  god-
miltse gewenan

from  ordainer mercy expect

ac par lean cumad

but  there rewards come

worda and dzda
of-words and  of-deeds
sceolon pone ryhtan dém

must that  righteous  judgment

egsan fulne
of-terror  full

milts afyrred

mercy  withdrawn

on pam dge

on the day

ponne he yrringa
when bhe angrily

firene stxled

crimes cbarges

hated hyra lifes riht

bids their  of-life  account

pzt he him

which  he  to-them before  gave

ar forgeaf

onginned sylf cwedan
begins bimself ~ speak
and hwepre ealle maned

spoke and yet all he-means

frea xlmihtig:

lord almighty-
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hwat ic pec mon minum hondum

lo I thee man with-my bands

xrest geworhte and pe andgiet sealde
first made and  to-thee understanding  gave

of lame ic pe leope gesette geaf ic Oe lifgendne gast

from  day I to-thee limbs set gave I to-thee living spirit

arode pe ofer ealle gesceafte gedyde ic pxt pu onsyn hafdest

honored thee over  all creatures made I that thou countenance  hadst
mag-wlite me gelicne geaf ic pe eac meahta sped
form to-me like gave I to-thee also  of-powers abundance

welan ofer wid-londa gehwylc  nysses bpu wean znigne dal-

wealth  over  of-wide-lands each not-knewest thou of-woe any portion-
dystra  pzt pu polian sceolde pu pzs ponc ne wisses
of-darknesses which thou  suffer shouldst thou of-that thanks not  knewest
pa ic de swa scienne gesceapen hefde

when I thee  so beautiful created bad

wynlicne geworht and pe welan forgyfen

winsome wrought and  to-thee  riches given

pxt Ou mostes wealdan worulde gesceaftum-

that  thou  mightest rule of-world creatures-

da ic pe on pa faxgran foldan gesette

when I thee on the fair earth set

to neotenne neorxna wonges

to enjoy of-paradise  of-plain

beorhtne blad-welan bleom scinende:

bright splendor-wealth with-hues shining-

d0a pu lifes word lestan  noldes

then thou of-life  word keep wouldst-not

ac min bibod brzce be pines bonan worde

but my command brokes by ofthy slayer  word
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fecnum feonde furpor  hyrdes

to-crafty fiend further  thou-obeyedst

sceppendum sceapan ponne pinum scyppende- 1395
to-injuring ravager than to-thy creator-

nu ic da ealdan race anforlzte

now I that old account leave-off

hu pu =zt =zrestan yfle gehogdes

how  thou at first evilly  purposedst
firen-weorcum forlure pxt ic Je to fremum sealde
with-crime-works lostest what I to-thee for benefits gave

pa ic pe goda swa fela forgiefen hefde

when I to-thee of-goods  so  many given bad
and pe on pam eallum eades to Iyt 1400
and  to-thee in  those all of-bliss  too little

mode puhte gif pu meahte sped

to-mind  seemed if thou of-power  abundance

efen-micle gode agan ne moste

equally-great  with-god have  not  mightest-

da pu of pan gefean- fremde wurde

then thou from  that Joy- estranged  becamest
feondum to willan feor aworpen

to-fiends for  pleasure far cast-out

neorxna wonges wlite nyde sceoldes 1405
of-paradise  of-plain  beauty by-need  thou-hadst-to

agiefan geomor-mod gasta  epel-

give-up sad-minded of-spirits  homeland-

earg and Unrot eallum bidzled

craven and  joyless of-all deprived

dugepum and dreamum and pa bidrifen wurde
ofbendfs  and  ofoys and then  driven  bocamest
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on pas peostran weoruld pzr pu polades sippan

into  this dark world where  thou  sufferedst  afterward
1410 megen-earfepu micle stunde

mighty-hardships great while

sair and swar gewin and sweartne dead

pain  and  beavy strife and black death

and «fter [h]ingonge hreosan sceoldes

and after departure fall thou-hadst-to

hean in helle helpendra leas

abject  into  hell of-helpers destitute-

da mec ongon hreowan pxt min hond-geweorc

then  me began grieve that  my hand-work
1415 on feonda geweald feran sceolde

o offinds  power @ should

mon-cynnes tuddor man-cwealm seon

of-mankind offspring sin-death see

sceolde uncudne eard cunnian

should unknown duwelling try

sare sipas pa ic sylf gestag

sore  journeys then I myself descended
maga in modor peah wxs hyre magden-had
son into  mother though ~ was ber maidenhood
1420  xghwas onwalg: weard ic ana geboren
of-everything ~ intact- became I alone born
folcum to frofre mec mon folmum biwond
to-peaples  for  comfort me one  with-palms  wrapped

bipeahte mid pearfan wedum and mec pa on peostre alegde

covered with  of-poor  garments and  me then in  darkness laid
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biwundenne mid wonnum clapum

wound-about with dark cloths

hwet ic pzt for worulde gepolade

lo I that  before world endured
lytel puhte ic leoda bearnum leg ic on heardum stane
little seemed I of-peoples  to-children lay I on bard stone

cild geong on crybbe mid py ic pe wolde cwealm afyrran-

child ~ young in  manger with that I from-thee would death remove-

hat helle bealu pxt pu moste halig scinan
hot  of-hell bale that  thou mightest  holy shine

eadig on pam ecan life fordon ic pat earfepe wonn

blessed in the  eternal  life because I thar  hardship  endured

XVI «- WHAT I SUFFERED FOR THEE

The reproach goes on. Christ recounts the blows, the spittle, the vinegar and gall,
the scourging, the thorns, the cross, and the spear, and tells the guilty to look at
the wounds in bis bands and feet and side. He took their pain that they might
bave bis kingdom; be was poor in the world so that they might be rich in heaven,
and they gave him no thanks. He names what they refused the bungry, the naked,
the sick, and the thirsty, and sends them into the fire.

nzs me for mode ac ic on magu-geogude
not-was to-me for  pride but I in youth-age
yrmpu gezfnde arleas lic-sar

miseries endured shameful  body-pain

pxt ic purh pa ware pe gelic

so-that I through those might-be  to-thee  like
and pu meahte minum weorpan
and  thou  mightest to-mine become

m
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meag-wlite gelic mane bidzled
kin-form like of-sin deprived
and fore monna lufan min prowade
and  for  ofmen  love my  suffered

heafod hearm-slege hleor gepolade

bead injury-blow cheek endured
1435 oft and-lata arleasra spatl
often  patient-one [?] of-shameless  spittle
of mude onfeng man-fremmendra
from  mouth  received of-sin-doers
swylce hi me geblendon bittre tosomne
likewise  they for-me mixed bitterly together
unswetne drync ecedes and geallan-
unsweet drink of-vinegar  and of-gall-
donne ic fore folce onfeng feonda genidlan
then I before  people  received of~foes of-enemy
1440 fylgdon me mid firenum fehpe ne rohtun
they-pursued  me  with crimes of-feud  not  recked
and mid sweopum slogun ic pxt sar for Je
and  with scourges struck I that pain for  thee

purh eadmedu eall gepolade
through  bumility adl  endured
hosp and heard cwide pa hi hwzxsne beag
insult  and  bard  speech when they  sharp  crown

ymb min heafod heardne gebygdon

abour  my head hard bent

1445 pream  biprycton se wxs of pornum geworht
with-violence  pressed-in which  was  from thorns wrought-
da ic wzs ahongen on heanne beam
then I was hanged on high tree
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rode gefaestnad da hi ricene

to-rood fastened then they  quickly

mid spere of minre sidan swat ut-gotun

with  spear from  my  side blood  poured-out
dreor to foldan pzt pu of deofles purh pat
gore to earth so-that thou from  of-devil  through that
nyd-gewalde genered wurde- 1450
force-power saved shouldst-be-

da ic womma leas wite polade

then I ofsins free torment  suffered

yfel earfepu oppxt ic anne forlet

evil bardships until I alone  released

of minum licchoman lifgendne geest

fom  my body living  spirit

geseod nu pa feorh-dolg pe gefremedun r

see now those  life-wounds which they-made before
on minum folmum and on fotum swa some 1455
on my palms and  on feet likewise  same

purh pa ic hongade hearde gefestnad-

through which I bung hard fastened-
meaht hér eac geseon orgete nu gen
thou-canst  here  also see manifest  now  yet

on minre sidan swatge wunde

on my side bloody wound

hu pzr was unefen racu  unc gemzne
how there  was  unequal reckoning  to-us-two  common-
Ic onfeng pin siar pxt pu moste gesxlig 1460
I received  thy pain  thar  thou mightest  blessed
mines  epel-rices eadig neotan-

of-my  homeland-kingdom happy enjoy-

13
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and  De
and  for-thee with-my
pxt longe lif
that long  life
wlitig womma leas

beautiful free

leg min flesc-homa

ofsins
lay my  flesh-covering

nipre gehyded se
bidden bhe

below
in byrgenne pzt pu

in tomb that  thou

on rOdCrum wesan
in heavens be

forhwon forlete

pa

mine deade
death

deore gebohte

dearly bought

pzt pu on leohte sippan

that

thou in light afterward
wunian mostes:

dwell mightest-

in foldan bigrafen
buried

in earth
de nzngum scod
barmed

who to-none

meahte beorhte uppe

mightest brightly above
rice  mid englum
powerful  with angels

lif pzt scyne

why didst—forsake  thou life  that  shining

pxt ic pe for lufan mid mine licchoman
which I to-thee for  love with my body
heanum to helpe hold gecypte

to-lowly for  belp gracious  bought

wurde pu pxs gewitleas pxt pu waldende
becamest  thou  of-that senseless that  thou to-ruler
pinre alysnesse ponc ne wisses:

of-thy redemption thanks not  knewest-

Ne ascige ic na owiht bi pam bitran
Not ask I now anything about  the bitter

deade minum

pe ic adreag fore pe-

death mine which I endured  for  thee
ac forgield me pin lif pzs pe ic it pe
but repay to-me  thy life of-that  which I  once to-thee
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CHRIST

purh woruld-wite weord gesealde-

through  world-torment as-price gave:

dxs lifes ic manige pe pu mid leahtrum hafast

ofthar  life I  demand which  thou  with sins hast

ofslegen synlice sylfum to sconde-

slain sinfully to-thyself  for  shame-

forhwan pu pzt sele-gescot pxt ic me swas on pe 1480
why thou  that  hall-dwelling which I for-me  dear in  thee

gehalgode his to wynne

hallowed house ~ for Joy

purh firen-lustas fule synne

through crime-lusts foul sin

unsyfre bismite sylfes willum

uncleanly  didst-defile ofself  with-uwill

ge pu pone licchoman pe ic alysde me

also  thou  that body which I redeemed for-me

feondum of faxdme and pa him firene forbead 1485
from-fiends  from  embrace and  then to-them  crimes  forbade
scyld-wyrcende scondum gewemdest:

sin-working with-shames didst-defile-

forhwon 4henge pu mec hefgor on pinra honda rode
why didst-hang thou  me  more-heavily on  of-thy bands rood
ponne iu hongade hwat me peos heardra pynced

than once (D-hung lo to-me  this harder seems

nu is swarra mid mec pinra synna rod

now is  heavier  with me of-thy sins rood

pe ic unwillum on beom gefestnad 1490
which I unwillingly on am fastened

ponne seo oper waxs pe ic @r gestag

than the  other  was which I before  mounted
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willum minum

with-wills mine when  me

xt heortan gehreaw

pa mec pin wea swipast

thy  woe most

pa ic pec from helle ateah

at beart grieved when I thee  from bell drew
pzr pu hit wolde sylfa sippan gehealdan-
if thou it wouldst  thyself afterward keep-

Ic was on worulde weadla

I was in world needy

that thou shouldst-be

pxt du wurde welig in heofonum

rich in heavens

earm ic wes on elle pinum pazt pu wurde eadig on minum-

poor I was in homeland  thine
pa du pzs ealles

then  thou  of-that all any
pinum nergende nysses

to-thy savior knewest-not

bibead

commanded T

ic eow

to-you that  you
in woruld-rice
in  world-kingdom well
of pam =zhtum bpe ic eow

from

earmra

the which T

possessions

hulpen

carge

of-wretched-ones  should-help slothfully

pearfum forwyrndon

to-needy you-refused that

in-gebugan and  him
enter

purh heardne hyge
bhard

through mind
moses mete'leasum

of-food to-foodless

to ~you

they
and  from-them of-everything
of-clothing

peah hy

though they for-themselves  through

that thou shouldst-be blessed —in mine-

@nigne ponc

thanks

on mode-

in mind-

pxt ge bropor mine

brothers  mine

wel aretten
should-cheer

on eordan geaf

on eartb gﬂ ve-

ge pxt lestun

you  that

performed-

pzt hi under eowrum pzce mosten

under might

roof

your

xghwzs oftugon

withheld

hrzgles nacedum-

to-naked-
him  purh minne noman

my name
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werge wonhale

weary sickly

drynces gedreahte

of-drink afflicted
purste gepegede
with-thirst worn

sarge ge ne sohton
sick you not  sought
frofre  gespracon
of-comfort spoke
mode gefengen

in-heart  might-take

to hynpum heofon-cyninge

to insults

wite

torment  to wide age

donne par ofer ealle

then there  over all

sylf  sigora weard
bimself of—victaries guardian
ofer pxt fxge folc

over  that

doomed  people

cwid to para synfulra

to-heaven-king

to widan ealdre

CHRIST

wextan bzdan
of-water  asked
dugupa lease
of-benefits
ge him priste oftugon
boldly withheld

destitute

you  from-them

ne him swaslic word

nor to-them  kindly  word

pxt hy py freoran hyge

that  they the  freer mind
eall ge pxt me dydan

all  you thar to-me did

for-that you  must hard
wrzc mid deoflum gepolian-
misery  with devils suffer-
egeslicne cwide

terrible speech

sares fulne

of-pain  full
ford forlzted-
forth utters-

sawla fepan-

says to  of-the sinful souls troop:

farad nu awyrgde
g0 now  accursed
engla dreames
of-angels  ofjoy
pxt wexs satane

which  was  to-Satan

willum biscyrede-
of~joys deprived-
on ece fir
into eternal  fire-
and his gesipum mid
and  bis

companions  with

17

pxs ge sceolon hearde adreogan

endure
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deofle gegearwad and pare deorcan scole

for-devil prepared and  for-that dark troop

hat and heoro-grim on pxt ge hreosan sceolan-

ot and  sword-grim into which you  fall shall-

ne magon hi ponne gehynan heofon-cyninges bibod
not can they then set-at-naught of-heaven-king command
redum Dbirofene sceolon rape feallan

of-counsels bereft must quickly  fall

on grimne grund pa xr wip gode wunnon-

into grim abyss those before against  god strove-

bid ponne rices weard repe and meahtig

is then of-kingdom  guardian fierce  and mighty

yrre and egesful andweard ne mezg

angry and awful present not  can

on pissum fold-wege feond gebidan

on this earth-way foe abide

XVII - THE TWO HOMELANDS

The devils fall into the deep pit, where fire and frost and serpents torment them
without end, and the poet says plainly that whoever does not now care whether
his spirit is wretched or blessed bas lost the wisdom of life. Against that he sets the
homeland that never ends: light, love, youth without age, bealth without pain, rest
without strife, day without darkness, peace without envy, where there is neither

bunger nor thirst nor cold, and the blessed enjoy the gift of the king forever.

swaped sige-mece mid pzre swi[d]ran hond

sweeps victory-sword with the rigbt hand

pxt on pxt deope dal deofol gefeallad
so-that into  that deep pit devils fall
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in sweartne leg

into black flame
under foldan sceat
under of-earth  region
on wrapra  wic
into  of-hostile-ones  dwellings

werge to forwyrde

accursed  to  destruction

dead-sele deofles
death-hall of~devil

sippan gesecad
afterward  they-seek

pzr hi leahtrum

CHRIST

synfulra here
of-sinful host
fege gastas
doomed  spirits
womfulra scolu
of-sinful troop
on wite-hus
into  torment-house

nales dryhtnes gemynd

not-at-all of-lord memory
synne ne aspringad

sins not cease

lege gebundne

where they  with-sins  stained- by-flame bound

swylt prowiad bid him syn-wracu

death suffer

andweard undyrne

present unconcealed

ne mag pxt hate dal

not  can that  hot
in sin-nehte

in  perpetual-night

to widan feore

to wide life

ac par se deopa sead

but  there the  deep pit

grundleas giemed

bottomless keeps

xzled hy mid py ealdan lige

burns  them with that

to—them xin—vengeance

pxt is ece cwealm-

that is eternal  torment

of heolod-cynne

pit from bell-race

synne forbzrnan

burn-away

wom of paxre sawle

stain  from  the soul

dreorge feded
sorrowful-ones  feeds
gasta on peostre-

of-spirits in  darkness-

old flame and  with that

119

and mid py egsan forste

1540



CHRIST AND GUTHLAC

wrapum wyrmum and mid wita fela
with-cruel worms and  with  of-torments many
frecnum  feorh-gomum folcum scended
with-fierce life-jaws peoples destroys

pxt we magon eahtan and on an cwedan
that  we can consider and in  one say
sode secgan pxt se sawle weard

truly tell that  the  of-soul  guardian

lifes wisdom forloren hxbbe

of-life wisdom lost bas

se pe nd ne giemed hwaper his gxst sie
bhe who now not beeds whether bis  spirit  be
earm pe eadig pxr he ece sceal

wretched  or  blessed where  he eternal  shall

xfter hin-gonge hamfest wesan

after hence-going home-fast be

ne bisorgad he synne to fremman

not sorrows be sin to do

wonhydig mon ne he wihte hafad

beedless man nor he anything bas

hreowe on mode pxt him halig gast
of-repentance  in mind that  from-him  holy spirit
losige purh leahtras on pas lznan tid-
departs  through sins in  this  fleeting  time-
donne man-sceada fore meotude forht

then sin-ravager before  ordainer afraid
deorc on pam dome standed and deade fah
dark at the  judgment stands and  with-death stained
wommum awyrged bid se war-loga
with-stains accursed is  the covenant-breaker
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fyres afylled feores nwyrde

with-fire  filled of-life unworthy

egsan gepread andweard gode-

by-terror  oppressed present before-god-

won and wiliteleas hafad werges bleo

dark and  beauty-less bas of-accursed-one  hue

facen-tacen feores- donne firena bearn 1565
deceit-token oflife- then  of-crimes children

tearum geotad ponne pas tid ne bip

tears pour when  of-thatr time not s

synne cwipad ac hy to si0 dod

sins they-bewail but they too late  do

gastum helpe- donne paxs giman nele

to-spirits belp- when  of-that  heed  will-not

weoruda waldend hu pa wom sceapan

of-hosts ruler how those  sin ravagers

hyra eald-gestreon on pa openan tid 1570
their old-treasure in the open time

sare greten ne bip pxt sorga tid

sorely  bewail not is  that of-sorrows time

leodum alyfed pxt par lxcedom

to-peaples allowed that  there remedy

findan mote se pe nu his feore nyle

find may be who mnow for-his  life  will-not

hzlo strynan penden her leofad-

salvation gain while bere  he-lives-

ne bid pzr zngum godum gnorn xtywed 1575

not  is  there

ne nxngum yﬂum wel-

nor to—any

[0-61")/

evil-ones

good-ones shown

grief
ac par zghwaper
but  there

well- each-of-two
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anfealde gewyrht
simple deserving

fordon sceal onettan
basten

therefore  must

lif =t meotude
life - from

somod-fxst seon

ordainer

together-fast be be

georne bigonge

earnestly  should-tend in

and war weorde

and  wary  become

peawa and geponca

of-customs and  of-thoughts
sceadum scripende
with-shadows gliding

pxt he ne forleose
that  he
his
of-his

not  may-lose

dreames blaed

joy splendor

and his weorces wlite
of-his

and work beauty

pxtte heofones cyning

which of-heaven king

sod-fast syled

truth-fast

for

gives

pam pe him on gastum

to-those who to-him in

ponne heofon and hel
bell

when beaven and

pre:em

while

spirits

andweard wiged-

bears-
se pe 4gan wile

be who  have will

penden him leoht and gast

to-him  light ~ and  spirit

he his sawle wlite

his  of-soul  beauty

on godes willan

will

of-god

worda and d=zda-
of-words

and

of~deeds-

penden him peos woruld

while to-him  this world
scinan mote
shine may
on pas lxnan tid
in  this  fleeting  time
and his dagena rim
and  of-his days number
and wuldres lean
and of-glory  reward

on pa halgan tid

in  the holy time

to sigor-leanum

victory-rewards

georne hyrad-
earnestly obey-
hzlepa bearnum
ofheroes  with-children
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CHRIST

fira feorum fylde weorped

of-men  with-lives filled becomes

grundas swelgad godes andsacan

abysses swallow of-god adversaries

lacende leg ladwende men

leaping flame hostile men

pread peod-sceapan and no ponan lxtad
afflicts nation-ravagers and  not  thence lets
on gefean faran to feorh-nere

into Joy g0 for life-safery

ac se bryne binded bid-fxstne here

but the burning  binds waiting-fast host
feod firena bearn frecne me pinced
consumes  of-crimes  children dreadful  to-me  seems
pat pas gast-berend giman nellad

that  these  spirit-bearers heed will-not
men on mode ponne min hwet

men in  mind when sin what

him se waldend: to wrace gesette
for-them  the ruler- for vengeance appointed
lapum leodum ponne lif and dead
for-hateful  peoples when  life  and  death
sawlum swelgad bid susla hus

souls swallow is  of-torments house
open and od-eawed ad-logum ongean-
open and revealed to-oath-breakers  towards-
dxt sceolon fyllan firen-georne men
that shall fill crime-eager men
sweartum Sanum bonne Synna wracu
with-black souls when ofsins  vengeance
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scyldigra scolu ascyred weorped
of-guilty troop separated becomes
heane from halgum on hearm-cwale:
abject from  holy-ones into  harm-torment-
dxr sceolan peofas and peod-sceapan
there shall thieves and nation-ravagers
1610 lease and forlegene lifes ne wenan
false-ones  and  adulterous-ones of-life  nor  expect
and man-sworan molr]por-lean seon
and sin-swearers murder-reward see
heard and heoro-grim- ponne hel nimed
bard and sword-grim- when bell takes
warleasra weorud and hi waldend giefed
of-faithless host and  them ruler gives
feondum in forwyrd fa  prowiad
to-flends into  destruction stained-ones  they-suffer
1615 ealdor-bealu egeslic earm bid se pe wile
life-bale terrible wretched  is  he who  will

firenum gewyrcan pzt he fah scyle

with-crimes earn that  he guilty  must
from his scyppende ascyred weordan
from bis creator severed become
xt dom-dege to deade niper
at doom-day to  death  down
under helle cinn in pzt hate fyr
under of-hell  race into  that  hot  fire

1620 Under liges locan pzr hy leomu rzcad
under offlame  enclosure where they  limbs stretch
to bindenne and to bzrnenne
to bind and  to burn
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and to swingenne synna to  wite

and  to scourge of-sins  for  punishment-

donne halig gast helle biluced

when holy  spirit hell locks

morper-husa mast purh meaht godes
of-murder-houses  greatest through ~ might of-god

fyres fulle and feonda here

of-fire  full and  of-fiends  host

cyninges worde se bip cwealma mest
of-king with-word that  is  of-torments  greatest
deofla and monna- pxt is dreamleas hus
of-devils  and  of-men- that  is Joyless house-
dxr xnig ne mag ower losian

where  any  not  can anywhere  escape

caldan clommum hy brzcon cyninges word
from-cold fetters they broke of-king word

beorht boca bibod forpon hy abidan sceolon
bright of-books  command therefore  they  await must
in sin-nehte sar ende-leas

in  perpetual-night pain endless

firen-dedum fa ford prowian

with-crime-deeds  stained forth suffer

da  pe her [for]hogdun heofon-rices prym-

those who  here despised of-heaven-kingdom — majesty-
ponne pa gecorenan fore crist berad
then those chosen before  Christ  bear

beorhte fretwe hyra bled leofad

bright adornments their  glory lives
@t dom-dege agan dream mid gode-
ar doom-day  to-have Joy with  god-
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1640

1645

lipes

of-gentle

lifes
life
haligra gehwam
to-each

epel

homeland

Of—holy—anes
dxt is se

that  is  the

ac pzr symle ford
forth

but  there ever

dream weardiad
joy they-keep
leofne lifes weard
beloved  of-life  guardian
sibbum biswedede
with-peace swathed
dreamum gedyrde
with-joys endeared
awo to ealdre
ever to tlge
brucad mid blisse
bliss

tbey—enjoy with

freogad folces weard

they-love

power bas and holds of-holy-ones
dxr is engla song eadigra blis

there is  of-angels  song of-blessed  bliss

par is seo dyre dryhtnes onsien

there is  the  dear of-lord countenance
eallum pam geszlgum sunnan leohtra-
to-all the blessed-ones than-sun  brighter-

pas

of-that  which  granted  is

of-people  guardian
geweald hafad and healded

CHRIST AND GUTHLAC

pe alyfed bip

on heofon-rice-

in  beaven-kingdom-

pe no geendad weorped

which ended

not

synna lease

of-sins  free
dryhten lofiad
lord they-praise

leohte biwundne
with-light  enwrapped
sorgum biwerede
from-sorrows  defonded
dryhtne gelyfde
to-lord  believing
engla gemanan
of-angels  fellowship
beorhte mid lisse

bright with  grace
feder ealra

father  of-all
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dzr is leofra lufu
there is of-dear-ones love
gled gumena weorud
glad of-men bost
heofon-duguda prym-
of-heaven-hosts majesty-
ryht-fremmendum
to-right-doers
dém-eadigra
of-glory-blessed day
beorht bledes full
bright  of-plendor  full

frid freondum bitweon

peace friends between
geszlgum on swegle
to-blessed in sky
halgum on gemonge-
to-holy in company-
slep ne swar leger
sleep  mor  heavy  sickness
ne cyle ne cearo

nor cold nor  care

awo brucad

CHRIST

lif butan ende-deade
end-death

life  without
giogud butan ylde
youth withour  age

hzlu butan sare

bealth  without  pain

rest butan gewinne

rest  without strife

dag butan peostrum

without darkness

blis butan sorgum
bliss  without  sorrows
ford butan =festum
forth  without envies
sib butan nipe
peace  without  malice
nis pzr hungor ne purst
not-is  there  bunger  nor  thirst
ne sunnan bryne
nor  of-sun burning
ac paxr cyninges gief[e]
but  there of-king gift

eadigra gedryht

ever  they-enjoy of-blessed  company

weoruda wlite-scynast

of-hosts most-beauty-bright

wuldres mid dryhten

of~glory with lord
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I - THE ANGEL AND THE SOUL

The fairest of joys is the meeting of the angel and the blessed soul, and the poem
opens with the angel’s greeting: the way is easy, the light of glory is open, and the boly
bome bas no sorrow in it. Many orders of men stand under beaven, and from each
of them we may bhear what is right. The world is growing old and Christ’s love cools,
so the poet turns to those who leave the world and dwell alone in the wilderness.

se bid gefeana faxgrast ponne hy =zt frymde gemetad
that  is ofjoys fairest when  they at  beginning meet
engel and seo eadge sawl- ofgiefep hio pas eorpan wynne-
angd  and the blessed  soul- gives-up  she  this  ofearth  joy-
forleted pas lenan dreamas- and hio wip ham lice gedaxled-
leaves these  fleeting Joys: and  she  from  that  body parts-
donne cwid se engel hafad yldran had-

then says  the  angel has elder rank-

greted gast operne abeoded him godes xrende- 5
greets spirit other- announces  to-him  of-god errand-

Nu pu most feran pider pu fundadest-

Now thou  mayest g0 whither thou  didst-hasten-

longe and gelome- ic pec ledan sceal

long and often- I thee  lead shall

wegas pe sindon wepe and wuldres leoht

ways to-thee are gentle and of-glory light

torht ontyned- eart nu tid-fara-

bright opened- art  now  time-farer-

to pam halgan ham- pzr nzfre hreow cymed- 10
o the holy home- where  never  sorrow comes-

eder-gong fore yrmpum- ac pzr bip engla dream-
dwelling-going ~ for miseries- bur there  is  of-angels Joy-
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sib and gesxlignes- and sawla rest
peace  and blessedness- and  of-souls  rest-
and per 4 to feore gefeon motun-
and  there ever to life rejoice may-

dryman mid dryhten pa pe his domas her

be-glad with lord those who  his  judgments  bere-
xfnad on eorpan he him ece lean:

perform  on earth he  to-them eternal reward-
healded on heofonum pxr se hyhsta ealra
holds in heavens where the  highest  of-all
cyninga cyning ceastrum wealded-

of-kings king cities rules-

Ozt sind pa getimbru pé nd tydriad

those  are  the  buildings which not  decay
ne pam fore yrmpum pe pazr in-wuniad
nor to-those  for miseries who  there  dwell-within

lif aspringed ac him bid lenge hu sel

life fails bur  to-them  is  longer  the better
geogupe brucad- and godes miltsa:

youth they-enjoy- and  of-god  mercies-

pider sodfestra- sawla motun-

thither  of-truth-fast- souls may-

cuman zfter cwealme pa pe =xr cristes:
come after death those who before  of-Christ-
lerad and lastad- and his lof rzrad:
teach and Sulfill- and  his  praise  raise-

oferwinnad pa awyrgdan gxstas bigytad him wuldres reste:

overcome those cursed spirits obtain  for-them
Hwider sceal pzs monnes mod astigan-
Whither shall  of-that man mind ascend-
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xr oppe xfter ponne he his xnne her
before  or after when be  his one here
gast bigonge pxt se gode mote

spirit  should-tend that it  to-god  may
womma clxne in geweald cuman-
of-stains clean into power come-

Monge sindon geond middan-geard-

Many are throughout middle-earth-

hadas under heofonum- pa pe in haligra
ranks under heavens- those which in  of-holy-ones
rim  arisad we pas ryht magun

number  rise we  of-that  right can

xt  xghwylcum anra gehyran

from each of-ones hear

gif we halig bebodu healdan willad-
if we  holy  commands keep will-
M=g nu snottor guma sxle  brucan
May now wise man of-occasion enjoy

godra tida and his gzste ford

of-good  times and  his  spirit  forth
weges willian- woruld is Onhrered
of-way desire- world is  stirred-up
colap cristes lufu sindan costinga
cools of-Christ  love are temptations
geond middan-geard monge arisene
throughout middle-earth many arisen-
Swa pzt geara iu godes spelbodan
So that  of-years long-ago of-god messengers
wordum szgdon and purh witedom
with-words said and  through  prophecy
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eal 4nemdon swa hit nu gonged-

al  declared as it now  goes

Ealdad eorpan bled xpela  gehwylcre
Ages of-earth  splendor of-noble-things  of-each
and of wlite wendad wastma gecyndu-
and  from beausy  change of-fruits kinds-

bip seo sipre tid seda gehwylces

is the  later  time of-seeds of-each

metrz in magne forbon se mon ne pearf
poorer in  strength therefore  the man  not  needs
to pisse worulde wyrpe  gehycgan

from  this world improvement expect

pxt he wus fxgran gefean bringe

that it to-us  fairer Jjoy may-bring

ofer pa nipas pe we ni dreogad-

beyond  the  afflictions which  we  now endure-
xrpon endien ealle gesceafte

before end all creatures

d0a he gesette on siex dagum-

which ke ser in  sx  days

da nu under heofonum hadas cennad
those now  under beavens kinds  bring-forth
micle and mzte is pes middan-geard

great and  small is  this middle-earth

dalum gedxled dryhten sceawad

in-parts divided lord beholds
hwer pa eardien pe his & healden
where those  may-dwell who  bis  law keep

gesihd he pa domas dogra gehwylce

sees he those judgments of-days on-each
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wonian and wendan of woruld-ryhte-
wane and turn from world-right-

da  he gesette purh his sylfes word-
which  be set through  bis own word-

he fela finded fea beod gecorene

he  many  finds few  are chosen

sume  him  paxs hades hlisan willad
some  for-themselves of-thar  rank fame will
wegan on wordum and pa weorc ne dod-
bear in words and  the  works not  do-
bid him eord-wela ofer pxt ece lif

is to-them  earth-wealth above  that  eternal life

hyhta hyhst se gehwylcum sceal

of-hopes  highest which to-each shall
fold-buendra fremde geweorpan-
of-earth-dwellers strange become-

forpon hy na hyrwad haligra mod-
therefore  they now  despise of-holy-ones  mind-

da pe him to heofonum hyge stapeliad

those who  to-themselves  to heavens mind fix
witon pxt se edel ece bided

they-know  that  the homeland eternal  awaits

ealra pxre mengu pe geond middan-geard
of-all that  multitude which  throughout middle-earth
dryhtne peowiad and pas deoran ham
to-lord serve and  of-that dear home
wilniad bi gewyrhtum swa pas woruld-gestreon
desire by deeds so  these world-treasures
on pa maran god bimutad weorpad-

into the gloriows  goods exchanged  become-
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donne pxt gegyrnad pa pe him godes egsa

then that they-earn those who to-them  of-god  awe
hleonap ofer heafdum hy py hyhstan beod
leans over beads they  the highest are

prymme gepreade pisses lifes

with-majesty pressed ofthis life
purh bibodu brucad and paxs betran ford
through commands  they-enjoy and  of-that  better  forth

wyscad and wenap wuldres bycgad

wish and hope of~glory they-buy
sellad zlmessan earme  frefrad
give alms wretched-ones  they-comfort
beod ram-mode ryhtra gestreona

are liberal-minded of-right treasures
lufiad mid lacum pa pe lxs agun-
they-love  with gifts those who less  have-

deghwam dryhtne peowiap he hyra daxde sceawad-

daily to-lord they-serve be  their  deeds beholds-
sume pa wuniad on westennum

some those duwell in wastes

secad and gesittad sylfra willum

seek and occupy of-selves  with-wills

hamas on heolstrum hy 0zs heofoncundan
homes in  hiding-places they of-that heavenly
boldes bidad oft him brogan tb

of-dwelling  await often  them terror to

ladne gelxded se pe him lifes of6nn-
hateful brings he who to-them of-life  begrudges-
eawed him egsan hwilum idel wuldor
shows to-them  terror at-times  idle glory
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bragd-wis bona hafad bega creft

guile-wise slayer bas of-both  craft

eahted 4an-buendra fore him englas stondad

persecutes  of-solitary-dwellers before  them  angels stand

gearwe mid gasta wxpnum beop hyra geoca gemyndge
ready with  of-spirits weapons are their  of-help mindful

healdad haligra feorh witon hyra hyht mid dryhten 90

guard of-holy-ones  life they-know  their  hope  with lord
pxt sind pa gecostan cempan pa pam cyninge peowad
those  are  the tried champions who  to-that king serve

se nxfre pa lean aleged pam pe his lufan adreoged

who  never  the rewards withbolds from=-him who  his love endures

II - GUTHLAC’S CHOICE

Guthlac set bis mind on God’s will, despised all sin and earthly lineage, and
remembered his home in heaven. In bis first years be loved danger, until an angel
was given to bis understanding and bis sinful desires fell away. Two watchers then
contended for him, an angel and the bateful spirit: one told him of the joys of beaven,
the other urged him to seek out robbers by night and win bis way in the world. God
ended the strife in the angel’s favor, and Guthlac built bis dwelling on the barrow.

magun we nu nemnan pxt us neah geweard

can we  now name what  to-us  near happened

purh haligne had gecyped

through holy rank  made-known

hu gudlac his in godes willan 95
bow  Guthlac  his in  of-god will

mod gerehte man eall forseah

mind directed sin all despised
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eordlic apelu upp gemunde
earthly nobility above  remembered
ham in heofonum him was hyht to pam-
home in heavens to-him  was  hope to  thar

sippan hine in-lyhte se pe lifes weg

after him  enlightened he who of-life  way
100 gzstum gearwad and him giefe sealde

for-spirits prepares and  ro-him  grace gave

engelcunde paxt he ana ongan

angelic so-that  he alone  began

beorg-sepel  bugan and his bled gode

mountain-dwelling  inhabit and  bis  prosperity  to-god
purh eadmedu ealne gesealde-
through  humility all gave

done pe he 6n geogude bigan sceolde

that which  he in youth enjoy should
105 worulde wynnum hine weard biheold
of-world with-joys him  guardian  bebeld
halig of heofonum se pzt hluttre mod
holy from beavens who  that pure mind
in pxs gxstes god georne trymede-
in  of-the  spirit good earnestly  strengthened-
Hwzt we hyrdon oft pxt se halga wer
Lo we  have-heard often that  the  holy  man
in pa wrestan zldu gelufade
in  the first age loved
110 frecnessa fela fyrst was swa-peana
of-perils many time was nevertheless
in godes dome hwonne gudlace
in  ofgod judgment when to-Guthlac
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on his ondgietan engel sealde

in his  understanding angel gave

pzt him swedraden synna lustas

that  from-him  should-subside of-sins desires-
Tid was toweard hine twegen ymb
Time was  approaching him two about
weardas wacedon pa gewin drugon 115
watchers watched who  strife waged
engel dryhtnes and se atela gest

angel of-lord and the  dire  spirit-
nales hy him gelice lare bzron
not-at-all  they to-him  alike teachings bore

in his modes gemynd mongum tidum-
into  his  of-mind thought at-many times-
oper him pas eorpan ealle sxgde

one to-him  this earth all told

lene under lyfte and pa longan god 120
fleeting  under sky and  those  lasting  goods
herede on heofonum pzr haligra

praised in beavens where  of-holy-ones
sawla gesittad in sigor-wuldre

souls sit in victory-glory

dryhtnes dreamas he him dzda lean
of-lord Joys he  to-them of-deeds reward

georne gielded pam pe his giefe willad

readily pays to-those who  his  gift will

picgan to ponce and him pas woruld 125
receive with  thanks and  to-them  this world

uttor letan ponne pzt ece lif.

outer let than that  eternal life.
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Oper hyne scyhte pxt he sceadena gemot
Other him urged that  he  of-robbers  assembly
nihtes sohte and purh nepinge

by-night  should-seck and  through  daring

wunne xfter worulde swa dod wrec-macgas
should-strive  after world as do exile-men
pa pe ne bimurnad- monnes feore

those who not  care-about- of-man  for-life

pzs pe him to honda hupe gelzded
of-that  which to-them  to bands booty brings
butan hy py reafe redan motan-

unless they that plunder dispose may-

Swa hy hine trymedon on twa healfa:

So they  him urged on  two sides-
oppxt pzs gewinnes weoroda dryhten
until of~that strife of-hosts lord

on pxs engles dom ende gereahte-

in  ofthe  angel  judgment end decreed-

feond was geflymed sippam frofre gest

fiend was  put-to-flight after  of-comfort  spirit
in gudlaces geoce gewunade

in  of-Guthlac belp dwelt

lufade hine and lzrde lenge hu geornor
loved bhim  and  taught longer  the  more-eagerly
pzt him leofedan londes wynne

that  to-him became-dear of-land Jjoys

bold on beorhge oft pxr broga cwom
duwelling  on bill often  there  terror came
egeslic and uncud eald-feonda nid

terrible  and  strange of-old-fiends  malice
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searo-crxftum swip hy him sylf hyra

in-cunning-crafts strong they to-him  themselves  of-their

onsyn ywdon and per axr fela

presence showed and  there before many

setla geszton ponan sid tugon

of-seats  occupied thence  journey  drew

wide wade wuldre byscyrede 145
wide  wandering of~glory deprived

lyft-lacende waxs seo londes stow

air-sporting was  the  of-land  place

bimipen fore monnum- oppxt meotud onwrah

hidden from men- until ordainer revealed

beorg 6n bearwe pa se bytla cwom

hill in grove when  the builder  came

se pzr haligne ham arerde:

who  there holy home raised-

nales  py he giemde purh gitsunga 150
not-at-all  because  be cared through  covetousness

lenes  lif-welan ac pxt lond gode

of-fleeting  life-wealth but  that  land  to-god

feegre gefreopode sippan feond oferwon

fairly consecrated after fiend  he-overcame

cristes cempa he gecostad weard

of-Christ  champion he tried became

in gemyndigra monna tidum-

in of-mindful men times-

dara pe nu gena purh gastlicu 155
of-those  who now  still through  spiritual

wundor [hine] weordiad and his wisdomes

wonders [bim] honor and  his  of-wisdom
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hlisan healdad pxt se halga peow

fame hold which the  holy  servant
elne ge-eode pa he ana gesxt
with-courage  achieved when he  alone sat

dygle stowe- dxr he dryhtnes lof

secret place- where  be of-lord praise
reahte and razrde oft purh reorde abead
recited and  raised often  through  voice  announced
pam pe prowera peawas lufedon

to-those who  of-martyrs customs loved

godes zrendu pa him gzst onwrah
of-god messages when  to-him  spirit  revealed
lifes snyttru pxt he his licchoman

of-life  wisdom so-that he  his body

wynna forwyrnde and woruld-blissa

of-joys denied and of-world-blisses

seftra setla and symbel-daga

of-softer  seats and of-feast-days

swylce eac idelra eagena wynna

likewise  also  of-idle eyes ofjoys

gierelan gielp-lices him was godes egsa
of-garment boastful to-him  was ~ of-god  awe
mara in gemyndum ponne he menniscum
greater  in thoughts than he buman
prymme after ponce pegan wolde
with-majesty  after  pleasure receive would
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III - THE BARROW

Guthlac was good, and an angel stood near him as be raised the cross of Christ
on the hill, where be overcame many perils. The devils could not leave their envy
alone. They brought him temptation after temptation, threatening to burn bim
on the barrow and telling bim be bad taken by violence the wilderness where they
used to rest. Guthlac answered them: the God who rules their need will keep bim;
be can raise his bouse alone; let them depart, for the land is bis.

god wzs gudlac he in geste bazr 170

good  was  Guthlac he in  spiric  bore

heofoncundne hyht hzlu gerxhte

heavenly hope salvation  attained

ecan lifes him was engel neah

of-eternal  life to-him  was  angel near

fxle freodu-weard pam pe feara sum

faithful  peace-guardian to-him who of-few  one

mearc-lond geszt pzr he mongum weard

border-land occupied where  be to-many became

bysen on brytene sippan biorg gestah 175
example in Britain after hill  he-ascended

eadig oretta and-wiges heard

blessed  warrior in-resistance hard

gyrede hine georne mid gestlicum wepnum

equipped  him eagerly with spiritual weapons

wong bletsade- * k%

plain be-blessed- (lacuna)

Him to =zt-stzlle xrest arzrde:

To-him for  support first raised-

cristes rode pxr se cempa oferwon 180
of-Christ  rood where the champion  overcame
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frecnessa fela frome wurdun monge
of-perils many bold became many
godes prowera we pzs gudlace
of-god martyrs we  of-that to-Guthlac

deorwyrdne dal dryhtne cennad-

precious portion to-lord ascribe-

he him sige sealde and snyttru-creft
he  to-him victory  gave and wisdom-craft
mundbyrd meahta ponne mengu cwom
protection of-powers when  multitude  came
feonda fer-scytum fehde rzran
of-fiends  with-sudden-shots feud to-raise

ne meahton hy efeste an forletan
not could they  envy alone leave

ac to gudlaces gaste geleddun

but 1o of-Guthlac spirit  they-brought
frasunga fela him was fultum neah
of-temptations  many to-him  was belp near

engel hine elne trymede ponne hy him yrre hweopan

angel him  with-courage strengthened when  they to-him angry  threatened
frecne fyres wylme stodan him on fede-hwearfum
fercely of-fire  with-surge they-stood  to-him  in marching-troops
cwedon pzt he on pam beorge byrnan sceolde
they-said that  he on  the hill burn should
and his licchoman lig forswelgan

and bis body flame devour

pxt his earfepu eal gelumpe

that  his  bardships all  should-befall

mod-cearu  mzgum gif he monna dream

mind-care to-kinsmen if he ofmen  Jjoy
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of pam orlege eft ne wolde

from  the strife again  not  would

sylfa gesecan and his sibbe ryht

himself  seck and  bis  oftkin  right

mid mon-cynne- maran  crfte

among mankind- with-greater  power

willum bewitigan letan wrazce stille

with-wills observe let exile still-

Swa him yrsade se for ealle sprec 200
So to-him  raged he-who  for all spoke

feonda mengu no py forhtra was

of-fiends  multitude not the more-afraid  was

gullaces gast ac him god sealde

of-Guthlac  spirit bur  to-him  god gave

ellen wip pam egsan pxt pas eald-feondes
courage against  the terror so-that  of-that old-fiend
scyldigra scolu scome prowedon-

of-guilty troop shame suffered-

wzron teon-smidas tornes fulle 205
were injury-smiths of-anger  ful

cwzdon pzt him gudlac eac gode sylfum
they-said that  to-them  Guthlac also  to-god  himself
earfepa mast ana gefremede-

of-hardships ~ greatest alone caused-

sippan he for wlence on westenne

after he  for pride in wilderness

beorgas brace pxr hy bidinge

hills broke-into where they  abiding
earme and'SaCan Xror mostun 210
wretched  adversaries earlier might
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xfter tintergum tidum brucan-

after torments of-times enjoy-

donne hy of wapum- werge cwoman
when they from wanderings- weary came
restan ryne-pragum rowe gefegon
to-rest in-course-times in-quiet  they-rejoiced

was him seo gelyfed purh lytel fxc
was to-them it granted through  little  space

215 stod seo dygle stow dryhtne in gemyndum
stood the  secret  place to-lord in thoughts
idel and @men epel-richte  feor
empty and  desolate from-homeland-right  far-
bad  biszce betran hyrdes

awaited  of-contest of-better  keeper
to pon eald-feondas ondan noman-
at  that old-fiends malice took-
swa hi singales sorge dreogad
as they  perpetually sorrow endure

220 ne motun hi on eorpan eardes brucan
not may  they on earth of-dwelling  enjoy
ne hy lyft swefed in leoma restum
nor them  air [ulls in  of-limbs rests

ac hy hleo-lease hama poliad

bur they  shelter-less of-homes  lack

in cearum cwipad cwealmes wiscad

in cares they-lament of-death they-wish

willen pzt him dryhten purh deades cwealm

they-desire  that  to-them lord through ~ of-death  torment
225 to hyra earfeda ende geryme-

to  of-their  hardships end  may-open-
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ne mostun hy gudlaces

not might

ne purh sar-slege

nor through  pain-blow

wid licchoman

from body

ahofun hearm-stafas

raised

sorge seofedon

sorrow

weard on wonge

guardian  on

ofgiefan gnornende

they

harm-speeches

they-bewailed

plain
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gaste sceppan

barm

of-Guthlac to-spirit
sawle gedlan

soul part

ac hy lige-searwum
but they  with-lying-wiles

hleahtor alegdon-
laughter laid-aside-

hi swidra oferstag

pa

when  them  stronger  overcame

sceoldon wrac-mecgas
exile-men

had-to

grene beorgas
bills

give-up lamenting green

hwapre hy pa gena godes andsacan
however they then  still of-god  adversaries
segdon  sar-stafum swipe geheton

said with-grievous-words strongly  threatened

pxt he deapa gedal dreogan sceolde
that  he of-deaths parting endure should

gif he leng bide lapran  gemotes:
if he  longer awaits of-more-hateful ~ meeting-

hwonne hy
when they
pa pe for
those who  for
gudlac him

Guthlac ~ to-them

dedum wid

in-deeds  against

mid mengu maran cwome

with  multitude greater  might-come

his life lyt sorgedon:

bis  life little cared-

ongean pingode cwxd pxt hy gielpan ne porftan
in-return  answered said ~ that they  boast  not  needed

dryhtnes meahtum peah pe ge me dead gehaten

of-lord powers though that you to-me death — promise
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mec wile wid pam nipum genergan

me will  against  the  afflictions save

se pe eowrum nydum wealded.

be who  ofyour  meeds rules
An is zlmihtig god se mec maxg eade gescyldan
One is almighty god who  me can easily shield
he min feorg freopad ic eow fela wille
be my life protects I to-you much  will
sopa  gesecgan mag ic pis setl on eow
of-truths tell can I this seat from  you
butan earfedum ana gedringan-
without bardships alone wrest-
Ne eam ic swa fealdg swa ic eow fore stonde
Not am I  so  destitute as I you before  stand
monna weorudes ac me mara dzl
of-men of-host but  to-me  greater  portion
in godcundum gast-gerynum
in divine spirit-mysteries
wunad and weaxed se me wrape healded-
dwells  and  grows who me  firmly  holds
ic me anum her eade getimbre
I for-me  alone  bere easily build
hus and hleonad me on heofonum sind
bouse  and shelter to-me in heavens are
lare  gelonge mec pas lyt tweop
teachings ~ dependent me  of-that little  doubts
pxt me engel t ealle gelxded
that  me  angel 1o all brings
spowende sped spreca and dxda-
prospering success of~speeches  and  of~deeds-
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gewitad nu awyrgde werig-mode 255
depart now  accursed weary-minded

from pissum earde pe ge her on stondad

from this  dwelling which you here on  stand

fleod on feor-weg ic me frid wille

flee on far-way I for-me peace  will

xt gode gegyrnan ne sceal min gest mid eow

from  god earn not shall  my  spirit  with  you

gedwolan dreogan ac mec dryhtnes hond

error endure but  me of-lord band

mundad mid magne her sceal min wesan 260
protects with power bere  shall ~ mine be

eordlic  epel nales eower leng

earthly homeland not-at-all  yours  longer

IV - THE DEVILS’ TAUNT

The devils clamor about the hill and boast they have never found such pride in one
man. They ask what be will live on, promise bim bunger and thirst, and threaten
to trample him. Guthlac answers without a weapon: the plain will not be settled
through bloodshed, and be will please Christ with a dearer offering. Though they
vex his body with pain they cannot touch his soul, and his eternal part will go to a
fairer dwelling. The care-spirits shriek again, but Christ’ praise grows in him.

da weard breahtm hzfen beorg ymb-stodan
then  became clamor raised bill they-stood-about
hwearfum wrac-macgas wod up astag
'l'n'ITODPX exile-men Cry up rose
cearfulra cirm cleopedon: monige

ofssorrowful  shrick cried- many
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feonda fore-sprecan firenum gulpon-
of-fiends spokesmen of-crimes boasted-

oft we ofersegon be sem tweonum
ofien we  bave-surveyed by seas  beoween
peoda peawas przce modigra

of-nations  customs violence of-proud

para pe in gelimpe life weoldon-
of-those who in  fortune of-life ruled-

no we oferhygdu anes monnes

not  we pride of-one man

geond middan-geard maran fundon-
throughout middle-earth greater found-
Ou pzt gehatest pxt Ou ham on us
thou that  promisest that  thou home from us
gegan wille eart de  godes yrming:
win wilt art  for-thyself  of-god wretch-

bi hwon scealt pu lifgan peah pu lond age

by what shalt  thou live though  thou land  hast
ne pec mon hider mose feded-

not thee  ome  hither with-food ~ feeds-

beod pe hungor and purst hearde gewinnan
are to-thee  bunger and  thirst bard adversaries
gif pu gewitest swa wilde deor

if  thou  departest like wild  beast

ana from epele nis pxt onginn wiht
alone  from  homeland not-is  that  undertaking anything-
geswic Disses setles ne mxg bpec sellan red
cease ofthis seat not  can  to-thee  better  counsel
mon gelxran ponne peos mengu eall-

one teach than this  multitude  all-
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we pe

we  to-thee  are

oppe pec ungearo

or thee unready
maran mea gne
with-greater force

hondum hrinan

with-hands touch

wxpna wundum-

of-weapons
fotum afyllan
with-feet fell
meara preatum-

of-horses  with-troops-

beod pa gebolgne

are those

tredad pec and tergad

tread thee  and

to-berad pec blodgum lastum

beod holde

gracious

with-wounds-

enraged

SAINT GUTHLAC

gif pu us hyran wilt
if  thou

to-us  obey wilt

eft gesecad

again  we-seek

pxt e

so-that

mon ne pearf

to-thee  one  not  needs
ne pin hra feallan
body fall

wic

nor  thy

we pas magun
we  these dwellings can

folc in Jriced-

host in  presses:

and mon-farum-

with-man-hosts-

pa pec breodwiad

thee

and

who trample

and hyra torn wrecad

tear and  their  anger wreak

gif pu ure bidan pencest:

tear-apart  thee  with-bloody tracks if  thou for-us to-wait  thinkest-
we pec  nipa  genzgad ongin pe  generes wilnian
we  thee with-afflictions assail begin  for-thyself  of-refuge  to-desire
far pzr Ou freonda wene gif du pines feores recce

go  where thou of-friends  hopest if  thou of-thy life carest-
gearo was gudlac hine god fremede

ready was  Guthlac him  god  furthered

on ondsware

and on elne strong

in answer and in courage strong
ne wond he for worde ac his wiper-breocum
not  flinched ~ he  before  word but  to-his adversaries
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295 sorge geszgde cude him sod genog:
sorrow declared knew  to-them truth  enough-
wid is pes westen wrzc-setla fela
wide is  this  wilderness of-exile-seats  many
eardas onhzle earmra gasta
duwellings  hidden of-wretched  spirits
sindon wzr-logan pe pa wic bugad-
are covenant-breakers who  those dwellings  inbabit-
peah ge pa ealle ut abanne
though  you them  all out  summon

300 and eow eac gewyrce widor-szce
and  for-you also make resistance
ge her ateod in pa torn-wrzce
you here  draw into the anger-vengeance
sigeleasne  si0 no ic eow sweord ongean
victory-less Journey not I to-you sword against

mid gebolgne hond odberan pence

with enraged hand bear-forth  think
worulde wapen ne sceal pes wong gode
of—warld weapon not  shall this plain to—gad

305 purh blod-gyte gebuen weordan

through  blood-shed inhabited become

ac ic minum criste cweman bence

bur I to-my Christ please think
leofran  lace nu ic pis lond gestag:
with-dearer  offering now I this land  bave-mounted-
fela ge me earda purh idel word
many you to-me of-dwellings through  idle  words
aboden habbad nis min breost-sefa
offered have nov-is  my  breast-mind
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forht ne fege ac me fride healded 310
afraid  nor  doomed but  me  in-peace bolds

ofer monna cyn se pe mzgna gehwzs

over of-men  race he who  of-powers of-each

weorcum wealded: nis me wiht =t eow

with-works rules- not-is to-me anything from  you

leofes gelong ne ge me lapes wiht

of-dear  dependent nor you to-me of-harm anything

gedon motun ic eom dryhtnes peow-

do may I  am of-lord servant-

he mec purh engel oft afrefred- 315
bhe me  through  angel often  comforts:

fordon mec longepas Iyt gegretad

therefore me longings little assail

sorge sealdun nu mec sawel-cund

sorrows gave now  me soul-born

hyrde bihealded is min hyht mid god-

keeper beholds is  omy hope  with  god-

ne ic me eord-welan owiht sinne

nor I for-me  earth-wealth anything  care-for

ne me mid mode micles gyrne 320
nor to-me with  mind of-much  desire

ac me dogra gehwam dryhten sended

but  to-me  of-days on-each lord sends

purh monnes hond mine pearfe-

through  of-man band my need-

Swa modgade se  wid mongum stod

So was-brave he-who  against many stood

awreded weordlice wuldres cempa

supported worthily of-glory ~ champion
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engla magne gewat eal ponan

of-angels  by-might departed  all thence

feonda mengu ne wzs se fyrst micel
offiends  multitude not was the time  great
pe hi gudlace forgiefan pohtan-

which  they  to-Guthlac grant thought-

He was on elne and on ead-medum
He was  in  courage and  in bumility
bad on beorge wzs him botles neod:
waited on bill was  to-him of-dwelling  need-
for-let longepas lenra  dreama

gave-up longings of-fleeting Joys

no he hine wid monna miltse gedaxlde
not he  him  from  of-men mercy parted
ac gesynta bad sawla gehwylcre

but  of-welfare  prayed of-souls for-each

ponne he to eordan on pam anade
when he to earth in the  solitude
hleor onhylde him of heofonum weard
face bowed to-him  from beavens became
onbryrded breost-sefa blide gaste-

inspired breast-mind with-glad  spirit-
oft eahtade was him engel neah
often  considered was  to-him  angel  near
hu pisse worulde wynna porfte
how  of-this world of-joys  he-needed
mid his licchoman lzsast brucan:
with bis body least enjoy-
no him fore egsan earmra gxsta
not  to-him before  terror of-wretched  spirits
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treow getweode

faith wavered

pzs pe he for his dryhtne

of-that which  he  for
pat hine =xreste
that bim first
slepa sluman
of-sleeps  slumber
swa sceal oretta
50 shall

warrior
gode compian
Jorgod  fight

oft on ondan
often in  enmity
sawla gehwylcre
ofsouls  for-each
Symle hy gudlac
Ever they  Guthlac
fromne fundon
bold found

S

AINT GUTHLAC

ne he tid forsxt

nor

bis

be  time neglected

lord endure

elne binoman

of-co
oppe

urage  deprived

sene mod-

or  sluggish  mind-

a

ever

in his mode

in  his  mind

and his gest beran

and
pam
to-him
par
where
in

in

bis  spirit bear

pe eahtan wile
who  persecute  will
he geszlan mag:
be ensnare can-
godes willan
of-god will

ponne flyge-reowe

when flight-fierce

purh nihta genipu-

through  of-nights mists:

pa pe onhale
those who  hidden

hwapere him pas wonges

however

woldun paxt him to mode

they-wished  that  to-him

sorg gesohte

sorrow  should-come

to-them  of-that

neosan cwoman

to-visit came

eardas weredon-

dwellings

to  mind for

plain Joy

defended-

pxt he sip tuge

that b

e journey should-take
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should

wyn swedrade
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fore mon-lufan
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355 eft to eple ne wxs pxt ongin swylc
again  to  homeland not was  that undertaking  such-
donne hine engel on pam anade
when bim  angel in  the  solitude
geornast grette and him giefe sealde
most-eagerly  greeted and  to-him  grace gave
pxt hine ne meahte meotudes willan
that ~ him  not could of-ordainer will
longad gelettan ac he on paxs lareowes
longing binder bur  he in  of-the teacher

360 were gewunade oft worde bicwzd
covenant dwelt often  with-word  declared

huru pzs bihofad se Oc him halig gxst

indeed  of-that  has-need he who to-him  holy  spirit
wisad on willan and his weorc trymad
guides in will and  bis works  strengthens
lapad hine lipum wordum gehated him lifes raste
invites  him  with-gentle words promises  to-him of-life  rest
pxt he pazs latteowes larum  hyre
that  he  of-that guide to-teachings  should-obey-

365 ne lete him eald-feond eft oncyrran
nor  should-let  to-him old-fiend again turn
mod from his meotude- Hu sceal min cuman
mind  from  his ordainer- How  shall  mine come
gast to geoce nemne ic gode sylle
spirit to belp unless I to-god  give
hyrsumne hige pxt him heortan geponc: ** *
obedient mind that  to-him  of-heart thought-  (lacuna)
xr oppe sid ende geweorde
early  or  lare end  may-become
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pxt ge mec to wundre wagan motun

that  you me  for  wonder afflict may

ne meg min licchoma wid pas lznan gesceaft
not  can my body against  this  fleeting  creation
dead gedalan ac he gedreosan sceal

death part but it perish shall

swa peos eorde eall pe ic her on stonde:

as this earth all which I here on stand-
deah ge minne fles[c]-homan fyres wylme
though  you my flesh-covering of-fire  with-surge

forgripen grom-hydge gifran  lege-

seize fierce-minded with-greedy  flame-

nxfre ge mec of pissum wordum onwendad

never  you me  from these words will-turn
pendan mec min  gewit  gelasted

while me my  understanding serves
peah pe ge hine sarum forszcen
though  that  you it with-pain vex

ne motan ge mine sawle gretan

not mﬂ}’ you my Soul toufb
ac ge on betran gebringad fordan ic gebidan wille
but you into  better bring therefore I await will

pxs pe me min dryhten demed nis me pas deapes sorg

of-that which to-me  my lord decrees not-is to-me of-thar  death
deah min bian and bléd butu geweorpen

though ~ my  bone and  blood both become

eorpan to eacan min se eca dal

to-earth  for increase my  the eternal part

in gefean fared pzr he fegran

into Joy goes where it fairer
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botles  bruced nis pisses- beorges setl
of-dwelling  enjoys not-is  of-this- bill seat
meodumre ne mara ponne hit men duge
more-fitting nor  greater than it to-men avails

se pe in prowingum peodnes willan

bhe who in sufferings of-prince will
deghwam dreoged ne sceal se dryhtnes peow
daily endures not  shall  the of-lord servant
in his mod-sefan mare gelufian

in  his mind-heart more love

eorpan xht-welan ponne his anes gemet
of-earth  possession-wealth than of-his  one  measure
pxt he his licchoman lade habbe-

that ~ he  bis body sustenance  may-have-

Da wzs eft swa ar eald-feonda nid

Then — was again  as  before of-old-fiends  malice

wroht onwylled wod oper [par]

strife stirred-up cry  other  [there]

ne lyt-hwon leodode ponne in lyft astag
not little sounded when  into  air rose
cear-gesta cirm- symle cristes lof
of-care-spirits  shriek- ever  of-Christ  praise

in gudlaces godum mode

in  of-Guthlac good mind

weox and wunade and hine weoruda god
grew and  remained and  him of-hosts god

freodade on foldan swa he feora gehwylc

protected on earth as  he  oflives each

healded in hzlo par se hyra gast
bolds in  safety where  the of-them  spirit
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pihd in peawum he wxs peara sum-

thrives  in virtues he  was  of-those  one-

ne won he =zfter worulde ac he in wuldre ahof
not strove he  after world but he in glory raised
modes wynne hwylc was mara ponne 400
of-mind Jjoy which was  greater  than

se an oretta ussum tidum

that one warrior in-our times

cempa gecyded pxt him crist fore

champion  made-known that  to-him  Christ  before

woruldlicra ma wundra gecydde

of-worldly more of-wonders  revealed

V « CARRIED INTO THE AIR

God allows the devils to touch bis body but not bis soul. They carry bim up into
the air and show bim the ways of men in the monasteries below, with their idle
possessions and boastful dress, then lead him down to the bill, lamenting that they
cannot overcome him. They mock bim with the sign set on him by a man’s band.
Guthlac answers that God made youth and its joys, and that they see only what is
worst. The poet recalls that Christ himself bore the malice of bis persecutors.

he hine scilde wid scedpen[d]ra-

he him  shielded against of-injurers-

eglum onfengum earmra gxsta: 405
dread graspings of-wretched  spirits:

waxron hy reowe to rxsanne

were they  fierce to rush

gifrum grapum- no god wolde

with-greedy grasps: not  god  wished

159



410

420

CHRIST AND GUTHLAC

pxt seo sawl pxs sar prowade

that  the  soul of-that  pain  should-suffer

in licchoman lyfde se peana

in body permitted  he  nevertheless

pzt hy him mid hondum hrinan mosten-
that  they  him  with bands touch might-
and pzt frid wid hy gefreopad ware-
and  that  peace against them protected were-
Hy hine pa hofun on pa hean lyft
They him  then  raised into the  high air
sealdon him meahte ofer monna cynn
gave to-him  power over  of-men race
pxt he fore eagum eall sceawode

that  he before  eyes al  bebeld

under haligra
of-holy

in mynsterum

under keepers

hyrda gewealdum

powers

monna geberu-

in monasteries of-men bebavior-
para pe hyra lifes purh lust brucan
of-those who  their  of-life through  pleasure enjoy

idlum zhtum
with-idle  possessions and

gierelum gielplicum

with-garments boastful

pxr bxs ealdres

where  of-that elder awe
No per pa feondas

Not  there those  fiends

ac pzxs bledes hrade
but of-that  glory quickly

and ofer-wlencum
with-excess-pride

swa bid geogude peaw

as is of-youth

egsa ne styred

not  restrains

gefeon porfton
rejoice needed
gebrocen hefdon
had

consumed
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pe him alyfed was

which  to-them  granted

pat hy his licchoman

that  they  his body

witum wzlan

with-torments  afflict

pxzs pe hy him to teonan
of-that  which they to-him for  injury
leddun hine pa of Iyfte

SAINT GUTHLAC

lytle hwile

was little while

leng ne mostan

longer  not might

ne him wiht gescod

nor to-him anything  harmed

carried-through

to pam leofestan

led him  then from  air to the dearest

earde on eordan
dwelling  on earth
beorg on bearwe
hill in grove
mandon murnende

complained mourning

pream  oferpunge

with-violence  should-overcome

him to earfedum-

to-them  for bardships-

pxt he eft gestag
so-that  he  again  mounted
bonan gnornedon
slayers lamented
px[t] hy monnes bearn
that  they  of-man child
and swa pearfendlic
and 50 needy
ana cwome

alone  should-come

gif hy him ne meahte maran sarum

if  they to-him not

gyldan gyrn-wrace-
repay grief-vengeance-
hyht in heofonas

hope in heavens

hxfde feonda feng
had of-fiends  grip
W&s seo xreste

was the first

could with-greater  pains

gudlac sette
Guthlac set
hzlu getreowde
salvation trusted
feore gedyged
with-life  survived

carmra gaesta

of-wretched  spirits
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costung ofercumen cempa wunade

temptation overcome champion dwelt

blipe on beorge was his bled mid god-

dad  on  bill was s glory with  god:
duhte him on mode pxt se mon-cynnes
seemed  to-him in  mind that  he of-mankind

eadig wzre sepe his anum her

blessed were he-who  his one here

feore gefreodade pxt him feondes hond
for-life protected so-that  to-him  of-fiend band
xt pam ytmestan ende ne scode

at the utmost end  not harmed

ponne him se dryhtnes dom wisade
when to-him  the of-lord decree  directed

to pam nyhstan nyd-gedale-

to the nearest need-parting:

hwapre him pa gena gyrna gemyndge

however to-him  then  still ofgriefs mindful
edwit-sprecan ermpu geheton

reproach-speakers miseries  promised

tornum teon-cwidum treow wzxs gecyped
with-bitter injury-speeches faith was  made-known
pxtte gudlace god leanode

that to-Guthlac god  rewarded

ellen mid arum pxt he ana gewon-
courage  with ~ honors which  he  alone won-
Him se werga gzst wordum szgde
To-him  the accursed  spirit with-words said

no we pe pus swide swencan porftan
not we thee thus  greatly afflict needed
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pzr pu fromlice freonda larum

if thou readily of-friends  to-teachings
hyran wolde pa pu hean and earm
obey wouldst when  thou  abject  and  wretched
on bis orlege xrest cwome:

into  this strife first camest-

da pu gehete pxt pec halig gast

then  thou didst-promise that  thee  holy  spirit
wid  earfepum eade gescilde-

against  bardships easily  would-shield-

for pam myrcelse pe monnes hond
for the mark which  of-man band

from pinre onsyne xpelum ahwyrfde-
from thy  countenance from-nobles  turned-away-
in pam mag-wlite monge lifgad

in the form many live

gyltum forgiefene nales gode pigad

to-sins given not-at-all  to-god  they-serve
ac hy lichoman fore lufan cwemad
but  they body for love please
wista wynnum swa ge weord-myndu
of-feasts  with-joys as  you honors

in dolum dreame dryhtne gieldad

in  foolish in-joy to-lord render

fela ge fore monnum mipad pxs pe ge in mode gehycgad:

much you before men conceal of-that which you in  mind devise-

ne beod eowre deda dyrne peah pe ge hy in dygle gefremme-

not  are your  deeds  secret though that you them in  secret perform:

we pec in lyft geleddun oftugon pe londes wynna
we  thee into  air led withbeld ~ from-thee  of-land ~ of-joys
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woldun pu pe sylfa gesawe pxt we pec sod on-stxldun
we-wished  thou thee thyself shouldst-see that  we thee truth charged
ealles pu paxs wite awunne

of-all  thou of-that  pain wonnest-

forpon pu hit onwendan ne meahtes

since thou it change not couldst
470 8a wxs agongen pzt him god wolde
then  was  come-about that  to-him  god  would

xfter prowinga ponc gegyldan
after sufferings thanks repay

pxt he martyr-had mode gelufade

that  he martyr-rank with-mind loved

sealde him snyttru on sefan gehygdum

gave to-him  wisdom in  of-mind thoughts

meagen-faste gemynd he wid mongum stod

strength-fast memory be  against many stood
475 eald-feonda elne  gebylded-

of-old-fiends with-courage  emboldened-

Szgde him to sorge pat hy sigelease

Said to-them  for  sorrow that  they  victory-less
pone grenan wong of-giefan sceoldan-

that green plain give-up should-

ge sind for-scadene on eow scyld sited
you  are condemned on  you  guilt sits

ne cunnon ge dryhten dugupe biddan

not know you lord of-benefit ask
480 ne mid eadmedum are secan
nor  with bumility mercy  seek

peah pe eow alyfde lytle hwile

though  that to-you granted little  while
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pxt ge min onwald agan mosten-

that  you of-me  power bave might-

ne ge pzt gepyldum picgan woldan

nor you that  with-patience receive would

ac mec yrringa up geleddon

but  me angrily up you-led

pxt ic of lyfte londa getimbru 485
wthat I from air oflands  buildings

geseon meahte was me swegles leoht

see could was  to-me of-sky light

torht ontyned peah ic torn druge

bright opened though I grief  endured-

Setton me in edwit pxt ic eade forber

You-set  to-me in  reproach that I  easily bore

rume regulas and repe mod

lax rules and  fierce  mind

geongra monna in godes templum 490
of-young men in  of-god temples

woldan py gehyrwan haligra lof-

you-would  by-that despise of-holy-ones  praise-

sohtun pa szmran and pa sellan no

you-sought  the worse and  the  better  not

demdan zfter dedum ne beod pa dyrne swa peah
you-judged  after deeds not  are  those  secret so however
ic eow sod sippon secgan wille

I to-you truth henceforth say will

god scop geogude and gumena dream 495
god  created youth and of-men Joy

ne magun pa after-yld in pam =restan

not can those  after-age in  the first
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blede geberan ac hy blissiad

splendor bear but  they rejoice
worulde wynnum 000zt wintra rim
of-world with-joys until  of-winters number

geged in pa geogude pxt se gxst lufad

goes into  the youth so-that the  spirit  loves
onsyn and =xtwist yldran hades-
countenance and  presence of-elder rank-

de gemete monige geond middan-geard
which fitly many throughout middle-earth

peowiad in peawum peodum ywap

serve in virtues to-nations show
wisdom weras wlencu forleosad
wisdom men pride lose

sid0an geogude gead gast afliho-

after of-youth Jolly spirit flees-

pxt ge ne scirad ac ge scyldigra
that  you mot  discern bur you  of-guilty
synne secgad sopfastra no-

sin you-tell of-truth-fast  not-

mod and mon-peaw mzran willad
mind ~ and  man-custom praise will
gefeod in firenum frofre ne wenad
you-rejoice  in crimes of-comfort not  expect

pxt ge wrac-sida wyrpe gebiden:
that  you of-exile-journeys relief  may-await-

oft ge in gestalum stondad pxs cymed steor of heofonum

often you in thefts stand of-that  comes  correction from heavens
me ponne sended se usic se mon wxg
to-me  then sends be-who  us  the man  bore |7
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se pe lifa gehwas lengu wealded-

he who of-lives  of-each length rules-
Swa hleoprade halig cempa

So spoke holy  champion

W&XS S¢C martyre from mOn'CynneS

was the  martyr from of-mankind

synnum asundrad sceolde he sares pa gen
from-sins sundered should he  of-pain then  still

dal adreogan deah pe dryhten his

portion endure though  that lord bis
witum  wolde hwat paxt wundra sum
with-torments  would lo that  of-wonders  one
monnum puhte pxt he ma wolde
to-men seemed that  he more  would
afrum  onfengum earme gwstas

with-fierce graspings wretched  spirits

hrinan leton and pxt hwapre gelomp-
touch ler and  that  however happened-
wxs pxt gen mara pzt he middan-geard
was that  still  greater that  be middle-earth
sylfa gesohte and his swat ageat

himself  sought and  his  blood  shed

on bonena hond ahte bega geweald-
into  of-slayers  hand had  of-both power-

lifes and deades pa he lustum dreag
of-life  and  of-death when  be  with-joys  endured
ead-mod on eordan ehtendra nid-

humble on earth of-persecutors  malice-
forpon is nu arlic pxt we & fastra
therefore  is  now  fitting that  we  of-law of-steadfast
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dzde demen secgen dryhtne lof
deeds should-judge should-say to-lord  praise
ealra para bisena pe us bec fore
ofall  those  examples which to-us books before
purh his wundra geweorc wisdéom  cypad
through  bis  of-wonders work wisdom — make-known

VI - THE DOOR OF HELL

Grace is measured out to Guthlac in divine strength, and he bears the narrow
Jetters of bis enemies without wavering. They carry bim at last to the door of hell,
where the doomed go in after death, and threaten to plunge him into the burning
and to pay bim for every stain. Guthlac answers that they may do as much as
Christ allows them and no more; he is God’s patient servant, and be will praise
the lord of heaven day and night while they must lament in bell.

geofu wxs mid gudlac in godcundum
grace was  with  Guthlac in divine
magne gemeted- micel is to secgan
in-power measured- much is  to tell

eall xfter orde pxt he on elne adreag:
all after  beginning what  he  in  courage  endured-
done fore-gengan feder lmihtig

that forerunner father almighty

wid onhzlum ealdor-gewinnum

against bidden life-struggles

sylfa gesette pxr his sawl weard

himself set where  his  soul  became

clene and gecostad cud is wide

clean and tried known is  widely
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geond middan-geard pxt his mod gepah

throughout middle-earth that  his  mind  throve

in godes willan is pxs gen fela

in  ofgod  will is ofithat sl much

to secgenne pxs pe he sylfa adreag

to tell of-that which  be  himself  endured

under nyd-gista nearwum clommum- 540
under  of-malice-guests narrow fetters:

he pa sir forseah a pare sawle wel *xx*

he  those pains  despised ever of-that  soul well  (lacuna)

pxs mund-boran pe pxt mod geheold

of-that protector who  that  mind held

pxzt him ne getweode treow in breostum
so-that  to-him  not wavered faith  in breast
ne him gnornunga gaste scodun-

nor to-him  lamentations to-spirit  harmed-

ac se hearda hyge halig wunade 545
but  the hard mind holy remained

oppzt he pa bysgu oferbiden hzfde

until be  those  troubles outlasted bad

prea  waron pearle pegnas grimme
afflictions were severe thanes grim

ealle hy pam feore fyl gehehton-

all they to-that  life fall  promised-

no hy hine to dead deman moston

not they him  to  death doom might

synna hyrdas ac seo sawul bad- 550
of-sins keepers but  the soul  awaited-

in licchoman leofran tide

in body dearer  time
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georne hy ongeaton pzt hyne god wolde
clearly they  perceived that  him god would
nergan wid nipum and hyra nyd-wrace
save against  afflictions and  their  need-vengeance
deope deman swa dryhten meag

deeply Jjudge as lord can

ana «lmihtig eadigra gehwone

alone  almighty of-blessed each

wid  earfepum eade gescildan-

against  hardships easily shield-

Hwzdre hine gebrohton bolgen-mode
However bim brought enraged-minded
wrade Wrec-mcgas wuldres cempan

cruel exile-men of-glory champion

halig husul-bearn zt hel-dore

holy housel-child at  hell-door

par firen-fulra fege gastas

where  of-crime-full doomed  spirits

zfter swylt-cwale secan on-ginnad
after death-torment seek begin
in-gong =«rest in pzt atule hus
entrance first into  that  dire  house
niper under nzxssas neole grundas
down under  headlands deep abysses

hy hine bregdon budon orlege

they  him dragged offered strife
egsan and ondan ar-leas-lice

terror and  malice shamefully

frecne fore swa bid feonda peaw
dire  journey as i offiends custom

170



SAINT GUTHLAC

ponne hy sod-festra sawle willad

when they  of-truth-fast souls will

synnum beswican and searo-crzftum-

with-sins deceive and  with-cunning-crafis-

ongunnon grom-heorte godes orettan

began fierce-hearted of-god warrior

in sefan swencan swipe geheton 570
in  mind afflict strongly  threatened

pxt he in pone grimman gryre gongan sceolde

that  he into  the grim horror g0 should

hweorfan gehyned to hel-warum

turn bumbled to bell-dwellers

and pzr in bendum bryne prowian-

and  there in  bonds burning  suffor-

woldun hy geteon mid torn-cwidum

would they draw with anger-speeches

earme aglaxcan in or-wennysse 575
wretched ~ monsters into despair

meotudes cempan hit ne meahte swa-

of-ordainer champion it not could s0-

cwzdon cearfulle criste  lade

said sorrowful to-Christ  bateful

to gudlace mid grimnysse

to Guthlac with flerceness

ne eart Ou gedefe ne dryhtnes peow

not art thou  fitting nor of-lord servant

clene gecostad ne cempa god- 580
clean tried nor champion  good-

wordum and weorcum wel gecyped

with-words ~ and  with-works well  made-known
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halig in heortan nu pu in helle scealt

holy in beart now thou into  hell shalt

deope gedufan nales dryhtnes leoht

deep plunge not-at-all of-lord light
habban in heofonum heah-getimbru

bave in beavens high-buildings

seld on swegle forpon pu synna to fela
seat in sky because  thou  of-sins  too many
facna gefremedes in flesc-homan-

of-crimes bast-done in flesh-covering-

we pe nu willad womma gehwylces

we  to-thee now will ofstains of-each

lean forgieldan pxr pe lapast bid
reward repay where  to-thee most-hateful  is
in dam grimmestan gxst-gewinne-

in the grimmest spirit-strife-

Him se eadga wer and-swarode

To-him the  blessed  man answered

gudlac in gaste mid godes magne:
Guthlac  in  spirit with  of-god might-

dod efne swa gif eow dryhten crist

do even 50 if  to-you lord Christ

lifes leoht-fruma lyfan wylle

of-life light-source permit  will

weoruda waldend pxt ge his wer-gengan
of-hosts ruler that  you  his vassal
in pone ladan leg ledan motan-

into  the hateful ~ flame lead may-

pxt is in gewealdum wuldor-cyninges
that  is in powers of-glory-king

172



SAINT GUTHLAC

se eow gehynde and in haft bidraf

who  you bumbled and into captivity  drove
under nearone clom nergende crist-
under narrow fetter savior Christ:
eom ic ead-mod his ombieht-hera

am I bumble bis servant-hearer

peow gepyldig ic gepafian sceal

servant patient I submit shall

xghwar ealles his anne dom

everywhere of-all his  sole  decree

and him geornlice gast-gemyndum

and  to-him eagerly with-spirit-thoughts

wille wide-ferh wesan underpyded

will for-ever be subjected

hyran holdlice minum halende

obey faithfully to-my savior

peawum and gepyncdum and him poncian
with-customs  and with-honors and  to-him thank

ealra para giefena pe god gescop

of-all  those gifts which  god  created
englum rest and eord-warum

to-angels first and  to-earth-dwellers

and ic bletsige blide mode

and 1 bless- with-glad ~ mind

lifes leoht-fruman and him lof singe
oflife light-source and  to-him praise  sing

purh gedefne dom dzges and nihtes

through  fitting  judgment by-day  and  by-night
herge in heortan heofon-rices weard-
praise in beart of-heaven-kingdom  guardian-
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pxt eow =zfre ne bid ufan  alyfed
which  to-you  ever is from-above  granted
leohtes lissum pxt ge lof moten
of-light with-graces that  you praise  may
dryhtne secgan ac ge deade sceolon
to-lord say but  you with-death must
weallendne wean wope  besingan
surging woe with-weeping bewail
heaf in helle nales herenisse
lamentation  in bell not-at-all praise

halge habban

CHRIST AND GUTHLAC

heofon-cyninges

holy have of-heaven-king

VII - BARTHOLOMEW’S WORD

Gutblac tells the devils that they are covenant-breakers, thrust into the fire for
their pride and never to be released, and that be trusts in the Trinity that holds
heaven and earth. While they threaten him, God’s messenger comes from heaven:
Bartholomew, one of the twelve, bids them carry the saint back unburt, without a
broken bone or a bloody wound, and set bhim down where they took him. They

must obey, and the messenger tells them the place belongs to Guthlac and cannot
be withheld from him.

ic pone deman in dagum minum

I that mine

Judge in days

wille weorpian wordum and dzdum

will honor with-words  and  with-deeds

lufian in life swa is lar and ar

love in life so is teaching and  honor

to spowendre sprace geleded

to prospering speech brought
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pam pe in his weorcum willan razfnad-
to-those who in  bis works will perform:
Sindon ge wr-logan swa ge in wrac-side
Are you  covenant-breakers as  you in  exile-journey
longe lifdon lege  biscencte

long lived with-flame drenched

swearte beswicene swegle benumene 625
black deceived of-sky deprived

dreame bidrorene deade Dbifolene

of-joy bereft to-death  committed

firenum bifongne feores orwenan

with-crimes  encompassed of-life despairing

pxt ge blindnesse bote fundon

that  you  of-blindness remedy  found

ge pa fxgran gesceaft in fyrn-dagum

you that  fair creation in ancient-days
gastlicne god-dream gearo forsegon 630
spiritual god-joy readily despised

pa ge wid-hogdun halgum dryhtne

when  you rejected to-holy lord

ne mostun ge a wunian in wyn-dagum
not might  you ever duwell in Jjoy-days
ac mid scome scyldum scofene wurdon
bur  with  shame  with-guilt thrust became

fore oferhygdum in ece fyr

for pride into eternal  fire-
dzr ge sceolon dreogan dead and pystro 635
where  you must endure death  and  darkness

wop to widan ealdre nxfre ge pas wyrpe gebidad

weeping  to wide age never  you of-thar  relief await
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and ic pzt gelyfe in liffruman

and I that  believe in life-source

ecne onwealdan ealra gesceafta

eternal ruler of-all creatures

pxt he mec for miltsum and mezgen-spedum
that ~ he  me  for mercies and might-abundance

640 nidda nergend nxfre wille
of-men savior never will
purh ellen-weorc an forletan
through  courage-work alone  abandon
pam ic longe in lic-homan
whom 1 long in body
and in minum gaxste gode campode
and  in my spirit for-god Jfought
purh monigfealdra megna gerynu-
through of-manifold powers mysteries-

645 fordon ic getrywe in pone torhtestan
therefore I trust in the brightest
prynesse prym se gepeahtingum
of-trinity majesty who with-counsels
hafad in hondum heofon and eordan
bas in bands beaven and earth
pxt ge mec mid nipum nzfre motan
that  you me  with  afflictions never may
torn-mode teon in tintergu
anger-minded drag into  torments

650 mine myrdran and man-sceapan
my murderers and sin-ravagers
swearte sigelease eom ic sodlice
black victory-less am I wruly
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leohte geleafan and mid lufan dryhtnes

with-light faith and  with love of-lord

fegre gefylled in minum feorh-locan:

Jairly filled nmy life-enclosure-

breostum inbryrded to pam betran him

in-breast inspired to the better home

leomum inlyhted to pam leofestan 655
in-limbs illumined to the dearest

ecan  earde par is epel-lond

to-eternal  dwelling where  is homeland

feger and gefealic in feder wuldre-

fair and Joyful in  of-father glory-

dxr eow nzfre fore nergende

where toyou  never befre  savior

leohtes leoma ne lifes hyht

of-light ray nor of-life  hope

in godes rice agiefen weorped 660
in  of-god  kingdom given becomes

for pam oferhygdum pe eow in mod astag

for the pride which  to-you into mind  rose

purh idel gylp ealles to swide

through idle  boasting of-all  too  greatly
wendun ge and woldun wiper-hycgende
thought you and would adversary-minded

pxt ge scyppende sceoldan gelice

that  you to-creator should alike

wesan in wuldre eow pxr wyrs gelomp- 665
be in glory to-you  there  worse befell-

da eow se waldend wrade bisencte

when  you  the ruler cruelly sank
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in bzt swearte susl

into  that black

ad

pyre

inzled attre

kindled

purh deopne dom

through deep

judgment
engla gemana
of-angels  fellowship as

wesan wide-ferh

torment

with-poison

p&r eow siddan was
where  to-you afterward  was
geblonden

mingled

dream afyrred

Jjoy withdrawn

swa nu awa sceal

now ever  shall

pxt ge warnysse

be for-ever that  you  of-covenant
bryne-wylm habben nales bletsunga-
burning-surge should-have not-at-all blessings-

ne purfun ge wenan

nor need you  expect

pxt ge mec synfulle
sinfil
under sczd sconde
ofshame

that  you  me

shade

under

ne in bxl-blesan

nor into

fire-blaze
in helle hus
of-hell

par

into house where

sweart sin-nehte
black perpetual-night
grim gast-cwalu
grim spirit-torment

dead sceolon dreogan
death

must endure

agan mid englum

to-have  with angels

strife

where  you

wuldre biscyrede
ofglory  deprived
mid searo-craftum
with cunning-crafts
scufan motan
thrust may

on hinder

bregdon

drag on  backward

eow is him sceapen

to-you is  home

shaped

sacu butan ende

without  end

par ge gnornende

lamenting

and ic dreama wyn

and I delight

ofjoys
in pam uplican
in the

upper
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rodera  rice pxr is ryht cyning
of-heavens  kingdom where is  righteous king
help and hzlu hazlepa cynne

help and  salvation of-heroes  to-race

dugud and drohtad- da cwom dryhtnes  ar

benefit and  condition- then  came of-lord messenger

halig of heofonum se purh hleopor abead 685
holy from heavens who  through voice announced

ufan'cundne ege earmum ga’,stum'

from-above-born  awe to-wretched spirits-

het eft hrade unscyldigne

bade again  quickly guiltless-one

of pam wrzc-side wuldres cempan

from  the  exile-journey of-glory champion
ledan lim-halne pxt se leofesta

to-lead limb-whole so-that the  dearest

gast gegearwad in godes ware 690
spirit prepared in  ofgod  covenant

on gefean ferde- da weard feonda preat
in Jjoy went- then  became  of-fiends  troop
acol for dam egsan ofer-mecga spraec
terrified before  the terror over-man spoke

dyre dryhtnes pegn dzg hluttre scin

dear of-lord thane day clearly  shone

hafde gudlaces gast in gewealdum

had of-Guthlac spirit in powers

modig mund-bora meahtum spedig 695
brave protector in-powers rich

peostra  pegnas prea-niedlum bond

of-darknesses  thanes with-afflictions bound
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nyd  onsette and geneahhe bibead:

constraint  imposed and earnestly commanded-

ne sy him banes bryce ne blodig wund

not be to-him of-bone breaking nor  bloody  wound

lices lzla ne lapes wiht

of-body  bruise nor of-harm  anything

pxs pe ge him to dare gedon motan

of-that which you to-him for injury do may

ac ge hine gesundne asettap pxr ge hine sylfne genoman
but you  him sound shall-set where you  him self

he sceal py wonge wealdan

be shall  that  plain rule

ne magon ge him pa wic for-stondan-

not can you  from-him  those dwellings withhold-
ic eom se dema se mec dryhten heht
I am  the  judge whom  me lord bade

snude gesecgan pxt ge him sara gehwylc

quickly to-tell that  you to-him of-pains each
hondum gehzlde and him hearsume
with-hands ~ should-heal and  to-him obedient

on his sylfes dom sippan weron-

at bis own decree afterward  should-be-

ne sceal ic mine onsyn fore eowere

nor sball I my  face before  your

mengu mipan ic eom meotudes pegn
multitude bide I  am of-ordainer  thane

eom ic para twelfa sum pe he getreoweste
am I of-those  twelve one whom  be most—faithful
under monnes hiw mode gelufade-

under  ofman  form in-mind  loved:
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he mec of heofonum hider onsende

bhe me  from beavens bither sent

geseah pzt ge on eordan fore «f[s]tum

saw that  you on earth for envies

on his wer-gengan wite legdon-

on  his vassal torment laid-

Is pxt min bropor mec his bysgu gehreaw
I that my brother me  his  trouble grieved
ic pat gefremme pxr se freond wunad

I that  will-accomplish where the  friend dwells

on paxre socne pe ic pa sibbe wid hine
in the refuge in-which I that peace  with  him
healdan wille nu ic his helpan mot

keep will now I him bl may

pxt ge min onsynn oft sceawiad:

that  you  my face often  shall-behold-

nu ic his geneahhe neosan wille

now I him  frequently visit will

sceal ic his word and his weorc in gewitnesse
shall I his words and  his works in witness

dryhtne lzdon he his dzde conn
to-lord bring he  his  deeds  knows
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VIII - THE GREEN PLAIN

The devils carry Guthlac gently home, and the birds come to bis band for food.
The plain is serene again, the earth in bloom, the cuckoos announcing the year,
and be lives there in God’s keeping. The poet says these wonders happened in our
own days and are not to be doubted, since God works them to strengthen frail
minds. Guthlac’s spirit is led by angels to its reward, and the section closes with
those who earn the same home by holding the teaching of the glory-king.

d0a was gudlaces gast geblissad

then  was  of-Guthlac spirit gladdened

sippan bartholomeus aboden hzfde

after Bartholomew announced  had

godes zrendu gearwe stodun

of-god message ready stood

hzftas hearsume pa pzs halgan word
captives obedient those of-thatr  holy-one  word
lyt ofer-leordun- ongon pa leofne sid
little transgressed- began  then  dear  journey

dragan dom-eadig dryhtnes cempa

make judgment-blessed of-lord champion

eordan dzle:
of-earth

to pam onwillan

to the desired region:

hy hine bzron and him bryce heoldon

they  him bore and  to-him breaking

kept

hofon hine hondum and him hryre burgun

raised him  with-hands and  to-him  fall  they-guarded-against
waxron hyra gongas under godes egsan
were their goings under of-god awe

smepe and gesefte
and

smooth gentle

sige-hredig cwom

victory—exulting came

182



SAINT GUTHLAC

bytla to pam beorge hine bletsadon

builder  to the bill him blessed

monge mag-wlitas meaglum reordum-

many kinds with-earnest voices-
treo-fugla tuddor tacnum  cyddon

oftree-birds offspring with-signs  made-known

eadges  eft-cyme oft he him «te heold
of-blessed-one return often  he  for-them food  kept

onne hy him hungrige mb hond flugon
y grig y g

when they  to-him hungry about  hand flew
gredum gifre geoce gefegon-

with-greeds  eager of-help rejoiced-

swa pxt milde mod wid mon-cynnes

o  that  mild  mind from  of-mankind

dreamum gedzlde dryhtne peowde
Joys parted to-lord served
genom him to wildeorum wynne
took to-him  for  wild-beasts Jjoy
sippan he pas woruld forhogde
afier  he this  world  despised
Smolt was se sige-wong and sele niwe
Serene was  the  victory-plain and  dwelling  new

feger fugla reord folde geblowen

fair of-birds  voice earth blossomed
geacas gear budon guplac moste
cuckoos year  announced Guthlac ~ might
eadig ond onmod eardes brucan-
blessed ~ and  resolute of-dwelling enjoy-
stod se grena wong in godes ware
stood  the  green  plain in  ofgod  covenant
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hxzfde se heorde

bad the  keeper

feondas afyrde
fiends removed

willa geworden

desire become

para
of-those  which
oppe we selfe

or we

pe yldran

elders

ourselves

hwet we bpissa wundra
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sepe of heofonum cwom

who  from heavens

hwylc was fegerra
which was fairer

in wera life

in  of-men life
usse gemunde
ours  remembered

sippan cupen-

afterward  knew-

lo we  of-these  wonders witnesses
eall pas ge-eodon in ussera
all  these  came-about in  of-our

tida timan forpon bzs tweogan ne pearf

times time therefore

xnig ofer eordan

any over earth

Ac swilc god wyrced

But  such god
to trumnape
for  confirmation

pa gewitnesse

that testimony

ponne hy in gesihpe
when they in sight

Swa se xlmihtiga
So the almighty
lufad under lyfte

loves under sky

works

by

by-that  less  the frail

wendan

of-that doubt not
zlda cynnes-
of-men  of-race-
gasta lifes

of-spirits  of-life

purfe
doubr should-need

of-truth enjoy-
ealle gesceafte
all creatures

in licchoman

in body
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monna magde geond middan-geard
of-men tribes throughout middle-earth
wille se waldend pxt we wisdom a
wills the ruler that  we wisdom  ever
snyttrum  swelgen pat his sod fore us
with-wisdoms  should-drink that  his  truth before us

on his giefena gyld genge weorde-

in  his  ofgifis  requital effective  may-become-
da he us to are and to ondgiete
which  he to-us for grace and  for understanding
syled and sended sawlum rymed
gives and sends to-souls opens

lipe lif-wegas leohte gerxhte-

gontle  life-ways with-light  reached-
nis pxt huru lesast pxt seo lufu cyped
not-is  that  indeed least that  the  love  makes-known
ponne heo in monnes mode getimbred

when it in  of-man mind builds
gastcunde gife swa he gudlaces

spirit-born grace as he  of-Guthlac

dagas and daxde purh his dom ahof

days and  deeds through  bis  decree  raised

waxs se fruma fzstlic feondum 6n o6ndan
was  the beginning  steadfast to-fiends in  malice
geseted wid synnum pxr he sippan lyt

set against sins where  he  afterward little
waxre  gewonade oft his word gode
of-covenant  diminished often  his  word  to-god

purh ead-medu up onsende

through bumility up sent
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let his ben cuman in pa beorhtan gesceaft
let  his  prayer come into  the bright creation
poncade peodne pxs bpe he in prowingum
thanked to-prince of-that which  he in sufferings
bidan moste hwonne him betre lif

wait might when to-him  better  life

purh godes willan agyfen worde-

through  of-god will given  with-word-
Swa wzs gudlaces gast geleded-

So was  of-Guthlac spirit led-

engla fadmum in up-rodor

of-angels  in-embraces into  up-heaven

fore onsyne eces deman

before  face of-cternal  judge

lzeddon leoflice him was lean geseald
they-led lovingly to-him  was  reward given
setl on swegle pxr he symle mot
seat  in sky where  be ever may
awo to ealdre eard-fest wesan

ever 1o age dwelling-fast be

blide bidan is him bearn godes

glad abide is to-him  child of-god
milde mund-bora meahtig dryhten
mild protector mighty lord

halig hyrde heofon-rices weard:

holy keeper of-heaven-kingdom  guardian-
Swa sodfaestra sawla motun

So of-truth-fast souls may

in ecne geard up gestigan

into eternal dwelling up ascend
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rodera  rice pa pe rxfnad her

of-heavens  kingdom those who  perform  here

wordum and weorcum wuldor-cyninges

with-words ~ and  with-works of-glory-king

lare  longsume on hyra lifes tid

teachings  long-lasting in  their of-life time

earniad on eordan ecan lifes 795
earn on earth of-eternal  life

hames in heahpu pxt beod husel-weras

of-home in beight those  are housel-men

cempan gecorene criste leofe

champions chosen to-Christ  dear

berad in breostum beorhtne geleafan

bear in breasts bright faith

haligne hyht heortan clxne

holy hope beart pure

weordiad waldend habbad wisne gepoht 800
honor ruler bave wise thought

fusne on ford-weg to feder-edle

eager on  forth-way to  father-homeland

gearwep gaxstes hus and mid gleawnesse

prepares of=spirit  house and  with wisdom

feond ofer-feohtad and firen-lustas

fiend they-overcome and crime-lusts

for-berad in breostum bropor-sibbe

restrain in breasts brother-peace

georne bigongad in godes willan 805
earnestly practice in  of-god will

swencad hi sylfe sawle fraetwad

afflict they  themselves soul  they-adorn
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halgum gehygdum heofon-cyninges bibod

with-holy thoughts of-heaven-king command
fremmad on foldan festen lufiad

perform on earth fasting  they-love

beorgad  him bealo-nip and gebedu secad
guard for-themselves  against-bale-malice and  prayers seek
swincad wid synnum healdad sod and ryht
labor against sins hold truth and  right
him pat ne hreowed xfter hin-gonge-

to-them  that  not grieves after departure-

donne hy hweorfad in pa halgan burg

when they turn into  the holy city
gongad gegnunga to hierusalem

g0 straightway to Jerusalem

pzr hi to worulde wynnum motun
where  they  to world with-joys may
godes onsyne georne bihealdan

of-god  countenance eagerly behold

sibbe and gesihde par heo sod wunad
peace and vision where it true  remains
wlitig wuldorfast ealne widan ferh
beautiful glory-fast all wide life

on lifgendra londes wynne

in of-living of-land Jjoy
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IX - FROM ADAM TO GUTHLAC

This part begins with the first man, made by the almighty and set in paradise,
where nothing was lacking and death bad no coming, if only be and bis wife had
kept the holy word. Eve took the forbidden fruit at the serpent’s teaching and
gave it to Adam, and their children paid for it with death. Since then no man
has avoided that bitter drink. Yet many bave lived holy lives, and among them
Gutblac, blessed in England, whose wonders no man could count.

dxt is wide cud wera cneorissum-

that  is  widely known of-men  to-generations-
folcum gefrege pxtte frympa god 820
to-peoples  famous that  of-beginnings  god
pone zrestan zlda cynnes

the first of-men  of-race

of pzre clenestan cyning zlmihtig
from  the purest king almighty
foldan geworhte- da wzs fruma niwe
of-earth made- then  was  beginning  new
zlda tudres onstzl wynlic

of-men  of-offspring institution ~ winsome

feger and gefealic feder wzs acenned: 825
fair and Joyous father  was  brought-forth-
adam @rest purh est godes:

Adam first through grace  of-god-

on neorxna-wong pzr him nznges was
in paradise-plain where  to-him  of-nothing  was
willan onsyn ne welan brosnung;

of-desire lack nor  of-wealth decay-

ne lifes lyre ne lices hryre

nor oflife  loss nor of-body  ruin
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830 ne dreames dryre ne deades cyme-
nor ofjoy waning nor  of-death  coming:
ac he on pam lande lifgan moste
but he in  the land live might
ealra leahtra leas longe neotan
of-all vices free long enjoy
niwra gefeana- pxr he ndé porfte
of-new Jjoys: where  he  not  needed-
lifes ne lissa in pam leohtan ham
of-life nor of-favors in  the bright home

835 purh xlda td ende gebidan-

through of-men  time end await-
ac xfter fyrste to pam fz[g]restan
bur  after space to  the Jairest
heofon-rices gefean hweorfan mostan
of-heaven-kingdom Joy turn might
leomu lic somud and lifes gast
limbs body  together and  of-life  spirit
and pzr sippan 4 in sin-dreamum
and  there afterward ever- in perpetual-joys
840 to widan feore wunian mostun
to wide life dwell might

dryhtne on gesihde butan deade ford

to-lord in sight without  death  forth

gif hy halges word healdan woldun

if  they of-holy-one  word keep would
beorht in breostum and his bebodu lzstan
bright in breasts and  his  commands  fulfill
zfnan on edle hy to @r apreat
perform  in homeland them to0 early it-wearied
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pzt hy waldendes willan  leesten- 845
that  they  of-ruler will  should-fulfil-
ac his wif genom wyrmes larum
bur  his  wife took of-serpent  by-teachings

blede forbodene and of beame ahneop

fruit forbidden and  from tree plucked

wastm  biweredne ofer word godes

produce forbidden against  word  of-god-

wuldor-cyninges and hyre were sealde

of-glory-king and  ber  to-husband  gave

purh deofles searo dead-berende gyfl 850
through  of-devil  cunning death-bearing morsel

pxt da sin-hiwan to swylte geteah-

which those  wedded-pair to  death drew-

sippan se epel ud-genge weard

after the homeland departing became

adame and euan eard-wica  cyst

to-Adam  and  to-Eve of-dwelling-places ~ choicest
beorht o00-broden and hyra bearnum swa
bright taken-away and  their  to-children 50
eaferum zfter pa hy on dn-cyddu- 855
to-offspring  after when  they into  unknown-land-
scomum scudende scofene wurdon
with-shames  hastening thrust became

on gewin-woruld weorces onguldon

into strife-world of-work they-paid
deopra firena purh deades cwealm

of-deep crimes through  of-death torment

pe hy unsnyttrum @r gefremedon
which they  infolly before  bad-done
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860 pare syn-wrace sippan sceoldon
of-thar  sin-vengeance afterward bad-to
maxgd and mecgas morpres on-gyldon
women  and men of-crime pay

god-scyldge gyrn- purh gzst-gedal-
god-guilty grief- through  spirit-parting:
deopra firena dead in-geprong

of-deep crimes death pressed-in
fira  cynne feond rixade
of-men  to-race fiend reigned

865 geond middan-geard nxnig monna was
throughout middle-earth none of-men was
of pam sige-tudre sippan xfre
of  the  victory-offspring afterward  ever
godes willan pxs georn ne gynn-wised
of-god of-will 50 eager nor wide-wise
pxt he bibugan mzge pone bitran drync
that  he avoid could that bitter drink:
pone eue fyrn adame geaf
which  Eve  of-old to-Adam  gave

870 byrelade bryd geong pxt him bam gescod
poured bride  young which  to-them  both ~ harmed

in pam deoran him dead ricsade

in the dear home death  reigned

ofer fold-buend peah pe fela were

over earth-dwellers though  that many  were

gast-haligra pxr hi godes willan

of-spirit-holy where they  of-god will
on mislicum monna gebihpum
in various of-men in-conditions

192



xfter stede-wonga
over of~stead-plains
sume zr sume sid
some early  some  late
xfter txl-mearce
after reckoning-mark
sigor-lean sohtun
victory-reward ~ sought
Hu gudlac weard
How  Guthlac ~ became
eadig on engle

blessed in  England

meaht and mund-byrd

power and protection

his wundra geweorc

his  of-wonders work

breme «fter burgum

renowned  through cities
hu he monge oft
how  he many  often-
gehalde hyge-geomre
bealed mind-sad
pe hine unsofte

who  him  not-softly
sarge gesohtun
sorrowful sought

freorig-mode
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stowum fremedon
in-places performed
sume in urra
some  in  of-our
tida gemyndum
of-times  in-memories
us secgad bec
to-us say books-
purh godes willan
through  of-god will
he him ece geceas
be  for-himself eternal  chose
mzre wurdon
famous  became
wide and side-
wide  and  broad-
geond bryten innan
throughout  Britain — within
purh meaht godes
through ~ might ~ of-god
hefigra wita
of-heavy  torments
adle gebundne
by-disease bound

of sid-wegum

from  journey-ways

symle frofre par

chill-minded ever comfort  there

®t pam godes cempan

gearwe fundon

from  the of-god  champion readily found
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helpe and hzlo nznig halepa is

belp and  healing none of-heroes s

pe areccan mage oppe rim wite

who  recount can or  number knows

ealra para wundra pe he in worulde her
of-all  those  wonders which he in world bere

purh dryhtnes giefe dugepum gefremede
through of-lord grace with-benefits performed

X + THE SICKNESS

Devils came often to the dwelling with their howling, changing shape into wild
beasts and serpents, but always found Guthlac ready and patient; birds came to bis
band and men came for healing, and none went away without comfort. Fifteen
years after be chose the wilderness, the spirit of comfort was sent to him from above.
Sickness entered bis body in the night; the bone-house was unlocked and bis limbs
grew heavy, and he knew that God had visited bim, and was not afraid.

oft to pam wicum weorude cwomun

often to  the  duwellings in-a-host they-came

deofla dead-magen dugupa byscyrede
of-devils death-host of-benefits deprived

hlopum pringan pxr se halga peow

in-troops to-press where the  holy  servant
elnes  anhydig eard weardade
of-courage  resolute dwelling  guarded

pzr hy mislice mongum reordum
there  they  variously with-many voices

on pam westenne wode hofun

in the wilderness cry raised
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hludne here-cirm
loud war-shriek
dreamum bidrorene
of-joys bereft
from folc-toga

bold people-leader
widstod stronglice
withstood strongly
earmra gaxsta

of-wretched  spirits

pzt pa wroht-smidas

that  those strife-smiths

hreopun hred-lease
cried glory-less
hwilum wedende
at-times raging
cirmdon on cordre

shrieked in troop

minne man-sceapan

my [7] sin-ravagers
breahtma meste

of-clamors greatest

awyrgde wer-logan

accursed covenant-breakers

earme adloman
wretched  fire-maimed
symle hy gudlac
ever they  Guthlac
ponces gleawne

of-thought wise
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hiwes binotene

of-form deprived
dryhtnes cempa
oflord  champion

feonda preatum

of-fiends  against-troops

nxzs seo stund latu

not-was  the hour slow

ne pzt onbid long

nor that  waiting  long

wop  ahofun
wailing  raised
hleoprum brugdon
with-voices  they-changed
swa wilde deor
like wild  beasts
hwilum cyrdon eft
at-times turned  again
on mennisc hiw
into buman form
hwilum brugdon eft
at-times  they-changed again
on wyrmes bleo
into  of-serpent  hue
attre  spiowdon-
with-poison spewed-
gearene fundon
ready found
he gepyldum bad

he  with-patience  waited
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peah him feonda hlod

though  to-him  of-fiends

Hwilum him to honda

At-times to-him  to
fleag fugla cyn
flew  ofbirds kind
witude fundon
found

assured

meaglum stefnum

with-earnest voices

aras ead-medum

messengers  with-humility

and pzr sid-frome

1 roop

bands
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feorh-cwealm bude-

life-death offered-
hungre gepreatad
by-hunger pressed
pxr hy feorh-nere

where  they  life-sustenance

and hine weordedon

and  him honored

hwilum mennisce
at-times buman
eft neosedon

again visited

on pam sige-wonge

and  there  journey-bold on  the victory-plain
xt pam halgan peowan helpe gemetton
from  the holy servant help met
ferdpes frofre nznig forpum was
of-spirit comfort none at-all was

pxt he zwisc-mod eft sidade

that  he  shame-minded again  journeyed

hean hyhta leas ac se halga wer
abject  of-hopes  destitute but the  holy man
xlda gehwylces purh pa xpelan meaht
of-men of-each through  the noble power

pe hine seoslige

who  him sick

hxled hyge-geomre
heroes mind-sad

lic and sawle
body

and soul

sohtun on Jearfe

sought in need
hzlde butu
healed both

penden lifes weard

while of-life  guardian
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ece  xlmihtig unnan wolde

eternal  almighty grant would

pxt he blxdes her brucan [moste]
thar  he  of-prosperity  bere enjoy [might]
worulde lifes was gewinnes pa
of-world of-life was of strife then
yrmpa for eordan ende-dogor
of-miseries  on earth end-day

purh nyd-gedal neah ge-prungen

through  need-parting near pressed

sippan he on westenne wic-eard geceas
after he in wilderness dwelling-place  chose
fiftynu gear pa was frofre gast

fifteen years then  was  of-comfort  spirit
eadgum #&-bodan ufan  onsended
to-blessed  law-preacher from-above sent

halig of heahpu hreper innan born

holy from  beight breast within  burned
afysed on ford-sid- him fzringa
impelled ~ on  forth-journey- to-him  suddenly

adl  in-gewod he on elne swa peah
disease  entered-in he in  courage  so  however

ungeblyged bad beorhtra gehata

undismayed awaited of-bright  promises

blipe in burgum wes pam ban-cofan
glad in  dwellings was  to-that bone-chamber
zfter niht-glome neah geprungen

after night-gloom near pressed
breost-hord 6nboren waxs se blipa gast
breast-hoard broached was the glad  spirit
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fas on ford-weg nolde fxder engla
eager on  forth-way would-not  father  of-angels
in pisse won-szlgan worulde life

in this ill-fated ofworld  life

leahtra leasne long-fyrst ofer pet

of-vices free long-space  beyond  that
wunian leton pe him on weorcum her
dwell let who to-him in works bere
on his dagena tid dxdum gecwemde

in  of-his days time with-deeds pleased

elne unslawe: da se xlmihtiga
with-courage unslow- then  the almighty

let his hond cuman pxr se halga peow
let  his  hand come where the  holy  servant

deormod on degle dom-eadig bad

brave-minded in  secret judgment-blessed  waited

heard and hyge-rof hyht was geniwad

bard and  mind-brave hope was renewed
blis in breostum wxs se ban-cofa

Jjoy in breasts was  the bone-chamber
adle  onzled in-bendum fest

by-disease  inflamed in-bonds fast

licchord onlocen leomu hefegedon
body-hoard  unlocked limbs grew-heavy
sarum  gesohte he pzt sod gecneow
with-pains visited he  thar truth  perceived
pxt hine =zlmihtig ufan  neosade
that him almighty from-above visited
meotud fore miltsum he his mod-sefan
ordainer  for  mercies he  bis  mind-hears
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wid pam fer-hagan fxste trymede
against  the  sudden-artack firmly  strengthened
feonda gewinna nzs he forht se-peah
offiends  ofstrifis not-was he  afraid  nevertheless
ne seo adl-pracu egle on mode

nor the disease-violence dread  in mind

ne dead-gedal ac him dryhtnes lof

nor  death-parting but  to-him of-lord praise
born in breostum brond-hat lufu

burned in breast fire-hot love
sigor-fest in sefan seo him sara gehwylc
victory-fast in  mind which  to-him  of-pains each
symle forswidde nxs him sorg-cearu

ever overcame not-was to-him  sorrow-care

on pas lxnan tid peah his lic and gest
in  this  fleeting  time though ~ his  body and  spirit
hyra som-wiste sin-hiwan t

of-their  companionship wedded-pair  two

deore ge-dxled dagas ford scridun

dearly part days forth glided
niht-helma genipu wxs neah seo tid
of-night-covers mists was near  the time

pxt he fyrn-gewyrht fyllan sceolde

that  he ancient-deed Sulfill should
purh deades cyme domes hleotan
through  of-death  coming of-judgment  obtain
efne pas ilcan pe wusse yldran fyrn
even  of-that  same which  our elders  of-old
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frecne onfengon swa him biforan worhton
dreadfully received as them before wrought
pa arestan xlda cynnes
the first of-men  of-race

XI - THE CUP

Guthlac’s strength fails, though bis mind stays bard. The poet calls the sickness
the brewing that Eve began, when the fiend poured the bitter drink for the first
woman and she gave it to ber husband; since then no man born bas escaped it.
His servant, who visited him every day, finds bis lord weary with disease, and
asks in grief bow the sickness will end. Guthlac answers that bis soul will leave

the body on the eighth day, and the young man weeps.

da was gudlace on pa geocran tid
then  was  to-Guthlac in  the bitter time
magen gemedgad mod swipe heard
strength wearied mind very bard
elnes  anhydig waxs seo adl pearl
of-courage  resolute was  the disease  severe
hat and heoro-grim hreper innan weol
bhot and  fiercely-grim breast within  welled
born ban-loca brypen waxs ongunnen
burned  bone-enclosure brewing was begun
pxtte adame eue gebyrmde

which to-Adam Eve  fermented

xt fruman worulde feond byrlade

at  beginning  of-world fiend poured

xrest pzre idese and heo adame

first to-that  woman and  she  to-Adam
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hyre swxsum were

to-her dear busband

bittor bxde-weg
bitter cup-drink
grimme onguldon
grimly paid
purh @r-gewyrht
through  former-deed

fyra cynnes
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sippan scencte
afterward  served
pxs pa byre sippan
of-that the  sons  afterward
gaful-redenne
tribute-reckoning
pxtte nig ne wes

so-that  any  not  was

from fruman siddan

of-men  of-race from  beginning  afterward

moén 6n moldan

man on earth

gebeorgan and bibugan

pxtte meahte him
who could — for-himself

pone bleatan drync

guard and avoid that  miserable  drink

deopan dead-weges
of-deep death-cup
on pa slidnan tid
in  the cruel time
in-gong geopenad
entrance unbars
flesce bifongen
in-flesh  encompassed
ricra ne heanra
of-powerful nor  of-lowly
gifrum grapum-
with-greedy grasps-
enge  anhoga
oppressive  lone-dweller
xfter niht-scuan

after night-shadow

ac him duru sylfa
but to-him  door itself
sona ontyned
at-once OPEVIS
ne mag xnig pam
not  can any  to-that
feore widstondan
with-life withstand
ac hine rzsed on
but  him rushes  on
Swa was gudlace
So was  to-Guthlac
xtryhte pa
at-hand  then
neah gepyded

near pressed
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wiga wel-gifre
warrior  slaughter-greedy
an ombeht-pegn
one servant-thane
daga neosade-
of-days

gleaw-mod gongan

visited-

wise-minded g0
pzr he epel-bodan
where  be  homeland-preacher

pone leofestan

that dearest

and pa in-eode

and  then  entered

wolde hyrcnigan

would bearken

mildes mepel-cwida
of-mild of-speech-words
adl-werigne him
disease-weary to-him

hefig @t heortan

bheavy at beart
micle mod-ceare:
great mind-care-
hu geweard pe
bow  came-it  to-thee
feder freonda hleo

father of-friends

nearwe genxged

shelter

sorely assailed

Began

teacher

pus

thus
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hine wunade mid

him dwelt with

se hine xghwylce
him

who on-every

Ongan da deop-hydig

then  deep-minded

to godes temple
to  of-god temple
inne wiste

within ~ knew

lareow gecorenne

chosen

eadgum to sprzce

to-blessed-one  for  speech

lara

halges
of holy-one  teachings
fonde pa his mon-dryhten
found  then  bis liege-lord
dxt in-gefeol
that fell-in
hyge-sorge wag

mind-sorrow bore

ongan pa his magu frignan-

began  then  his  kinsman ask-

wine-dryhten min
Fiend-lord  mine

ferd gebysgad

spirit afflicted

ic nafre pe

I never thee

202



peoden leofesta
prince dearest
gemette pus medne
have-met thus weary
worda gewealdan
of-words control

pxt pe untrymnes
that  thee infirmity
on pisse nyhstan
in this last
sar-bennum  gesoht
with-pain-wounds ~ visited
hatost on hrepre
hottest in breast
ferd  afrefre

spirit  mayest-comfort

hu peos adle scyle

how  this  disease  shall

Him bpa si0 oncwzd
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pyslicne ar
such-like  before

meaht pu medel-cwidum

canst  thou  with-speech-words
is me on wene gepuht
is to-me in  expectation  seemed
adle gongum-
of-disease  with-goings-
niht bysgade-
night afflicted-
pxt me sorgna is
which  to-me  of-sorrows s
xr pu hyge minne
before  thou  mind mine
wast pu freo-dryhten
knowest  thou noble-lord
ende gesettan-
end set

sona ne meahte

To-him then late  answered at-once not could

orod up geteon
breath  up draw
bittor ban-copa
bitter bone-disease
eadig on elne
blessed in  courage
ic wille secgan
I will say

warc in-gewod

ache entered-in

waes him in-bogen
was  to-him bent-in
beald reordade

bold he-spoke
andcwis ageaf

answer gave

pxt me sar gehran
that  me  pain  touched
in disse wonnan niht

in this dark night
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lic-hord onleac leomu hefegiad
body-hoard  unlocked limbs ~ grow-heavy

1030 sarum gesohte sceal pis sawel-hus
with-pains  visited shall — this  soul-house

fege flesc-homa fold-erne bipeaht

doomed  flesh-covering by-earth-house  covered
leomu lames gepacan leger-bedde fast
limbs of-clay  covering in-sick-bed fast
wunian wal-reste wiga nealeced
dwell slaughter-rest warrior  approaches
unlet laces ne bid pzs lengra swice
unslow  of-play not is  of-thar  longer  respite
1035 sawel-gedales ponne seofon-niht
of-soul-parting than seven-nights
fyrst-gemearces pxt min feorh heonan
of-time-measure that  my life hence
on hisse eahtepan ende geseced
on this eighth end  shall-seek

dxg scripende ponne dogor beod

day gliding when days are
on mold-wege min ford scripen
on earth-way mine  forth glided

1040 sorg geswedrad and ic sippan mot
sorrow abated and I afterward may
fore meotudes cneowum meorda hleotan
before  of-ordainer knees of-rewards obtain
gingra  geafena and godes lomber
of-abundant gifts and  of-god lamb
in sin-dreamum sippan awo
in perpetual-joys afterward  ever
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ford folgian is nu
forth Sollow is  now
gxst sipes georn
spirit  ofjourney  eager
leoma lif-gedal
of-limbs  life-parting
worulde-lifes-
of-world-life- then
geongum geOCOr Sefa
to-young-one bitter ~ mind
sippan he gehyrde
after he heard
ford-sipes  fus he
of-forth-journey  eager he
fore his mon-dryhtne
before  his liege-lord
hefige «t heortan
heavy ar beart

hyge hreow-cearig
mind sorrow-anxious
geseah ellor-fusne

saw elsewhere-eager
habban ne meahte
have not could

torn poliende
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fus dider
eager  thither
nu bu gearWC const

now thou  clearly  knowest

long is pis onbid
long is  this waiting

0a wxs wop and  heaf

was  weeping and  lamentation
geomrende hyge
mourning mind

pxt se halga was

that  the holy-one  was

pxs fxr-spelles

of-that  sudden-news
mod-sorge wag
mind-sorrow bore

hreper innan swearc

breast within  darkened

pxs pe [he] his hlaford-

because that  [be]  bis lord-

he pzs onbzru

be  of-thar  composure

ac he hate let

but  he  hot ler

tearas geotan

grief suffering tears pour

weallan weg-dropan

well wave-drops

wyrd ne meahte

fate  not could
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in fegum leng feorg gehealdan

in  doomed  longer life hold
deore fretwe ponne him gedemed was
dear treasure than to-him decreed was

XII - EASTER MORNING

Guthlac comforts his servant: e is not sad, be does not fear death, and no sin
can be charged against him by the fiends, who must lament in the flame. He is
eager for the journey to the eternal joy, where the Lord is present and the reward
is everlasting. Night passes, and the day comes on which Christ rose from death
and led the great host out of bell. On thar day Guthlac rises, celebrates, preaches
to his thane, and speaks of mysteries with a wisdom that seems more than human.

on-geat gxsta halig geomor-modes
perceived  of-spirits  holy of-sad-minded
drusend[n]e hyge ongan pa dugupa hleo

drooping mind began  then  of-hosts  shelter
gled-mod gode leof geongran retan
glad-minded ~ to-god  dear younger-one  comfort
wine leofestan wordum negan

friend dearest with-words  address

ne beo pu unrot deah peos adl me
not  be  thou sad though  this  disease  me
innan zle nis me earfede

within -~ burns not-is  to-me  hardship

to gepolianne peodnes willan

to endure of-prince will

dryhtnes mines ne ic pas deades hafu
oflord mine nor I ofthat  death  have
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on pas seocnan tid sorge on mode

in this sick time sorrow  in mind

ne ic me here-hlode helle-pegna

nor I  for-me  army-troop of-hell-thanes

swide onsitte ne mxg Synne on me 1070
greatly fear not  can sin on  me

facnes frum-bearn fyrene gestxlan

of-deceit first-child crime impute

lices leahtor ac in lige sceolon

of-body vice but in  flame must

sorg-wylmum soden sar wanian-

with-sorrow-surges seethed pain bewail-

wrec-si0 wepan wilna biscirede

exile-journey  weep of-desires  deprived

in pam dead-sele duguda gehwylcre 1075
in the death-hall of-benefits of-each

lufena and lissa min pzt leofe bearn

of-loves  and  of-favors my  that  dear child

ne beo pu on sefan to seoc ic eom sipes fus

not  be thou in  mind too  sick I am  of-journey eager

up-eard niman edleanan georn

high-dwelling  to-take of-rewards eager

in pam ecan gefean xr-gewyrhtum

in the  eternal Jjoy by-former-deeds

gesecn  sigora  frean min paxt swase bearn 1080
to-seek of-victories  lord my  that own child

nis me wracu ne gewin pzt ic wuldres god

not-is to-me  misery nor  strife that 1 of-glory god

sece swegel-cyning pxr is sib and blis

seek sky-king where is  peace and  bliss
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dom-festra dream dryhten andweard
of-glory-fast Joy lord present

pam ic georne gast-gerynum

whom I earnestly with-spirit-mysteries

in pas dreorgan tid dedum cwemde

in  this dreary time with-deeds pleased
mode and mxgne ic pa meorde wat
with-mind — and  with-might I those  rewards  know
leahtor-lease lean unhwilen

vice-free reward  everlasting

halig on heahpu pxr min hyht myned

holy in height where  my hope intends
to gesecenne sawul fundad

to seek soul hastens

of lic-fate to pam longan gefean
from  body-vessel to  the long Jjoy

in ead-welan nis pes epel me
into  bliss-wealth not-is  this  homeland  to-me
ne sar ne Sorg ic me Sylfum wat
nor pain nor sorrow I for-me self know
xfter lices hryre lean unhwilen-
after of-body  ruin reward  everlasting:

Da se wuldor-maga worda gestilde
Then the  glory-kinsman of-words  grew-still
rof ran-wita wzs him razste neod
brave  counsel-knower was  to-him  of-rest  need
reonig-modum rodor swamode
to-sad-minded sky darkened

ofer nidda bearn niht-rim scridon
over  of-men  children night-number ~ glided
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deorc ofer dugedum pa se dxg bicwom
dark over bosts when the  day came

on pam se lifgenda in licchoman

on  which the living-one in body

ece  lmihtig xrist  gefremede-

eternal  almighty resurrection performed-

dryhten mid dreame- da he of deade aras
lord with Jjoy: when  be  from  death  arose
onwald of eordan in pa eastor-tid

ruler from earth in the  Easter-time

ealra prymma prym dreata mastne

of-all glories glory of-troops  greatest

to heofonum ahof: d0a he from helle astag
to heavens raised- when  he  from bell  ascended-
Swa se eadga wer in pa «pelan tid

So the  blessed  man in  the noble time

on pone beorhtan dzg blissum hremig

on the bright day with-joys  exulting
milde and gemet-fast magen unsofte

mild and  moderation-fast strength  not-easily

elne gezfnde:- Aras da eorla wynn
with-courage  summoned- Arose  then  of-warriors  joy
heard hyge-snottor swa he hrapost meahte
hard mind-wise as  he  most-quickly could

mede for dam miclan bysgum- ongon pa his mod stapelian

weary  for  the great troubles- began  then bis  mind steady
leohte geleafan lac  6n-szgde
with-light faith offering  he-offered

deop-hycgende dryhtne to willan-
deep-thinking to-lord  for  pleasure-
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gast-gerynum in godes temple
with-spirit-mysteries in  of-god temple
and his pegne ongon swa pam peodne geras
and  rto-his  thane began as  to-that  prince  it-befitted

115 purh gaxstes giefe god-spel bodian

through  of-spirit  grace gospel preach
secgan sigor-tacnum and his sefan trymman
tell with-victory-tokens and  his  mind strengthen
wundrum to wuldre in pa wlitigan gesceaft
with-wonders  to glory into the  beautiful creation
to ead-welan swa he xr ne sid
to bliss-wealth as he  before nor after
zfre to ealdre odre swylce
ever  to age other such

1120 on das lenan tid lare gehyrde
in this  fleeting  time teaching beard
ne swa deoplice dryhtnes geryne
nor  so deeply of-lord mystery
purh menniscne mud areccan
through buman mouth  to-expound
on sidum sefan him was sopra gepuht
in wide mind to-him  was  more-true  seemed
pxt hit ufancundes engles ware
that it of-heavenly angel were

1125 of swegl-dreamum swipor micle
from sky-joys more much
magen-pegnes word ponne xniges monnes lar
of-mighty-thane word than of-any man teaching
wera ofer eordan him pzt wundra maest
of-men  over earth to-him  that  of-wonders  greatest
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gesewen puhte pxt swylc snyttru-craft

seen seemed that such wisdom-craft

xnges haxleda her hreper weardade

of-any of-heroes  bere breast inbabited

dryhta bearna was pas deoplic eall 1130
of-hosts of-children was 50 profound  all

word and wisdom and paxs weres stihtung
word and wisdom and  of-thar  man ordering
mod and mezgen-creft pe him meotud engla
mind  and might-craft which  to-him  ordainer  of-angels
gasta geocend forgiefen hefde

of-spirits savior given bad

XIII - THE SEVENTH DAY

Four days pass while Guthlac waits in courage, and on the seventh death comes
nearer, unlocking the life-hoard with its keys. His servant finds him leaning in the
church and begs bhim to say bow be has borne the dim sickness. Guthlac answers
that the last day is near, and bids him ask bis sister to bury his body and tell her
they will meet again before the judge. The grieving servant asks whom be bas
beard speaking with bis lord at evening and morning.

wzron feowere 0Oa ford gewitene

were four then forth departed

dagas on rime pzs se dryhtnes [pegn] 1135
days in  number of-that  the of-lord [thane]

on elne bad adle  gebysgad

in  courage waited by-disease afflicted

sarum geswenced ne he sorge wzg

with-pains afflicted nor he sorrow  bore
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geocorne sefan gast-gedales
bitter mind of-spirit-parting
dreorigne hyge dead nealzcte
sad mind death  approached

1140 stop stal-gongum- strong and hrede
stepped  with-stealthy-goings- strong and  fierce
sohte sawel-hus com se seofeda dxg
sought soul-house came the  seventh day
zldum andweard pzs pe him in-gesonc
to-men present of-that  which  to-him sank-in
hat heortan neah hilde-scurum
bhot beart near with-battle-showers
flacor flan-pracu feorh-hord onleac
fying  arrow-vilence life-hoard  unlocked

1145 searo-cegum gesoht ongon dJa snottor hzxle
with-cunning-keys sought began  then wise man
ar onbeht-pegn xpeles neosan
messenger  servant-thane of-noble-one visit

to pam halgan hofe fond pa hlingendne

to the holy dwelling found  then leaning
fusne on ford-sip frean unwemne
eager on  forth-journey lord unstained
gast-haligne in godes temple
spirit-holy in  of-god temple

1150 soden sar-wylmum- Was pa sihste tid
seethed with-pain-surges- Was  then  sixth  hour
on midne dxg waxs his mon-dryhtne
at mid day was  to-his liege-lord

ende-dogor xtryhte pa
end-day at-hand ~ then
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nearwum genaged nyd-costingum

by-narrow assailed by-need-trials

awrecen  wel-pilum wl6 ne meahte

pierced with-slaughter-darts be [l nor  could

orod up geteon ellen-spracce 1155
breath  up draw courage-speech

hleopor ahebban- Ongon 0da hyge-geomor

voice raise- Began  then mind-sad
freorig and ferd-werig fusne gretan
chill and  spirit-weary eager-one  greet

medne mod-gladne baxd hine purh mihta scyppend

weary mind-glad asked  him  through  of-powers creator

gif he his word-cwida wealdan meahte

if  he his  word-speeches control could

sprece a-hebban pzt him on spellum gecydde 1160
speech raise that  to-him in words he-would-make-known
onwrige worda gongum hu he his wisna truwade

would-reveal  of-words  with-courses how he  his  of-ways trusted

drohtes on dzre dimman adle @xrdon hine dead onsxgde:
of-condition in  the dim disease before  bim  death  laid-low-

Him se eadga wer ageaf andsware

To-him the  blessed — man gave answer

leof mon leofum peah he late meahte

dear  man  to-dear-one though ~ he  late could

eorl ellen-heard orepe gebredan- 1165
warrior  courage-hard breath draw-

min pxt swaxse bearn nis nu swipe feor

my that own child not-is now  very far

pam ytemestan ende-dogor

to-that utmost end-day
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nyd-gedales- pzt du pa nyhstan scealt

of-need-parting: that  thou  the last shalt
in woruld-life worda minra
m o world-lfe words  of-mine
1170 nzfre leana biloren lare  gehyran
never of-rewards  deprived teaching bear
noht longe ofer pis lest ealle well
not long  after  this fulfill all well
w&re and Winescype WOrd ba wit Sprztcon
covenant  and friendship words  which  we-two spoke
leofast manna nzfre ic lufan sibbe
dearest of-men never I of-love  of-peace
peoden =zt pearfe pine forlxte
prince at need thine  will-let
1175 asanian beo pu on sid gearu
slacken be  thou for journey  ready
sippan lic and leomu and pes lifes gast
after body —and  limbs and  this  of-life  spirit
asundrien som-wist hyra
may-sunder companionship  of-them

purh feorg-gedal fyr «fter pon

through life-parting soon  after  that
pxt bu gesecge sweostor minre
that  thou  shouldst-say sister to-mine

1180  pazre leofestan on longne weg
to-that dearest on long way
to pam fagran gefean ford-sid minne
to the fair Jjoy forth-journey  mine
on ecne eard and hyre eac gecyd
into eternal  dwelling and  to-her also  make-known
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wordum minum pxt ic me  warnade

words with-mine that I  for-me guarded-against

hyre onsyne ealle prage

of-her sight all time

in woruld-life fordy ic wilnode 1185
in world-life therefore I desired

pxt wit unc eft in pam ecan gefean

that  we-two us-two again in  the eternal Jjoy

on swegl-wuldre geseon mostun

in sky-glory see might

fore onsyne eces deman

before face of-eternal  judge

leahtra lease pxr sceal lufu uncer

of-vices free there  shall ~ love  of-us-two

warfest wunian pxr wit wilna 4 1190
covenant-fast dwell where  we-two  of-desires  ever

in dzre beorhtan byrig brucan motun

in the bright city enjoy may

eades mid englum- du hyre eac saga

of-bliss  with angels- thou to-her also  say

pxt heo pis ban-fet beorge  bifaste:

that ~ she  this  bone-vessel to-barrow  should-commit-

lame biluce lic orsawle

with-clay  should-enclose body  soulless

in peostor-cofan par hit prage sceal 1195
in  darkness-chamber where it for-a-time  shall

in sond-hofe sippan wunian-

in  sand-dwelling afterward dwell-

da weard mod-gepanc miclum gebisgad

then  became mind-thought greatly troubled
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pream for-prycced purh pzs peodnes word

with-afflictions oppressed through  of-that prince word
ombeht-pegne pa he zdre oncneow
to-servant-thane when  be  quickly  perceived

1200 frean feorh-gedal pxt hit feor ne was
of-lord life-parting that it far not  was
ende-dogor ongon bpa ofostlice
end-day began  then hastily
to his wine-dryhtne wordum mzdlan:
to  his friend-lord with-words speak-

ic pec halsige hzlepa leofost

I thee  entreat of-heroes  dearest
gumena cynnes purh gxsta weard
of-men of-race by ofspirits guardian

1205 pxt pu hyge-sorge heortan minre
that  thou  mind-sorrow beart of-mine
geepe eorla  wyn nis pe ende feor
mayest-ease  of-warriors  joy not-is  to-thee  end  far
pxs pe ic on galdrum ongieten habbe-
of-thar which I in speeches perceived bave-
oft mec geomor-sefa gehpa gemanode
often  me sad-heart of-griefs  admonished
hat =t heortan- hyge gnornende
hot  at beart mind mourning

1210 nihtes nearwe and ic nzfre pe
by-night sorely and I never  thee
feder frofor min frignan dorste-
father comfort  mine ask dared-
symle ic gehyrde ponne heofones gim
ever I heard when of-heaven  gem
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wyn-condel wera
Jjoy-candle of-men
swegl-beorht sunne
sky-bright sun

on xfen-tid

SAINT GUTHLAC

west onhylde

west inclined

setl-gonges fus

of-setting eager

operne mid pec

at  evening-time another  with  thee-

pegn =xt gepeahte
thane at counsel
ares uncupes
of—me::enger un}znown
dag-woman bitweon
dawn between
mepel-cwide mecges
speech-word of-man
ongeat geomor-mod
perceived sad-minded
gleawes in geardum

of-wise-one in  dwellings

ic pxs peodnes word

I ofthat  prince word

oft neosendes

often visiting
and pzre deorcan niht
and  that dark night
and on mOrgnC swa-
and in  morning so-
gxstes Sprztce
of~spirit speech
huru ic giet ne wat

indeed I yet not know

&r pu me frea min furpor cyde

before thou to-me lord  mine further  mayest-make-known

purh cwide pinne

through  speech thine

hwonan his cyme sindon

whence his  comings are
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XIV +- THE ANGEL OF FIFTEEN YEARS

Guthlac tells bis servant at last that since he first came to the hermitage an angel
has visited bim every evening and morning, bealing his griefs and giving him
wisdom no man could tell; be had hidden it until that day for fear of boasting.
He sinks against the wall, sweet fragrance comes from bis mouth, and all night
a heavenly light shines over the house. At dawn he takes the housel, lifts his eyes
to heaven, and sends forth bis spirit into glory.

Oa se éadga wer ageaf andsware

then the  blessed — man gave

leofum =fter longre hwile

answer

swa he late meahte

to-dear-one  after long while as be  late could
elnes  oncydig orepe gewealdan
of-courage aware breath control

hwzt pu me wine min

wordum nzxgest

lo thou  me with-words  addressest

friend  mine

fusne frignest pxs pe ic furpum er

eager questionest of-thar  which I even before
xfre on ealdre zngum ne wolde

ever in life to-any  not  would

monna ofer moldan melda weordan
of-men over earth informer  become
pegne on peode butan pe nu da
to-thane —among  people except  to-thee now then

py lxs pxt wundredan weras and idesa

by-that  less  that  should-wonder men and  women

and on gead gutan gieddum manden-

and  into mockery sbould—pour with-songs sbould—complain-

bi me lifgendum huru ic nolde

sylf

about  me living indeed I would-not myself
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purh gielp-cwide gastes mines 1235
through boast-speech spirit of-mine
frofre gelettan ne fxder mines
comfort hinder nor  father  of-mine

xfre gexfnan xbylg godes-

ever incur anger of-god-

Symle me onsende sige-dryhten min

Ever to-me sent victory-lord mine

folca  feorh-giefa sippan ic furpum ongon
of-peoples life-giver after I first began

on pone xfteran anseld bugan 1240
in the second bermitage  duwell

gear-gemearces gast haligne

of-year-measure spirit holy

engel ufan-cundne se mec efna gehwam
angel from-above-born who  me  of-evenings on-each
meahtig meotudes pegn and on morgne eft
mighty of-ordainer  thane and in  morning  again
sigor-fest  gesohte and me sara gehwylc
victory-fast visited and  to-me of-pains each
gehxlde hyge-sorge and me in hrepre bileac 1245
bealed mind-sorrow and  to-me in breast locked
wuldres wil-boda wisdomes giefe

of-glory  joy-messenger of-wisdom  gift

micle monig-fealdran ponne nig mon wite
much more-manifold than any man  knows

in life her pe me alyfed nis

in  life  bere which  to-me  permitted not-is
to gecy‘benne cwicra a’.ngum
to  make-known of-living  to-any
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on fold-wege fira  cynnes

on earth-way of-men  of-race

pxt me ne meahte monna xnig
so-that  from-me not could of-men any
bideaglian hwet he dearninga

conceal what  he secretly

on hyge hogde heortan geponcum

in  mind  purposed of-heart  with-thoughts

sippan he me fore eagum onsyne weard
after he  to-me before eyes visible became
a4 ic on mode mad monna gehwylcne
ever I in  mind  concealed of-men each

peodnes prym-cyme 00 pisne dxg

of-prince majesty-coming until  this day

leofast monna nu ic for lufan binre
dearest of-men now I for  love thine

and gefer-scype pxt wit fyrn mid unc
and fellowship which  we-two  long-ago  with  us-two
longe lestan nelle ic lxtan pe

long maintained will-not I let thee

xfre unrotne xfter ealdor-lege

ever sad after  life-departure

medne mod-seocne. minre geweordan

weary mind-sick. of-mine become

soden sorg-wzlmum a ic sibbe wip pe
seethed with-sorrow-surges ever I peace  with thee
healdan wille nu of hreper-locan

keep will now from  breast-enclosure

to pam sopan gefean sawel fundad:

to the true Jjoy soul hastens-
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nis seo tid latu

not-is  the time slow
greot-hord gnornad

dust-hoard laments

on ecne geard

into eternal  dwelling
on sellan gesetu

into  better  dwellings
‘weorce gewergad'

with-labor wearied-

heafelan onhylde-

head bowed-

ellen on innan

courage in  within
magne modig
in-strength  brave

swecca swetast:
of-odors

sweetest:

stincad on stowum

smell in

placex

wynnum zfter wongum

with-delights ~ over
hunig-flowende-
boney-flowing:

ond-longne dzg
all-long day
orod up-hlzden
breath up-laden
setl-gong sohte

setting sought

plains
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tydrad pis ban-fxt 1265

weakens  this  bone-vessel
gast hine fysed
spirit  itself  bastens
ut-sipes georn
of—out-journey Eﬂger

nu ic swide eom

now I greatlly  am

da to pam wage gesag
the

then  to wall  he-sank

hyrde pa gena 1270

kept  then  still
orod stundum teah:
breath at-times drew-
him of mude cwom-

to-him  from  mouth came-

swylce on sumeres tid

as in  of-summer time

stapelum feste

fast
wyrta geblowene-

on-stems
1275
plants blossomed-
swi pxs halgan wes
of-that
op =zfen ford

until evening  forth

50 holy-one  was

a se xpela glem
b pela g
the

then noble  gleam

swearc nord-rodor
darkened north-sky
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1280 won under wolchum woruld miste ofer-teah-

dark under clouds world with-mist  overdrew-

pystrum  bipeahte prong niht ofer tiht

with-darkness  covered pressed  night  over  expanse

londes fretwa: da cwom leohta mzst

of-land  adornments- then  came of-lights ~ greatest

halig of heofonum hzdre scinan

holy from heavens brightly shine

beorhte ofer burg-salu bad se pe sceolde

brightly over  dwelling-halls waited he who must
1285 eadig on elne ende-dogor

blessed in  courage end-day

awrecen wal-strelum wuldres scima

pierced with-slaughter-arrows of-glory  radiance

xpele ymb xpelne andlonge niht

noble about  noble-one all-long night

scan scir-wered scadu swepredon

shone bright-clad shadows subsided

to-lysed under lyfte was se leohta glem
dissolved under sky was the  bright  gleam

1290 ymb pat halge hus heofonlic condel

about  that holy  house heavenly candle
from afen-glome oppxt eastan cwom
from evening-gloom until ~ from-east  came

ofer deop-gelad dzgred-woma

over deep-path dawn-rush

weder-tacen wearm aras se wuldor-mago

weather-token warm arose  the glory-kinsman

eadig elnes gemyndig sprec to his onbeht-pegne
blesed  of-courage  mindful spoke 10 s servani-thane
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torht to his treowum gesipe tid is pxt pu fere
bright  to  his faithful to-companion time is  that thou shouldst-go
and pa =xrendu eal bipence

and  those  errands all  consider

ofestum lzde swa ic pe &r bibead

with-haste  carry as I to-thee before commanded

lac to leofre nu of lice is

gift  to  dear-one now from body is

god-dreama georn gast swide fus:

of-god-joys eager spirit very eager-

Ahof pa his honda husle gereorded

Raised  then  his  hands with-housel refreshed

ead-mod py =xpelan gyfle swylce he his eagan ontynde-

humble with-that ~ noble morsel likewise ~ he  bis eyes opened-
halge heafdes gimmas biseah pa to heofona rice

holy of-head gems looked ~ then to  of-heavens  kingdom
gled-mod to geofona leanum and pa his gxst onsende
glad-minded  to of-gifts  to-rewards and then his  spirit  sent-forth
weorcum wlitigne in wuldres dream

by-works beautiful into of-glory Jjoy
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XV + THE LIGHT AND THE JOURNEY

Guthlac’s spirit is borne up by angels, and a light stands over the dwelling like a
fiery tower reaching the roof of the sky, brighter than the sun; a song of victory is
beard, the dwelling fills with sweet odors, and the island trembles at clamor after
clamor. The frightened servant takes bis boat and drives it over the water, weeping,
to carry the news to the saint’ sister. Courage is best, he tells her, for the man who
must often endure the loss of bis lord, and be reports Guhlac’ last words to ber.

d0a was gudlaces gast geladed
then  was  of-Guthlac spirit led
eadig on up-weg englas feredun
blessed  on up-way angels bore

to pam longan gefean lic colode
to the long Jjoy body  cooled

belifd under lyfte- 0a paxr leoht ascan

left under sky- then there  light ~ shone
beama beorhtast eal paxt beacen was
of-beams brightest all  that  beacon was

ymb bt halge hus heofonlic leoma

about  that holy  house heavenly radiance

from foldan up swylce fyren tor

from earth  up like fiery  tower
ryht arzred 00 rodera hrof

straight  raised to  of-heavens  roof

gesewen under swegle sunnan beorhtra
seen under sky than-sun brighter
xpel-tungla wlite engla preatas
of-noble-stars beauty of-angels troops
sige-leod sungon sweg was on lyfte
victory-song sang sound was in air
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gehyred under heofonum haligra dream-
heard under beavens of-holy-ones Joy-
swa se burg-stede wes blissum gefylled
w0 the duellingplace  was withjoys  filled
swetum stencum and swegl-wundrum
with-sweet odors and with-sky-wonders

eadges yrfe-stol engla hleodres

of-blessed-one  heritage-seat of-angels  of-sound

eal innanweard pxr wxs anlicra

all inward there  was  more-peerless

and wynsumra ponne hit in worulde mege
and  more-winsome than it in world can
stefn areccan hu se stenc and se sweg
voice tell how the fragrance and the sound

heofonlic hleopor and se halga song
heavenly melody and the  holy song-

gehyred was heah-prym godes

heard was high-majesty of-god
breahtem zfter breahtme- beofode pzt ealond
clamor after clamor- trembled  that island

fold-wong onprong; da afyrhted weard

earth-plain pressed- then  frightened  became
ar elnes biloren gewat pa ofestlice
messenger  of-courage  bereft departed  then hastily

beorn unhydig paxt he bat gestag

warrior Jjoyless so-that  he boat mounted
wag-hengest wrac water-pisa for
wave-steed drove water-rusher  went
snel under sorgum swegl hate scan
swift  under sorrows sky hotly  shone
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blac ofer burg-salo

bright  over  duwelling-halls
leoht lade fus |
light of-way eager

gehlested to hyde

laden to  harbor
xfter sund-plegan
after

grond wid greote

sea-play

ground  against  gravel

hate =t heortan
beart

hot at

medne mod-sefan

weary mind-heart

life bilidene last
of-life  deprived track
wiste wine leofne
knew  friend  dear
torne  gemonade-
withgrief  admonished-

hate hleor-dropan
hot cheek-drops

micle mod-ceare

great mind-care
lace  geledan
with-gift bring

Cwom ba freorig-ferd-

Came then

wuldres wyn-mazg

of-glory Jjoy-kinswoman

chill-hearted-

CHRIST AND GUTHLAC

brim-wudu scynde

sea-wood hastened

agU'me arg S nyre de
sea-horse sped

pxt se harn-flota

so-that the  wavefloater

sond-lond gespearn
sand-land

struck

gnorn-sorge  wW&g

grief-sorrow bore

hyge geomurne
mind sad
se pe his mon-dryhten
be who bis liege-lord
weardian-

to-keep-

him pzs wopes hring
to-him of-thar  weeping  circle
teagor youm weol
welled-

tear in-waves

and on hrepre wag

and in breast bore

he pxre mazged sceolde
be

to-that  maiden must

lad-spel to sod
bateful-news  for  truth

par seo femne wes

where  the  maiden was
he pa wyrd ne mad
he that  fate  not concealed
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feeges ford-sid
of-doomed-one  forth-journey

wine pearfende
friend needy

ellen bip selast-

courage s best-

dreogan dryhten-bealu

endure lord-bale
proht peoden-gedal
bardship ~ prince-parting
wefen wyrd-stafum
woven with-fate-letters

asweman sarig-ferd

languish sad-hearted
holdne biheledne
gracious buried

geomor hweorfan
sad turn
de pa earfeda
who those  hardships
on sargum sefan
in sore mind
hin-sid behlehhan
departure laugh-ar
beorna bealdor
of-warriors  prince

se selesta

SAINT GUTHLAC

fus-leod agol
death-song ~ (he)-sang

and pxt word acwzd

and  that  word spoke-
pam pe oftost sceal
to-him who most-often  must
deope behycgan
deeply consider
ponne seo prag cymed
when the  time comes
pxt wat se pe sceal
that  knows he who  must
wat his sinc-giefan-
knows  his  treasure-giver-
he sceal hean ponan
he  must  abject  thence
pam bid gomenes wana-
to-him  is of-mirth lack-
oftost  dreoged
most-often  endures
huru ic swide ne pearf
indeed I  greatly not  need
is hlaford min
is lord mine
and bropor pin

and  brother  thine

bi s@m tweonum

the best by seas between

para pe we on engle

of-those  whom —we in

zfre gefrunen

England ever  have-beard-of
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acennedne

born through

gumena cynnes

of-men of-race

CHRIST AND GUTHLAC

purh cildes had
of~child

estate

to godes dome

of-god  judgment

werigra wrapu woruld-dreamum  of

support
Wyn
Jjoy

of-weary
wine-maga

of-friend-kinsmen
gewiten winiga hleo

departed offriends  shelter

eardes on up-weg

of-dwelling ~ on up-way
ban-hus abrocen

bone-house broken

wunad wal-reste

world-joys

into

from

in wuldres prym
of~glory majesty
wica neosan

duwellings  to-seck

nu se eordan dzxl
of-earth

now  the part

burgum in innan

dwellings  in  within

and se wuldres dzl

remains  slaughter-rest and the  of-glory  part

of lic-feete in leoht godes

from  body-vessel into  light  of-god

sigor-lean sohte and pe secgan het
victory-reward  sought and  to-thee say bade

pxt git a mosten in pam ecan gefean
that  you-two ever  might in  the eternal Joy
mid pa sib-gedryht somud eard niman

with  the  peace-company

weorca wuldor-lean

of-works glory-reward
bledes and blissa-
of-splendor  and  of-joys-

sige-dryhten min

victory-lord mine

together  dwelling  take

willum neotan

with-joys enjoy

eac pe abeodan het
also  to-thee  announce  bade
pa he was sipes fus

when  he  was  of-journey eager
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pzt pu his lic-homan leofast magda
that  thou  bis body dearest  of-maidens
eordan bideahte nu pu xdre const
with-earth  shouldst-cover now thou quickly knowest
si0-fet minne ic sceal sarig-ferd
Jjourney mine I must  sad-hearted
hean-mod hweorfan hyge drusendne
abject-minded turn mind drooping
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I+ AZARIAS IN THE FURNACE

Agzarias prays in the middle of the hot flame, praising God’s name and judgments
and asking belp for the three of them. He confesses that their elders broke Gods
commands in pride, so that the people were scattered and given into the power of
a heathen king. He asks God to fulfill bis promise to Abrabam, Isaac, and Jacob,
that their descendants would be as many as the stars and the sand. Then an angel
is sent from beaven, who scatters the fire so that it cannot barm them.

him pa azarias in-geponcum
to-him then  Azarias with-inward-thoughts
hleoprede halig purh hatne lig
spoke holy through ~ hot  flame

dreag dedum georn dryhten herede

endured  in-deeds eager lord praised

wis in weorcum and pas word acwzd
wise in works and  these  words spoke
meotud  all-wihta pu eart meahtum swid
ordainer of-all-creatures thou  art in-powers strong
nipas to nerganne is pin noma mere

men to save is thy  name  glorious
wlitig and wuldorfest ofer wer-peode
beautiful  and glory-fast over nations
sindon pine domas on deda gehwam

are thy  judgments in  of-deeds each

sode  geswidde and gesigefaste-

with-truth  strengthened and victorious

eac pine willan in woruld-spedum

also tby wills in world-successes

ryhte mid rede rodera waldend

right with  counsel of-heavens ruler
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geoca us georne gasta scyppend

belp us  earnestly of~spirits creator

and purh hyldo help halig dryhten

and  through  favor  help holy lord

nu we pec for pearfum and for prea-nydum
now we thee for  needs and  for  affictions
and fore ead-medum arena biddap

and  for bumility of-mercies  pray

lege  bilegde we pas lifgende

by-flame  encompassed we  of-that living

worhton in worulde eac pon wom dydon-
wrought in world also  besides  sin did-
yldran usse in oferhygdum

elders ours in pride

pin bibodu brzcon burg-sittende

thy  commands broke city-dwellers

had ofer-hogedon halgan lifes

estate despised of-holy life

wurdon we towrecene geond widne grund
became we scattered throughout  wide earth
heapum tohworfne hylda lease

in-troops dispersed of-favors ~ destitute

was ure lif geond londa fela

was our life  throughout of-lands  many

fracud and gefrege fold-buendum

despised  and  notorious to-earth-dwellers

nu pu usic bewrzce in pas wyrrestan
now thou  us  bast-banished into these worst
eord-cyninges xht-gewealda

of-earth-king possession-powers
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in haft heoro-grimmes sceolon we pzr hapenra

into  captivity of-fierce-grim must we  there  of-beathens

prea-nyd [polian- pxs pe panc sie

affliction suffer- of-that  which  thanks  be-

wereda wuldor cyning: pxt pu us pas wrace teodest
of-hosts glory king- that  thou to-us this vengeance didst-appoint-
ne forlet pu usic ana- ece drihten-

not  forsake thou  us  alone- eternal lord-

for pam miltsum- pe  pec men hligad

for the mercies- for-which  thee  men extol-

and for pam treowum- pe pu tirum fast

and  for  the covenants: which  thou in-glories  fast-

nida nergend- genumen] hafdes:

of-men savior- taken hadst-

to abrahame: and to isace

to Abrabam- and to  ILaac

and iacobe- gasta scyppend

and  to-Jacob- of-spirits creator

pu him  gehete purh hleopor-cwidas

thou  to-them  didst-promise through voice-speeches
pxt pu hyra from-cynn on fyrn-dagum
that  thou of-them offspring in ancient-days
ycan wolde pxt hit xfter him

increase  wouldst so-thar it after  them

on Cyne'ryce Cenned Wurde

in royal-realm born should-be

yced on eorpan pxt swa unrime
increased  on earth that  so countless
had to hebban swa heofon-steorran
estate  to raise as heaven-stars
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bugad bradne hwearft 00 brim-flodas-

bend broad circuit unto seafloods-
swa waropa sond ymb sealt weater

as of-shores  sand aboutr  salt water

ype geond ear-grund pxt swa unrime
waves  throughout  ocean-ground that  so countless
ymb wintra hwearft weordan sceolde
about  of-winters  circuit become should

fyl nu pa frum-sprece peah pe user fea lifgen

Sulfill now that  first-promise though that  of-us  few live
wlitega  pine word-cwidas and din wuldor us
make-bright  thy word-speeches and  thy glory to-us
gecyo creft and meaht nu pec caldeas
make-known  power  and  might- now  thee  Chaldeans

and eac fela folca gefregen habban

and  also  many of-peoples heard have

pxt bu ana eart ece dryhten

that  thou alone  art eternal lord

sige-rof  settend and sod meotod
victory-brave  founder and  true  ordainer

wuldres waldend and woruld-sceafta

of-glory ruler and  of-world-creatures

swa- se halga wer hergende was

so- the  holy  man praising was
meotudes miltse and his mod-sefan
of-ordainer mercy and  his mind-beart

rehte purh reorde da of roderum weard
declared  through ~ voice then  from heavens became
engel «l-beorhta ufon onsended

angel all-bright from-above sent

236



AZARIAH

wlite-scyne wer in his wuldor-homan-

beauty-bright man in  bis glory-covering-

Cwom him pa to are and to ealdor nere

Came to-him then for grace and  for life saving
purh lufan and purh lisse se pone lig tosceaf
through  love and  through  favor who  that  flame  scattered

halig and heofon-beorht hatan fyres

holy and heaven-bright of-hot  fire

pxt se bittra bryne beorgan sceolde

so-that the  bitter  burning spare should

for pas engles ege xfestum  prim-

before of-the  angel awe to-pious three-

Tosweop and toswengde purh swides meaht
Swept-away  and  dashed-aside through  of-strong-one  might
liges leoman swa hyra lice ne scod:
of-flame rays so-that  their  to-body not harmed-

ac wxs in pam ofne pa se engel cwom
but  was in the oven when  the  angel came
windig and wynsum wedere onlicust

windy and  winsome to-weather  most-like

ponne on sumeres tid sended weorped

when in  of-summer time sent becomes
dropena dreorung mid deges hwile-

of-drops falling during  of-day while-

se ws in pam fire for frean meahtum

be  was in  the  fire through  of-lord powers
halgum to helpe weard se hata lig
to-holy-ones  for  help became  the  hot  flame
todrifen and todwzsced pxr pa dad-hwatan
driven-apart  and quenched where  those deed-bold
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pry mid geponcum peoden heredon
three  with thoughts prince praised
bzdon bletsige bearn in worulde
bade should-bless children in world

ealle gesceafte ecne dryhten

all creatures eternal lord

peoda waldend swa hi pry cwazdon
of-nations ruler as  they three said
modum horsce purh gemzne word
in-minds wise through ~ common word

II - THE SONG OF THE THREE

The three young men call on the whole of creation to bless God: heaven and the
angels, sun and moon, the rain that wakens the plants, day and night, frost and
snow, lightning, hills and fields, seas and springs, fish and birds, beasts and cattle,
the people of Israel, and the souls of the holy. Then a terror-struck warrior runs
to the hall and tells bis lord be sees four men in the fire unbarmed, with an angel
among them; Nebuchadnezzar bids the children come nearer, and they obey.

bletsige pec bilwit feder

should-bless  thee benign  father

woruld-sceafta wuldor and weorca gehwylc
of-world-creatures glory and  of-works each
heofonas and englas and hluttor water

heavens and angels and pure water

and eal mzgen eorpan gesceafta-

and  all host of-earth  of-creatures-

bletsige pec sodfest cyning sunne and monan
should-bless  thee  truth-fast king sun and moon
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leohte leoman lifgende god

bright rays living god

hadre and hlutre and heofon-dreame

brightly and  purely and with-heaven-joy

wastem weordian ful oft pu wuldor-cyning 80
fruit should-honor full  often  thou glory-king

purh lyft letest leodum to freme

through — air  lettest to-peoples  for  benefit

mildne morgen-ren monig sceal sippan

mild morning-rain many shall  afterward

Wyrt onwacnan eac pon wudu-bearwas

plant awaken also  besides wood-groves

tanum  tydrad trymmad eord-welan

with-twigs  propagate strengthen earth-wealth

hleod and hluttrad nzfre hlisan ah 85
warm and purify never fame  has

meotud pan maran ponne he wid monna bearn

ordainer the  greater than he  toward  of-men  children

wyrced wel-dedum wis bid se pe con

works  with-good-deeds wise &  be who knows

ongytan pone geocend pe wus eall good syled

perceive that belper who to-us all  good  gives

pe we habbad penden we her beod

which  we have while we  here  are

and us milde meotod mare gehated 90
and  to-us  mild ordainer more  promises

gif we geearniad elne  willad-

if we earn with-courage will-

donne feran sceal purh frean hase

then g0 shall through  of-lord  command
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sundor anra gehwas

apart of-ones  of-each

and pec god dryhten

and  thee  good lord
byrnende fyr
burning fire and

wearme weder-dagas

warm weather-days

frean on ferde

lord in  spirit

purh monigne had

through many estate

and pec dxg and niht

and  thee day  and  night

lofigen  and lufigen-

and  should-love-

should-praise

pe pas

which  these

wer-peoda

nations

deop dryhtnes bibod

fremest

thou-furtherest

sawl of lice:

soul  from  body-
gastas  hergen
spirits  should-praise

and beorht sumor

bright  summer

waldend manna
ruler of-men

eord-welan

earth-wealth

milde dryhten
mild lord
domfest cyning
doryfast  king
lux and tenebre
light and  darkness
weardum healdad-
hold-

with-watches

drugon hi pzt longe:

deep of-lord command performed  they that  long-
and pec crist cyning ceolas weordian

and  thee Christ king ships  should-honor
feder forst and snaw folca waldend
father frost  and  snow of-peoples ruler
winter-bitera weder and wolcna genipu
winter-bitter weather and  of-clouds mists

and pec liexende ligetta hergen

and  thee Alashing lightnings ~ should-praise

blace breahtum hwate bryten-rices weard
bright  with-crashes swift of-spacious-kingdom ~ guardian
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dyrne dryhten a pin dom sy

secret lord ever thy  glory  be

god and genge pu pzs geornlice

good  and  effectual thou of-that  earnestly

wyrcest wuldor-cyning wastmum  herge 110
workest glory-king with-fruits  should-praise

bletsien bledum and pin blad wese

should-bless  with-fruits and  thy  glory be

a ford ece &lmihtig god

ever forth  eternal almighty god

wesad and weaxad ealle wer-peode

be and grow all nations

lifgad bi pam lissum pe us se leofa cyning

live by the favors which to-us the  dear king

ece  dryhten ®r gesette 115
eternal lord before set

sinum bearnum to brice bremen  dryhten-

to-his children  for  use should-celebrate lord-

ond pec halga god hea duna

and thee holy god high bills
geond middan-geard miltsum  hergen
throughout middle-earth with-mercies  should-praise

feger folde and fader-rice-

fair earth and  father-kingdom-
fordon waldend scop wudige moras: 120
because ruler created wooded moors

lofe leanige leohtes hyrde-

with-praise  should-repay of-light keeper-
bletsige pec sodfzst cyning szs and wztra
should-bless  thee  truth-fast king seas  and  waters
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hea holmas
high

halig
holy

oceans

domlice deop water

gloriously deep

water
geofon-floda gehwylc
of-ocean-floods each
bOnnC mere-streamas
when

sea-streams

water onwealcad

waters roll
pxt @r gescop
which  before  created

lagu-floda bigong
of-water-floods  circuit
on pam wuniad
in  which dwell
side on sunde

in-journey in sea

bletsien pec pa ealle

should-bless  thee those  all

purh pinne willan

ne dryhten
lord
and dryhtnes bibod
and  oflord  command

georne bihealded

earnestly observes

meotudes raswum

of-ordainer  at-counsels

witon eald-gecynd

they-know old-nature

ece

dryhten-
lord-

eternal
leohtes hyrde-
of-light

wid-ferende

keeper-

wide-faring
fela-

of-strange-ones  many-

seldlicra

ece dryhten
lord

Et@fﬂﬂl

wuldorfest cyning:

through  thy  wil glory-fast king-

and pec ealle @-sprynge ece dryhten

and  thee  all  well-springs cternal  lord
heanne hergen ful oft pu hluttor lztest
high chould-praise Bl ofen thou  pure lettest
water wynlico to woruld-hyhte-

water  joyous for  world-bope:

of
from

clife clenum
cliff

pat

which  for-us  the

us

pure king
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monnum to miltse and to magen-eacan

to-men for  mercy

bletsien pec
should-bless  thee

fiscas and fuglas
fishes and birds

ealle pa pe onhrerad hreo wagas

all those  which stir rough waves

on pam bradan brime bremen  dryhten
in the broad sea should-celebrate lord

hergen  haligne
should-praise  holy-one
pa pe lacende

those which  sporting

and  for might-increase

bil-wit feder
benign father

fela-meahtigne

much-mighty

and heofon-fuglas
and heaven-birds
geond lyft farad

through  air go

bletsien pec dryhten deor and nyten
should-bless  thee beasts  and  cattle
meotud monna bearn- miltsum  hergen
ordainer of-men  children- with-mercies  should-praise

and ecne god

israhela cynn-

and  eternal  god of-Israel race-
bletsien pe pine sacerdas sodfxst cyning
should-bless  thee  thy priests truth-fast king

milde mzsseras
mild mass-priests
and pine Das

and thy  these

swylce haligra
likewise  of-holy-ones
and ece god

and  eternal  god

marne dryhten

glorious lord

deoda hyrde-
of-nations  keeper-
hluttre saule-
pure souls:

eadmod-heorte:

bumble-hearted-
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Nu bec ananias- and azarias:
Now thee  Ananias- and  Azarias-
and misahel meotud miltsum hergad
and Misael ordainer with-mercies  praise

155 nu we geonge: pry god bletsiad

now  we young: three- god bless
fela-meahtigne feder in heofonum
much-mighty father in heavens
pone sodan sunu- and pone sige-festan gazst-
that true son- and  that victory-fast spirit-
forpon us onsende sigora waldend
because to-us sent ofvictories ruler
engel to are sepe uslic] bearg
angel  for grace he-who us protected

160 fyr and feondas and mid fiprum bewreah
fire  and fiends and  with wings covered
wid  bryne-brogan breahtmum hwurfun
against  burning-terror with-crashes turned

ymb bzt hate hus hzdne leode:

aboutr  that  hot  house heathen  peaples-
da bzt ongeaton godes andsacan
when  that perceived of-god adversaries
pzt hi ne meahtan ne meotod wolde
that  they not could nor  ordainer  would

165 acwellan cnyhta &- ac hy crist scilde-
destroy of-boys  law- but them Christ  shielded-
hwearf pa to healle swa he hrapost meahte
turned then to hall as he  most-quickly could-
eorl acol-mod pzt he ofer his ealdre gestod-
warrior  terror-minded so-that he  over  bis lord stood-
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Abead pa for pazre dugude deop zrende

Announced then before  the host deep message

haligra gehyld hlyst wes per-inne

of-holy-ones  protection listening ~ was therein

grom-hydig guma pxt ic geare wiste 170
fierce-minded man that I clearly  knew

pxt we iii hafdon peoda wisan

that  we  three had of-nations  wise

geonge cnichtas for gazst-lufan

young boys for spirit-love

gebunden to bzle in byrnendes

bound to  pyre in of-burning

fyres leoman- nu ic per iiii men-

offire s now I thore four men

geseo to sode nales me sylfa gerad: 175
see for  truth not-at-all  to-me  self reason-

hweorfad nu =zfter heorde nzngum hat sceped

they-move now  about hearth to-none heat  harms

ofnes zled ac him is engel mid

of-oven  fire but  them is  angel  with

hafad beorhtne blad ne mxg him bryne sceppan

has bright glory not  can  to-them burning harm

wlitigne wuldor-homan- da pam wordum swealg

beautiful glory-covering- then  those words swallowed

brego caldea gewat pa to pam bryne gongan 180
prince  of-Chaldeans went  then to  the  burning to-go

anhydig eorl pxt he ofer pam ade gestod

resolute warrior so-that he  over the  pyre stood

het pa of pam lige lifgende bearn-
bade then from  the  flame living children-
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nabocodonossor
Nebuchadnezzar

ne forhogodon pet
not disdained that
woruld-cyninges
of-world-king

ac eodon of pam
bur  went  from  the
wuldre gewlitegad
with-glory beautified
gifre gleda[nid]
greedy  ember-malice
synne geswencton
sin afflicted
modum gleawe
in-minds wise
purh fore-poncas

through  fore-thoughts

CHRIST AND GUTHLAC

near xt-gongan-

nearer come-

pa halgan sippan hi hwzt-mode
those  holy-ones after they bold-minded

weorn gehyrdon-

summons beard-
fyre feorh unwemme
fire life unstained

swa hyra wzdum ne scod
so-that  of-their to-garments not harmed
ac hi mid gastlufan
bur  they  with spirit-love
and gesigefaston
and triumphed
in mon-peawum

in man-customs

fyr gedygdon

fire survived
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I+ THE FAIR LAND

Far away in the east lies a land few men can reach, beautiful and blessed, kept
from evildoers by God’s power. No rain or snow falls there, no frost, no beat, no
bail, no winter shower; there are no mountains or valleys, and the plain stands
bigher than any hill we know. The groves never lose their fruit or their leaves,
since God commanded them to stand green, and when the flood covered the earth
this island stayed unbarmed until the day of judgment.

hxbbe ic gefrugnen- pxtte is feor heonan
have I beard- that is  far hence
east-delum on xpelast londa

in-east-parts in noblest  of-lands

firum gefrage nis se foldan sceat

to-men famous not-is that  of-earth  region

ofer middan-geard mongum gefere

over middle-earth to-many  accessible

folc-agendra ac he afyrred is

of-people-owners but it removed  is

purh meotudes meaht man-fremmendum-
through  of-ordainer might from-sin-doers-
wlitig is se wong eall wynnum geblissad
beautiful is the  plain  all with-joys gladdened
mid pam fxgrestum foldan stencum

with the fairest of-earth odors

enlic is paxt iglond xpele se wyrhta

peerless is  that  island noble  the  maker

modig meahtum spedig se pa moldan gesette:
brave in-powers rich who  that earth established-
dzr bid oft open eadgum to-geanes

there  is  often  open to-blessed towards
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onhliden hleopra wyn heofon-rices duru
unclosed of-melodies  joy of-heaven-kingdom  door
pxt is wynsum wong wealdas grene

that  is  winsome plain forests green

rume under roderum ne mxg pxr ren ne snaw
spacious  under heavens not  can  there rain nor  snow
ne forstes fnest ne fyres blast

nor  of-frost  breath nor of-fire  blast

ne hagles hryre ne hrimes dryre

nor  of-hail fall nor  of-rime  dropping

ne sunnan hztu ne sin-caldu

nor  of-sun beat nor  perpetual-cold

ne wearm weder ne winter-scur

nor  warm weather nor  winter-shower

wihte gewyrdan ac se wong seomad

at-all harm but the  plain rests

eadig and onsund is pxt xpele lond

blessed  and  unharmed is  that  noble  land
blostmum geblowen beorgas pxr ne muntas
with-blossoms blown mountains  there nor hills
steape ne stondad ne stan-clifu

steep not stand nor  stone-cliffs

heah hlifiad swa her mid us

high tower as  here  with  us

ne dene ne dalu ne dun-scrafu

nor  dens mor dales nor  down-caves

hlewas ne hlincas ne pazr hleonad- 6o
mounds nor  slopes nor  there leans- ever
unsmedes wiht ac se xpela feld

of-unsmooth  anything but the noble  field
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wridad under wolcnum wynnum geblowen
flourishes under clouds with-joys blown

is pzt torhte lond twelfum herra

is  that  bright  land by-twelve  higher

folde fxdm-rimes swa us gefreogum- gleawe
earth  of-fathom-number as  to-us of-learned- wise
witgan purh wisdom on gewritum cypad-
prophets  through  wisdom in writings make-known-
ponne nig para beorga pe her beorhte mid us
than any  of-those mountains which  here  brightly with  us
héa hlifiad under heofon-tunglum-

high tower under beaven-stars-

smylte is se sige-wong sun-bearo lixed

serene is the  victory-plain sun-grove  gleams
wudu-holt wynlic wxstmas ne dreosad
wood-holt winsome fruits not fall

beorhte blede ac pa beamas -

bright Sruits but  the trees ever-

grene stondad swa him god bibead:

green stand as  to-them god  commanded-
wintres and sumeres- wudu bid gelice-
of-winter and  of-summer- wood is alike-
bledum gehongen nzfre brosniad-

with-fruits hung never decay-

leaf under lyfte ne him lig sceped

leaves  under sky nor to-them flame  barms
zfre to ealdre xr pon edwenden

ever to age before  that change
worulde geweorde swa iu watres prym
of-world may-come as  once of-water  might
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ealne middan-geard
all middle-earth

eorpan ymb-hwyrft
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mere-flod peahte
sea-flood

covered

pa se «pela wong

of-earth circuit then the  noble  plain
xghwzs onsund wid  yo-fare
of-everything  unharmed against  wave-course
gehealden stod hreora wzga

preserved stood of-rough  waves

eadig unwemme purh est godes
blessed unstained through grace  of-god
bided swa geblowen 00 bzles cyme
abides 50 blossomed until  of-fire  coming
dryhtnes domes ponne dead-rxced
of-lord of-judgment when death-houses

hzlepa heolstor-cofan

of-heroes darkness-chambers
nis

not-is  there  in the

ne wop ne wracu
nor weeping nor vengeance

yldu ne yrmdu

age nor  misery

ne lifes lyre ne
nor of-life  loss nor
ne Synn ne sacu
nor  sin  mor strife

ne wxdle gewin

nor struggle

of-poverty
ne sorg ne slxp

sorrow nor  sleep

pxr on pam londe

onhliden weorpad-

unclosed become-
lad-genidla
hateful-foe

wea-tacen nan

land
wae-token none

ne se enga dead

nor the narrow death

lapes
of bateful

ne

cyme
coming
sar-wracu
nor pain—vengeanre
ne welan onsyn

of-wealth lack

nor

ne swar leger

nor sickness

heavy
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ne winter-geweorp

nor winter-storm

hreoh under heofonum

rough under beavens

caldum cyle-gicelum

with-cold chill-icicles

pzr ne hzgl ne hrim

THE PHENIX

ne wedra gebregd
nor  of-weathers change
ne se hearda forst
nor the  hard frost
cnysed xnigne
strikes any

hreosad to foldan

there  nor  hail  nor  rime falls to  earth

ne windig wolcen

nor  windy cloud

lyfte gebysgad

by-air driven but

wundrum wrztlice

wondrously curiously

fegrum fold-wylmum

with-fair earth-surges
water wynsumu

waters winsome

pa monpa gehwam

which of-months  on-each
brim-cald brecad
sea-cold burst
pragum prymlice
at-times gloriously
patte twelf sipum
that twelve times
lond geond-lace
land  should-flood-through
sindon pa bearwas

are those groves

ne pzr water feallep

nor there  water falls

ac pzr lagu-streamas

f/?ffe water-streams
wyllan onspringad
springs burst-forth
foldan leccap
earth moisten

of pxs wuda midle-

from of-the wood  middle-

of pzre moldan tyrf

from  of-the earth turf
bearo ealne geond-farad
grove all traverse
is pxt peodnes gebod
is  that  of-prince  command
pxt tirfaste
that  glory-fast
lagu-floda wynn-
of-water-floods ~ joy-
bledum gehongene
with-fruits hung
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wlitigum wzstmum pxr ndé waniad o
with-beautifil fruits there  not wane ever
halge under heofonum holtes fretwe

holy under  heavens of-wood  adornments
ne feallad pzr on foldan fealwe blostman
nor fall there  on earth fallow blossoms
wudu-beama wlite ac par wretlice
of-wood-trees beauty but  there  curiously

on pam treowum symle telgan gehladene
on the trees ever branches laden
ofett edniwe in ealle tid

fruit renewed in all  time

on pam gras-wonge grene stondap

on the grass-plain green stand

gehroden hyhtlice haliges meahtum

adorned Joyfully of-holy-one  by-powers
beorhtast bearwa no gebrocen weorped
brightest of-groves not broken becomes
holt on hiwe pzr se halga stenc
wood in bue where the  holy  fragrance

wunap geond wyn-lond pxt onwended ne bid

remains  throughout  joy-land which changed not s
xfre to ealdre xr pon endige
ever  to age before  that  should-end
frod fyrn-geweorc se  hit on frympe gescop
wise ancient-work he-who it in  beginning  created
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II - THE BIRD AND THE SUN

One bird guards that wood, strong in feather, called the phoenix, and death never
touches bim while the world stands. He watches for the sun, bathes twelve times in
the stream before it comes, and climbs a bigh tree to see it rise. When the sun lifts
above the sea be sings more wonderfully than any man has beard, sweeter than
trumpet, harp, or organ, and falls silent when it sinks. After a thousand years be
grows old and flies west with a crowd of birds to a lonely wood in Syria.

done wudu weardap wundrum fager 85
that wood guards wondrously fair

fugel feprum strong se is fenix haten

bird in-feathers  strong he is  phoenix  called

par se anhaga eard bihealdep-

there  the lone-dweller dwelling keeps-

deormod drohtad nxfre him deap sceped

brave-minded lives never  to-him  death barms

on pam will-wonge penden woruld stondep-

in the Jjoy-plain while world stands-

Se sceal pare sunnan si0 bihealdan 90
He  shall  of-that sun course watch

and ongean cuman godes condelle

and towards come of-god candle

gledum gimme georne bewitigan

bright gem eagerly observe

hwonne up cyme xpelast tungla

when up  comes noblest of-stars

ofer yd-mere estan lixan

over wave-sea from-east  to-gleam

feder fyrn-geweorc fretwum  blican 95
of-father ancient-work with-adornments  to-shine
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torht tacen godes tungol beop ahyded

bright token of-god stars are bhidden
gewiten under wapeman west-dzlas on
departed under waves west-parts in

bideglad on dg-red and seo deorce niht

concealed at dawn and  the dark night
won gewited ponne wapum strong
dark departs then in-wanderings  strong
fugel feprum wlonc on firgen-stream

bird in-feathers  proud on  mountain-stream
under lyft ofer lagu locad georne

under sky  over water looks eagerly
hwonne up cyme eastan glidan

when up  comes from-east  to-glide

ofer sidne sz swegles leoma-

over wide  sea of-sky radiance-

swa se xpela fugel xt pam x-springe

s0 the  noble bird ar  the water-spring
wlitig-fest  wunad wylle-streamas

beauty-fast dwells well-streams

pxr se tir-eadga twelf sipum hine-

there  the  glory-blessed twelve times bim-
bibapad in pam burnan xr pxs beacnes cyme
bathes in  the stream before  of-that  beacon coming
swegl-condelle and symle swa oft
of-sky-candle and ever as  often

of pam wilsuman wyll-gespryngum

from  the desirable well-springs

brim-cald beorged xt bada gehwylcum

sea-cold tastes at  of-baths each
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Sippan hine sylfne xfter sund-plegan

Afterward  bim self after swim-play
heah-mod hefed on heanne beam-
high-minded raises onto high tree-
ponan ypast mzg on east-wegum
whence  most-easily  can on east-ways

si®  bi-healdan hwonne swegles tapur
course watch when of-sky taper
ofer holm-prace hzdre blice

over ocean-tumult brightly  shines

leohtes leoma lond beod gefratwad
of-light ray lands are adorned
woruld gewlitegad sippan wuldres gim
world beautified after of-glory  gem
ofer geofones gong grund gescinep
over of-ocean course ground  shines-on
geond middan-geard marost tungla-
throughout middle-earth most-glorious  of-stars-
Sona swa seo sunne Sealte streamas
At-once  as  the sun salt streams
héa ofer-hlifad swa se haswa fugel
high overtops so  the  gray bird-
beorht of pzs bearwes beame gewited
bright from  of-the grove tree departs

fared feprum snell flyhte on lyfte

goes in-feathers  swift in-flight  in air
swinsad and singed swegle to-geanes:
makes-melody — and sings to-sky towards-
donne bid swa feger fugles gebzru
then 5 s fair ofbird  bearing

257

120

125



130

140

CHRIST AND GUTHLAC

onbryrded breost-sefa blissum [h]remig
inspired breast-mind with-joys exulting
wrixled wod-crzfte wundor-licor

varies with-song-craft more-wondrously

beorhtan reorde ponne «fre byre monnes
with-bright voice than ever  child of-man

hyrde under heofonum sippan heah-cyning

heard under heavens after high-king
wuldres wyrhta woruld stapelode
of~glory maker world established

heofon and eorpan bip pxs hleodres sweg

heaven and earth is  of-that melody sound
eallum song-creftum swetra and  wlitigra
than-all song-crafts sweeter  and  more-beautiful
and wynsumra wrenca gehwylcum
and  more-winsome than-of-modulations each

ne magon pam breahtme byman ne hornas
not can to-that clamor trumpets  nor  horns
ne hearpan hlyn ne hzlepa stefn

nor  of-harp sound nor  of-heroes  voice

Xnges on eorl)an ne Organan SWCg

of-any on earth nor  of-organ  sound
[h]leopres geswin ne swanes fedre

of-melody harmony nor  of-swan  feather

ne nig para dreama pe dryhten gescop
nor  any  of-those Joys which lord created
gumum to gliwe in pas geomran woruld
to-men for  mirth in  this sad world
singed swa and swinsad selum geblissad
sings so  and  makes-melody with-joys  gladdened
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oppxt seo sunne
the

until sun

seged weorped

sunk becomes

and hlyst gefed

and  listening  takes

prist ponces gleaw
bold  of-thought
fepre flyht-hwate

feathers Mlight-swift

wise

symle he twelf sipum

ever he  twelve

dxges and nihtes

by-day and  by-night
bearwes bigenga
of-grove inbabitant

wonges mid willum

of-plain with Joys
lifes and lissa
of-life and  of-favors

00-pxt he pusende

until he  thousand

wudu-bearwes weard

of-wood-grove guardian

donne bid gehefgad

then is  weighed-down

gomol gearum frod
old

in-years wise

aflyhd fugla [wyn]

flies-from  of-birds  [joy]

times

londes
of-land

THE PHENIX

on sud-rodor

into south-sky

ponne swiad he

then is-silent  he
heafde onbrygded
with-head starts

and priwa ascxced

and  thrice shakes

fugol bid geswiged
bird is silenced

tida gemearcad
of-hours

marks
swa gedemed is

s0 decreed is

pxt he pzr brucan mot

that  he

there enjoy

may
and welan neotan
of-wealth

and use

fretwa
adornments
pisses lifes
of-this life
wintra gebidep-
of-winters  awaits-
haswig-fedra
gray-feathered
[glrene eordan

green earth

o)

foldan geblowene 155

earth blossomed
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and ponne geseced side rice

and then seeks wide  realm
middan-geardes pxr n6 men bugad
of-middle-earth where not  men dwell
eard and epel pxr he ealdordom
dwelling  and ~ homeland where e lordship

onfehd fore-mihtig ofer fugla cynn-

receives very-mighty over  of-birds  race-

gepungen on  peode and prage mid him

excellent among  people and  for-a-time with  them
westen weardad ponne wapum strong
wilderness guards then in-wanderings  strong
west gewited wintrum gebysgad

west: departs by-winters burdened

fleogan feprum snel fuglas pringad
fy in-feathers  swift birds press

utan ymbe axpelne aghwylc wille

outside  about  noble-one each will
wesan pegn and peow peodne marum
be thane  and  servant to-prince glorious

oppxt hy gesecad syrwara lond

until they seek of-Syrians  land

cordra maste him se clena par

of-troops  greatest to-them the pure-one  there

odscufed scearplice pxt he in scade weardad
pushes-away sharply so-that he in  shade duwells
on wudu-bearwe weste stowe

in wood-grove waste place

biholene and bihydde hazlepa monegum-

concealed and hidden of-heroes  from-many-
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dzr he heanne beam on holt-wuda

there  be high tree in bolt-wood

wunad and weardad wyrtum festne

inbabits  and guards with-roots fast

under heofun-hrofe pone hatad men

under heaven-roof which call men

fenix on foldan of paxs fugles noman-
phoenix  on earth from of-the  bird name-

hafad pam treowe forgiefen tir-meahtig cyning
has to-that tree granted glory-mighty king
meotud mon-cynnes mine gefrage

ordainer of-mankind by-my hearing

pxt se ana is ealra beama

that it alone is of-all trees

on eord-wege up-ledendra

on earth-way of-up-leading

beorhtast geblowen ne mxg him bitres wiht
brightest blossomed not  can  to-it  of-bitter anything

scyldum sceddan ac gescylded &

with-guilts barm but shielded ever-

wunad ungewyrded penden woruld stonded

remains unharmed while world stands
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III - THE NEST AND THE FIRE

In the high tree the bird builds a nest of the sweetest herbs and fruits be can gather,
and waits there for the summer sun. The house grows hot, the plants steam, and
the nest and the bird together take fire and burn to ashes. Yer after a while an
apple-like shape is found in the ash; from it grows a worm, which becomes an
eagle’s chick and then the bird itself, renewed. The poet compares it with the corn
that is sown clean and rises again in the spring.

donne wind liged weder bid fxger
then wind lies weather  is fair
hluttor heofones gim halig scined
pure ofbeaven  gem holy  shines

beod wolcen towegen watra prype
are clouds dispersed of-waters  forces

stille stondad bip storma gehwylc

still stand is  of-storms each

aswefed under swegle supan  bliced

lulled under sky from-south  shines
weder-condel wearm weorodum  lyhted-
weather-candle warm to-hosts gives-light-
donne on pam telgum timbran onginned
then on the branches build begins
nest gearwian bid him neod micel

nest prepare is  to-him  need great

pxt he pa yldu ofestum mote

that  be thar  age with-haste  may

purh gewittes wylm wendan to life
through  of-mind surge turn o life
feorg geong onfon ponne feor and neah
life young receive then far  and  near
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somnad and gxdrad

the sweetest gathers and collects

wyrta wynsume and wudu-bleda

plants winsome and wood-fruits

to pam eard-stede xpel-stenca gehwone 195

to the  duwelling-place

wyr ta wynsumra

winsome

of-plants

feder frymda gehwas

father  of-beginnings
to indryhtum

for noble

swetes[t] under swegle

sweetest under sky

in pxt treow innan

into  that tree within
pxr se wilda fugel
there the  wild bird
ofer heanne beam

over

high tree

wlitig and wynsum
beautiful  and

winsome
sylf
bimself in  the

in pam solere
chamber
in pam leaf-sceade
in the leaf~shade
on healfa gehware
on  of-sides on-each

and pam xpelestum

and  with-the noblest

which

of-each

of-men

each

of-noble-odors

pe wuldor-cyning

glory-king
ofer foldan gescop
created

over earth

xlda cynne

race

par

there  be

he sylf biered
himself

bears

torhte fretwe 200

bright  adornments
in pam westenne

in  the wilderness

hus

bOMSE

getimbred
builds

and gewicad par

and dwells there

and ymb-seted utan

and surrounds outside

lic and fepre
body and  feathers

205

halgum stencum
with-holy odors
eorpan bledum

of-earth  with-fruits
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sited sipes fus
sits of—joumey eager
on sumeres tid
in of-summer  time

ofer sceadu scined

over shadows shines

woruld geond-wlited-

world surveys
hus onheted
beated

house

wyrta wearmiad
plants grow-warm
swetum swaccum
with-sweet
purh fyres feng
offire  grip
bzl bid onzled
kindled

savors

through

pyre is
heore-dreorges hus

bDMSE

of-sword-sad

fealo lig feormad
fallow  flame

consumes
fyrn-gearum frod
in-ancient-years wise
lznne lic-homan
fleeting body
fxges
of-doomed-one

xled

burn:

ad-leg

pyre-flame

through

feorh-hord
life-hoard

however
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ponne swegles gim
of-sky

sunne hatost

when gem
sun bottest

and gesceapu dreoged
Fulfill

ponne weorded his

and destinies

then becomes bis

purh hador swegl

clear sky

will-sele stymed
Jjoy-hall steams

ponne on swole byrned
burns

then in heat

fugel mid neste

bird  with  nest
ponne brond peced
when fire covers

hreoh onetted

frerce
and fenix byrned

bastem

and  phoenix  burns

ponne fyr piged

then  fire  rtakes

lif bid on side

life is  on journey
ponne flesc and ban
when flsh  and  bone

hwepre him eft cymed

to-him again  comes
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xfter fyrst-mearce feorh edniwe

after time-measure life renewed

sippan pa yslan eft onginnad

after those  embers again begin

xfter lig-prace lucan togzdere

after  flame-violence Join together

geclungne to cleowenne ponne clzne bid
shrunken into ball when clean is
beorhtast nesta bzle forgrunden

brightest of-nests by-fire destroyed
heapo-rofes  hof hra bid acolad
of-battle-brave dwelling corpse s cooled
ban-fxt gebrocen and se bryne sweprad
bone-vessel broken and the burning  subsides
ponne of pam ade xples gelicnes

then from  the  pyre of-apple  likeness

on pxre ascan bid eft gemeted

in the ash is again found

of pam weaxed wyrm wundrum faxger
fom which  grows  worm wondrously  fair
swylce he of zgerum ut-alede

as-if be  from eggs out-came

scir of scylle ponne on sceade weaxed
bright  from  shell then in shade grows

pxt he =zrest bid swylce earnes brid

so-that  he  first is like of-eagle  chick
feeger fugel-timber- donne furpor gin
fair bird-brood- then further  yet
wridad on wynnum pxt he bid wastmum gelic
fourishes  in jops wo-thar he i informs  like
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ealdum earne and «fter pon

to-old eagle and  after  that

feprum  gefretwad swylc he =zt frymde was
with-feathers adorned such he at  beginning  was
beorht geblowen ponne brad weorped

bright blossomed then flesh becomes

eal edniwe eft acenned

all renewed again born

synnum asundrad sumes onlice

from-sins sundered somewbat  alike

swa mon to andleofne eordan was[t]mas

as one  for  sustenance of-earth fruits

on hzrfeste ham geleded

in harvest home brings

wiste wynsume xr wintres cyme

provisions winsome before  of-winter  coming

on rypes timan py lxs hi renes scur
in  ofreaping  time by-that  less  them  of-rain  shower
awyrde under wolcnum pzr hi wrade metad
should-spoil ~ under clouds where they support  find
fodor-pege gefean ponne forst and snaw
of-food-taking Joy when frost  and  snow

mid ofer-mzgne eorpan peccad

with over-might earth cover
winter-gewedum of pam wastmum sceal
with-winter-garments from  the fruits shall
eorla  ead-wela eft aledan

of-warriors  bliss-wealth again  bring-forth

purh cornes gecynd pe «r clxne bid
through  of-corn  naure which before  pure s
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seed sown

on lenctenne
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ponne sunnan glem

when of-sun gleam

lifes tacen

in spring of-life  token
weced woruld-gestreon pxt pa wastmas beod
wakens world-treasure so-that  those fruits are

purh agne gecynd eft acende

through  own nature

foldan fratwe

of-earth  adornments

gomel =xfter gearum

again  brought-forth
swa se fugel weorped

so  the  bird becomes

geong edniwe

old after years young renewed

flesce bifongen
in-flesh  encompassed
mete on moldan
food on earth
dal  gebyrge:
portion tastes-

zt middre nihte
at mid night
feorh afeded

life feeds
agenne eard

own dwelling

n6 he foddor biged
not  he food takes
nemne mele-deawes
except of-honey-dew
se dreosed oft
which falls often
bi pon se modga his
by that the brave-one  bis
oppzt fyrn-gesetu
until  ancient-dwellings

eft geseced

again seeks
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IV - THE BIRD RENEWED

Grown young among the herbs, the bird gathers the remains of bis old body, bones
and ash together, wraps them in plants, and carries them in bis claws to his own
bright land, where be buries them on the island. The poet describes bim: the
breast marked with colors, the bead green bebind, the tail brown and crimson and
spotted, the neck ringed like the sun, eyes like stone set in gold. When be flies, birds
come from every quarter to honor him as a king, until be outstrips them.

265 Oonne bid aweaxen wyrtum in gemonge

then is grown among-plants  in throng

fugel feprum deal feorh bid niwe

bird  in-feathers proud W & new
geong geofona ful ponne he of greote his
young of-gifts  full when be from  dust bis
lic leopu-creftig pxt «r lig fornom-
body limb-agile which  before flame  consumed-
somnad swoles lafe searwum gegzdrad
gathers of-heat  remnant with-skill collects

270 ban gebrosnad xfter beal-prece
bones decayed after  fire-violence

and ponne gebringed ban and yslan

and then brings bones and  embers

ades lafe eft =tsomne

of-pyre  remnant again together

and ponne pxt wal-reaf wyrtum  bitelded
and then that  slaughter-spoil with-plants covers

fegre gefratwed: donne afysed bid

fairly adorned- then impelled ~ is
275 agenne eard eft to secan:
own dwelling again  to seek:
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ponne fotum ymb-fehd fyres lafe

then with-feet

clam biclypped

claws embraces

sun-beorht gesetu

sun-bright dwellings

eadig epel-lond

clasps of-fire remnant

and his cyppu eft
and  his  homeland again
seced on wynnum
seeks  with Joys

eall bid geniwad

blessed homeland all is renewed

feorh and feper-homa swa he =t frympe was
life and  feather-covering as  he at  beginning  was
pa hine xrest god on pone =xpelan wong
when  him first god onto  the noble plain

sigor-fast sette
victory-fast set
ban gebringed
bones brings

on beorh-stede
on bill-stead

ascan to eacan

ashes for increase

bebyrged beadu-craftig

he his sylfes per
he of-his  self  there

pa @r brondes wylm-
which before  offire  surge-
bzle forpylmde

by-fire  enveloped

ponne eal geador

then all  rogether

ban and yslan

buries battle-skilled bones and  embers

on pam edlonde

on the island

pxre sunnan segn-

of-that sun

gimma gladost

of-gems brightest

xpel-tungla wyn

of-noble-stars Jjoy

bid him edniwe-
is  to-him  renewed-
ponne swegles leoht
when of~sky light
ofer garsecg up
over ocean MP'
eastan lixed

from-east  gleams
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Is se fugel faxger forweard hiwe
I the  bird fair in-front in-hue
bleo-brygdum fag ymb pa breost foran

with-color-variations  stained about the  breast  in-front

is him pat heafod hindan grene

is  to-him  that bead behind green
wrztlice wrixled wurman geblonden
wondrously varied with-purple mingled
295 ponne is se finta fegre gedaled
then is the  tail fairly divided
sum brun sum basu sum blacum splottum
some  brown  some  crimson some  with-pale spots
searolice beseted sindon pa fipru
cunningly set are the  wings
hwit hindan-weard and se hals grene
white rearward and the neck  green
niopo-weard and ufe-weard and pxt nebb lixed
downward and upward and  that  beak  gleams
300 swa gles oppe gim geaflas scyne
like glass or gem Jjaws bright
innan and utan is seo eag-gebyrd
within and  without is  the eye-nature
stearc and hiwe stane gelicast
stern and  in-hue to-stone  most-like
gladum gimme ponne in gold-fate
to-bright gem when in  gold-vessel
smipa orponcum biseted weorped-
of-smiths by-skills set becomes-
305 is ymb pone sweoran swylce sunnan hring
is  about  the neck as-if of-sun ring
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beaga beorhtast bregden fedrum

of-rings brightest woven with-feathers

wretlic is seo womb neopan wundrum fager
wondrous is the  belly  beneath wondrously  fair
scir and scyne is se scyld ufan

bright and  shining is the shield  above

freewum  gefeged ofer pzs fugles bac
with-adornments  joined over of-the  bird back-
Sindon pa scancan scyllum biweaxen 310
Are the legs with-scales  overgrown

fealwe fotas se fugel is on hiwe

fallow feet the bird is in bue

xghwes znlic onlicost  péan

of-everything  peerless most-like  to-peacock

wynnum geweaxen pas gewritu secgad-
with-joys grown of-thar  writings say-

nis he hinder-weard- ne hyge-gxlsa

not-is  he backward- nor  mind-sluggish

swar ne swongor swa sume fuglas 315
heavy  nor slow as some birds

pa pe late purh lyft lacad fiprum-

those  which slowly  through  air play  with-wings-

ac he is snel and swift and swipe leoht

but  he is quick and  swift and very light
wlitig and wynsum wuldre gemearcad-

beautiful  and winsome with-glory marked-

Ece is se apeling se pe him paxt ead gefed-

Eternal is the  prince be who to-him thar  bliss  gives-
ponne he gewited wongas secan 320
when he  departs plains to-seek
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his ealdne eard
bis old dwelling

swa se fugel fleoged
50 the  bird flies

mongum monna
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of pisse epel-tyrf
from  this  homeland-turf
folcum od-eawed
to-peoples  shows-itself

geond middan-geard-

to-many of-men throughout middle-earth-
ponne somnad supan and norpan
then gather from-south and  from-north

eastan and westan

from-east and  from-west

eored-ciestum

in-troop-bands

farad feorran and nean folca prypum

ome  fromfar and fro
pxr hi sceawiap
where they  bebold
fzgre on pam fugle
fiir  on  the  bird
sigora  sod-cyning

of-victories true-king

m-near of-peoples  in-hosts
scyppendes giefe
of-creator gift
swa him =zt fruman sette
as  to-him at  beginning set
sellicran  gecynd

more—wondrous nature

fretwe fxgran ofer fugla cyn-

adornments  fairer
donne wundriad

then wonder

wlite and wzstma
beauty  and forms
mundum mearciad
with-hands they-mark
hwonne se dxg and
when the day  and
fretwe  flyht-hwates-
adornments  of-flight-swift-

over  of-birds  race-

weras ofer eorpan

men over earth
and gewritu  cypad
and  writings  make-known

on marm-stane

on marble-stone
seo tid dryhtum geeawe
the  hour to-hosts should-show

DPonne fugla cynn-
Then of-birds  race-
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on healfa gehwone heapum pringad
on  of-sides on-each in-troops press
sigad sid-wegum songe lofiad

sink on-wide-ways with-song  praise
merad modigne meaglum reordum
extol brave-one with-earnest voices

and swa pone halgan hringe beteldad

and 50 that  holy-one with-ring  encircle

flyhte on lyfte fenix bip on middum 340
in-flight  in air phoenix is  in middle

preatum biprungen peoda wlitad

by-troops thronged nations gaze

wundrum wafiad hu seo wil-gedryht

wondrously marvel how the  joy-company

wildne weorpiad worn zfter oprum

wild-one honor multitude  after other

creftum cypad and for cyning merad

with-arts proclaim and  as king extol

leofne leod-fruman ledad mid wynnum 345
dear people-prince lead  with Joys

xpelne to earde oppxt se anhoga

noble-one  to  dwelling until  the lone-dweller

o0fleoged feprum snel pxt him gefylgan ne mag
flies-away in-feathers  swift so-thatr  him Jollow not  can
drymendra gedryht ponne duguda wyn-

of-rejoicing-ones  company then of-hosts Jjoy-

of Disse eorpan tyrf epel  seced

from  this of-earth  turf homeland ~ secks
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V - WHAT THE BIRD MEANS

So the blessed bird, after death, comes back to bis old home, and the other birds turn
sadly back. God alone knows the bird’s nature, whether male or female, and the
whole matter is a wonder. The bird stands for the chosen of Christ, who hold the
bright joy through the Father’s help and gain a high reward. Then the poet turns to
Adam and Eve, set in the fairest land and losing it through the serpent’s malice, so
that their children were driven into this valley of death until the coming of the king.

swa se geszliga zfter swylt-hwile
50 the  blessed-one after death-time
his eald-cydpe eft geneosad

bis old-home again visits

fegre foldan fugelas cyrrad

fair earth birds turn

from pam gud-frecan geomor-mode
from the war-bold sad-minded
eft to earde ponne se «peling bid
again  to  dwelling when  the  prince is
giong in geardum god ana wat
young in  dwellings god  alone  knows

cyning xlmihtig hu his gecynde bid

king almighty how  his nature is
wif-hades pe weres pxt ne wat =znig
of-female-sex  or  of-male that  not knows  any
monna cynnes butan meotod ana
of-men of-race except  ordainer  alone
hu pa wisan sind wundorlice

hou) tbﬁje u)a}lf are wﬂnd@’:ﬁll

fxger fyrn-gesceap ymb pazs fugles gebyrd

fair ancient-decree abour  of-the  bird birth
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pzr se eadga mot

where  the blessed-one  may

wylle-streama
of-well-streams wood-holts

wunian in wonge

eardes
of-dwelling

neotan

enjoy

wudu-holtum in-

in-

oppxt wintra bid

dwell in  plain until  of-winters  is

pusend urnen ponne him weorped

thousand run then to-him  becomes

ende lifes: hine ad peced: 365
end oflife- him  pyre  covers-

purhzled-fyr hwapre eft cymed

through-kindled-fire however  again  comes

aweaht wretlice wundrum to life

awakened  curiously wondrously  to  life

forpon he drusende dead ne bisorgad

therefore  be drooping death  not fears

sare swylt-cwale pe him symle wat

sore death-torment who to-him  ever  knows

xfter lig-prace lif edniwe 370
after  flame-violence life  renewed

feorh «fter fylle ponne fromlice

life after  fall then boldly

purh briddes had gebreadad weorded

through  of-chick  form fleshed becomes

eft  of ascan edgeong wesed

again  from  ashes young-again is

under swegles hleo bid him self gehwader

under of-sky shelter is  to-him self  each-of-two

sunu and swzs feder and symle eac 375
son and ~ own  father and ever  also
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390

eft  yrfe-weard

again beir

forgeaf him se meahta

granted to-him  the

pxt he swa wretlice

that  he 50 curiously
eft  pzt ilce
again  that  same

feprum  bifongen
with-feathers  encompassed

lif

eternal  life

Swa bzt ece

So that

xfter sar-wrxce
after
purh

through

pain-misery
deorcne dead
dark death
xfter
after

on sin-dreamum

gear-dagum

year-days

in perpetual—joy:
wunian in worulde

dwell in

world
pisses fugles gecynd
of-this
bi

about

bird nature
pam gecornum

the

chosen

beacnad in burgum
betokens in cities

purh feder fultum

through  of-father help

ealdre

mighty

which e
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lafe
of-old  remnant

mOn'CynnCS fruma

of-mankind

author

weorpan sceolde
should

become

pxt he =zr pon was

before  that  was

peah hine fyr nime:
fire

eadigra gehwylc
of-blessed

though ~ him take-

each

sylf geceosed

self’ chooses
pxt he dryhtnes mot
so-that  he of-lord may

geofona neotan
of-gifis enjoy
and sippan &
and  afterward ever-
weorca to leane:
of-works  for

fela gelices

reward-
much alike

cristes pegnum
of-Christ thanes
hu hi

how  they

beorhtne gefean
bright Jjoy
on bpas frecnan tid

in  this  perilous  time
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healdap under heofonum

hold under heavens

in pam uplican edle

in the upper

habbap we geascad
have we learned
worhte wer and wif
made man  and  woman

and hi pa gesette
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and  him

and  for-themselves high
gestrynap-

homeland gain-

pxt se «lmihtiga

that  the almighty
purh his wundra sped
through  his  of-wonders abundance

on pone selestan

and  them then set in the best
foldan sceata pone fira bearn
of-earth  of-regions which  of-men  children

nemnad neorxna-wong

call paradise-plain
eades onsyn penden
of-bliss lack while

halges  hleopor-cwide
of-holy-one

voice-speech

on pam niwan gefean

in the new joy
eald-feondes afest se
of-old-fiend envy

beames blede
of-tree fruit
@ppel unredum

apple by-ill-counsel
byrgdon forbodene

pzr him nznges was
where  to-them  of-nothing  was
eces  word
of-eternal-one  word
healdan woldan
keep would
pzr him nip gescod
where to-them malice  harmed

him «t gebéad

who  to-them food  offered
pxt hi bu pegun
which they both  took
ofer est godes:
against  grace  of-god-

pzr him bitter weard

tasted forbidden where to-them  bitter  became

yrmpu zfter xte

and hyra eaferum swa

misery after  eating and  their  to-offspring  so
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sarlic symbel
feast

wurdon teonlice

grievous
became injuriously

ageald after gylte
after

bittre bealo-sorge

paid guilt
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sunum and dohtrum

to-sons and  to-daughters
topas idge
teeth  greedy

hafdon godes yrre
they-had of-god

pxs pa byre sippan

anger

bitter bale-sorrow of-that the  sons  afterward
gyrne onguldon pe hi pxt gyfl pegun
grievously paid because they  that  morsel took
ofer eces  word forpon hy  edles
against  of-eternal-one  word therefore  they of-homeland

geomor-mode
sad-minded

purh nzdran nip-
through  of-serpent

yldran usse in

elders

purh facne ferd

spirit

our n

through  crafty

in pas dead-dene
into this  death-valley
sorgfulran gesetu
more-sorrowful  dwellings

heolstre bihyded
bidden

in-darkness

purh feondes searo

through  of-fiend
wintra mengu-

of-winters  multitude-

give-up

malice-

cunning

ofgiefan sceoldon

had-to

pa heo nearwe biswac

when it sorely deceived

@r-dagum
early-days
paxt hi feor ponan

thence

so-that they  far

drohtad sohton-
dwelling sought-
him weard selle lif

to-them  became  better life

and se halga wong

and the  holy plain
faste bityned-
fast

oppzt wuldor-cyning

closed-
until

glory-king
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purh his hider-cyme

through  bis  bither-coming

halgum to-geanes
to-holy-ones towards

mon-cynnes gefea mepra frefrend
of-mankind Jjoy of-weary  comforter
and se anga hyht eft on-tynde

and  the  sole hope again opened

VI - THE NEST OF GOOD WORKS

As the bird gathers sweet herbs for bis nest, so God’s champion gathers good deeds:
alms to the poor, prayer, the keeping of God’s law, a knee bowed to the earth,
and flight from every evil. From those plants a dwelling is built for bim in the
city of glory. He earns the eternal home until death takes him and his body lies
covered in the earth, and then the trumpet calls all men to the assembly, the world
burns, and the bird’s token is made plain.

is pon gelicast pxs pe us leorneras

is  to-that  most-like of-that  which to-us scholars

wordum secgad
with-words say
pisses fugles gefar
ofithis  bird faring
eard and epel
duelling and  homeland
gewited werig-mod
departs  weary-minded
pxr he holtes hleo
where be  oftwood  shelter
in pam he getimbred
in  which  he builds

and writu  cypad

and  writings  make-known

ponne frod ofgiefed

when wise gives-up

and geealdad bid
and aged is

wintrum gebysgad
by-winters  burdened

heah gemeted

bigh  finds

tanum and wyrtum

with-twigs  and  with-plants
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pam  xpelestum eard-wic niwe
with-the noblest dwelling-place  new

nest on bearwe bid him neod micel
nest in grove is  to-him  need  great
pxt he feorh-geong eft onfon mote
that  he life-young again receive may
purh liges blast lif fter deape
through of-flame  blast life  after  death

edgeong wesan and his eald-cydpu

young-again be and  bis old-home

sun-beorht gesetu secan mote

sun-bright duwellings seek may

xfter fyr-bade swa Oa fore-gengan

after fire-bath as  those  forerunners

yldran usse an-forleton

elders our gave-up

pone wlitigan wong and wuldres setl

that beautiful plain and  of-glory  sear

leoflic on laste tugon longne sid

dear on  track drew long Jjourney

in hearmra hond pxr him hettende

into  of-harmful  band where  to-them  persecuting
earme aglxcan oft gescodan-

wretched  monsters often harmed-

wzron hwepre monge: pa pe meotude well]
were however many- those who  to-ordainer well
gehyrdun under heofonum halgum deawum
obeyed under beavens with-holy customs
dzdum domlicum pzt him dryhten weard
with-deeds glorious so-that  to-them lord became

280



THE PHENIX

heofona heah-cyning hold on mode-

of-heavens high-king gracious in  mind-

dzt is se héa beam in pam halge nu

thar  is the high  tree in  which holy-ones now

wic  weardiad pzr him wihte ne mag
dwelling keep where  to-them  at-all  not  can
eald-feonda nan atre  sceppan-

of-old-fiends none with-poison harm-

facnes tacne on pa frecnan tid 450
of-deceit  with-token in the  perilous  time

pxr him nest wyrced wid  nipa gehwam
where  for-himself  nest works against  of-afflictions each
dedum domlicum dryhtnes cempa

with-deeds glorious of-lord champion

pénne he =zlmessan earmum dzled

when be alms to-wretched  deals

dugepa leasum and him dryhten gecygd

of-benefits  to-destitute and  to-him lord calls

fzder on fultum ford onetted 455
father  for belp forth  hastens

lenan lifes leahtras dwescep

of-fleeting  life vices quenches

mirce man-dede healded meotudes %-

murky sin-deeds holds of-ordainer  law-

beald in breostum and gebedu seced

bold in breast and  prayers seeks

clenum gehygdum and his cneo biged

with-pure thoughts and  bis  knee bends
xpele to eorpan flyhd yfla gehwylc 460
noble to earth flees  ofevils each
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grimme gieltas for godes egsan
grim guilts for  of-god awe
gledmod gyrned pxt he godra mest

glad-minded yearns that  he  of-good  most

dada gefremme pam bip dryhten scyld

of-deeds  may-perform to-him is lord shield
in sipa gehwane sigora waldend

in  of-journeys each of-victories ruler
weoruda wil-giefa pis pa wyrta sind
of-hosts Joy-giver these the  plants are
wzstma blede pa se wilda fugel
of-fruits produce which the  wild bird
somnad under swegle side and wide
gathers under sky far  and  wide

to his wic-stowe pxr he wundrum fest
to  his  dwelling-place where  be wondrously — fast
wid  nipa  gehwam nest gewyrced
against  of-afflictions each nest works:

Swa nu in pam wicum willan fremmad
So mow in the  duellings will  perform
mode and magne meotudes cempan
with-mind  and  with-might of-ordainer  champions
marda tilgad pxs him meorde wile
of-glories  strive of-that  to-them  reward will
ece  lmihtig eadge forgildan

eternal  almighty blessed repay

beod him of pam wyrtum wic  gestapelad
are to-them  from  the plants dwellings  established
in wuldres byrig weorca to leane

in  of-glory city of-works  for  reward
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pxs pe hi geheoldan halge lare

of-thar  which  they

hate =zt [h]eortan

hot at beart
dages and nihtes
by-day and  by-night
leohte geleafan
with-light faith
ofer woruld-welan
over world-wealth
pxt hy pis lxne
that  they this fleeting
pus eadig eorl
thus  blessed — warrior
heofona hames
of-heavens  of-home
earnad on elne
earns wl[}] Coumge
dogor-rimes
of-day-number
wiga wel-gifre

warrior  slaughter-greedy

ealdor anra gehwes
life of-ones  of-each

snude: sendad
quickly- sends
lzne lic-homan
fleeting bodies

00 fyres cyme

until  of-fire  coming

beld holy  teaching

hige weallende
mind  surging
dryhten lufiad
lord  they-love
leofne ceosad
dear-one  choose
ne bip him wynne hyht
not is  to-them  of-joy hope
lif long gewunien
life long  should-inbabit
ecan dreames
of-eternal Jjoy
mid heah-cyning
with  high-king
oppxt ende cymed-

until end comes:

ponne dead nimed

when death takes

wapnum gepryped
with-weapons armed
and in eorpan fedm
and into  of-earth  bosom
sawlum binumene
ofsouls  deprived
pxr hi longe beod

where they  long are
foldan bipeahte-
with-earth covered-
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Donne monge beod on gemot ledad
Then many are to  assembly led
fyra cynnes wile fzder engla

of-men  of-race will  father  of-angels
sigora  so0-cyning seonop gehegan
of-victories true-king synod bold

duguda dryhten deman mid ryhte

of-hosts lord Judge with  right
ponne =riste ealle gefremmap

when resurrection all shall-perform

men on moldan swa se mihtiga cyning
men on earth as  the  mighty king

beoded brego engla byman stefne

bids prince  of-angels of-trumpet  with-voice
ofer sidne grund sawla nergend

over wide earth of-souls savior

bid se deorca dead dryhtnes meahtum
is the  dark death of-lord by-powers

eadgum geendad xdele hweorfad

for-blessed ended noble turn
preatum pringad ponne peos woruld
in-troops press when this world

scyld-wyrcende in scome byrned

sin-working in  shame burns

ade onzled weorped anra gehwylc

by-pyre  kindled becomes  of-ones each
forht on ferppe ponne fyr briced
afraid ~ in spirit when  fire  breaks

lene lond-welan lig eal piged

fleeting  land-wealth flame all  consumes
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eorpan zht-gestreon xpplede gold
of-earth  possession-treasure apple-shaped  gold

gifre forgriped gradig swelged

greedy  seizes greedy  swallows

londes fratwe ponne on leoht cymed-
of-land  adornments then into  light comes:
xldum pisses in pa openan tid

to-men of~this in the open time

feger and gefealic fugles tacen

fair and Jjoyous of-bird  token

ponne anwald eal up astellad

when power all up  they-raise

on byrgenum ban gegadrad

in tombs bones  they-gather

leomu lic somod and liges gast

limbs body  together and  of-flame  spirit

fore cristes cneo cyning prymlice

before  of-Christ ~ knee king gloriously

of his heah-setle halgum scined

from  bis high-seat to-holy-ones  shines

wlitig wuldres gim wel bip pam pe mot
beautiful  of-glory gem well is  to-him who may
in pa geomran tid gode lician

in  the sad time to-god  please
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VII - THE FIRE AND JOB

Bodies clean of vices rise, spirits return to them, and the flame burns away what
is unclean while the blessed stand purified and bright. The poet says be is not
composing a lie, and calls Job to witness: the patriarch said that be did not fear
to choose his bed in the nest, weary and covered with clay, because after death
he would have life renewed, like the phoenix, and joys with the Lord. The saved
Journey with their bodies, adorned, to the city where the true sun shines.

Ozr pa lic-homan leahtra clene

there  the bodies of-vices clean

gongad gled-mode gastas hweorfad

g0 glad-minded spirits turn
520 in ban-fatu ponne bryne stiged
into  bone-vessels when  burning  rises
heah to heofonum hat bid monegum
high to heavens hot s to-many

eges-lic «led- ponne anra gehwylc

terrible fire- when  of-ones each

sod-fast ge synnig sawel mid lice
truth-fast and  sinful soul with  body

from mold-grafum seced meotudes doém
from earth-graves seeks of-ordainer  judgment

525 forht afered fyr bid on tihte

afraid  terrified fire s in  course

xled uncyste pxr pa eadgan beod

burns vices where  the  blessed are

zfter wrac-hwile weorcum  bifongen
after exile-time with-works  encompassed
agnum dedum pxt pa =xpelan sind
with-own deeds those  the noble are
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wyrta wynsume mid pam se wilda fugel
plants winsome with  which the  wild bird
his sylfes nest biseted utan
of-his  self nest sets-about  outside

pxt hit faringa fyre  byrned

so-that it suddenly with-fire  burns
for-sweled under sunnan and he sylfa mid-
burns-up under sun and  he  himself  with-

and ponne after lige lif eft onfehd

and then after  flame life again  receives

edniwinga swa bid anra gehwylc

anew 50 is  of-ones each

flesce bifongen fira cynnes

in-flesh  encompassed of-men  of-race

@nlic and edgeong se pe his agnum her
peerless  and  young-again he who by-his own bere
willum gewyrced pzt him wuldor-cyning
with-will works that  to-him glory-king
meahtig @t pam maple milde geweorped
mighty at  the  assembly mild becomes

ponne hleopriad halge geastas

then speak holy spirits

sawla sod-faste song ahebbad

souls truth-fast song raise

clene and gecorene hergad cyninges prym
clean and chosen praise of-king magesty
stefn after stefne stigad to wuldre-

voice after voice ascend ~ to glory-

wlitige gewyrtad mid hyra wel-dedum-
beautiful perfumed with  their good-deeds-
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beod ponne amerede monna gxstas

are then purified of-men spirits

beorhte abywde purh bryne fyres:

brightly  burnished through  burning  of fire:
ne wene pas nig xlda cynnes
not let-think of-that  any of-men  of-race
pxt ic lyge-wordum leod somnige
that I with-lying-words song compose
write wod-crzfte gehyrad witedom
write with-song-craft bear prophecy

iobes gieddinga- purh gxstes bled

of-Job of-sayings- through  of=spirit  inspiration
breostum onbryrded beald reordade
in-breast inspired bold spoke
wuldre geweordad he pxt word gecwad-
with-glory honored bhe  that  word said-
Ic pxt ne for-hycge heortan geponcum
I that not despise of-heart  with-thoughts
pxt ic in minum neste neo-bed ceose
that I in my nest corpse-bed  choose
hxle hra-werig gewite hean ponan

man corpse-weary depart  abject  thence

on longne sid lame bitolden

on long  journey with-clay ~ covered

geomor gu-dada in greotes fedm

sad of-past-deeds into  of-dust bosom

and ponne =«fter deape purh dryhtnes giefe

and then after death through of-lord grace
swa se fugel fenix feorh edniwe
like  the  bird  phoenix life renewed
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xfter @riste agan mote-

after resurrection bave may-

dreamas mid dryhten pxr seo deore scolu 560
Jjoys with lord where  the  dear  troop

leofne lofiad ic pzs lifes ne mag

dear-one  praise I of-that life  nor  can

xfre to ealdre ende gebidan

ever to age end await

leohtes and lissa peah min lic scyle

of-light and  of-favors though ~ my  body  must

on mold-zrne molsnad weorpan

in earth-house decayed become

wyrmum to wyllan swa peah weoruda god 565
to-worms  for  pleasure o0 boweer  ofbests  god

xfter swylt-hwile sawle alysed

after death-time soul releases

and in wuldor aweced me pxs wen nafre

and into  glory wakens to-me of-that expectation  never

forbirsted in breostum de ic in brego engla

bursts in breast which I in  prince  of-angels

ford-weardne gefean feste haxbbe-

forward Jjoy fast have-

dus frod guma on fyrn-dagum 570
thus  wise man in ancient-days

gieddade gleaw-mod godes spel-boda

sang wise-minded of-god  message-bearer
ymb his ariste in ece lif

about  his  resurrection into eternal life

pxt we by geornor ongietan meahten
that  we  the more-eagerly perceive might
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tir-fest tacen pxt se torhta fugel
glory-fast token which the  bright bird

purh bryne beacnad bana lafe

through  burning  betokens of-bones  remnant
ascan and yslan ealle gesomnad

ashes and  embers all gathers

xfter lig-bryne- ledep sippan

after  flame-burning- carries  afterward

fugel on fotum to frean geardum

bird in feet to  of-lord dwellings
sunnan to-geanes pxr hi sippan ford
to-sun towards where they afterward  forth
wuniad wintra fela wastmum  geniwad
duell of-winters many ineforms rencwed
ealles edgiong pxr xnig ne mzg
entirely  young-again where  any  not  can

in pam leod-scype leppum hwopan

in the community with-injuries  threaten
swa nu =xfter deade purh dryhtnes miht
50 now  after  death through of-lord might
somod sipiap sawla mid lice

together  journey souls with  body

fegre gefretwed fugle gelicast

fairly adorned to-bird  most-like

in ead-welum &pelum stencum

in bliss-riches with-noble odors

pxr seo sop-faste sunne lihted

where  the truth-fast sun shines

wlitig ofer weoredum in wuldres byrig
beautiful  over hosts in  of-glory city
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VIII - THE SONG OF THE BLESSED

Christ shines above the roofs for the souls of the righteous, and the chosen follow him
like bright birds into the glad home, where no fiend can barm them and neither
bunger nor thirst nor age is known. Their song is given: peace and thanks and glory
to the Father almighty. The poem ends with Christ’s own resurrection, which the
phoenix betokens, and closes in balf-lines that alternate Old English with Latin.

donne sod-fxstum sawlum scined

then to-truth-fast souls shines

heah ofer hrofas haxlende crist 590
bigh  over  roof wavior  Christ

him folgiad fuglas scyne

bim Sollow birds bright

beorhte gebredade blissum hremige
brightly regenerated with-joys exulting

in pam gladan ham gxstas gecorene
in the glad home spirits chosen
ece to ealdre pxr him yfle ne mag
ever  to age where  to-them  evilly not  can
fah feond gemah facne sceppan 595
hostile  fiend  importunate with-deceit harm

ac par lifgad & leohte werede-

but  there  they-live ever- with-light  clothed-

swa se fugel fenix in freopu dryhtnes
like  the  bird  phoenix in  peace of-lord
wlitige in wuldre weorc anra gehwes
beausifl in  glory work  of-omes  of-each
beorhte bliced in pam blipan him
brightly gleams in  the blithe home
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600 fore on-syne ecan  dryhtnes
before face of-eternal lord-
symle in sibbe sunnan gelice
ever in  peace to-sun like
pxr se beorhta beag brogden wundrum-
where  the bright ring woven wondrously-
eorcnan-stanum eadigra gehwam
with-precious-stones of-blessed to-each
hlifad ofer heafde heafelan lixad
towers over bead beads gleam

605 prymme bipeahte deodnes cyne-gold

with-glory covered of-prince royal-gold
sod-feestra  gehwone sellic glenged
of-truth-fast each wondrous  adorns
leohte in life pxr se longa geféa
with-light in  life where the  long Jjoy
ece and ed-geong xfre ne sweprad
eternal  and  young-again ever  not  subsides
ac hy in wlite wuniad wuldre bitolden
but they in  beauty dwell with-glory ~ covered
610 fegrum fratwum mid feder engla-
with-fair adornments with  father  of-angels-
ne bi® him on pam wicum wiht to sorge
not is  to-them in the  dwellings anything  for  sorrow
wroht ne wepel ne gewin-dagas
strife nor  want nor  struggle-days
hungor se hata ne se hearde purst
hunger the  hot nor  the hard thirst

yrmpu ne yldo him se «pela cyning

misery nor  age to-them the  noble king
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forgifed goda gehwylc pxr gasta gedryht
grants of-goods each where  of-spirits  company

hzlend hergad and heofon-cyninges

savior praise and of-heaven-king
meahte mersiad singad metude lof
power extol sing to-ordainer  praise
swinsad  sib-gedryht swega maste
make-melody  peace-company of-sounds  greatest

hazdre ymb pzt halge heah-seld godes
brightly  about  that holy high-seat of-god

blipe bletsiad bregu selestan

blithe bless prince best

eadge mid englum efen-hleopre pus-
blessed with angels with-one-voice  thus-
Sib si pe sod god and snyttru-craft
Peace be to-thee true  god and wisdom-craft
and pe ponc sy prym-sittendum

and  to-thee thanks  be- to-majesty-sitting

geongra gyfena goda gehwylces

of-abundant gifts of-good of-each
micel {Unmzte mzgnes stren[g]du
great immeasurable of-might strength

heah and halig heofonas sindon
high and  holy heavens are

fegre gefylled feder zlmihtig

fairly filled father almighty

ealra prymma prym pines wuldres

of-all majesties  majesty of-thy glory

uppe mid englum and on eordan somod-
above  with angels and  on earth together-
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630 gefreopa usic frympa scyppend pu eart fxeder «lmihtig
protect us  of-beginnings creator thou art  father almighty
in hean-nesse heofuna waldend:
in bighness of-beavens  ruler-
dus reordiad ryht-fremmende
thus speak right-doers
manes amerede in pzre meran byrig
of-sin purified in  the glorious city

cyne-prym  cypad caseres lof

royal-majesty ~ proclaim of-emperor  praise

635 singad on swegle sod-fastra gedryht
sing in sky of~truth-fast company
pam anum is ece weord-mynd-
to-him  alone  is eternal honor-
ford butan ende nzs his frymd xfre
forth  without  end not-was  bis  beginning  ever
eades ongyn peah he on eorpan her
of-bliss origin though ~ he  on earth here
purh cildes had cenned wzre
through  of-child  form born  was

640 in middan-geard hwapre his meahta sped
into middle-earth however bis  of-powers  abundance
heah ofer heofonum halig wunade
high over heavens holy remained
dom unbryce peah he deapes cwealm
glory unbroken though ~ he  of-death  torment
on rode-treow][e] refnan sceolde
on rood-tree endure should
pear-lic  wite he py priddan dzge
severe punishment be  on-the third day
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xfter lices hryre lif eft onfeng 645
after of-body  ruin life  again  received

purh fader fultum swa fenix beacnad

through of-father ~ help as  phoenix  betokens

geong in geardum god-bearnes meaht

young in dwellings of-god-child power

ponne he of ascan eft onwzcned

when be  from  ashes again awakens

in lifes lif leomum gepungen

into of-life life in-limbs grown

swa se hzlend wus [h]elpe gefremede 650
50 the  savior to-us help performed

purh his lices gedal lif butan ende-

through ~ his  of-body parting life  without  end-
swa se fugel swetum his fipru ta
as the  bird  with-sweet bis  wings  two

and wynsumum wyrtum  gefylled

and with-winsome plants fills

fegrum fold-westmum ponne afysed bid

with-fair earth-fruits when  impelled s

pxt sindon pa word swa us gewritu secgad 655
those are the  words as  to-us  writings say

hleopor haligra pe him to heofonum bid

speech of-holy-ones whose  to-them  to heavens is
to pam mildan gode mod  afysed

to the mild god mind  impelled

in dreama dream pxr hi dryhtne to giefe
into  ofjoys Jjoy where they  to-lord  for  gift
worda and weorca wynsumne stenc

of-words and  of-works winsome fragrance-
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in pa maran gesceaft

into  the

in pxt leohte lif

glorious

that  bright  life

into

purh woruld worulda
of-worlds

through world

ar and onwald

creation
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meotude

bringad-
to-ordainer
lof
be  to-him  praise

and wuldres bled
splendor

bring:
sy him

symle

ever

and

of-glory

in pam up-lican

honor  and power in the upper

rodera rice he is on ryht cyning
of-heavens  kingdom he is by  right king
middan-geardes and megen-prymmes

of-middle-earth

wuldre biwunden
with-glory  enwrapped
Hafad wus alyfed-

Has to-us  granted-

pxt we motun hér

that  we may bere

god-dedum begietan-

obtain-

witb—gaud—deeds
pxr we motun-
where  we may-
secan and gesittan

seek and

occupy
lifgan in lisse
live in  grace
agan eardinga
bave duwellings
brucan blxd-daga

enjoy of-glory-days

and

alma
of-kindly  of-gladness-

of-might-majesty
in pzre wlitigan byrig:
beautiful

in  the city-

lucis auctor-
of-light

merueri

author-

earn
gaudia in celo:

beauen-

Jjoys in

maxima regna-

greatest  kingdoms-
sedibus altis-
high-

on-seats

lucis et pacis

of-light and  of-peace

letitiz:

blandem et mitem-

gentle and  mild-
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geseon sigora fréan-

see of-victories  lord-
and him lof singan
and  to-him praise sing

eadge mid englum-

blessed with angels-

THE PHENIX

sine fine: 675

without  end-

laude perenne-
with-praise  everlasting:
alleluia
alleluia
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Saint Juliana

Juliana







I - HELISEUS ASKS FOR JULIANA

Under Maximian, who persecutes Christians throughout the earth, a rich reeve
named Heliseus rules Nicomedia and worships idols. He desires Juliana, who bas
vowed her maidenbood to Christ, and ber father betroths ber to bim. Juliana
refuses the marriage and all its wealth before the assembly, telling Heliseus she
will have bim only if he believes in the true God. He complains to her father, who
swears to give her up to him for death or life, then turns on ber in anger, saying
she has taken a foolish course against the judgment of the wise.

hwet we Ozt hyrdon- hzled eahtian

lo we  that beard- beroes tell
deman dzd-hwate pxtte in dagum gelamp
Jjudge deed-bold that  in days happened
maximianes se geond middan-geard
of-Maximian who  throughout middle-earth

arleas cyning eahtnysse ahof

honorless king persecution  raised

cwealde cristne men circan fylde

killed Christian — men churches  felled

geat on gras-wong god-hergend|[r]a

poured  on grass-plain of-god-worshipers

hxpen hild-fruma haligra blod

heathen battle-chief of-holy-ones  blood
ryht-fremmendra wzs his rice brad
of-right-doers was  his  realm broad

wid and weordlic ofer wer-peode

wide  and worthy over nations

lytesna ofer ealne yrmenne grund-

almost over all spacious earth-
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foron after burgum swa he biboden hzfde

they-went  through cities as he  commanded bad

pegnas prydfulle of[t] hi przce rzrdon

thanes mighty often  they violence raised

dedum gedwolene pa pe dryhtnes =

in-deeds erring those  who of-lord law
feodon purh firen-crxft feondscype rzrdon-
hated through  crime-craft enmity raised-

hofon hapen-gield halge cwelmdon

raised heathen-idol holy-ones killed
breotun boc-crafige bar[n]don gecorene
destroyed book-skilled burned chosen-ones
gaston godes cempan gare and lige:
harried of-god  champions with-spear and  with-flame-
Sum weas xht-welig xpeles cynnes

One was wealth-rich of-noble race

rice  gerefa rond-burgum weold

powerful  reeve shield-cities ruled

eard  weardade oftast symle

homeland guarded most-often ever

in pxre ceastre commedia-

in the city Nicomedia-

heold hord-gestreon oft he haxpen-gield
held hoard-treasure often  he heathen-idol
ofer word godes weoh gesohte

against  word of-god idol sought

neode geneahhe wzs him noma cenned
with-zeal  abundantly was  to-him  name given
heliseus hafde ealdordom

Heliseus bad lordship
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micelne and marne- da his mod ongon
great and  famous: then  bis  mind began
femnan lufian hine fyrwet brac

maiden love him  curiosity ~ oppressed

iulianan hio in gxste ber

Juliana she in  spirit  bore

halge treowe hogde georne

holy faith she-purposed  eagerly

pat hire magd-had mana gehwylces 30
that ber maidenhood ofsins of-each

fore cristes lufan clene geheolde-

for of-Christ  love pure  she-might-keep-

da waxs sio fxmne mid hyre feder willan
then  was  the  maiden with  her  of-father  will

welegum  biweddad wyrd ne ful cupe

to-wealthy-one  betrothed fate  not  fully she-knew

freond-radenne hu heo from-hogde

friendship how  she scorned

geong on ga’.ste hire WXS gOdeS egSa 35
young in  spirit to-her was  of-god  awe

mara in gemyndum ponne eall pxt mappum-gesteald

greater  in thoughts than all  that treasure-store

pe in pzs =xpelinges zhtum wunade-

which in  of-the prince possessions  remained-

pa wzs se weliga pxra wifgifta

then  was  the wealthy-one of-those  marriage-gifis

gold-spedig guma georn on mode

gold-rich man eager  in  mind

pzt him mon fromlicast femnan gegyrede 40

that  for-him  one  most-promptly maiden  should-adorn
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bryd to bolde heo pwxs beornes lufan

bride to hall she  of-that  warrior love

fxste widhogde peah pe feoh-gestreon

firmly rejected though  that ~ money-treasure
under hord-locan hyrsta unrim
under hoard-enclosure of-ornaments  countless-number
xhte  ofer eorpan heo paxt eal forseah
possessions  over earth she  that all  despised
and pxt word acwzd on wera mengu-
and  that  word spoke in  of-men multitude-

Ic pe mzg gesecgan- pxt pu pec sylfne ne pearft

I to-thee can say- that  thou  thee self' not  needest
swipor swencan gif pu sodne god

more afflict if  thou  true god

lufast and gelyfest and his lof rrest

lovest and believest and  his  praise  raisest
ongietest gasta hleo ic beo gearo sona
understandest  of-spirits  shelter I am  ready at-once
unwaclice willan pines

unfulingly ofwill  thy

swylce ic pe secge gif pu to semran gode
likewise I to-thee  say if  thou to worse god
purh deofol-gield dade bipencest

through devil-idol deeds thinkest

hztsd hapen-weoh ne meaht pu habban mec
callest beathen-idol not  canst  thou bave me
ne gepreatian pe to gesingan

nor compel thee to consort

nzfre pu pas swidlic sar gegearwast

never  thou  so violent pain preparest
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purh hezstne nid heardra wita

through  violent  malice of-hard  torments

pxt pu mec onwende worda pissa:

that  thou  me  mayest-turn of-words  these-

da se xpeling weard yrre gebolgen

then the  prince became angry enraged
firen-dedum fah gehyrde pare femnan word
with-crime-deeds  stained heard of-the maiden word
het 0a gefetigan ferend snelle

bade  then fetch messengers  swift

hreoh and hyge-blind haligre fader

fierce and mind-blind of-holy-one  father

recene to rune reord Up astag

quickly to  counsel voice  up  rose

sippan hy togzdre garas hlendon

after they  together spears leaned
hilde-premman hxdne weron begen
battle-fierce-ones heathen were both
synnum  seoce sweor and apum-
with-sins sick father-in-law  and  son-in-law-
da reordode rices hyrde

then spoke of-realm  keeper

wid pzre femnan fader frecne mode
to of-the maiden Jather with-fierce  mind
darad hzbbende me pin dohtor hafad
spear having to-me  thy  daughter has

geywed orwyrdu heo me 6n an sagad

shown dishonor she  to-me on ome  says
pxt heo mag-lufan minre ne gyme
that she of-kin-love mine  not  heeds
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freond-redenne me pa fracedu sind
friendship to-me those insults are

on mOd‘SCfan maxste weorce

in mind-heart greatest grief

pxt heo mec swa torne txle  gerahte
that  she me so  grievously with-reproach  assailed
fore pissum folce het me fremdne god
before this people bade  me strange god
ofer pa opre pe we @r cupon

above the others whom we  before  knew

welum  weorpian wordum lofian

with-riches honor with-words  praise

on hyge hergan oppe hi nabban-

in  mind  praise or  them  not-have
geswearc pa  swid-ferd swor xfter worde,
grew-dark then  strong-minded swore  after word,
pare femnan feder ferd-locan onspeon
of-the maiden father beart-enclosure  unlocked

ic pxt geswerge purh sod godu

I that swear by true  gods

swa ic are =t him zfre finde-

as I favor from them ever  may-find-
oppe peoden =zt pe pine hyldu

or prince  from  thee thy grace
win-burgum in gif pas word sind sop
wine-cities in if  these words  are  true
monna leofast pe pu me sagast
of-men dearest which  thou to-me  sayest

pxt ic hy ne sparige ac on spild giefe

that I her not  spare bur  to  destruction  give
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peoden mzra pe to geweald[e]

pVian great [0‘[/{766 to power

dem pu hi to deape gif pe gedafen pince

judge  thou her to  death if  to-thee  fitting seem
swa to life laet swa pe leofre sy
or to life let as  to-thee dearer  be-
eode pa fromlice femnan to sprxce
went  then  quickly to-maiden  to  speech
anred and yre-pweorg yrre gebolgen
resolute and  anger-perverse angry enraged
par he gled-mod geonge wiste

where  be  glad-bearted young-one  knew

wic  weardian he pa worde cwzd-
dwelling  to-guard be then with-word  said
du eart dohtor min seo dyreste

thou —art  daughter  my the dearest

and seo sweteste in sefan minum
and the sweetest in  mind my
ange for eorpan minra eagna leoht:
only on earth of-my eyes light-
Tuliana pu on geape hafast

Juliana thou in  folly bast

purh pin orlegu unbipyrfe

through  thy strife unprofitable

ofer witena dom wisan gefongen-
against  of-wise-men  judgment course taken-
widszcest pu to swipe sylfre  rades-
refusest thou too  greatly of~thine-own  counsel-
pinum bryd-guman se is betra ponne pi-
to-thy bridegroom who is  better than  thou-
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xpelra for eorpan xht-spedigra
nobler on earth possession-richer
feoh-gestreona he is to freonde god-
in-money-treasures be is as friend good-

forpon is pzs wyrpe pxt pu pas weres frige

therefore  is  of-thar  worthy that  thou of-that  man love
ece ead-lufan an ne forlzte
eternal  blessed-love once not  forsake

IT - THE REFUSAL

Juliana tells ber father that she will never consent unless Heliseus serves the God
who made heaven and earth. Her father threatens her with the grip of wild
beasts; she does not fear his judgments. He bas her scourged and gives her to
Heliseus, who greets ber with fair words and promises favor if she will sacrifice. She
refuses. He offers ber life for a sacrifice and threatens the grimmest of judgments;
she answers that his gods are destitute of every good, and that ber hope is the
guardian of beaven’s kingdom.

him pa seo eadge ageaf andsware
to-him then the  blessed-one gave answer
iuliana hio to gode hzfde

Juliana she  to  god had
freond-redenne feeste gestapelad
friend-alliance firmly established

nxfre ic pzs peodnes pafian wille
never I of-that  prince consent  will
meag-redenne nemne he mzgna god
kin-alliance unless he  of-powers  god
geornor  bigonge ponne he gen dyde

more-eagerly  should-serve than he  yer did
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lufige  mid lacum
should-love — with gifts
heofon and eordan
heaven and earth
eodera  ymb-hwyrft
of-dwellings compass
bringan to bolde
bring to ball
sceal- to operre
must- to  another

idese secan

woman  seck has-not
hyre pa purh yrre:

to-her  then through anger-

feder feondlice
father hostilely
ic pat gefremme
I thar  will-accomplish
gif pu unrzdes
if thou  offolly

and pu fremdu godu

and  thou  strange gods

and pa forlztest
and  those  forsakest
pe pissum folce
which  to-this  people
pxt pu ungeara
that  thou soon

purh deora gripe
through of-beasts  grip

SAINT JULIANA

pone pe leoht gescop
bim who light  created
and holma bigong

and  of-seas circuit

ne mzg he elles mec

not  can be otherwise  me

he pa bryd-lufan

he  that bride-love

xht-gestealdum

with-possessions

nafad he xnig her

he  any  here

ageaf andsware

gave answer

nales fretwe onheht:

not-at-all adornments  promised-

gif min feorh leofad
if  my life lives

Xr ne geswicest

before  not ceasest

ford bigongest
forth servest
pe us leofran sind
which to-us  dearer are
to freme stondad
for  benefit stand
ealdre scyldig
of-life guilty
deape sweltest

with-death  shalt-die
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gif pu gepafian nelt

if  thou consent wilt-not
modges gemanan
of-brave-one  of-fellowship

and prea-niedlic

and grievous

pxt pu forhycge

that  thou despise
Him pa seo eadge

To-him then the blessed-one

gleaw and gode leof
and

wise

ic  pe

I to-thee for

to-god  dear
to sode
truth

bi me lifgendre

by  me living
nzfre ic me ondrzde
never I for-me dread

ne me weorce sind

nor to-me are

pe

grievous

hilde-woman

will-not I lie

ping-redenne

to-covenant
micel is pxt ongin
great  is  that  undertaking

pinre gelican
for-thy

hlaford wurne-

like

lord ours-

ageaf andsware
gave answer

iuliana-:

Juliana-

secgan wille

say will

nelle ic lyge fremman

perform
domas pine
Jjudgments  thine
wite-brogan

torment-terrors

pu hestlice

battle-tumult which thou  violently
man-fremmende to me beotast
sin-working to  me threatenest

ne pu nafre gedest

nor thou  ever wilt-do

pzt pu mec acyrre

that  thou  me  turn-away

da was ellen-wod
then

was  courage-mad

purh gedwolan pinne

through error thine

from cristes lofe-
from

yrre and repe

of-Christ  praise-
and  fierce

angry
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frecne and ferd-grim
dangerous  and  spirit-grim
het hi pa swingan
bade her then scourge

witum wxgan

with-torments vex

onwend pec in gewitte

turn thee in mind
pe pu unsnyttrum
which  thou in-folly

pa pu goda ussa
when  thou of-gods  ours
Him seo unforhte
To-him  the unafraid
purh gast-gehygd
through  spirit-thought
nxfre pu gelxrest
never thou  wilt-teach
dumbum and deafum

to-dumb and deaf

gaste genidlum

SAINT JULIANA

feder wid dehter-
father  against  daughter-
susle  preagan

with-torment afflict

and pzxt word acwad

and  that  word spoke

and pa word oncyr
and  those words  reverse
Xr gesprztce
before spokest
gield forhogdest:
worship despisedst-
ageaf andsware
gaU@ answer
iuliana
Juliana
pxt ic leasingum
that I to-falsehoods
deofol-gieldum
devil-idols

gaful onhate

to-spirit foes tribute  should-promise
pam wyrrestum wites  pegnum-
to-the worst of-torment  to-thanes:

ac ic weordige

wuldres ealdor

but I honor of~glory prince

middan-geardes

of-middle-earth and

and him anum to

and  to-him  alone  to

and megen-prymmes

of-might-majesty
eal bipence

all commit
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pxt he mund-bora min geweorpe

that  he protector mine  may-become
helpend and helend wid hell-sceapum-
helper and savior against hell-ravagers-

hy pa purh yrre affricanus:

ber then through anger Affricanus-

feder femnan ageaf on feonda geweald-

father maiden gave into  of-foes power-
160 heliseo he in aringe

to-Heliseus he at  daybreak

geledan het xfter leohtes cyme

lead bade after of-light ~ coming

to his dom-setle dugud wafade

to  his  judgment-seat host marveled

on pzre fzmnan wlite folc eal geador

at  of-the maiden beauty people all  together-

hy pa se deling xrest grette

ber then the  prince first  greeted

165 hyre bryd-guma blipum wordum-

ber bridegroom with-blithe words-
min se swetesta sunnan scima
my the  sweetest of-sun  radiance
iuliana- hwazt pu glem hafast
Juliana- lo thou brightness  bast

ginfeste giefe geogud-hades bled

ample gift of-youth-estate splendor
gif pu godum ussum gén gecwemest
if  thou  to-gods ours yet pleasest
170 and pe to swa mildum mundbyrd secest
and  for-thee to  so mild protection seekest
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[hlyldo to halgum beod pe ahylded fram

favor to  holy-ones are  from-thee  turned away
wrape geworhtra wita unrim

cruelly of-prepared torments  countless-number

grimra gyrna pe Dpe gegearwad sind
of-grim griefs which ~ for-thee prepared are

gif pu onsecgan nelt sopum gieldum-

if  thou sacrifice wilt-not to-true gods-

Him seo xpele mazg ageaf andsware 175
To-him  the  noble  maiden gave answer

nxfre pu gepreatast pinum beotum

never thou  wilt-compel with-thy threats

ne wita pzs fela wradra gegearwast

nor of-torments  so  many of-cruel wilt-prepare

pat ic peodscype pinne lufie-

that 1 fellowship thine  should-love-

buton pu forlxte pa leasinga

unless thou  forsake those  falsehoods

weoh-weordinga and wuldres god 180
idol-worships and  ofglory  god

ongyte gleawlice gasta scyppend

perceive wisely ofspirits creator

meotud mon-cynnes in paxs meahtum sind

ordainer of-mankind in  of-whom powers are

a  butan ende ealle gesceafta.

ever without  end all creatures.

da for pam folce frecne mode

then before  the  people with-fierce  mind

beot-wordum sprac bealg hine swipe 185
with-threat-words spoke enraged himself  greatly
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folc-agende and pa femnan het
people-owning and  that  maiden bade
purh  nid-wrace nacode pennan
through  malice-vengeance naked stretch
and mid sweopum swingan synna lease:
and with scourges scourge of~sins free-
Ahlog pa se here-rinc hosp-wordum sprac
Laughed ~ then the  war-man with-scorn-words spoke
190 pis is ealdordom uncres gewynnes
this  is beginning of-our-two strife-
on fruman gefongen gen ic feores pe
at outset seized yer I of-life  to-thee
unnan wille peah pu @r fela
grant will though  thou before many
unwerlicra worda gesprace
of-unwary words spokest
onsoce to swipe pzt pu sod godu
didst-deny too  greatly that  thou true  gods
195 lufian wolde pe pa lean sceolan
love wouldst to-thee the rewards shall
wiper-hycgend|[r]e wite-brogan
to-adversary-minded torment-terrors
xfter weorpan butan pu @r wip hi
after become unless  thou before with  them
gepingige and him ponc-wyrpe
make-peace and  to-them  thank-worthy
xfter leahtor-cwidum lac  onsecge
after insult-speeches offering  shouldst-offer
200 sibbe gesette let pa sace restan

peace establish let  that strife rest
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lad  leod-gewin- gif
bateful  people-sirife- if
purh pin dol-willen
through thy  folly-will
ponne ic nyde sceal
then I by-need  must

on I)BZI'C grimmestan

in that grimmest
torne teon-cwide pe
bitter injury-speech

wip pa selestan

pu leng ofer pis
thou longer beyond  this

gedwolan fylgest-

error  followest-

nipa  gebzded
by-afflictions  compelled
god-scyld wrecan

god-guilt avenge

pu tzlnissum

which  thou with-reproaches

sacan ongunne-

against  the best strive  didst-begin-

and pa mildestan para pe men witen

and  the mildest of-those whom  men  know

pe pes leodscype mid him longe bieode-
whom  this people with  them long  has-worshiped-

him pxt xpele mod
to-him  that noble mind
ne ondrzde ic me

not dread I for-me

awyrged wom-sceada
aCCMrSed Si}’l'fﬂl}ﬂger
hxbbe ic me to hyhte
bave I forme for  hope
mildne mund-boran

mild protector

se mec gescylded

Unforht oncwad
unafraid ~ answered
domas pine
judgments thine
ne pinra wita bealo
nor of-thy torments  bale
heofon-rices weard

of-heaven-kingdom  guardian

magna waldend

of-powers ruler

wid pinum scinlace

who  me shields against thy sorcery

of gromra gripe

from  of-fierce-ones  grip

pe pu to godum tiohhast-

which  thou for gods reckonest-
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da sind geasne goda gehwylces

those  are  destitute of-goods of-each
idle orfeorme unbipyrfe
idle destitute useless
ne par freme meted fira anig
nor there  benefit finds of-men  any
sode sibbe peah pe sece to him
true peace though  that he-seck to  them
220 freond-rzdenne he ne finded par
friend-alliance he not  finds there
dugupe mid deoflum ic to dryhtne min
benefit with devils I to lord my

mod  stapelige se ofer magna gehwylc
mind fix who over of-powers  each
walded- wide-ferh wuldres agend

rules for-ever  ofglory  owner

sigora  gehwylces pxt is sod cyning

of-victories of-each that is  true king

III - THE DEVIL IN THE PRISON

Juliana is bung by ber bair and beaten for six bours, then carried to prison, where
she praises God. A devil comes to ber in the shape of an angel and says God sent
him to bid her sacrifice and save herself. She prays for help, and a voice from
beaven tells her to seize bim and bold him until be says who be is. She does so,
and the fiend recounts his deeds against Christ and bis saints, and says his father,
the king of bell, sent him and torments those who fail.

225 0a pam folc-togan fracudlic puhte

then  to-that  people-leader shameful seemed
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pzt he ne meahte
that  he not could
femnan fore-ponc
of-maiden purpose
ahon and ahebban
hang and raise
pxr seo sun-sciene
where  the sun-bright
sace sin-grimme
strife ever-grim
and he =dre het
and  he quickly bade
lad  genidla

to carcerne

to prison to-her

in ferd-locan
in  spirit-enclosure
milde mod-sefan

mild mind-heart

da waxs mid clustre

then  was  with bolt

behliden homra geweorc

closed of-hammers
warfest  wunade
covenant-fast dwelt
herede =zt heortan
praised at beart
in pam nyd-clafan

in the need-cell

SAINT JULIANA

mod oncyrran
mind turn
he bi feaxe het
be by  hair  bade
on heanne beam
on high tree
slege prowade
blows suffered
siex tida dxges
six  hours  of-day
eft asettan

again  set-down

and geledan bibead
hateful foe and

lead commanded

hyre was cristes lof

was  of-Christ  praise

feste biwunden

fast enwrapped

magen unbrice:

strength  unbroken-

carcernes duru

of-prison door
halig pzr-inne

work holy therein
symle heo wuldor-cyning
ever she glory-king
heofon-rices god
of-heaven-kingdom  god
nergend fira

savior of-men
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heolstre  bihelmad hyre was halig gast

with-darkness covered to-her  was holy  spirit
singal  gesid- da cwom semninga
constant  companion- then  came suddenly

in pxt hlin-reced hzleda gewinna

into that  prison-house of-heroes  adversary

yfeles andwis hzfde engles hiw

of-evil aware had of-angel ~ form
gleaw gyrn-stafa gast-genidla
cunning  of-grief-letters spirit-foe

helle haftling to pzre halgan sprac

of-hell captive to the holy-one spoke-
hwat dreogest pu seo dyreste

lo sufferest  thou the dearest

and seo weorpeste wuldor-cyninge

and the worthiest to-glory-king

dryhtne ussum de  pes dema hafad
to-lord ours for-whom  this  judge has

pa wyrrestan witu gegearwad

the worst torments prepared

sar ende-leas gif pu onsecgan nelt

pain endless if  thou sacrifice wilt-not
gleaw-hycgende and his godum cweman
wise-thinking and  to-his gods please
wes pu oOn Ofeste swa he pec ut heonan
be thou in baste so-that  he  thee out bence
ledan hate pzt pu lac hrape

lead bid that  thou offering  quickly

onsecge  sigor-tifre xr pec swylt nime
shouldst-offer  victory-sacrifice before  thee  death take
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dead fore dugude by pu pxs deman scealt
death  before host by-that  thou of-thar  judge shalt

ead-hredig mezg yrre gedygan-

bliss-glorious maiden anger survive-

fregn pa fromlice seo pe forht ne wes

asked then boldly she  who afraid nor  was

criste  gecweme hwonan his cyme were-

to-Christ  pleasing whence his  coming  were-

hyre se wrezc-macga wid  pingade 260
to-her  the exile-man in-reply spoke

ic eom engel godes ufan  sipende

I am angel  of-god from-above  journeying

pegn gepungen and to pe sended

thane excellent and  to  thee sent

halig of heahpu pe sind heardlicu

holy from beight to-thee  are bard

wundrum wal-grim witu geteohhad

wondrously slaughter-grim torments appointed

to gring-wrace het pe god beodan 265
for  destruction-vengeance bade to-thee  god  command

bearn waldendes pxt e burge pa-
child of-ruler that  for-thyself  thou-shouldst-guard  then-
da wzxs seo fzmne for pam fer-spelle

then was  the  maiden ar the  sudden-news

egsan  geaclad pe hyre se agleca

with-terror  dismayed which  to-her the  monster

wuldres wiper-breca wordum sxgde

of-glory adversary with-words said

ongan pa fastlice ferd stapelian 270
began then  firmly spirit steady
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geong grondorleas to

young guileless to
nu ic pec beorna hleo

thee  of-warriors  shelter

purh
through

now I
ece  lmihtig
eternal
pe

which

almighty
pu feder engla

thou  father

of-angels
pzt pu me ne lxte

that  thou me not let

pinre ead-gife

of-thy bliss-gift as
frecne far-spell pe
dreadful  sudden-news which

swa ic pe bilwitne

swa me Des

to-me

[gode] cleopian
[god] cry
biddan wille
pray will
pat xpele gesceap
that  noble creation
xt fruman settest
at  beginning  didst-ser
of lofe hweorfan
turn

bodad

messenger announces

from  praise

ar
this
me fore stonded-

to-me  before stands-

biddan wille

s0 I thee benign pray will

pxzt pu me gecyde cyninga wuldor
that  thou to-me make-known of-kings glory
prymmes hyrde hwet pes pegn sy
of-majesty keeper what  this  thane  be
lyft-lacende pe mec lxred from pe
air-sporting who  me  teaches  from  thee

on stearcne weg

onto stern way
wlitig of wolcnum

beautiful ~ from
forfoh pone fraxtgan

clouds

seize that bold-one
oppzt he his sid-feet
until be  his  journey

to-her-

hyre- stefn oncwxd

voice answered

word hleoprade-
word sounded-
and faste geheald
fat  hold

secge mid ryhte

and

tells with  rightness
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ealne from orde hwet his «pelu syn-
all from  beginning what his  origins be-
da was pare femnan ferd geblissad

then  was  of-that  maiden spirit  gladdened
dom-eadigre heo pzt deofol genom **x
of-glory-blessed she  that devil seized  (lacuna)
ealra cyninga cyning to cwale syllan.
of-all kings king to  death give.

da gen ic gecrafte pxt se cempa ongon 290
then  yet I contrived that  the champion  began
waldend wundian weorud to-segon

ruler wound host looked-on

pxt paxr blod and water butu xt-gxdre
so-that  there  blood — and  water both together
eorpan sohtun- da gen ic herode

earth sought- then  yet I Herod

in hyge bisweop pxt he iohannes bibead

in  mind  persuaded that  he Jobn commanded

heafde biheawan: da se halga wer 295
of-bead cut-off when the boly  man

pare wif-lufan wordum styrde

of-that wife-love with-words  rebuked

unryhtre & eac ic gelerde

of-unrighteous law also I taught

simon searo-poncum pxt he sacan ongon

Simon with-cunning-thoughts that  he  strive began

wip pa gecorenan cristes pegnas

against  the chosen of-Christ  thanes

and pa halgan weras hospe gerahte 300
and  those holy men with-scorn  assailed
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purh deopne gedwolan
through deep error
nepde ic nearo-bregdum

ventured I with-narrow-wiles

pat

so-that  he kill

he acwellan het
bade

petrus- and paulus-

Peter- and Paul-

on rode aheng
on rood  hanged
meotud meahtigne
ordainer mighty
swylce ic egias
likewise I Egias also
pzt he unsnytrum

that  he in-folly

ahon haligne

hang holy-one on
pzt he of galgan his
so-that  he from  gallows bis

in wuldres wlite
into of-glory
mid minum broprum
with my brothers
sweartra synna
of-black sins
rume areccan
Jully
heardra hete-ponca-
of-hard

recount nor

hate-thoughts-

Pilate

of-heavens

by-my

Andrew

beauty thus

which T

number

to-him  the

segde hy dryas weron-

said they  sorcerers were-

pxr ic neron bisweac

where I Nero deceived

cristes pegnas.
of-Christ

thanes.

pilatus ar

before

rodera waldend

ruler

minum larum

teachings

eac gelxrde

taught

andreas het-

bade-

on heanne beam

tree
gast onsende

spirit  sent-forth

pus ic wrapra fela

I ofcruel  many

bealwa gefremede

of-evils performed

pe ic asecgan ne mag

tell not  can

ne gerim witan

know

him seo halge oncwad

answered

holy-one
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purh gastes giefe iuliana-

through  of-spirit  grace Juliana-

pu scealt furpor gén feond mon-cynnes
thou  shalt  further  yer fiend of-mankind
sip-fet secgan hwa pec sende to me-
Jjourney tell who  thee sent to  me-

hyre se aglaca ageaf andsware

to-her the  monster gave answer

forht afongen fripes orwena. 320
afraid seized of-peace  despairing.

hwet mec min feder on pas fore to pe
lo me my  father on  this journey to thee
hell-warena cyning hider onsende
ofbell-dwellers  king bither  sent

of pam engan him se is yfla gehwas
from  the narrow  home who is  of-evils  of-each
in pam grorn-hofe geornfulra ponne ic

in the  sorrow-dwelling more-eager than I
ponne he usic sended pxt we sodfxstra 325
when he  us sends that  we  of-truth-fast
purh misgedwield mod dncyrren

through error minds  should-turn

ahwyrfen from halor we beod hyge-geomre

should-turn-away ~ from  salvation we  are mind-sad
forhte on ferdpe ne bip us frea milde
afraid in spirit not is  to-us lord mild

egesful ealdor gif we yfles noht

awful prince if  we of-evil nothing
gedon habbap ne durran we sippan 330
done have not dare we  afterward

323



340

CHRIST AND GUTHLAC

for his onsyne
before  his face
ponne he onsended

when he sends

pegnas of pystrum
from
gif we gemete sin
if  we found  be
oppe feor oppe neah

either  far or

thanes darknesses

near

pxt hi usic binden
that  they  us  should-bind
suslum swingen
with-torments  should-scourge

purh myrrelsan

through ~ hindrance
haligra  hyge
of-holy-ones  thought we

and pa wyrrestan

and  the worst

purh sar-slege
through

on sefan pinum
in mind thine
pxt ic pisse
that I  to-this

prag mazlum

gepread

time by-times  constrained

mind  not

torments

pain-blow now  thou
truth

nope waxs

boldness  was

ower geferan

anywhere 20

geond sidne grund

throughout  wide earth

hated praxce raran
bids violence  raise

on mold-wege

on earth-way
fundne weorpen

should-become

found
and in bal-wylme
and in fire-surge
gif sodfxstra

if  of-truth-fast

mod ne odcyrred

turns—away

we pa heardestan

the bardest

witu gepolad

suffer

nu pu sylfa meaht

canst

thyself

sod gecnawan

perceive

nyde gebaxded
by-need  compelled
pxt ic pe sohte

that I thee  sought
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IV - THE DEVIL’S CONFESSION

Held fast, the fiend tells ber how he works on the souls of men: he sweetens sin,
drives them from prayer, opens a gate in the wall of the mind and shoots bitter
thoughts through it, and cares more for the soul’s destruction than for the body’s. If
be meets a brave champion of God who holds his shield in prayer, he must depart
in shame and look for a slacker soldier. Then he begs Juliana to have pity on him,

though he came to her daring and folly-willed.

pa gen seo halge ongon

then  yet  the  holy-one
wrohtes wyrhtan
of-strife worker
fyrn-synna fruman
of—ancient—sins origin
secgan sawla feond
tell of-souls  foe
purh synna slide
through  of-sins slip
facne  bifongen-
with-deceit  encompassed-
wrzcca wrleas
exile faithless

ic pe ead-mzg

I to-thee blessed-maiden

or gecyde 00 ende ford
beginning  make-known to  end  forth
para pe ic gefremede- nales feim sidum
of-those which I performed- not-at-all on-few  times

synna wundum

of-sins with-wounds

began of-heroes adversary
wordum frignan
with-words ~ question
pu me furpor scealt
thou to-me  further shalt
hu pu sodfxstum
how thou  to-truth-fast
swipast sceppe
most harmest
hyre se feond oncwzd
to-her the  fiend answered
wordum mzlde
with-words spoke
yfla gehwylces
of-evils of-each

pxt pu py sweotolicor

so-that thou the more-clearly
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370

sylf gecnawe-
thyself  mayest-know-
ic pxt wende

I that  thought

priste geponcge
boldly in-thought
butan earfepum

without

bardships

ahwyrfan from halor

turn

from
widsoce  sigora
shouldst-deny  of-victories
onszgde

shouldst-sacrifice  of-sins

purh mislic bleo

various  hue

through

par ic hine finde

find

where I him
to godes willan

will

to of-god

pxt ic him monigfealde
manifold

that I to-him
ongean bere
against bear

dyrnra gedwilda

of'SECVEt errors

ic him geswete
I for-him  sweeten

mane mod-lufan

wicked mind-love

salvation

synna fruman

CHRIST AND GUTHLAC

pxt pis is sod nales leas-

that  this is  true not-at-all  false-

and witod tealde

and  certain  reckoned

pxt ic pe meahte
could

that I thee

anes craxfte-
by-craft-

pxzt pu heofon-cyninge

of-one
so-that  thou to-heaven-king
frean and to sezmran gebuge-

lord and  to shouldst-bow-

worse

pus ic sodfxstum

to-origin thus I to-truth-fast
mod oncyrre

mind turn
ferd stapelian
spirit to-steady

ic beo gearo sona
at-once

I am  ready

modes galsan

of-mind  wantonness

grimra geponca

of-grim thoughts
purh gedwolena rim
number

through of-heresies

synna lustas
of-sins  desires

pzt he minum hrape
so-that  he

to-my quickly
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SAINT JULIANA
leahtrum gelenge larum  hyrad
to-vices belonging to-teachings  obeys
ic hine pazs swipe synnum onzxle
I him  of-that greatly with-sins  inflame
pxt he byrnende from gebede swiced
that e burning from prayer departs
steped stronglice stapolfest ne mag
steps strongly steadfast not  can

fore leahtra lufan lenge gewunian

for of-vices love

in gebed-stowe
in prayer-place
ladne gelede
bateful  bring
leohtes geleafan
oflight  of fuith

purh modes myne

through  of-mind  intent

synne fremman
sin perform
godra gum-cysta
of-good man-virtues

gif ic xnigne

pam e

to-him whom I of-life  begrudge

longer remain

swa ic brogan to

50 I terror to

ic lifes of-6nn

and he larum wile

and  he to-teachings
minum hyran
to-mine obey
he sippan sceal
he  afterward  must
geasne hweorfan
destitute turn

ellen-rofne

if I any courage-brave
gemete modigne metodes Cempan
find brave of-ordainer  champion

wid flan-prace

against arrow-violence

bugan from beaduwe

nele feor ponan

will-not  far thence

bow from battle but  he  shield
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ac he bord ongean

against
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hefed hyge-snottor haligne scyld

raises mind-wise holy shield
gastlic gud-reaf nele gode swican
spiritual  war-garment will-not  to-god fail
ac he beald in gebede bid-steal gifed
but  be bold in  prayer stand—fast  makes
feste on fedan ic sceal feor ponan
fast in  troop I must  far thence
390 hean-mod hweorfan hropra bidaled-
abject-minded turn of-comforts  deprived-
in gleda gripe gehdu manan
in  of-embers  grip grief lament
pxt ic ne meahte magnes crxfte
that I  not could of-strength  by-craft
gude widgongan ac ic geomor sceal
of-battle withstand but I sad must
secan operne ellenleasran
seek another less-courageous
395 under cumbol-hagan cempan sxnran
under banner-hedge champion slacker
pe ic onbryrdan mege beorman mine
whom I incite may with-leaven ~ mine

agzlan @t gupe peah he godes hwet

hinder in  bartle though  he  of-god  something
onginne gastlice ic beo gearo sona
should-begin  spiritually I am  ready at-once

pxt ic in-gehygd eal geond-wlite

that I inward-thought all survey
400 hu gefestnad sy ferd innanweard
how fastened be spirit inward
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wid-steall geworht

resistance wrougbt

ontyne purh teonan

SAINT JULIANA

ic pxs wealles geat

I of-that wall gate

bid se torr pyrel

open through  injuries is  the tower pierced

in-gong geopenad

entrance opened
purh eargfare
through  arrow-flight
in breost-sefan
into breast-mind
purh mislice

through  various

pzt him sylfum

that  to-him self’

leahtras to fremman

ponne ic zrest him
when I fire  to-him
in onsende
in send
bitre geponcas
bitter thoughts
modes willan
of-mind  desires
selle pynced
better seems

ofer lof godes

vices to perform above  praise  of-god

lices lustas

ic beo lareow georn

of-body  desires am  teacher eager
pxt he mon-peawum minum lifge
that  he by-man-customs mine should-live

acyrred  cudlice

turned-away  plainly
mod gemyrred
mind marred

in synna sead
into  of-sins pit
geornor gyme

more—mgerly care

ponne pazs licchoman

than of-thar

from cristes

from  of-Christ law

me to gewealde
to-me  into power

ic pxre sawle ma

I ofthat  soul  more
ymb pzs gastes forwyrd
abour  of-the  spirit destruction

sepe on legre sceal

body which in  grave  shall
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weordan in worulde wyrme to hropor

become in world to-worm  for  comfort
bifolen in foldan Pa gien seo famne sprac
committed in earth Then  yet the  maiden spoke-
Saga earm—sceapen unclxne g&st

say wretched-shaped unclean spirit

hu pu pec gepyde pystra  stihtend

how thou thee  didst-join of-darknesses ruler
420 on clenra gemong pu wid criste géo
into  of-pure company thou against  Christ  once
werleas wunne and gewin tuge
faithless didst-strive and strife didst-draw

hogdes  wip halgum pe weard helle sead
didst-purpose  against  holy-ones to-thee  became  of-hell  pit
niper  gedolfen pzr pu nyd-bysig
downward  dug where thou  need-busy

fore oferhygdum eard gesohtes

for pride dwelling  didst-seek
425 wende ic pxt pu py werra weorpan sceolde
thought I that thou the more-wary become shouldst
wid  sopfestum swylces gemotes
against truth-fast of-such meeting
and py unbealdra pe bpe oft widstod
and  the less-bold since  to-thee often  withstood
purh wuldor-cyning willan pines
through glory-king of-will thine

Hyre pa se werga wid-pingade

To-her  then the accursed replied
430 earm agleca pu me xrest saga,
wretched  monster thou to-me  first say,
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hu pu gedyrstig purh
how  thou daring through
wurde  pus wig-prist
didst-become  thus war-bold

mec pus faste

pxt pu

deop gehygd

deep thought
ofer eall wifa cyn
over  all  of-women race

fetrum gebunde

that  thou me  thus  fast with-fetters  didst-bind

xghwes orwigne pu in ecne god

of-everything  defenseless thou in eternal  god

prym-sittendne pinne getreowdes 435
majesty-sitting thine didst-trust

meotud mon-cynnes swa ic in minne feder

ordainer of-mankind as I in my father

hell-warena cyning hyht stapelie

ofbell-dwellers  king hope  fix

ponne ic beom onsended wid  sodfaxstum

when I am sent against truth-fast

pxt ic in man-weorcum mod oncyrre

that I into sin-works mind turn

hyge from halor me hwilum bip 440
thought  from  salvation to-me  at-times is

forwyrned purh wiper-steall willan mines

denied through resistance of-will mine

hyhtes =zt halgum swa me her gelamp

of-hope  from  holy-ones as  to-me here befell

sorg on sipe ic pat sylf gecneow

sorrow on  journey I that myself  perceived

to late micles sceal nu lange ofer bis

too late  by-much shall  now  long  beyond  this

scyld-wyrcende scame prowian- 445
sin-working shame suffer-
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forpon ic pec halsige purh pzs hyhstan meaht

therefore I thee  entreat through  of-the highest might
rodor-cyninges giefe se pe on rode-treo
of-heaven-king grace he who on rood-tree
geprowade pyrmmes ealdor

suffered of-majesty prince

pxt bu miltsige me pearfendum

that  thou  take-pity on-me needy

pxt unsxlig eall ne forweorpe

that unblessed  all not perish

peah ic pec gedyrstig and pus dol-willen

though I thee daring and  thus  folly-willed
sipe gesohte pxr ic swipe me
in-journey  sought where I greatly  for-me
pyslicre  ar prage ne gewende

of-such-like  before time  not expected

V + THE DEVIL RELEASED

Juliana makes bim confess more. He tells how be blinded men, broke the feet of
some, drowned some in the sea, hanged otbers, drew beer-drunk men into strife
until old grudges woke, and struck down the careless who went without the sign of
the cross; be claims all the strife in the world since Adam and Eve. Never, be says,
has any man or prophet held him as she does. When the reeve has ber brought
out she drags the fiend along, and he laments before she lets bim go.

da seo wlite-scyne wuldres condel
then  the beauty-bright of~glory candle

to pam wear-logan wordum malde-
to the  covenant-breaker with-words spoke-
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Du scealt anddettan
Thou  shalt confess
hean helle gest
abject  ofhell  spirit
hwzt pu to teonan
what thou for  injury
micelra man-weorca
of-great sin-works
deorcum gedwildum
with-dark errors
nu ic pxt gehyre
now I  that bear
pxt ic nyde sceal
that I by-need  must

mod meldian swa

mind declare as
prea-ned polian is
affliction suffer is
preat  ormate ic
oppression  immense I
polian and pafian

suffer and  submit

wom-deda onwreon

of-sin-deeds reveal

sweartra gesyrede
of-black contrived

ablende bealo-poncum
blinded with-bale-thoughts

monna cynnes

of-men of-race

SAINT JULIANA

yfel-deda ma

of-evil-deeds  more

xr pu heonan mote

before  thou hence mayest

purh-togen haxbbe
carried-through hast

manna tudre

of-men  to-offspring

hyre pzt deofol oncwzd

to-her  that devil answered
purh pinne hleopor-cwide
through thy voice-speech

nipa  gebzded
by-afflictions  compelled
pu me beodest
thou to-me  biddest
peos prag ful strong
this  time  full  strong
sceal pinga gehwylc
must  of-things each
on pinne dém

at thy  judgment

py ic wide-ferg
by-that I  far-and-wide

of[t] ic syne ofteah

often I sight  withdrew

beorna anrim

of-warriors  countless-number

mist-helme forbragd

with-mist-helm covered
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purh attres ord eagna leoman

through  of-poison  point of-eyes light

sweartum scurum and ic sumra fet

with-black showers and I ofsome feet
forbrzc bealo-searwum sume in bryne sende
broke with-bale-wiles some  into burning  sent
in liges locan pxt him lasta weard
into of-flame enclosure so-that  to-them of-tracks  became
sipast gesyne eac ic sume gedyde

last visible also I some caused

pxt him ban-locan blode spiowedan
that  to-them  bone-enclosures with-blood spewed

pxt hi fxringa feorh aleton

so-that they  suddenly life  gave-up

purh x0ra wylm sume on yd-fare

through  of-veins  surge some  on  wave-course
wurdon on weg watrum bisencte

became on  way in-waters sunk

on mere-flode minum crzftum

in sea-flood by-my crafts

under reone stream sume ic rode bifealh
under mournful  stream some I to-rood committed

pxzt hi hyra dreorge on hean galgan

so-thatr they of-them  bloody on  high  gallows
lif aletan sume ic larum geteah
life  gave-up some I with-teachings  drew

to geflite fremede pxt hy fxringa

to strife urged so-that they  suddenly
eald-zfponcan edniwedan
old-grudges renewed
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beore dru[n]cne
with-beer drunk
wroht of wege
strife from  cup
purh sweord-gripe
through sword-grip
of flesc-homan
from  flesh-covering
sarum gesohte
with-pains visited
butan godes tacne
without  of-god token

ungebletsade

SAINT JULIANA

ic him byrlade

I to-them  poured

pxzt hi in win-sele

so-thar they in  wine-hall
sawle forletan
souls gave-up

fege scyndan

doomed  hastened

sume pa ic funde

some  those I  found-
gymelease

careless

peah ic bealdlice

unblessed though 1 boldly

purh mislic cwealm

through  various death

searo-poncum  slog

minum hondum
with-my bands

ic asecgan ne mag

with-cunning-thoughts  slew I tell not  can

peah ic gesitte
though I should-sit
eal pa earfepu
all  those  hardships

gefremede to facne

sumer-longne dzg
summer-long day
pe ic xr and sip
which I early and late

sippan furpum wes

performed for  mischief after first was

rodor arzred
heaven raised
folde gefastnad
earth established
adam and aeue.

Adam and  Eve.

and ryne tungla

and  course  of-stars
and pa forman men-
and  the first men-

pam ic ealdor odprong

from-whom I life wrested
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and hy gelerde

and  them taught
ece ead-giefe
eternal  bliss-gift alone

beorhtne bold-welan
bright dwelling-wealth
yrmpu to ealdre
misery to life
mircast m?’ln‘weorca
murkiest of-sin-works
yfel ende-leas
endless I

evil

wrape wrohtas

cruel strifes
pa pe gewordun
those which  came-about

from fruman worulde
from of-world

eorlum on eorpan

beginning

to-warriors  on earth

pxt me pus briste

that  to-me  thus  boldly

halig mid hondum

holy with hands

nxs
brave

not-was any so

purh halge meaht
holy

through power

ne witgena

though

nor

of-prophets

that

and

throughout

&nig pxs modig

peah pe

that

they  love of-lord

an forleton

pxt hi lufan dryhtnes

forsook
pxzt him bzm geweard
so-that to-them  both came

to-their

hwzt sceal ic ma
shall

what I more

ic eall gebar

all bore

geond wer-peode

nations

widan feore

wide in-life
fira cynne
of-men  to-race

ne wxs xnig para

not was any

ofthose
swa pu nupa

as  thou  now

hrinan dorste

dared

touch

offspring 50

and hyra eaferum swa

riman

recount

mon ofer eorpan

man over

heah-federa nan

of-patriarchs any

to-them

of-hosts

336

earth

god

him weoruda god



SAINT JULIANA

onwrige wuldres cyning wisdomes gest
revealed of-glory king of-wisdom spirit
giefe unmete hwapre ic gong to pam
gift immeasurable however I access to  them
agan moste nxs xnig para

bave might not-was  any  of-those

pxt mec pus bealdlice bennum bilegde
who me  thus boldly with-bonds laid
pream forprycte zr pu nupa
with-afflictions  oppressed before  thou  now

pa miclan meaht min ofer-swiddest

that  great power mine didst-overcome

feeste forfenge pe me fxder sealde

fast didst-seize which  to-me  father gave
feond mon-cynnes pa he mec feran het
foe of-mankind when  he  me g0 bade
peoden of pystrum pxt ic pe sceolde
prince from  darknesses that I  to-thee  should
synne swetan pxr mec sorg bi-cwom

sin swecten where  me  sorow  befell

hefig hond-gewinn ic bihlyhhan ne bpearf

heavy hand-struggle I laugh-ar not  need
xfter sar-wrzce si0-fxt pisne

after pain-misery journey this

magum in gemonge ponne ic mine sceal
among-kinsmen  in company when I mine must
agiefan gnorn-cearig gaful-redenne

render sorrow-anxious tribute-reckoning

in pam reongan him Pa se gerefa het

in the mournful ~ home Then the  reeve  bade
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gealg-mod guma iulianan
gallows-minded ~ man Juliana

of pam engan hofe ut geledan
fom  the  narrow  dwelling out  lead

on hyge halge hxpnum to sprace

in mind holy to-heathen  for  speech

to his dom-setle heo pazt deofol teah
to  his  judgment-seat she  that  devil drew
breostum inbryrded bendum fzstne
in-breast inspired with-bonds fast
halig hxpenne ongan pa hreow-cearig
holy heathen began  then  sorrow-anxious
sid-fzt seofian sir cwanian

journey bewail pain  lament

wyrd wanian wordum malde-

fate mourn with-words spoke-

ic pec halsige hlefdige min-

I thee  entreat lady mine-

iuliana fore godes sibbum

Juliana for  ofgod  of-peace

pxt pu furpur me fracepu ne wyrce
that  thou  further  to-me insult not  work
edwit for eorlum ponne pu zr dydest
reproach  before  warriors than  thou before  didst
pa pu oferswipdest pone snotrestan
when  thou  didst-overcome the wisest
under hlin-scuan hel-warena cyning
under prison-shade of-hell-dwellers king

in feonda byrig pxt is fzder user

in  of-fiends city that is  father  ours
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morpres man-fréa- hwat pu mec preades
of-murder sin-lord- lo thou  me  didst-afflict
purh sar-slege ic to sope wat

through  pain-blow I for truth know

pxt ic xr ne sip @nig ne mette

that I early nor late any  not  met

in woruld-rice wip pe gelic

in  world-kingdom with  thee  like

pristran gepohtes ne pweorh-timbran 550
of-bolder thought nor perverse-built

magpa cynnes is on me sweotul

of-women  of-race is in  me clear

pxt pu unscamge xghwas wurde

that  thou  unashamed of-everything  becamest

on ferpe frod- Pa hine seo femne forlet
in spirit  wise: Then  him  the  maiden  released
xfter prac-hwile pystra neosan

after violence-time of-darknesses  to-seck

in sweartne grund sawla gewinna[n] 555
into black abyss of-souls adversary

on wita forwyrd wiste he pi gearwor
into of-torments  destruction knew  he the more-readily
manes melda magum to secgan

of-sin informer to-kinsmen  to tell

susles  pegnum hu him on side gelomp
of-torment  to-thanes how to-him on  journey befell
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VI - THE FIRE AND THE SWORD

After a gap in the manuscript, an angel of God comes shining and scatters the
fire, and she stands sound in the midst of it. Heliseus then has a clay vessel
made, encased in wood and filled with lead, a great fire kindled under it, and
ber thrust in. The lead bursts out and burns seventy-five of the heathen host,
and she stands unblemished, with neither bair nor garment marred. The judge
tears bis clothes, rages, and blames his gods, then orders bher beheaded — which,

the poet says, did bim no good.

* % % georne Xr

(lacuna)  eagerly  before

heredon on heahpu- and his halig [wuldor]

praised in beight- and  his  holy [glory]
segdon sodlice pxt he sigora gehwas
said truly that  he of-victories  of-each
ofer ealle gesceaft ana wolde

over all creation alone  would

ecra  ead-giefa: Da cwom engel godes
of-eternal  bliss-giver- Then — came angel of-god
fretwum  blican and pat fyr tosceaf
with-adornments  to-shine and  that  fire  scattered
gefreode and gefreodade facnes claene
freed and protected of-deceit  clean
leahtra lease and pone lig towearp:
of-vices free and  that  flame  dispersed-
heoro-giferne pxr seo halge stod-
fiercely-greedy where  the  boly-one  stood-
magpa bealdor on pam midle gesund
of-maidens  prince in the middle  sound
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pxt pam weligan wes weorc to polianne
that  to-that wealthy-one  was grievous  to endure
par he hit for worulde wendan [ne] meahte
where be it bgore  world change  [no]  could
sohte synnum fah hu he sarlicast

sought with-sins  stained how  he  most-grievously
purh pa wyrrestan witu meahte

through  the worst torments could

feorh-cwale findan Nzs se feond to lzt
life-death find Not-was  the  fiend  too  slow-
se hine gelerde pxt he lzmen fxt

who  him taught that  he  earthen  vessel
biwyrcan het wundor-crzfte

construct bade with-wonder-craft

wiges womum and wudu-beamum

of-war  with-stains and with-wood-beams

holte  bi[h]lznan- da se [hearda] bibead
with-wood encase: then the [bard-one] — commanded
pxt mon bzt lam-fet leades gefylde

that one  that  clay-vessel with-lead ~ should-fill

and pa onbzrnan het bal-fira mast

and  then kindle bade of-pyre-fires ~ greatest

ad onzlan se was xghwonan

pyre light which ~ was  on-every-side

ymb-boren mid brondum bzd hate weol-
surrounded with brands bath ~ hotly  welled-

het pa ofestlice yrre gebolgen

bade  then hastily angry enraged
leahtra lease in pas leades wylm
of-vices free into of-the  lead surge
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scufan butan scyldum-

pa toscaden weard

thrust without guilts: then  scattered became
lig tolysed lead wide sprong

flame  loosed lead — widely  sprang

hat heoro-gifre [h]xled wurdon acle

hot  fiercely-greedy heroes became  terrified

arasad for by rase

pzr on rime forborn

dismayed at  thar  rush there  in  number burned-up
purh pzs fires fnest fif and hund-seofontig
through  of-the  fire blast five and seventy
hxdnes herges Da gen sio halge stod
of-heathen host Then  yet  the holy-one stood
ungewemde wlite nxs hyre wloh ne hragl
unblemished beauty not-was to-her  fringe  nor garment

ne feax ne fel

nor  hair nor skin
ne lic ne leopu

nor body mor  limbs
xghwas onsund
of-everything  unharmed
dryhtna dryhtne

of-lords to-lord

hreoh and hyge-grim

fierce and mind-grim
swylce he grennade
likewise be grinned
weédde on gewitte
raged in mind
grymetade gealg-mod
roared gallows-minded

fyre gemeled

by-fire marred

heo in lige stod
she in  flame  stood
segde ealles ponc
said of-all  thanks
pa se dema weard
then the  judge  became

ongon his hragl teran
bis

began garment  tear

and gristbitade

and  gnashed-teeth

swa wilde deor

like wild

beast

and his godu txlde

and  bis gods  blamed
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pxzs pe hy ne meahtun magne wipstondan
because  that they not could with-strength withstand
wifes  willan was seo wuldres mag

of-woman will was the of-glory  maiden

anred and unforht eafoda gemyndig

resolute and  unafraid of-powers mindful

dryhtnes willan pa se dema het

of-lord of-will then the  judge  bade
aswebban sorg-cearig purh sweord-bite
put-to-sleep sorrow-anxious through sword-bite

on hyge halge heafde bineotan

in mind holy of-head deprive

criste  gecorene hine se cwealm ne peah
to-Christ chosen to-him  that death not  availed
sippan he pone fintan furpor cupe

after be that end further  knew

VII - CYNEWULF’S SIGNATURE

Juliana is glad to hear the sentence. On the way to death the fiend cries for revenge,

then flees, afraid she will bumble bim again. She teaches the people to build on
the living stone, to keep faith and peace, and to pray for bey, and ber soul is led
from the body. Death takes Heliseus and all bis troop at sea, thirty-four men in
all. Then Cynewulf sets bis name in runes, asks every reader who recites the poem
to remember him, and prays for mercy at the judgment.

da weard pare halgan hyht geniwad

then  became  of-that  holy-one hope renewed
and pxs mxgdnes mod miclum geblissad
and  of-that maiden mind greatly gladdened
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sippan heo gehyrde hzled eahtian

after she heard heroes  deliberate
inwit-rune pat hyre ende-stef

guile-counsel that  to-her  end-term

of gewin-dagum weorpan sceolde

from strife-days become should

lif alysed het pa leahtra ful

life  released bade then  of-vices  full

clene and gecorene to cwale ledan

clean and chosen to  death lead
Synna lease Da cwom Semninga

ofsins free Then  came suddenly

hean helle gast hearm-leod agol

abject  ofbell  spirit harm-song sang

earm and unled pone heo zr gebond
wretched  and  unblessed whom  she  before  bound
awyrgedne and mid witum swong-
accursed and  with  torments  scourged-
cleopade pa for corpre cear-gealdra full
cried then before  troop of-sorrow-spells  full

gyldad nu mid gyrne pxt heo goda ussa

repay now with  grief that  she  of-gods
meaht forhogd|[e] and mec swipast
power despised and  me most
geminsade pzt ic to meldan weard
bumiliated so-that I to  informer  became
letad hy lapra leana hleotan

let ber  of-hateful rewards  obtain

purh wexpnes spor wrecad ealdne nid
through  of-weapon  track avenge old malice
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synne gesohte

ic pa sorge gemon-

sin sought I that sorrow  remember-

hu ic bendum fzst
how I  with-bonds  fast

on anre niht

bisga unrim
of-troubles  countless-number

earfepa dreag

in one  night of-hardships  endured

yfel ormatu- pa seo eadge biseah
evil  immeasurable- then  the  blessed-one  looked
ongean gramum iuliana

against fierce-ones Juliana

gehyrde heo hearm galan

heard she harm sing
feond mon-cynnes ongon
foe of-mankind began
wita neosan and pzt
of-torments seek and  that
wa me forworhtum nu
woe  to-me condemned now

pxt heo mec eft wille

that she me  again  will
yflum yrmpum swa heo
with-evil miseries as she

Pa wzs geleded
Then  (she)-was led

and to pzre stowe par
and  to  the place where
purh cumbol-hete
through banner-hate kill

ongon heo pa lxran

began she  then  teach and

helle deofol

ofbell devil

pa on flean sceacan
then into  flight hasten
word acwzd

word spoke

is wen  micel

is  expectation  great
earmne gehynan
wretched bumble

mec xr dyde

me  before  did-

lond-mearce neah

land-boundary near

hi stearc-ferpe

they  stern-hearted

cwellan pohtun-

thought-

and to lofe trymman

to  praise exhort
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folc of firenum and him frofre gehet

people  from crimes and  to-them  comfort  promised
640 weg to wuldre and pxt word acwad

way to glory and  that  word spoke-

gemunad wigena wyn and wuldres prymm

remember of-warriors  joy and of-glory majesty

haligra hyht heofon-engla god
of-holy-ones  hope of-heaven-angels  god
he is pas wyrde pxt hine wer-peode

he is of-that  worthy that  him nations
and eal engla cynn Gp on roderum
and  all  of-angels  race up in heavens

645 hergen  heah-mazgen pxr is help gelong

should-praise high-power there is  help  dependent
ece to ealdre pam pe agan sceal
eternal  to age to-him who  possess  shall-
forpon ic leof weorud leran wille
therefore I dear host teach will
%-fremmende pxt ge eower hus
law-performing that  you  your  house
gefestnige py lzxs hit fer-bledum
should-make-fast by-that  less it with-sudden-blasts
650 windas toweorpan weal sceal py trumra
winds should-overthrow wall ~ shall  the  firmer
Strong Wibstondan storma scurum
strong withstand of-storms  to-showers

leahtra gehygdum ge mid lufan sibbe

of-vices to-thoughts you  with love  of-peace
leohte geleafan to pam lifgendan
with-light faith to the living
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stane stid-hygde

stone stern-minded

sode treowe
true faith
healdad =t heortan
bold

at beart

purh modes myne
of-mind

through intent

feder lmihtig
father almighty

xt magna gode
from  of-powers
xfter sorg-stafum
after

ut-gong heonan

god
sorrow-letters
out-going hence
warlic me pinced
prudent  to-me  seems
wid  hettendra
ﬂgﬂinst ﬂﬁperfecutgrf

wearde healden
should-hold

watch

weges forwyrnen

of-way should-deny

biddad bearn godes

pray child of-god

meotud mon-cynnes

ordainer of-mankind
sigora  sellend
of-victories giver

and sibbe mid eow

and

peace

SAINT JULIANA

stapol festniad

foundation  make-fast

peace  among  you

rune

halge

holy  mystery
ponne eow miltse giefed
then  to-you

pxr ge [frofre]

[comfort]

mercy gives
agun
shall-bave

where  you

maste pearfe-

of-greatest need-

forpon ge sylfe neton 660

because  you  yourselves know-not
ende lifes
oflife

pxt ge wxccende

end

that  you watching
hilde-woman

battle-tumult

by

by-that

les eow wiper-feohtend

less  to-you adversaries

to wuldres byrig
o of-glory city

pxzt me brego engla
that  to-me  prince  of-angels
milde geweorpe

mild

may-become

sibb sy mid eowic

be with  you
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symle sod lufu- Da hyre sawl weard

ever true  love- Then  ber soul  became
670 aleded of lice to pam langan gefean

led from  body to  the long Joy

purh sweord-slege pa se syn-scapa

through sword-blow then the  sin-ravager

to scipe sceoh-mod sceapena preate

to ship timid-minded of-robbers  with-troop

heliseus eh-stream sohte

Heliseus water-stream  sought

leolc ofer lagu-flod longe hwile

tossed  over  water-flood long while
675 on swon-rade swylt ealle fornom
on swan-road death all  took-away

secga hlope and hine sylfne mid

of-men  troop and  him self with

xr pon hy to lande geliden hafdon

before  that  they to  land sailed had
purh pearlic préa pxr xxx wes
through  severe  affliction there thirty  was
and feowere eac feores onsohte
and Jour also oflife deprived

680 purh wages wylm wigena cynnes
through  of-wave  surge of-warriors  of-race
heane mid hlaford hropra bidaled
abject with lord of-comforts  deprived

hyhta lease helle sohton

of-hopes  destitute bell sought
ne porftan pa pegnas in pam pystran ham-
not needed  those  thanes- in  the dark home-
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in pam neolan screfe

the retainer-troop in the deep cave

to  pam frum-gare feoh-gestealda- 685
from  the chief of-treasure-possessions-

witedra wenan pxt hy in win-sele

of-appointed  expect that  they in  wine-hall

ofer beor-se[t]le beagas  pegon-

over beer-seat rings should-receive-

xpplede gold ungelice was

apple-shaped  gold unlike was

leded lof-songum lic haligre

borne with-praise-songs body  of-holy-one

micle magne to mold-grafe 690
with-great  might to earth-grave

pzt hy hit gebrohton burgum in innan

so-that they it brought cities in  within

sid folc micel par sid0an wzxs

wide people  great- where  afterward  was

geara gongum godes lof hafen

of-years  with-courses of-god  praise  raised

prymme micle op pisne dxg

with-glory great until  this day

mid peodscipe Is me pearf micel 695
with people Is  to-me need  great

pxt seo halge me helpe gefremme

that  the  holy-one to-me belp  should-perform

ponne me gedxlad deorast ealra

when from-me part dearest of-all

sibbe  toslitad sin-hiwan tu

oftkinship  sever wedded-pair  two
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micle mod-lufan min sceal of lice
great mind-love mine  shall ~ from body
sawul on sid-fxt nat ic sylfa hwider
soul on  journey know-not I myself  whither
cardes  uncydpu of sceal i[c] pissum
of-dwelling  unknown-land away  must I from-this
secan operne ar-gewyrhtum

seek another by-former-deeds

gongan iu-dedum geomor hweorfed-

g0 by-past-deeds sad turns-

C Y and N cyning bip repe
Torch [?] Bow [?] and Need king is  flerce
sigora  syllend ponne synnum fah
of-victories  giver when with-sins  stained

E Wand U acle bidad

Horse Joy —and  Aurochs [7] terrified  await

hwzt him =fter dedum deman wille
what to-them  after deeds adjudge  be-will
lifes to leane. L F  beofad

of-life  for reward. Water Wealth  trembles
seomad sorg-cearig sar eal gemon

lingers sorrow-anxious pain all  remembers
synna wunde pe ic sip oppe @r

ofssins  wounds which I late  or  early
geworhte in worulde pxt ic wopig sceal
wrought in world which I weeping  must
tearum manan wzs an tid to lzt
with-tears lament was one time too late

pxt ic yfel-deda xr gescomede

that I of-evil-deeds before  was-ashamed
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penden gest and lic geador sipedan

while spirit and  body together  journeyed

onsund on earde ponne arna bipearf 715
sound in  dwelling then  of-mercies has-need

pxzt me seo halge wid pone hyhstan cyning

that  for-me  the  holy-one with the highest king

gepingige mec pxs pearf monap

should-intercede me  of-that  need  admonishes

micel modes sorg bidde ic monna gehwone
great of-mind  sorrow pray I of-men each
gumena cynnes pe pis gicd wrxce

of-men of-race who this  song  may-recite

pxt he mec neodful bi noman minum 720
that ~ he  me needful by  name mine
gemyne  modig and meotud bidde
may-remember  brave and  ordainer pray

pxzt me heofona helm helpe gefremme
that  to-me  of-heavens  protector help  should-perform
meahta waldend on pam miclan dege
of-powers ruler on  the great day-

feder frofre gast in pa frecnan tid

father  of-comfort  spirit in the  perilous  time
deda demend and se deora sunu 725
of-deeds Jjudge and the  dear son

ponne seo prynis prymm-sittende

when the  trinity majesty-sitting

in annesse xlda cynne

in unity of-men  to-race

purh pa sciran gesceaft scrifed bi gewyrhtum
through the  bright creation decrees by deeds
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meorde monna gehwam
reward of-men to-each
pxt we bine onsyne

that  we  thy  countenance

forgif us mazgna god
grant  to-us  of-powers  god
apelinga wyn

of-princes joy

milde gemeten on pa meran tid Amen

mild may-find in  the

glorious  time  Amen
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